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CHICAGO'S 





Paris as Chumps’ Best Paradise 
ing Razz from Tourists 


Now Get! 





Paris, March 2. 

The Perroquet, perhaps the best 
known nite club in the world, closed 
the other day. No biz. 

Many others closed or are closing, 
including a new vodka joint that 
had another of those ex-Romanoff 
geranddukes behind it. 

The Perroquet’s closing, coupled 
with the adjacent Florida’s shut- 
down on the first of the year, indi- 
cates to veteran Americans in Paris 
that all’s not swell on the Parisian 
front. 

The market has figured primarily. 
But the tradesmen themselves, in- 
cluding those with strong American 
affiliations, admit they ruined the 
racket. The average American tour- 
ist was treated coldly at the smart- 
es: hotels. If he huffed, there were 
other dollar-laden chumps in line, 
go they didn’t care. Ditto the jew- 
elers, couturieres, perfumers, fur- 
riers and any of the luxury trades. 
They thought it a smart psychology 
to play hard-to-get for sales; fig- 
ured the nouveau riche American 
booboisie would like that. 

it might have been a successful 
psychology for a time, but now, with 
evorybody economically sobered, the 
tourists just ain’t. 

And how they miss ’em! 

With the passing of Monte Carlo, 
the ruin of the Riviera, the passing 
of Paris as far as tourist trade is 


concerned is not an impossibility 
unless something is done to offset 
Past experiences. Paris has too 


much natural beauty, too much his- 
toric background and character, too 
many art treasures and too much 
Picturesqueness and a natural geo- 
@raphical advantage for it to be 
completely ruined, but at this writ- 
ing there is an unmistakable indica- 
tion of very material damage. 

Luxury shops complain that some 
of them haven't done any real busi- 
ness for weeks. Even those pop- 
priced Burma aud bauble syndicate 
Stores, always .getting a floating 
Patronage because of their moderate 
charges, are complaining consider- 
ably. 


Aimee Switches with 
Some Dough in Sight 


Los Angeles, March 11. 
McPherson broke 
into pictures through the “Voice of 
Hollywood” shorts 


Aimee talked for a full reel about 


Aimee Semple 


what a great thing talking pictures 
are. 
Prior to this time she has panned 


pictures in her sermons. 


Louis Lewyn, producer of the 
Shorts sold the evangelical deuch- 
getter on the idea for personal pub- 
licity and as a plug for the picture 
She is thinking of making. 








Second-Handed Gum 


Toronto, March 11. 
When the local Paramount 
was closed for renovation 100 
pounds of chewing gum were 
scraped from underneath its 
seats. 


CIRCUS FREAKS 
HOPE FOR UNION 


Labor unions are about to invade 
the outdoor show business appar- 
ently. Show banner painters in the 
east have been receiving orders from 
carnivals from all of the country and 
from as far as the Foley & Burke 
Show out on the West Coast, but 
orders from circuses have been slow 
in coming in. 

They blame the situation on the 


fact that the circuses are having 
difficulty in lining up attractions 
for the sideshows, the freaks having 
been bitten with the unionism bug 
and joining the ranks of the hold- 
outs. They want more money and 
better working, living and trans- 
portation facilities. 











The move seems to have gotten 
started in Coney Island last season 
when the inside and outside lec- 
turers got together down there and 
organized into a union. They man- 
aged to stick together in their de- 
mands with the result that they 
forced the sideshow owners to ac- 
cede to the demands so that lectur- 
ing on the Island last summer 
wasn't such a tough job, all things 
considered. 

The freaks got the idea from the 
grinders. Sideshow operators, not 
only on the Island, but throughout 
the country are experiencing diffi- 
culty in signing up attractions for 
the coming season. 

If the lecturers unionize and 
freaks unionize it may be only a 
matter of time until everyone con- 
nected with the outdoor amusement 
field will belong to some union or 
other. 





Fleta Will Know in Year 
From Now About Test 





Hollywood, March 11. 

| Miguel Fleta had his Spanish 
| tenor tested by a U mike 

| sailing for a Central American con- 
| cert tour. 


before | 


| Due back here in February, 1931, | 
| to find out what Carl Laemmie, Jr., | 
| thinks of his warble for pictures. 

| And they say the Latins are ex- 


citable' 





WILD 


CITY EMPLOYEES 


GET 5/4, 000,000 





Salaries Several Months 
Overdue Paid All at Once 
—Women and Men Over- 
crowd Department Stores, 
Shops, Theatres, Speak- 
easies and Nite Clubs 


100,000 PAID OFF 


Chicago, March 11. 

Neither Chicago nor any other 
city ever witnessed before the wild 
spending spree 100,000 city employes 
started last week, when receiving 
$74,000,000 in back salaries. 

Most was several months overdue. 
Over half of the amount was paid 
within 24 hours. All of it imme- 
diately started into circulation. 

Women packed the department 
stores, only forced out by closing 
time. Shops saw their first good 
trade in a long while. Spring styles 
became abundantly noticeable 
the Loop. 

Speakeasies got their first frade 
in a long time from the wearers of 
the new flashy clothes. Night clubs 
ready to pass out suddenly found 
trade immense. With the owners 
wise to the cause, prices soared. 
Theatres benefited through taking 
care of the overflow from the stores 
and the speaks. 

Not one of the 1,000,000 and their 
families seemed to remain at home. 
The cverdue salaries 
been split up and everybody started 
They to 
Nothing stopped them. 


in 


must have 


for downtown. wanted 


spend. 

It had been so long since any of 
the town’s payroll workers had seen 
any sugar, meanwhile working along 
in despair and hope, that it appeared 
as though all had decided to get rid 
of the coin in case Chicago wanted 
to borrow it back. 

It was Armistice Day for a week 
all over again for the Chicago spots 
where you can buy and buy. 


Only Chink Gig 


Paris, March 11 
The one Chinese gigolo in the 
world is at the Franco-Chinese- 
American restaurant on the 
Left Bank, on the rue des Ecole 
de Oricntal gig is a 
looker and spic!s the Sor- 





Medic ine 
male 
benne students as 
French gals around 
A novelty and 
grosser, even from 
femme students’ allowances. 


well as the 


self- 


a biz 
the slender 











SPENDERS 





\Lobby Ideas to Hold Stand-outs 
Given Widest Range in Detroit 


| 
i 











One Mugg to Another 


One of the first-line panhan- 
diers around the 47th street 
corner has moved to another 
spot in disgust. 

Layoffs started to show him 
their press clippings when he 
wanted dough. 


DEPT. STORE'S 
TALKING SCREEN 


Rated as the world’s third largest 
department store, Mandel Bros., 
Chicago, will be the first to boast 
a full size talker screen. Sound pic- 
tures for customers will commence 
the week of March 17 when the 
brothers 
versary. 

Big stores are seen as the media 
turough which can be projected nu- 
merous industrial reels which are 
now going begging because of the 
average theatre’s inability to feed 
paying fans any part of advertis- 
ing propaganda. 











are celebrating an anni- 


Big Figures 

Two facts in favor of such a plan 
from the viewpoint of the depart- 
ment store is that their gross in- 
take is so big the miniature thea- 
tre can be charged up to exploita- 
tion. Should the stores wish to en- 
ter it upon a commercial basis, they 
can charge a small fee which in 
effect will be much lower than the 
regular theatres demand. 

Department stores are in choice 
locations, and within the entertain- 
ment area of any town. There are 
approximately 8,150 department | 
stores in the U. S. Of this number | 
approximately 1,500 can do simil- | 
larly. Of these over 200 gross an 
annual biz of $1,000,000 or more. 

Statistics show New York City 
to have 267 department stores; Chi- 
cago, 132; Philadelphia, 36 


a2; ; Detroit, | 
25; 54; St. Louis, 16; and 
19. 


Cleveland, 

In connection with the De Forest 
wired inauguration of its theatre, 
Mandell Bros. has invited Dr. Lee 
De Forest to to Chicago to 
attend the opening. 

ea | 


35-Cent Nite Club | 


Los Angeles, 
wrinkle in 


1s 


Boston, 


come 





March 11. { 
night life out | 
“Jungle Club,” 
from 


For 


Latest 
this way the 
downtown spot 


penny 


transformed 
dance hall 
top, the friend can 
thrill here and get four 
hours of dancing, a girl revue, floor 
show and a buffet lunch 


9 ’ 
sormons 


or 
ov Cents boy 


take ais 


i 
} 
| 
} 


| 


No cover charge, of course. 


Detroit, March 11. 

are doing the 
At the 
the giveaway is Beechnut coffee and 
And 
sketch you free. 


The 


lobby 


local houses 


idea up brown. Fox 


gum. also Robert Epee will 


At the Michigan you can be in- 
structed in bridge, play a game of 
checkers with an expert or listen to 
Tracy and Duncan play the piano 
and sing all the songs the public 
remember. They agree to sing any 
song from memory. If unable to do 


this they obtain the number and 
learn it before the next perform- 
ance, 

At the Fisher you can play ping 
pong in the beautiful Mayan Gar- 
dens in the basement of the the- 
atre. 


At the State in conjunction with 
the showing of “The Green God- 
dess,” you can have your fortune 
told from a crystal. 


At the Annex theatre you can 
have your fortune told by Mme. 
Zoe Dyac. , 

At the Paramount tea leaves are 
read on the mezzanine. 

And United Artists is experiment- 
ing with the idea of dancing in the 
lobby of that theatre. Meantime 
several models from a local dress 
shop are displaying the latest in 
women's apparel, More lobbyists 
than in Washington. 


ACTRESS WILL HANDLE 
OWN CASE IN COURT 


San Francisco, March 11. 








Edith Ransome, :.ctress, will do a 
genuine Portia when her suit for 
$100,000 Richard Tucker, 
film actor, comes up for trial be- 
fore Supertor Goodell 


against 


Judge here 





March 14. Miss Ransome said she 
unable to find an attorney to 
take her case and asked permission 
to handle it herself. The 
gave her permission. 

Actress is asking $100,000 dam- 
ages from Tucker, alleging that he 
injured her while she was playing 
opposite him in “White Cargo” at 
the Wilkes theatre several years 
ago. She recently got a $20,000 de- 
fault judgment against Thomas 
Wilkes, owner of the theatre at the 
time, and Lionel B. Samuel, house 
manager, She had charged them 
with cancelling her contract and 
forcibly her from the 
theatre. 


was 


court 


ejecting 








BROOKS 


THE NAME 
WHEN 


YOU GO BY 
YOU GO TO BUY 


COSTUMES 


‘GOWNS AND UNIFORMS 


| 1437 BWAY NY TEL 5560 PENN. 
eee OY 65.9000 COSTUMES TO ee SS 
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Film Colony’s 





News Will Be 


Generally Released Under 


Agreement of Studio P. A's 


+ 


t 

months of wrangling pro and con 
and lister to thre of certai 
syndicate and news writers, he 
studio men got together at a meet 
ing in the Association of Motion 
Piciure Pioducers headquarters and 


voted unanimously to eliminate all | 
exclusive news stories in the future. |! 
Plan worked out calls fer simul- 
taneous release to dailies and wire 
services on all news matter. 

teleases are being made direct by | 
the studio men and started this 


week. Any newspaper violating the | 
release date on matter released will 
be called before the ethical commit- | 
tee of the p.a.’s, whose employers 


are affiliated with the Producers’ | 
Association, and informed that if | 
in the future they violate the trust, 
they will be eliminated from the 
list of those to whom news is fur- 
nished. | 

Efforts will also be made by the 
studio men to get others who are 
members of the Wampas and not 
employed by those affiliated with 
the Producers’ Association to par- 
ticipate in their agreement. 

No sooner had the p.a.’s decided 
to eliminate the exclusive news 
than the Associated and United 
Press made it known that they 
were going to file daily Hollywood 
letters and that all press copy 
would be acceptable for its news 
value. 

Several of the local chatterers 
have squawked regarding the fact 
that they were not consulted about 
the new matter of release before it 
was put in effect. A couple implied 
that they will carry the matter over 
the heads of the p.a.’s, but they will 
find that the studio executives ap- 
proved the move before it was made. | 


Annoyers 

Dissemination of coast studio 
news has been handled in a hap- 
hazard manner, without uniformity, 
system or previous understanding 
between the various publicity de- 
partments. This has led to two 
situations, both annoying in their 
way to the studio publicity staffs. 

One has been the very consider- 
able time consumed by visiting 
newspaper people, who often ac- 
cepted the publicity offices as loung- 
ing rooms. The press men in their 
endeavor to be courteous could only 
shift about. Most of these calls 
will be rendered unnecessary by the 
general news releases. 

Another situation developed was 
that of chatter writers trying to sew 
up news sources, This acted to the 
detriment of the general circulation 
of that news matter. Whereas it 
will now go over the wires of the 
great news services without being 
withheld for any one, heretofore in 
some instances a chatter writer has 
“demanded” an “exclusive.” One 
syndicator even went so far as to 
“demand” that the “exclusive” be 
withheld for 48 hours after first 
publication by this syndicate. 

It is a future possibility that the 
studio heads of publicity will de- 
cide on a co-operative news clear- 
ing office in Hollywood, from which 
all news will be sent out. Reception 
rooms in the office may be utilized 
for newspaper interviews with the 
films’ celebs, that likewise reliev- 
ing the publicity staffs at the studio 
of the messing around loss of time 
when an interview is arranged for 
on the lot. 

At present there are about 159 
newspaper and periodical writers in 
the picture producing col ny. Many 
never visit the studios, but fool their 
home papers with matter lifted from 
the local sheets or trade papers. 
Some of the writers cover for any 
number of important dailies. With 
the uniform release of news matter, 
they will now break evenly with all 
others. The Associated Press and 
United Press quickly denoted the 
universal demand for picture news 
by proposing to send out daily wires 

as mentioned in the story from 
Hollywood. 





DIRECTING OWN “FIND” 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Josef Von Sternberg, back from 
Europe, will direct Marlene Dietrich, 
his German “find.” 
She will be in a story with a 
Morocesin background. 








Dusting the Attic 


(Ina Claire) 


One of a series of reprints 
of Variety’s” New Acts no- 
tices of years ago. 

This series is of show people 
since grown more Or less 
prominent on the stage or 
screen or elsewhere. 
INA-CLAIRE 
Singing Comedienne 
13 Mins.; One, 

American, New York. 
(March 13, 1909) 

Ina Claire is sweet and win- 

looking and youthful. 


some 


That's nearly always about 
60% of the vaudeville battle 
for females, these necessary 


attributes to the “single wo- 
man act” composing the pre- 
scription as a rule for “mag- 
netism” or “personalty.” 

Miss Claire has played about 
outside New York. This is her 
first local showing. She is 
listed as an impersonator, with 
Harry Lauder and Eva Tan- 
guay on the program. But 
Lauder was shown Monday. 
In it, as the Scotchman sing- 
ing “She’s Ma Daisy,” Miss 
Claire executed the imitation 
in costume .as well as it has 
been done, and one might say, 
without considering the vocal 
resemblance (which Miss 
Claire cannot secure) as well 
as it could be. She scored 
immensely with this. 

Opening the girl sang of 
“Barney Magee” very prettily 
with a nice brogue and had she 
thoughfully worn a green dress 
while warbling the number, 
Ina would have looked a be- 
witching colleen. She wore a 
handsome affair of a shade of 
pink instaed. 

The other song, a “kid” se- 
lection with Miss Claire in a 
short dress, should be taken 
out. It is not strong enough 
for the others. The reason is 
that as Miss Claire looks a 
kid naturally, it is almost im- 
possible for her to give an ac- 
ceptable “kid” impersonation. 

Ina will do nicely now. She 
might cling to Lauder only al- 
lowing other imitators to imi- 
tate the others who have been 
imitated so much, and goin for 
simple ditties of a character 
nature always careful that the 
melody shall be of the jingling 
sort with the costuming cal- 
culated only to bring forth her 
girlish sweetness. 

She is doing a great deal for 
a “single act” (without having 
come to New York from Lon- 
don) and Ina is capable of a 
great deal more. Sime. 


The Ina Claire who just 
missed being a bewitching col- 
leen because she wore a pink 
dress instead of a green one, 
is now, as Mrs. John Gilbert, 
no longer a single act nor a 
single woman. But Ina Claire 
made a name for herself before 
Gilbert made another one for 
her. 











WILL MAHONEY 


in Earl Carroll’s “Sketch Book” 
Chanin’s 46th St. Theatre, N. Y. C. 


The New York “Times” = said, 
“Chief among Mr. Carroll's per- 
formers in ‘Sketch Book’ is the 
slipping, sliding, tumbling Will Ma- 
| honey, who sings and dances with 
rare low comedy merriment.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


WEALTHY ACTOR 
DISOBEYS M-G-M 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Charles Bickford, who owns sev- 
eral gas stations, whaling boats, 
markets and what not around here, 
and doesn’t have to worry about his 
career as an actor, is causing some 
irritation to Metro executives be- 
eause of his stubborn refusal to 
work nights on “The Sea Bat.” 

When Metro officials pointed out 
that his contract called for such 
work if necessary, Bickford offered 
to buy back his contract from the 
company for $100,000. 

Saturday Louis B. Mayer sent 
3ickford a letter calling his atten- 
tion to his obligations and that he 
would be expected to report that 
night at 8. Everybody showed ex- 
cept Bickford, whose absence com- 
pelled the dismissal of the entire 
company. 

Meanwhile Metro must decide 
what to do with and about their 
wealthy actor. They say there's no 
chance of selling their contract and 
letting Bickford go elsewhere. 


Wanger After Writers 
For Par’s New Crop 











Hollywood, March 11 

Paramount, consistently a major 
importer of writing talent, is after a 
new crop of playwrights. 

Walter Wanger, who has returned 
to New York, has a commission to 
pick up a few odd lots of authors. 

Wanger has Martin Brown and 
Dennison Clift already. Brown is 
due on coast March 20. 








SAM KATZ SUDDENLY 


Paris, March 11. 
Sam Katz is due here daily to dis- 


of making German and Itallan ver- 


sions of full-length talkers and 
shorts over here. Head of Publix is 
understood to have sailed from New 
York Friday (March 7). 

Mrs. Katz (Elanor Ambrose), who 
came over to make the funeral ar- 
rangements for her former brother- 
in-law, Oscar Mouvet, is here await- 
ing her husband. 


Sam Katz suddenly sailed from 

New York Friday (7), without an- 
nouncement. His associates thought 
he had gone to the west coast, to be 
with Adolph Zukor. Leaving for 
abroad caused Katz to miss the 
Publix convention in Chicago this 
week. 
With the proposed alteration of 
the Paramount corporation's title to 
Paramount-Publix, Mr. Zukor wil! 
continue as president, and Mr. Katz, 
now president of Publix, it is said, 
will become the vice-presigeut of 
P-P. 








SAILS FOR PARIS), i: 


cuss with Bob Kane the advisability 





SAILINGS 


March 21, (New York to Paris), 
Alberta, Fred LaReine 





| (Paris). 
| March 19 (London to New York) 
;Poodles” and George Hanneford 
jand the Hanneford Family (lle de 
France). 

March 14, (New York to Paris), 
Gibbs Twins (Majestic). 

March 12 (London to New York), 
Mr. and Mrs. Con Colleano (Aqui- 
tania). 

March 12 (London to New York) 
Ethel Waters (Aquitania). 

March 8 (New York to Los 
Angeles) Mr. and Mrs. James R. 
Grainger (California). 

March 8 (New York to London), 
Kenneth Smith, Philip Tiltman, 
Tommie Woods (Minnekahda). 

March 7 (Capetown to London) 
Three Australian Boys, Les Alexys 
(Carnarvon Castle), 

March 6, (London to New York, 
Robert Lindholm (Majestic). 





Hall Not at Studio 


James Hall has been out of “Dan- 
gerous Nan McGrew” for past week 
with Klieg eyes. Hall's absence has 
not stopped producticn of the pic- 
ture in making at the Paramount 


)Studio, Astoria, LL 








Coast Agents Grow Fearful as 


“Franchising” Time Looms in View 








Break for Fat People 


Hollywood, March 11. 

The fat boys and girls of the 
screen are thankful to the in- 
ventor of Grandeur film, 

It gives them a break and no 
more werries of covering up 
the screen when they turn 
their backs to the audience. 


Hays Mrs. Winter 
In Bad With Club 














Baltimore, March 11. 

The General Federation of Wom- 
en’s Clubs, meeting in Baltimore 
last week, adopted a resolution op- 
posing the appointment of Mrs. 
Thomas G. Winter to a position in 
the public relations department of 
the Motion Picture Producers 
(Hays) Association. 

The adopted resolution decries the 
alleged exploitation of the women’s 
clubs by “organizations in business 
for profit.” 

It is understood that Mrs. Winter 
is down on the M. P. P.’s payroll 
for $8,000 yearly. 


German Girl “Discovered” 
Given Par Contract 


3erlin, March 3. 

Marlene Dietrich, who played in 
the Jannings picture, “The Blue 
Angel,” which Josef von Sternberg 
has just finished directing for Ufa, 
has been engaged by Paramount for 
America. 

Working with her, Sternberg 
found her a very original type, full 
of European sex appeal. He drew 
Sidney Kent’s attention to her when 
the latter was in Berlin a few weeks 
ago. The result is a six months 
contract for Hollywood. 

Marlene Dietrich played in the 
English version of the Jannings pic- 
ture and her accent was quite satis- 
factory. 

She is sailing for New York April 
2 on the “Bremen.” 


Harry Weldon Dies 


London, March 11. 
Harry Weldon, about 48, died here 
yesterday (Monday) following a 
long illness. 
Weldon, husband of Hilda Glyder, 
was a favorite and veteran vaude 
comedian. 











Wolheim Starring 
Hollywood, March 11. 

David Burton will direct “Sea 
Fang” for United Artists. It is a 
story by John Considine, Jr. who 
will also supervise. 

Film will star Louis Wolheim. 

Burton recently quit Metro while 
directing “The Circle.” 





Comics Want Price 


Clark and McCullough are re- 
ported holding up Paramount’s deal 
with Edgar Selwyn for the talker 
rights to “Strike Up the Band.” 

Paramount desires to produce the 
musical in their Long Island studio 
with Clark and McCullough starring, 
but the two funsters won’t sign 
until they get the price desired. 





Carle-Agnew in Shorts 


Hollywood, March 11, 
Pathe will have Richard Carle and 
Robert Agnew as collegiate shorts. 
Carle went this week in a two- 
reeler, “Rich Uneles,” directed by 
Fred Guiol. 


COUPLE OF ENGLISHMEN 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Bramwell Fletcher, English actor, 
is unable to get away from the 
Goldwyn lot to appear in “Solid 
Gold Article’ for Fox. 
The role goes to Walter Byron. 
Latter also English and a Goldwyn- 








ite. 


a 


Hollywood, March 11, 

Not being able to figure what 
might happen next in the probe of 
the producers to,clean up the hectie 
situation which has existed in the 
handling of players, writers and 
directors for the past few 
here, a group of agents met Mon- 
day night at the office of Grant 
Dolge, to organize themselves to 


years 


combat any endeavors of the pro- 
ducers to eliminate them from the 
industry by refusing to issue fran- 
chises to any. 

This group of agents decided to 
band together after conferring with 
M. C. Levee, of the producers’ com- 
mittee, which is investigating con- 
ditions brought about BY unethical 
and arrogant agents. ‘Levee had 
brought them in to discuss matters, 


| but being grouped instead of indi- 


Women Meeting | 


vidual, none offered a remedy for 
what has been going on. 

Those who participated in the 
meeting at the Levee office and 


then met Monday night besides 
Dolge, who for some time has been 
trying to organize the agents, in- 
cluded: Freddie Fralick, Eddie Sil- 
ton, Harry Lichtig, Frank Joyce of 
Joyce & Selznick, John Lancaster, 
S. George Ullman, George Franks, 
of Small office, and Arthur Landau. 
Old Agents 

Practically all of these agents 
are known as the old line group and 
have been in the business several 
years. 

During the current week the 
members of the committee are in- 
terviewing other agents as well as 
actors, directors and writers, who 
have some grievance as a result of 
methods employec by some of the 
agents. Efforts are also being 
made by the committee to ascer- 
tain definitely what connectiogs 
certain agents have with studids, 
and also if relatives of certain 
studio executives are given privil- 
eges not granted to other agents 

It is hardly likely that franchis¢s 
will be awarded the agents that are 
okayed during the probe much be- 
fore May 1. 

No “Monopoly” 

Producers’ Association has given 
an advance kibosh to any plan con- 
cocted within the ranks of agents 
cocted within the ranks of agents 
designed to create a clique or mo- 
to a meeting of eight agents called 
for tonight (Tuesday) at the office 
of Grant E. Dolge. 

Word immediately got around 
town that these boys were to be the 
fair-haired sons, as they were called 
into conference last week by Mike 
Levee. When producers learned of 
the prevailing impression word was 
sent to Dolge that if his coterie of 
agents were on the level they would 
call off their select fraternity get- 
together and instead hold a general 
meeting of all agents. . 

Efforts of some of the agents 
whose reputations are not overly 
sanitary, to maneuver themselves 
into advantageous positions while 
spreading the idea that only a 
chosen few, themselves included, 
would get by, raised havoc in the 
rumor market. Producers burned 
and let it be known that they would 
only recognize the actions of a gen- 
eral meeting. 


Harding, Not Claire 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Ann Harding instead of Ina Claire 
will be starred by Pathe in “Holi- 
day.” 
Company has just paid $40,000 for 
the rights. 


40 Colored Extras 


Hollywood, March 11. 

After milking the Los Angeles 
colored belt of available singing tal- 
ent to form a chorus of 40 colored 
voices, Radio finally found enough 
after testing more than 500 appli- 
cants. 

Chorus will be used in “Dixianna” 
with each singer placed on cone- 
tract for duration of the produc- 
tion. 

















An optimist sees an oppor- 
tunity in every difficulty. | 
A pessimist sees ai diffi- 
culty in every opportunity. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTTE! 
18@ West 44th Street 
New York 
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Film Critics Box Sc 
SCORE AS OF MARCH 8 
Key to the abreviations: P.C. (pictures caught), R. (right), W. 
(wrong), O. (no opinion expressed), Pct. (percentage). 
CHICAGO 
P.C. R. Ww. Oo. PCT. 
ROB REEL* (American)...... .- 100 84 14 2 .840 
CLARK RODENBACH (News)... 102 84 11 7 824 
CAROL FRINK (Examiner)...... 96 78 12 6 .819 
DORIS ARDENT (Times)........ 104 74 28 2 pe 
MAE TINEE (Tribune)......... 103 61 42 592 
*Hazel Flynn. tMuriel Vernon. tFrances Kurner. 
NEW YORK 
P.C. R. WwW O. PCT. 
QUINN MARTIN (World)........ 115 87 21 7 .757 
REGINA CREWE (American) 127 94 27 " .740 
BLAND JOHANESON (Mirror)... 156 112 37 7 .718 
GEORGE GERHARD (Eve. World) 131 94 29 8 717 
ROSE PELSWICK (Journal)..... 129 93 22 14 .713 
JOHN S. COHEN, Jr. (Sun)...... 142 100 35 7 .704 
JULIA SHAWELL -(Graphic).... 125 85 33 7 .680 
MORDAUNT HALL (Times)..... 112 75 22 15 .670 
RICHARD WATTS (Her. Tribune) 118 76 3; 4 .644 
IRENE THIRER (News)......... 120 ” 76 $4 : 633 
WILLIAM BOEHNEL (Telegram) 79 48 25 6 595 
THORNTON DELEHANTY (Post) 21 12 7 2 57 
MARG’T TAZELAAR (H. Tribune) 40 22 10 8 550 
Variety’s Own Score 
P.C. R. Ww. Oo. PCT. 
VARIETY (Combined).......... « 178 140 33 809 











CHAUVE - SOURIS 
FLOPS HARD 
FOR PUBLIX 


Once Legit Stage Sensa- 
tion, Canceled as Non- 
Mass Draw 


First Publix unit to turn out a 
flop, necessitating its withdrawal, 
is “Chauve-Souris,” stage show 
adaptation of the Russian produc- 
tion brought over several years ago 
by Morris Gest, and a legit stage 
sensation over here for years, The 
unit folds tomorrow (Thursday) on 
conclusion of its date at the Par- 
amount, Brooklyn. When the unit 
reached New York from the Bos- 
ton engagement, Publix was satis- 
fied it wasn’t a go. It handed Nikita 
Baileff and supporting artists the 
customary two weeks’ notice. 

It was found the unit failed to 
draw sufficiently well to warrant 
further playing, the Russian type of 


entertainment apparently lacking 
popular appeal 
Salaries of $6,000 were involved 


in the operation of the presentation 
show. While the original cost of 
production ran into handsome fig- 
ures, much of the scenery and cos- 
tumes were obtained from Baileff 
and others with the _ original 
“Chauve-Souris.” There is no great 
scenery and costume loss as a re- 
sult, On washing up tomorrow, 
unit will have played only four 
weeks for Publix. 
New “Sunny Days” 

A special stage show, “Sunny 
Days,” has been produced by Carl- 
ton Winkler, assistant unit pro- 
ducer for Publix, to fill the gap 
opened by canceling “Chauve- 
Souris.” Special show opens Friday 
(March 15) at the Stanley, Jersey 
City, to fill out the Publix tour. 

Although this is the first unit 
actually produced by Winkler, he 
will net permanently join the regu- 
lar producer staff in Publix. 

Harry Rose, Billy Myers, 
Thompson, the Andresens, | 
Gobs and the Fred Evans Girls were 
hurriedly lined up for “Sunny 
Days.” | 

| 





Helen 
Three 


Ash Back at Par 
Paul Ash is set for a repeat date 
of five weeks at the Paramount, 
New York, «yening March 28. 


MAUGHAM’S “FLAME” 
INFLAMES VATICAN 


Rome, March 11. 

Somerset Maugham is afoul of the 
Vatican through the Italian version 
of his play, “Sacred Flame.” The 
“Osservatoree Romano,” official or- 
gan of the Holy See, characterizes 
the play as dangerous to the young 
and morally repugnant, in that its 
premise is that murder is sometimes 
excusable, 

Vatican publication two-columned 
its condemnation of the Maugham 
work, but the local dailies are di- 
vided on the play. They concur on 
its immorality, with a minority find- 
ing in it the “full poetry of hu- 
manity.” 

Paris, March 11, 

Horace DeCarbuccia’s adaptation 
of “Sacred Flame” is due here at the 
Porte St. Martin as a fall presenta- 
tion. 


One of Peany’s Ex’s, 
Count, Now Working 


A count who crashed publicity in 
a big way by marrying Peggy Hop- 
kins Joyce, has actually gone into 
the p. a, racket. It’s Count Gosta 
Morner, of the Swedish nobility, 
who married .and was divorced by 
the much-hooked-up Peggy. 

The count is selling publicity 
contracts for Holman Harvy, pub- 
licity service. 

Peggy is expected at the vaude 
Palace, New York. 

Just what’s Peg’s price or when 
for displaying ner s. a. on the twice 
daily stage isn’t mentioned. 

R-K-O thinks it’s going to get 
Peggy for under $5,000 for a week. 
Reports says Peg’s money figure as 
a freak exhibit is around $6,000 or 
$6,000,000. 

The Joyce girl recently 
book, or they say she did. 


ZOE AKIN’S ON “ROSE” 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Paramount has designated Zoe 
Akins to write the screen treatment 
for “Rose of the Rancho.” It will be 
made on a large scale, 
Franke Harling and Leo 





wrote a 





Robbins 


| will write the music score, 





Directing Boles 
Los Angeles, March 11. 


After completing “Beyond Vic- 


tory” for Pathe, John Robertson will 
return to U. 

He will direct John Boles in an 
operetta on gypsy life being written 
by Conrad Bercovici. 





\York critical 





‘ROB REEL' INCH. 
INN MARTIN, NY 





| Chicago Girl Reviewer Leads 


All with .840, Exceptional- 
ly High — Three-quarter 
Season’s Score — Trio of 
Chicago Critics Lead All 
New York Entries 


HIGH HAT WRITING 


Quinn Martin at the three-quarter 
in front of the 
film division, 


New 
hotly 
pursued by a tightly packed squad- 
ron. In Chicago the gal _ that’s 
known as Rob Reel, to her friends 
Hazel Flynn, is glimpsed in a cloud 
of dust appraised at .840, a strong 


post is out 


offer. Both have stepped ahead 
since the last score, replacing for- 
mer leaders. 


Regina Crewe (American) was the 
Manhattan bellwether usurped by 


Martin. Her diminuition of pace 


is slight, however, and now in sec- 
ond place she may regain her lost 
leadership. 

Again the Windy City percent- 
ages range far higher than the New 
Yorkers. Three of the mid-west 
reviewers top .800, a matter of 43 
points better than Martin’s winning 
total in the east. Probable ex- 
planation continues to be the Chi- 
cago reviewers’ habit of writing for 
the flapper trade, ignoring high 
brow angles which greatly pre- 
occupy the Gotham scholars to the 
detriment of their commercial per- 
spicacity. 

There is slight evidence of any 
curtailment of no opinions among 
the chief offenders in. New York. 
Whether or not more straddle re- 
views were written prior to “Va- 
riety’s” box score can, in the ab- 
sence of statistics, be surmised but 
not proved. 

New York critics inasfar as “Va- 
riety’s” score annoys or interests 
them seem not to understand that 
no opinion business. These demerits 
are picked up ordinarily when a re- 
viewer runs into a picture he or she 
would like to pan but hedges for 
reasons best known to themselves. 
Common practice is to comment on 
the audience “seeming” to like it or 
of listing the qualifications of mind, 
culture and background necessary 
to enjoy such a picture. Net re- 
sult of such a review is to give 
the reader a blurred, unintelligible 
and worthless impression and “Va- 
riety” invariably interprets it as a 
no opinions. 

High Forehead Bunch 

It may be reiterated that “Va- 
riety,” since dialog changed every- 
thing, has revised its criterion 
somewhat. Profitable pictures from 
the producer-distributor’s , stand- 
point are not necessarily rated as 
successes. Circuit affiliations, arti- 
ficial respiration and other factors 
are discounted and the quality of 
the picture as entertainment. is 
taken into consideration. Because 
of this altered approach in classi- 
fying pictures “Variety” no longer 
places such dependence upon sales 
departments’ figures as before. It 
is now more alike to the drama 
grading. 

Few changes of importance have 
occurred since the last tabulation. 
Thornton Delehanty (Post) Is a 
newcomer in the Manhattan group. 


He is a former press agent and 
writer rated with .the lofty fore- 
head fraternity. In Chicago the 
Post is dropped through its re- 


unsigned. 
29-30 season 


views now appearing 

Final score of the 
will be published in “Variety” the 
first week in June It will bring 
to an end the third year of the 
film section of what William Bo- 
litho has called “the grim score.” 
Fourth tabulation follows immedi- 
ately without the summer interlude 
that characterizes the legit critics’ 
guesses, 
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Commencing with this 


segregated. 
news. 


the speaking stage. 





Foreign News in This Issue 


issue of 
In this picture department weekly will be all of the foreign film 


In the legitimate department will be found the foreign news of 


Variety the foreign news is 








Fox Studio Stock Company Will 
Be Raised to 90 People in All 











Sheehan’s “Sensation” 


During the hectic meeting 
of Fox stockholders last 
Winnie Sheehan suddenly pre- 
sented a plan which caused an 
unanimous uprising 
Proposal was for $50 
of coffee and sandwiches 


week 


worth 





. 








FRENCH STARS 
GO TO PAR FOR 
BIG MONEY 


Paris, March 11. 

Sacha Guitry and Yvonne Prin- 
temps. co-starred for a talker fea- 
ture for Paramount in return for 
1,000,000 francs er about $40,000 at 
current exchange, 

Figure is looked upon as extraor- 
dinary for the stars of a French pic- 
ture version, since the salary named 
is about what a picture used to earn 


in French territory in the days of 
silents. 
Paramount.also has contracted 


Saint Granier for a year and may be 
grooming him as a second Chevalier 
if the actor-author’s English proves 
satisfactory. 

Saint Granier is runner up to 
Chevalier in popular regard here, 


Weather 


Washington, March 11. 

Weather Bureau furnishes “Va- 
riety” the following. outlook for 
week beginning tomorrow (12): 

Generally fair next several days, 
except some probability of showers 
Thursday or Thursday night. 

Colder by Friday and warmer by 
Sunday (16). 








London, March 11, 

Mild and a strong hint of spring 
here. Yesterday’s (Monday) rain 
was the first in weeks, 

Business conditions generally un- 
changed. Good legit shows are do- 
ing well, the new ones are doubtful 
and there have been numerous 
withdrawals. 

Paris, March 11. 

A chill that called for winter 
overcoats has followed a balmy 
fortnight. Town thought spring was 
here, but instead they are getting 
harsh winds and rain. 


Edgar Selwyn’s Film? 


It is reported Edgar Selwyn may 





direct one picture for Metro over 
the summer, 
Next fall Selwyn will produce 


Frederick Lonsdale’s sequel to “Last 
of Mrs. Cheyney.” Lonsdale is now 
at work on it. 


“Unholy Three” Talking 





Culver City, March 11. 
Metro is going to make “The 
Unholy Three” talk. This is the 


Tod Browning script which Chaney 
did as a silent with Browning 
recting, 

Some trouble clearing the d 
rights, but the studio fixed. It w 
Ha I 


log 


remake with Chaney and 
Earls, the midget who played 
cigar smoking baby in the origina 
version. 


di- 





Jack Gardner, casting director 
for Fox Films in Hollywood, is in 
New York, for the purpose it is 
reported, of increasing the current 
Fox stock company of players at 
the studios to 90 people It now 
has around 60. 

Gardner has been at the For 
studio on 10th avenue daily since 
jreaching New York about two 
|} weeks ago. He will remain an- 
other two weeks. 


The increased Fox stock list con- 
tradicts reports from Hollywood 
about a general reduction in all 
studios there of what are known as 
contracted players. 

Mr. Gardner arrived in New York 
with his wife, Louise Dresser, either 
not having the big street 
for seven years. Miss Dresser had 
to return to the coast to commence 


seen 


a film engagement. She reached 
there Sunday night. 
Before Gardner stepped into the 


important post at Fox’s casting of- 
fices, he was an agent in the film 
colony, one of the first. Previously 


an actor, juvenile, in nearly every 
stage branch, Gardner became 
peculiarly well equipped for his 


LENORE ULRIC SPLITS 
WITH FOX—PAID OFF 


Hollywood, March 112. 
Lenore Ulric will not complete 
her contract calling for two more 
pictures for Fox, 
Neither she nor the 
satisfied with her 


studio is 
previous two, 


“Frozen Justice” and “South Sea 
Rose.” 

A cash compromise was agreed 
upon, 


For the present Miss Ulric 
confine herself to the stage, 


will 








Rex Bell with Par 


Rex Bell, cowboy star formerly 
with Fox, goes with Paramount. 

His first Par role will not be that 
of a cowboy, but rather as a gob in 
Clara Bow’s “True to the Navy.” 


Leads in Film Musical 
Nancy Carroll and Buddy Rogers 
will co-star in the musical talker 
of “Follow Thru,” to be placed in 
production by Par the end of the 
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Lansing, Mich, Made Sillier by 
Hudson's Nei 


Wednesday, March 12, 1930 











shbors 








eames - 
! 
Lansing, Mich., March 11. | 

Efforts of a ccmmittee represent 
fme the Lansing Council of Church 
Women to take some of the heat 
out of “Hot for Paris. showing 
for a week at the Capitol here 
failed. 

Fifi Dorsay, Victor McLaglen and 
El Brendel fought and loved their 
Way across the screen of the State 
theatre at East Lansing several 
weeks ago. Members of the Council 
of Church Women, who saw the/ 
picture, considered certain parts | 
too warm A communication was | 
sent to the Butterfield headquar- | 


ters in Detroit asking that the film 
not be brought to any Lansing | 
theatre. } 

When the picture was booked for | 


the Capitol, the Church Council ask- | 
ed for a special screening before 
the police censor board. Local the- 
atremen were somewhat surprised, 


saying a survey of film exchanges 
revealed Lansing to be the first city 
in the country to question the 
screening of “Hot for Paris.” 

Following the special screening, | 
Chief Alfred Seymour and Captain | 
John O’Brien, both of the Lansing | 
police department, said they saw | 
nothing wrong with the picture and 
permitted it to open the regular 
run, The group of church women 
who had attended the pre-view 
were not satisfied and for the first 
two days of the run—Friday and 
Saturday—divided their time be- 
tween conferences with John Wen- 
dell Bird, county prosecuting at- 
torney; police authorities, H. J. 
Daly, manager of the Capitol, and 
Edwin Shields,-Lansing attorney for 
the Butterfield interests, 

The demand for suppression of 
the film was modified to a demand 
for deletion of certain scenes. 

Unsuceessful at every turn, the 
women announced they were to 
earry their fight to the floor of the 
city council, the halls of the state 
legislature and even to Congress. 
Among the committee members are 
neighbors of Congressman Grant M. 
Hudson, representative of the Sixth 
Michigan district, and author of the 
filmi censorship bill now before Con- 


gress. Congressman Hudson _re- 
sides at East Lansing and the 
League of Church Women has a 


membership from both East Lan- 
sing and Lansing. 
Lansing 

The publicity on their “purity” 
fight was picked up about the state, 
enhancing Lansing’s unpopular rep- 
utation for reform and fanaticism— 
reputation acquired through being 
the home of Fred Palm, who was 
sent to prison for life for pos- 
session of one pint of gin, the home 
of Mrs. Etta Mae Miller, aged 
grandmother, who was the first of 
her sex to receive a life sentence 
for a liquor law violation, and 
through being the home of Con- 
gzressman Hudson, whose dry lead- 
ership and picture censorship ac- 
tivities in Congress have rubbed 
the liberals the wrong way. 

That the failure in the local cen- 
sorship fight may split the League 
of Church Women appeared certain 
this week, when a number asked 
to withdraw from the organization 
because “it had been placed in a 
ridiculous light through its med- 
dling in things outside the church.” 

Among the leaders of the group 
with the militant reform urge are 
Mrs.'P. A. Johnson, Mrs. O. L. Snow, 
Mrs. B. H. Thompson and Mrs. Ear] 
Hathaway. They constituted the 
group at the censorship showing 
of “Hot For Paris,” and have been 
spokesmen for the organization .{n 
the matter of earrying their cen- 
sorship to the floor of the city coun- 


Shubert’s Own Report 


Lee Shubert issuing personal 


in the 
Shubert 


be reflected 
advance of the 


this week 


seemed to 
market 


stock early 


A story came out in a daily 
that the Shuberts might join 
with Paramount and Warner. 
Previously the Shuberts were 
about to be taken over by 
Pathe, but the downtown 


bankers declined to underwrite 
the proposition. R-K-O about 
the same time also turned 
down the proposal to buy 
Pathe-Shubert if that deal 
were closed, which was another 
cause of it fading away. 

The Paramount-W 
juncture in the report suggest- 


arnet! 


ed the Paramount and War- 
ner deal is again coming up, 
although that is denied by 


those most interested. The fact 
that Adolph Zukor and Harry 
Warner have been together on 
the coast for the past week 
not accepted as anything be- 
yond a visiting coincidence. 

Nothing is reported in inner 
film circles about any Shubert 
connection recently started by 
the Shuberts. Its stock is mea- 
gerly held by the public or 
show people, with the liklihood 
any rise in its quotations would 
be created by the Shubert 
group’s own dealings. 

More talk since the death of 
A. L. Erlanger has centered 
on the possibility of an amal- 
gamation now of the Erlanger 
and Shubert legit theatrical 


properties, if such a coalition 
could be effected without a 
provision that the Shuberts, 


themselves, retire from the 


legit picture. 





tatements in Chicago that his 
legit firm is about to hook up 
with a picture company, 











cil at once and to the halls of 
the state legislature next January. 


4 SHOWMEN DIED IN 
AUSTRALIA LAST WEEK 


Sydney, March 11. 

Four theatrica] deaths here last 
week. ; 
David Dalziell, picture actor, was 
killed in an auto crash while on his 


way to location, and Joe Wright, 
American acrobat, succumbed to a 
lingering illness. 

Frank Fitzgerald and Arthur 
Woed were fatally stricken by 
heart failure. Fitzgerald was a 
veteran Brisbane manager and 


Wood was, at one time, sales man- 


} 


| 


j 


employment 
“Queen Kelly” have been called in 
and settlements made. 

Indicates that work on this pic- 
ture 
the production cost, now estimated 
at 


contract 


$800,000 “QUEEN” 
SCRAPPED BY 


KENNEDY 


Hollywood, March 11 
who had guarantees 
on Gloria 


Players 


will not be resumed des] 
around $800,000 to date. 
Film was to have been 
by United Artists with J. 


nedy the producer. 


% 


MISS MACKAILL AS “GIR 





Reported Star for First National's 


Special Talker 





Hollywood, 
that Dorothy 
has not been renewed 
the Warners, it is understood 
will be starred in “The Girl 


Despite 


of 


Golden West.” 


It is to be made by the First 


tional subsidiary. 


Suiits Offer 


Despite Aarons & Freedley ; 


Sam H. Harris negotiating for the 
services of George and Ira Gersh- 
win, it is said the Gershwin boys 
may go pictures if they cam get 
an agreeable offer. 

Film company wants them to 
write an original musical, but the 


sum offered is holding up the deal 


Desmond in Vaude 


Picture lights of a former day : 


Swanson’s 


released 
Ken- 


Mareh 11. 
Mackaill’s 


she 


Na- 


of 


rite 


” 


by 


the 


ind 


| 
|'MAX and HARRY NESBIT 





Two full-of-pep boys from South 
Africa a riot at the most talked-of 


Doubling in vaudeville. 

Now playing eighth 
America, Opening in 
Novembe r. 


month 
Berlin 





‘DIRTY POLACK” 
POLISH INSULT 


Buffalo, March 11. 


A remark by Winnie Lightner in 


Warners’ “She Couldn’t Say No” 
at Shea’s, in which the star 
verbally attacked another character 
in the picture, using the epithet 
“Dirty Polack,” brought a formal 
protest from the Polish Consul to 


the theatre, 
The Consul stated that he had re- 
ceived a score of complaints charg- 
ing the words were a direct in- 
sult to the Polish people and asked 
that the passage be deleted. 
“This protest is made as a repre- 
sentative of the Polish govern- 
ment,” said the diplomat, “because 
the use of such epithets is in bad 
taste and makes for international 
hostility and misunderstanding.” 
The management of the theatre 
stated it could do nothing to de- 
lete the remark as the picture was 
merely rented for a week and the 
rental entailed no _ privileges of 
ownership. 


MILDRED BROWN SAYS 
HUSBAND IS INDISCREET 





Bridgeport, March 11. 

Mrs. Mildred Brennan, daughter 
of a distinguished New Haven fam- 
ily and known as a pianist, has 
filed action for divorce against her 
husband. Mrs. Brennan was Mil- 
dred Brown, daughter of a promi- 
nent dentist. 

Mrs. Brennan is at present mak- 
ing her temporary home with Dr. 


Brown at 859, Edgewood avenue, 
New Haven, Mrs. Brennan has 
been accompanist to Leatrice Joy 


for a long time. 

According to the writ filed in New 
Haven, Mrs. Brennan charges her 
husband with intimacy with an un- 
named woman in Kew Gardens, 
Long Island. Information divulges 
that she charges her husband with 
being indiscreet on various occa- 
sions dating from October 1, 1929. 
They were married in New Haven 
on July 8, 1925. 

While the woman whom Mrs. 
Brennan charges that her husband 
has been holding an affair with is 
mentioned as “Jane Doe,” the post 
office slip attached to the writ dis- 
closes that apparently Brennan has 
been living with the “other woman” 


as man and wife in an apartment 
house. 
The “signature requested” slip 





are 


now bLeing recruited for R-W-O en 
gagements. Latest star of the 


|day s 

mond, 
115, at the Chester, 
Right 
Smith 
MaclIvor (Mrs. Desmond) and Harry 
Shutan are in support. 





ager for Fox films here. 


in is William D 
opens Saturday, 
3ronx, in 
Man,” sketei by 


and John T. Doyle. 


brought 
who 


Mie 


Following the vaude tour 





Ot a ee oe 


a 


old 


es- 


March 
“The 
Charles 


ary 


Des- 
mond says he is returning to Hol- 
lywood to go back into pictures. 


discloses that the papers served on 


| Brennan by registered mail was 
(signed by “T. Stanley Brennan by 
Mrs. T. Stanley Brennan.” The ad- 


dress of Brennan is given as 119-20 


| Union turnpike, Kew Gardens, Lone 


| With the General Outdoor Advertis- | 
' 


Island. 


Brennan is said to be emploved 


ing Company. 

It is said Miss Joy contemplates 
}a tour of Europe soon and Mrs. 
Brennan may accompany her. It is 


| 
| 





believed the screen actress is wait- 
ing the disposal of the divorce ac- 
tion brought by her friend and ac- 
companist. 





cabaret on Broadway, Hollywood 
Restaurant. 

Just finished eighth week and 
held over for four more weeks. | 


in 
in 








B. S. Moss’ Story 


Saturday p. m. B. S. Moss in- 








vited the newspaper boys to 
drop into his office and hear a 
story. 

That story got on some of 


the front pages Monday. 
What B. S. said -he was g0- 


ing to do is to build or secure 


40 or more theatres anywhere 
and return to the show busi- 
ness, 


What B. S. has done so far is 
to make up his mind to take 
back and operate his Colony 
theatre at Broadway and 52nd, 
under lease to Universal, 
the fat- 
of any 
rental 


| 


|} now 
|} at what is said to be 


test profit making rent 


} 
Broadway theatre, U’s 


annually for the Colony is 
$225,000, net. 
After that B. S. thinks he 
may build at 8th avenue and 
23re street. : 


3efore that EB. S. sold out his 
theatre holdings to Keith's for 
$3,000,000. Before that he was 
theatrical site 


noted as quite a 
| picker. 3efore that he didn’t 
have $3,000,000. 
It’s the itch come back. 











Thin Edwina Boot 
Must Get Fatter 
For ‘Trader Horn 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Completion of “Trader Horn” 
Metro is’ indefinitely postponed, 
pending the fattening up of Edwina 
Booth, femme lead. Studio dis- 
covered that she was _ looking 
emaciated, due to the effects of 
fever contracted whif® in Africa, 
on location. 
Metro has the young woman ata 
mountain resort trying to pick up 
those lost pounds. Company is pay- 


at 


ing all expenses despite Miss 
Booth’s contract specifically ab- 
solving Metro in case of tropical 
distempers. 


Metro had some difficulty in cast- 
ing the part originally because of 
the African hardships involved. 


22 FEATURED PLAYERS 
IN “KING OF JAZZ” 





Universal City, March 11. 

With shooting completed == on 
“King of Jazz’ this week at Uni- 
versal, the picture will be released 
with 26 featured players .getting 
sereen credit. Line up as they will 
appear has Paul Whiteman, John 
Boles, Laura LaPlante, Glenn 
Tryon, Jeanette Loff, Merna Ken- 
nedy, Kathryn Crawford, Otis Har- 


lan, Slim Summerville, Stanley 
Smith, Billy Kent, Grace Hayes, 
Sisters “G,’ Rythm Boys, Brox 
Sisters, George Chiles, Jacques 
Cartier, Al Norman, Frank Leslie, 
Jeanie Lang, Charles Irwin, Paul 
Howard, Marian Statler and Don 


Rose, Tommy Atkins Sextette and 
Nell O'Day, Wilbur Hall, John Ful- 
ton and Russell Markert dancers. 


Tyler for Pathe 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Pathe is to make ae series of 
western shorts with Tom Tyler 
formerly an FBO cowboy. 
Mona Ray will be opposite. 
Delacey, who directed Tyler on the 
other lot, will have charge 


30b 


again 
Pivar Returns 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Morris Pivar returns to Universal 





as film editor, following the resig- | 


;nation of Del Anderes. 
Pivar left months 
join Columbia. 


three azo to 


Magician as “Spider” 
Fred Keating, magician, recently 
jin vaude and musicals, now at the 
Casanova Club, may go talker, ap- 
| pearing in “The Spider” for Par’as 
this first. 


Lecture Course for Club Women 
On How to Critically 


— 


Pre-Review 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Three lectures have been given in 
the school for picture reviewers ar- 


ranged by Mrs, Thomas G. Winter, 
associate public relations director 
of the WPPDA, 

Idea of the course is to give 180 
club women of the Preview com- 


mittee, issuing pre-release endorse- 
ments to their national bodies, con- 
sciousness of entertainment value 

Lectures so far by Paul Bern on 


“What Previewers Need to Know 
Concerning the Producers’ View- 
point,” by William C. DeMille: on 
“Basal Principles of Criticism,” and 
by Ralph Block on “Motion Pic- 
tures and the Other Arts.” 

Dr. Margaret Carhart of the 


drama department, U. of California, 
lectures March 17 on “Motion Pic- 
tures and the Audience.” 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr. set for 
}April 3 to talk on “Motion Pictures 
jand the World.” 
Jason S. Joy 
jon “Problems of Criticism.” 





will speak April 17 
31 


chance 


A special meeting March will 
igive the women reviewers a 


| to ask questions and have them 


janswered. Course concludes May 5 
iwith a forum conducted by Mrs. 
Winter. 

The previewers’ school meets 


twice a month in the assembly room 


at Association of MP Producers’ 
headquarters here. Mimeographed 
resumes of the lectures are sent 


out to members after each meeting. 
Junior League In 

Junior League of Los Angeles has 
joined the women’s preview com- 
mittee sitting five mornings a week 
under auspices of the Hays organi- 
zation. 

There are now six groups rep- 
resented, with endorsements broad- 
east to national organizations. The 
}preview committee has reviewed .258 
|pictures since starting April 8, 1929. 

Five women represent each group 
at the previews at Academy head- 
quarters, with each group’s total 
membership on the committee 60. 


ACTORS CAN’T CAMERA 
THEIR OWN PICTIRES 


Hollywood, March 11}. 

Still or motion picture photography 
within the studios or on location by 
any person not authorized by the 
studio is strictly prohibited. Orders 
are that any one caught filming a 
motion picture set or studio build- 
ing for their personal use will meet 
with immediate dismissal. 

The order, generally adopted by 
the studios, was instigated through 
the increasing habit of actors tak- 
ing up the hobby of amateur pice 
ture photography. One of the stu- 
dio contract players recorded a 
complete picture in which she play- 
ed the featured part and thought 
it great sport to have prints made 
from her negative and sent them 
to friends and relatives back east. 
Scenes that she could not photoe 
graph herself were recorded by her 
maid who stood on the side lines 
while the actress emoted. 


Jannings and Veidt 
Back on Foreign Stage 


Berlin, March 2. 
Jannings and Veidt, the prodigal 
sons from Hollywood, are returning 

to the legit stage between talkers. 
Emil Jannings is beginning with 
some revivals of former roles at the 
Deutsches Volkstheater in Vienna, 
He is afraid of presenting himself 
first tc the critical Berlin public and 








wants to work in again in good- 
natured Vienna. 
Conrad Veidt will make his first 


appearance shortly at the intimate 


Tribuene, when he will play the 
leading role in “He,” by Alfred 
Savoir 


Fitzmaurice’s Price 


Hollywood, March 11. 
With Fitzmaurice’s U A 
contract expiring this month, Metro 
ana Universal 
rector. 
Fitzmaurice is 
picture. He got 


George 


are after the di- 
asking $60,000 a 
§75.000 from | \ 


Wrestler Coast-Engaged 


Nat Pendleton, wrestler, engased 
by Warners through Doe Stevens for 
“Aragon Trail.” 

Pendleton departs for the coast 


April 1. 
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FOX MATTER 









Courtlandt Smith Reported In 
On New Newsreel for Warners 


The official okay by the Warner | 
Brothers has been put on the sub- 
ject of a Warner newsreel. Court- 
jandt Smith, it is heard in Warner, 
Fox and Hearst offices, is to shortly 
move his staff of A. Sponable, en- 
gineer and inventor, and Jack Con- 
nelly, former Fox foreign Movietone 
contact man, into 44th street head- 
quarters. 

There is no interest in the move 
ou the part of Hearst. The pub- 
lisher, under his Metrotone-Movie- 
tone understanding with Fox, is 
legally bound to refrain from any 
ether sound newsreel activities. 

Hearst last fall was associated 
with the Warners in a deal for a 
reel. This was before the Fox move, 
and the brothers turned it down, At 
that time, and even a few months 
ago, their executives took the stand 
that the newsreel field was crowded. 

Smith, who has been a frequent 
visitor to the Warner plant of late, 
Was reported immediately after his 
letout by Fox to be standing by 
awaiting the outcome of court pro- 
ceedings. 

Smith joining forces with the 
Warners is regarded from a more 
significant perspective by those on 
the “in” of Smith's activities while 
head of Fox Movietone. They re- 
call that it was Smith who was 
largely responsible for the inception 
of the 100% newsreel theatre, which 
the Embassy has personified with 
wuch success that “Variety” since 
the house opened is charged with 
underestimating its box-office re- 
ceipts by $1,000 and $2,000 weekly. 

The friendliness of Warners and 
Paramount comes in at this point 
when it is recalled that Fox-Hearst 
is now conceded to have the news- 
reel theatre situation in their lap. 
Should the first two companies 
reach a similar newsreel under- 
standing, where they would co-oper- 
ate and not duplicate, it is admitted 
by the present powers that their 
present hold on the situation would 
be broken. 

Another Interest 

As things now stand, expansion of 
the Hearst-Fox theatre programs 
will materialize regardless of what 
happens after the Fox session April 
15. Hearst, according to authorities, 
will assume the theatre end on his 
own responsibility. 

What other interest besides War- 
ners may be behind the proposed 
Swith-Warner newsreel is not dis- 
closed. That there is such an in- 
terest is rumored. 





Alma Rubens Opens 
Her Act in Yonkers 


Yonkers, N. Y., March 11. 

Alma Rubens opened here at 
Proctor’s as the start of an ex- 
pected RKO tour at $2,500. Her 
debut and break in salary here for 
the first half and this last half at 
the Coliseum, New York, is $1,000. 

Miss Rubens is the former pic- 
ture player who has received much 
publicity over her health. -On the 
stage she looks exceedingly becom- 
ing with no trace of illness. 


Her turn is divided into two 
parts. First Miss Rubens appears 
with a pianist, doing some songs. 


The act then goes into a skit, with 
three people in support. During 
the later section, Miss Rubens does 
an “All there is” impersonation of 
Ethel Barrymore, and another of 
Helen Kane. 

With Miss Rubens’ mimicry and 
songs go a sort of conversational 
recital, with the Kane impersona- 
tion really her own number. 





due at the 
last half of 


Miss Rubens is 
Coliseum, N. Y., the 
this week. 





FARNOL’S ADDED WORK 

Lynn Farnol, eastern publicity di- 
rector for Samuel Goldwyn, now 
combines the additional duties of 
scenario editor and eastern casting 
director. 

He is looking at plays and players 
for forthcoming Goldwyn produc- 





tions. 








Tia Juana, March 11 

Stranger walks into the San 

Francisco bar, says “Hello, 
Charlie!” 

Charlie Goldie says ‘Hello,” 
with that where’ve-I-seen-you 
look. 

Stranger—‘“Don't 
me, Charlie?” 

Charlie — “No.” 
you?” 

Stranger—‘“‘Lon Chaney.” 

That’s all. The only point is 
the stranger was Lon Chaney. 


PRESIDENCY OF 
FOX REFUSED 
BY DR. KLEIN 


Washington, March 11. 

Dr. Julius Klein, Assistant Secre- 
tary of Commerce, confirms reports 
that he had been offered and de- 
clined the presidency of Fox Films 
and Fox Theatres. To make a di- 
rect statement as to why he de- 
clined, Dr. Klein said, would be un- 
fair to the film and theatres com- 
pany. He preferred anything in 
that line “to come from New York.” 

He did admit the offer was an at- 
tractive one as to compensation, 
“the $150,000 a year reported being 
about the right figure.” When 
questioned as to which faction in 
the present controversy, Fox or 
Halsey-Stuart, had made the offer, 
Dr, Klein answered by stating “It 
was a combined group.” 

That overtures of this nature 
should have been made to Dr. Klein 
are not surprising. He is the one 
government official known both in 
financial circles and throughout the 
country as not only a great organ- 
izer, a wizard with statistics (car- 
rying most of them in his head), 
but also as being very well ac- 
quainted, through years of experi- 
ence in his commerce assignments 
with the business end of the pic- 
ture industry. 

In making observation on his re- 
fusal of the offer, Dr. Klein’s com- 
ment was in effect a wise conceal- 
ment of any specific reason. This 
is very likely the result of his de- 
sire to not “cause the Fox interests 
any embarrassment.” 

Plenty of explanations and rumors 
are floating hereabouts. One is as 
acceptable as any other, though the 
most plausible story, besides the 
fact that he has turned down many 
other commercial offers principally 
because of the love of his job, is 
that Dr. Klein’s political star is in 
the ascendancy under the present 
G. O. P. regime. Those always 
willing to predict look for him to be 
elevated to higher Cabinet honors— 
in short, the word “assistant” may 
be dropped from his official title. 

Dr. Klein would say nothing as 
to whether William Fox, personally, 
knew of the offer made to him. 


The Graingers by Boat: 
Conferences with Sheehan 


Mr. and Mrs. James R. Grainger 
left New York Saturday to saif to 
Hollywood. The trip is about 13 
days. 

It will be in the nature of a rest 


you know 


Who are 




















for Jimmy Grainger, general dis- 
tribution head for Fox. 
While in the _ picture’ colony 


Grainger expects to hold his annual 
conferences with W, R. Sheehan, 
Fox production chief, now in New 
York. Sheehan will return west by 
train when leaving the metropolis 


after his long local stay occasioned 


by the Fox situation, Probably 
next month, 
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| William Fox Claims Victory | 


for Blair - Bancamerica 
Financing Plan, but Trus- 
tees Remain Under Court’s 
Decision—April 15 Gen- 
eral Meeting Next Big 
Day Claimed Unless Ad- 
justment Meantime— 
Financing Plan Prepared 


SHEEHAN’S ATTITUDE 





After the two sets of Fox com- 
panies’ stockholders had _ finished 
their tumult Thursday, the William 
Fox business affairs seemed as far 
up in the air as ever. William Fox 
claimed a personal and banking 
victory for the Blair-Bancamerica- 
Lehman-Dillion-Read financing plan, 
while the Halsey Stuart opposition 
and plan alleged that under New 
York Supreme Court Justice Levy’s 
decision refusing Fox’s application 
to restrain his two _ co-trustees 
against voting the William Fox per- 
sonally-owned Class B stock, that 
the trustees, Harry Stuart and J. 
E. Otterson, remained as _  co- 
trustees with Mr. Fox, and would 
vote his majority of the voting 
Class B holdings at the Fox annual 
meeting April 15, next. 

An outstander of last week that 
caused as much trade talk as the 
stockholders’ meetings was the at- 
titude taken by W. R. Sheehan and 
James R. Grainger, in publicly an- 
nouncing their preference for the 
Halsey Stuart plan. Joining with 


Sheehan and Grainger in the 
printed proclamation were John 
Zanft, Saul Rogers and Clayton 


Sheehan, other Fox executives. 

It appears from information that 
the Sheehan group within the Fox 
organization decided the Halsey 
Stuart financing plan entailed a 
lesser expense upon the companies 
than the Blair-Bancamerica, and 
they favored it for that reason. 

Whether it’s ar open break be- 
tween the Fox and Sheehan factions 
can not be ascertained. Like Wil- 
liam Fox, W. R. Sheehan is very 
firm in his convictions and not 
backward about expressing them 
as the Sheehan manifesto attested. 
Sheehan has been most frequently 
mentioned as the next president of 
the Fox companies, if William Fox 
should retire. Sheehan's closest 
friends say he would not accept that 
post; that he is wedded to the pro- 
ducing end, where his Fox value 
apparently has been accurately ap- 
praised by both banking factions as 
well as the trade. 

Sheehan and Grainger are given 
huge credit for the part they have 
taken in the upbuilding of the 
enormous Fox institution. Though 
Sheehan is familiar with distribu- 
tion in which Grainger is an ace, 
Sheehan having established the Fox 
foreign sales system, the most ex- 
tensive of any film company’s, Shee- 
han does not want to make New 
York his headquarters, his friends 
emphatically state. 

Wm. Fox’s Retirement 

That William Fox may his 
personal holdings in the Fox com- 
panies and relinquish the presidency 
of both Fox Films and Fox The- 
atres still seems to be the main idea 
of the trade’s insiders. In that con- 
nection it is also said that a gen- 
eral adjustment of the entire 
situation may arise any day, through 
outside interests intervening. Mostly 
mentioned in that respect is Gen- 
eral Theatre Equipment Supply 
Company and its president, H. L. 
Clarke. Clarke is reported favoring 
the Halsey Stuart plan. 

Despite reported bitterness exist- 
ing between the banking sides to 
the Fox mess, a belief is that be- 
ing bankers and with meaty profit 
in sight from the Fox manipulation 
to come, that the bankers will get 
together on a common footing if 

(Continued on page 43) 


sell 





jhis attorney, Milton Cohen, to spill 
Fox | 


dirt in a cross complaint answer- 
ling Laura Rhinock Guasti, who 
married him twice. 

She is a daughter of the late 








STILL IN AIR | 
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> 
Had to Wire 

Alhambra, Harlem, New 
York, has been wired. It be- 
gan this week offering talkers | 
as part of the combo of pic- 
tures, tab drama and musical 
tabs. 

The house projects colored 
players in both the dramatic 
and musical tabs It wired | 
through inability to get enough | 
silents to keep going which 
prompted the house wiring for 
| talkers, 








DIRTY PICTURES 
BY AMATEURS 
SUGGESTED 


But Hays Office Says, 
“Glory Be, No, No”’— 
200,000 Home Cameras 


Where do the bad pictures that 
the censors never see and are pro- 
jected through the blue haze of 
some smokers, stags and other such 
assemblies of evil boys, come from? 

The Hays office doesn’t know. 
Such things are in the class of all 
other obscenities over which the po- 
lice alone have control and last 
word. 

The Hays office admits receiv- 
ing no complaints about the really 
naughty prints, but it is certain 
that none, at any time have been 
made during early morning or ex- 
clusive hours in Hollywood studios. 

With 16 millimeter film, the home 
size, now being used in over 200,- 
000 cameras by unregistered ama- 
teurs, and with 400,000 projection 
machines also in as many homes, 
there looms an illegitimate associa- 
tion with the film industry, many 
times its size, which can quietly do 
this and that with nary a thought 
for the bluebeards or clerics, 

It is quite possible that some 
home-size cameras are being turned 
to naughty work, and that their 
film is either magnified or exposed 
into the regulation screen size for 
obscene imaginations. 

This much the Hays office con- 
cedes, although it has heard noth- 
ing which would indicate such prac- 
tice. In fact, the Hays office seems 
to know nothing about smokers 
other than the singing and tobacco 
end. 

But the Hays office is decidedly 
in sympathy with any move to ar- 
rest any evil which might reflect on 
the professional picture business. 





Rey D’Arcy Spilling Dirt 
In Wife’s Divorce Suit 





Hollywood, March 11. 
Roy D’Arcy, former picture actor, 


has indicated he will change his 
mind about his wife’s divorce ac, 
tion. He now promises, through 


Joseph Rhinock. 


—__———_.» 





Banker Confers 


| 

Hollywood, March 11. 

Elisha Walker, of the Blair-Banc- | 

america, spent three days here con- | 

ferring with Jos. P. 

other pictures executives, in whose 
organizations the B! ymmpany 

interested. 


Kennedy and 


iir Cf 





Walker then left for New Orlean 


of William J 


; Will be in the musical 


Stage Hands Expect No Trouble 
Through Labor Day 


Contracts 


No serious trouble is anticipated 
by the stage hands’ international 
union over the adjustment of con- 
tracts for the period after Labor 
Dav, next hat is on the authurity 


Canavan, president of 


the International Association of 
Theatrical Stage Employees. 

About 50% of the IATSE out- 
Standing theatre contracts will ex- 
pire on or about Labor Day, said 
Mr. Canavan, speaking to a “Va- 
| riety” reporter They will be re- 
newed witt rno difficulty, he 
said, if the managers assume the 
attitude the union intends to take. 

“I can't see a single reason,” Mr. 


Canavan stated, “why we won't be 
able to get together. Although the 
picture and combination theatres 
now are highly prosperous, we have 
no demands to place before the 
managements that will in any sense 
alarm them. 

“We trust they will meet us in 
the same spirit. If they do, neither 
of us will be annoyed in the slight- 
est, I am certain.” 

Nothirg on Coast 

Asked about the objects of the 
trip made to the west coast by 
Canavan and Dick Green, Mr. Can- 
avan said that was for the purpose 
of selecting a hotel for the IATSHE 
convention in June and to confer 
with the Cameramen’s Union out 
there, now a part of the IATSE. 
Nothing developed in a news way, 
the speaker stated, other than the 
convention's place, Hotel Alexand- 
dria, Los Angeles. 

Messrs. Canavan and Green asked 
if there had been any complaints 
of late from the shooting galleries, 
which claimed some time back they 
felt oppressed through the stage 
and musicians’ unions either plac- 
ing an extra man in the booth or 
if the exhib was cheating with 
sound, for a union musician to turn 
the dise records. Informed such 
complaints had died out, both men 
mentioned they were unlikely to re- 
cur as far as the unions are cone 
cerned. 

Messrs. Canavan and Green ap- 
peared to have a clear view of the 
present struggle through the talker 
wave of the very small independent 
house, 





Hollywood, March 11. 
Cameramen and producers met 
today (Tuesday) to go into ques- 
tions of status, 
Cameramen object to classifica- 
tion with L.A.T.S.F. 


JOE SHERMAN NOW 
WAMPAS PRESIDENT 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Wampas’ annual election sent in 
as president Joe Sherman without 
opposition. 
Other elections, 
the spots, were: 





with battles for 
Hank Arnold, first 


vice-pres.; Joe Steele, 2d vice- 
pres.; George B. Brown, sec’y.; 
Paul Snell, treas., and R. S. Me- 


Curdy, sergeant-at-arms. 

Board of directors consists of 
Tom Bailey, Arthur Zoellner, Mark 
Larkin, George Thomas, Neville 
Ray and Russell Phelps. 


Rowland Buys WB Stock 


Richard Rowland is buying heav- 
ily in to Warner Brothers. From 
brokerage sources familiar with hig 
operations, it is reported his pur- 
turning from a wine 
ter holiday in Florida have already 


chases since re 


run into thousands of shares 

Other brokerage houses specialize 
ing in film transactions assert that 
there is veracity in reports that 
|J. J. Raskob is also going heavily 
for Warner tock. 


Frank McCue Lands 
McCue, legit, is under a 

t to First National, fol- 

. his work in two pictures. 

Iiis first film under the agreement 


“Top Speed.” 


Frank 
term 
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Chas. O'Reilly Loses Park Lane and 
$250,000—Bank Now Running House 





Bankers are becoming exhibitors. 
One of the biggest independent ven- 
tures, 
already in their hands. Before 
end of the ‘ummer it is officially 
admitted they will become the in- 
voluntary owners of a chain of the- 
atres now figured to exceed 10. 


cin 


the $1,500,000 Park Lane, is | 
the | 


neighborhood | 


Over estimating 
draws and plunging too heavily in ; 
gilt and mortar in an effort to be 


recognized as de luxe competitors 
is the chief reason attributed by 
professional money sources to the 
fold-up of regular exhibitors. 

Theatre owners in the business 
for years who have amassed com- 
fortable fortunes from’ sanitary 
grinds and have become imbued 
with the idea that only film palaces 
can survive are the ones suffering. 

The 10 theatres, admitted to be a 
tentative list and this confined to 
Greater New York, are only a drop | 
in the number of similarly over- 
ambitious and mortgaged theatres 
which may come in the national net 
before the end of the year. 

Charies O’Reilly, in losing the 
Park Lane to the Bank of United 
States, took it on the chin for a 
loss far in excess of $250,000, it is 
said. O’Reilly, long an exhibitor 
leader, had been one of the earliest 
and strongest advocates for only 
class houses surviving in the new 
industry. 

The Park Lane building nut, with 
the 30c. top it set upon opening, 
was not enough to meet interest on 
the notes. The bank, through the 
stock brokerage firm of Ira Haupt, 
has been oper..ting the house on a 
straight picture policy 15-30 admis- 
sion for the past two weeks. 


First Yukon Talker, 
Tiff’s “White Trail” | 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Tiffany will send a camera and 
sound crew to the Yukon for “The 
Great White Trail,” by David 
Graham Stewart. 

Picture will be the first talker 
based on the Yukon trail, favorite 
of the old silents. 

Film will be partly musical. No 
director or cast as yet. Idea is now 
in the scenario stage with Jack 
Natteford writing the continuity. 

If weather agrees, much of the 
outdoor stuff will be shot in color. 


Experts on Plagiarism 


Hollywood, March 11. 

J. Stuart Blackton, Owen Davis 
and Ingle Carpenter head a commit- 
tee of seven experts appointed by 
the Federal Court to pass on Sadie 
S. Witwer’s claim that Harold 
Lloyd infringed on “The Emanci- 
pation of Rodney,” story by the late 
H. C. Witwer, with the picture, “The 
Freshman.” 

Committee must look at the film 
three times before deciding whether 
or not there is an infringement. 
Their finding will be reported to the 
court when the case comes up here 
June 13. 

Davis has an infringement suit of 
his own against Lloyd regarding the 
former's “Nervous. Wreck.” 


Metro’s Multicolor 


Hollywood, Mareh 11. 
use Multicolor for. one 
“Good News,” and in 
one, possibly two, sequences in 
Cc. B. deMille’s “Madam Satan.” 

Harriscolor has started produc- 
tion on color cameras. Twenty of 
the cameras are in the work and it 
is expected they will be ready for 
shooting around Aug. 1. 

It has completed four’ cameras 
used for color shorts. 




















M-G will 
sequence of 


U’s First at Roxy 


Thst first Universal picture in 
some time to get into the Roxy will 
be “Marseillaise,” March 28, for a 
week or more. 

John Boles,- who appears oppo- 
site Laura LaPlante in the talker, 
will appear on the Roxy ‘stage dur- 


ing the-.run. 


U is negotiating with RKO for 
“Marseillaise” for 








Some Feet! 
Hollywood, March 11. 
A survey made on sizes of 
shoes worn by the screen play- 


ers, show Al Jolson’s seven 
the smallest, and Charles 
Chaplin 12DD, the largest 


among the men. 

Women, Gloria Swanson 2! 
as against. Billie 
6I1ZAAA, 


WARNER-FOX 
OFF CANADA 


2 


Dove’s 











Toronto, March 11. 

Brothers has gone cold 
on Canada. All plans for a Cana- 
dian distribution and _ exhibition 
scheme with headquarters in To- 
ronto were scrapped at a New York 
conference, according to denials 
made here following announcement 
that Massey (concert) Hall had 
been sold to the Warners for $1,- 
250,000. 
The Hall seats 5,500 and 
side street, close enough to 
main stem for a smart but inex- 
pensive entrance foyer. Dailies 
jumped the story when options were 
found against the properties. 


Warner 


is ona 
the 


New York advised options had 
been taken as initial step in pro- 
posal to form a Canadian chain. 
This had been tossed overboard at 
last minute. 

Fox unofficially backing N. L. 
Nathanson also dropped plans for 
a Canadian chain just before its 
financial jam grew hot. 





TROUBLES WITH SHORT 
MAKING GAG MATERIAL 


Lack of material is not the only 
drawback from full production of 
shorts by the major companies. In 
turning vaude acts into shorts the 
producers have plenty other head- 
aches. It’s mostly from gag copy- 
rights. With the gag stealing art 
and the plundering of jokes that 
started way back with Nero’s fire 
music so highly cultivated today, 
the film producers have become 
trigger quick in spotting the wrong 
guy for the right gag. 

The danger to film producers is big 
from any angle viewed. Making a 
short with culled gags may mean 
that at the last moment the subject 
may have to be left in mid-air 
right in production or laid on the 
shelf either permanently or until the 
particular controversy is definitely 
cleared. 

Determined not to risk this dan- 
ger, which means considerable from 
the production angle of cost, legal 
staffs are especially delegated to 
survey every act and story to be 
considered. 

In the case of Paramount the de- 
partment has it down so pat that 
in one instance where an act was 
signed for a short the legal divi- 
sion even before production discov- 
yered that another turn had used the 





same material in 1904. Further in- 
vestigation revealed that the team 
which was to make the short had 
contracted to permit the 1904 team 
to use the material. 

This situation has made 
companies seek original 
more and more. 


the film 
material 





USHERS AS ENGLISH OFFICERS 
Syracuse, March 11. 
Local houses under chain direc- 
tion are running a race in the mat- 
ter of ornate uniforms for house 
att..ches. 
The staff of the Strand bloomed 
forth Sunday in a smart modified 
English officer’s dress uniform 
with enough gold braid to supply 
a Yankée admiral or two. 
Jackets are dark blue, trousers 
are light blué, slashed at the sides 
with stripes of dark blue and gold. 
Vests are white. The jackets have 
heavy epaulets of gold braid. This 
is the second time the Strand boys 
have been outfitted since Warners 








took over the house. 





BENNY ROSS 


—says— 
a song with 
John Sorrentino 


Eddie 
en- 


wrote 
and 


Just 
Dowling 
titled “I’m Happy If You're Happy.” 


Looks like sure-fire material. 

Hear Eddie sing it this week at 
the Stanley, Jersey City. Ill sing 
it the week of March 14th. 

By the way, still mastering 
ceremonies. 


the 





MAE MURRAY’S TIFF AT 
TIFF ON NO. 2 ‘PEACOCK’ 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Murray’s tiff with Tiffany, 
action 


Mae 
bringing 
for $1,750,000 against the producer 
is said to hav‘e arisen directly over 
the talking revived “Peacock Alley” 
Miss She 
upon a percentage of the net profit 
flat 
account 


about her damage 


Murray made. agreed 











without a 
the 


i\from that picture 


salary or guarantee, 
| states. ° 

“Peacock Alley” in its new talk- 
ling version, an entirely new story, 
lhas not been displaying much 
igross power in the theatres so far 
| played by it. The picture already 
is known as an in and outer at the 
box offices. It cost Tiffany around 
$250,000 and its probable ultimate 
gross estimated at $500,000, from 
Which must be deducted the usual 
35% of the gross for distribution 
cost, 

Miss Murray alleges she has been 
damaged professionally in every 
way by the Tiffany studio in the 
making and _ distribution of the 
“Peacock” film. And, again, that 
Tiffany has failed to exercise its 
option upon her screen services for 
six more. pictures. P 

“Peacock” was made at the Tif- 
fany studio when John M. Stahl was 
in charge. Marshal Marcel DeSano 
was the director. snobert Leonard 
directed the silent “Peacock” for 
Miss Murray some years ago, re- 
leased by another organization. 

Trouble On Set 

During the making of Tiffany’s 
“Peacock” trouble was reported be- 
tween Miss Murray and her leading 
man, George 3arraud. Miss Murray 
is said to have claimed the prerog- 
ative of a star and ordered that 
close-ups of Mr. Barraud be de- 
stroyed. This impromptu scene on 
the set brought about the immedi- 
ate departure of Barraud, although 
he later returned. 

Miss Murray's contract with Tif- 
fany is said to have been optional, 
for one picture at a time, and the 
option to be taken up successfully 
for the next by given dates, if ex- 
ercised, 


g 


Phil Goldstone, Tiffany’s present 
producer, was quoted in quite a 
snappy interview about the Murray 
legal action. He mentioned what he 
thought was Miss Murray’s age in 
that story. 


Stage Drawing Card 


The first and silent “Peacock Al- 
ley” with Mae Murray was a very 
big commercial success. Miss Mur- 
ray has appeared in the talking pic- 
tures since then and previous to 
the talking “Pe cock.” She has be- 
come known 4s a drawing card on 
and off the screen. Her personal 
stage appearances command as high 
as $5,000 weekly in the variety the- 
atres. 


About eight months ago Miss 
Murray started a damage action 


against the Fox theatre circuit, ask- 
ing for $500,000. She claimed dam- 
age through an accident on the 
stage of the Fox theatre, Brooklyn, 
where she injured her ankle. That 
action is pending. 








| struck 
| car, 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject To Change) 


Week March 14 


Capitol — “Anna Christie” 
(Metro). 

Colony—“Cohens-Kelleys In 
Scotland” (U). 

Paramount — “Sarah and 
Son” (Par). 

Roxy—‘“‘Such Men Are Dan- 
gerous” (Fox). 

Strand—‘“‘Son of the Gods” 
(FN). 

Week March 21 

Capitol — “Annie Christie” 
(Metro). 

Colony—“‘Dames Ahoy” (U). 
Paramount—“Honey” (Par). 

Roxy—“Sky Hawk” (Tar). 

$2 Runs 

April 1 — “Journey’s End” 

(Tiff) (Gaiety). 


May 
(WB) 


1—“‘Hold Everything” 
(Hollywood). 











$32,500 Damage Laid on 


Downs, Trick Cameraman 


A considerable wallop was admin- 
istered to the bankroll of Charles W. 
Downs, $10,000 a year trick camera- 
man for Fox at Hollywood, when a 
jury in the New York Supreme 
Court returned a verdict against 
him. for $32,500 in a suit by Edward 
Ward for $100,000 damages. 

Ward’s story was that in Novem- 


| ber, 1928, he stopped at the scene of 
jan 


automobile collision in Bronx 
Park to aid in lifting a car from one 
of the victims, when Downs’ ma- 
chine, driven at a high rate of speed, 
and knocked him under the 
Ward’s left leg was amputated 
at the hip, his right leg was frac- 
tured and permanently crippled, and 
he was in the hospital for four 
months. 

The trial of the case was speeded 
up because he said the sole income 
for his family, consisting of a sickly 
wife and two-year-old child, was the 
meager sum earned by his wife, for 
which reason they were compelled 
to live in a cellar at 435 Fort Wash- 
ington avenue, 

Downs, who was served with the 
papers by mail at 2017 North Argyle 
road, Hollywood, defended the case 
and contended that Ward was negli- 
gent. 





Clara Bow Grieves Over 
Her New York Hideaway 


Clara Bow, who gave Paramount 
the grand slip during her recent 
vacation in New York, even to 
checking out of the Park Central 
without letting them know where 
she was, is now sorry about it all, 
according to advices from the west 
coast. 

In a letter from a studio official 
to a Paramounter in New York 
headquarters, the regrets were 
thusly tendered: 

“Clara Bow said when she was in 
my office how sorry she was be- 
cause she didn’t see more of you; 
how sorry she was over the way 
she treated you or something like 


that. She gave me a half dozen 
reasons. I guess it was on her con- 
science. I didn’t bring it up; she 
did.” 


In one instance during the red- 
head’s stay in the east Paramount 
had an important telegram to her 
from B. P. Schulberg, head of pro- 
duction on the coast, but were un- 
able to deliver it for several days 
because the star couldn’t be lo- 
cated. 

Par has decided to add Miss Bow 
to “Paramount On Parade.” Aside 
from adding a scene here and there 
it is practically completed. 

Picture is scheduled for release 
as one of the spring group. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


M. A. Shea. 
Claude Binyon. 
William Le Baron. 
A. G. Jackson. 
Grace Moore. 

Marie Saxon. 

Sid Silverman. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Verne Porter. 
Larry Darmour. 
Sigmund Romberg. 








Talking Travelogs 
Los Angeles, March 11. 
Tom Terris will make some one- 
reel travelogues for Pathe. 
Pictures were originally made 
five years ago as silents during 
world tour made by Terris. Dialog 





will be dubbed in. 


HOLLYWOOD CHATTER’ 


Whispering Jack Smith is sport< 
ing Ford car in Hollywood. 

Charles Irwin started his stage 
career at Tien Tsin, China. 

Alice White has high blonde pres- 
sure. 

Regretfully 





reported no silent of 
Aimee Semple McPherson's talker, 
E. D. Stair of Detroit lingering 
in Hollywood on way to Honolulu. 
Jeanne Wood, daughter of Sam, 
the director, quits school to become 
a screen actress. 


Prince Henry of Russ here, cost- 
ing the picture colony plenty of 
money for pink teas. 

Picture stars are now getting free 
coffee as well as soap and other 


necessities for endorsing. 

Joe Zelli,-Paris cafe owner, giving 
the Hollywood night clubs a look, 
Ivan Kahn, guide. 

Ruth Shepley, another Broadway-« 
ite, come Hollywood; present status, 
visitor. 

An extra in Hollywood resembles 
William Fox so much, he can’t get 
work at the Fox studio. 

Fifi Dorsay calls on Rex Bell 
everytime she needs a mechanic to 
fix her car. 

Two men were arrested in Holly<- 
wood for walking on the wrong side 
of the street. 

Eddie Kane is 


* 


again growing a 


mustache and nursing reverse toe 
nail. 
Bossy Gillis claims he has re- 


mained strictly Frigidaire during his 
visit to Hollywood. 

New shop in the Filipino district 
sells preserved mangoes and snake- 
skin belts. 

Julian Sande arrived here 
England expecting to meet a 
of intellectual people. 

Production schedule calls for 5,300 
extras to be used in “Dixianna,” 
Radio. 

Charlie McClintock for 
his annual European pilgrimage as 
soon as “Journey’s End” closes. 

Couldn't get enough carriage 
horses for “Viennese Nights,” FN. 
So they had to resort to saddle and 
wild west bronks. 

Fred Coppins, former Canadian 
private with a Victoria cross, play- 
ing a German soldier in ‘All Quiet” 
for U. 

Eddie Nugent’s sister Mary, J. C. 
Nugent’s daughter, is here from 
New York legit to see if there’s 
anything ingenue, 

Mystery of who got Daniel Blum’s 
yacht partially solved. Seaboard 
Surety Company accepted it on 
“Bambino” bond. 

Jack Francis claims he gave all 
the material to Donald Henderson 
Clarke for his book on “Louis 
Beretti.”’ 

Several of the U. S. C. football 
stars are doing their spring traine 
ing at the Fox studio hustling 
props and acting. 

Wally Craig teamed up with 
Helen Patt Patterson for a test at 
F. N. Its~Craig’s second inoculae- 
tion out here. 

George Bancroft can still remem- 
ber his first picture. It was “East 
of Broadway,” made by Bill Howard 
seven years ago. 

Millionaire father’s one criticism 
when his son dropped 7 grand on 
a show was that the show was une 
der-financed. 

Fox made screen tests of the 30 
contest winners brought here from 
New York to appear in Fanchon 
and Marco ideas, 

Hubert Voight now identified as 
the photographic press agent. Tells 
his story with pictures instead of 
the typewriter. 

Neil Hamilton is running for 
Mayor of Malabu Beach. Other 
candidates are Eddie Southerland 
and One-eyed Connolly. One-eyed 
won't even run, just walking. 

Howard Green’s claim to fame is 
that he is the only living human 
who has actually looked into a hand 
mirror extended by the barber after 
a hair cut. 

Jack Benny threw the marriage 
supper for Jesse Block and Eva 
Sully, when the vaude couple de- 
cided to go into personal partnere- 
ship also last week. 


from 
flock 


readying 


’ 
U's Economy Wave 
| andes 
| An economic wave which started 
jin Universal’s studio is beginning to 
jbe felt in the home office. 
;} Morton Van Praag is the first to 
|feel it, Lou Metzger, general man- 
ager, also assuming sales duties. 
Darmour in N. Y. 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Larry Darmour, heading a_ comedy 
producing company, is due in New 
York. 
He will confer there with Radio 











officials on next year’s program. 
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Big Week for Extras—6,617 Used: 
742 in MG's Pictures Prison Scene 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Film production is 
nicely, if you ask any extra this 
week. More than a thousand a day 
working was the average last week, 
with the total placements of 6,617 
figuring 13% above last 
average and the heaviest week of 
mob work in Six months. 

Saturday topped the week with 
1.580 sent out to the lots. George 
Hill used 742 in a San Quentin 
prison scene for “The Big House” 
at MG. Late calls that didn’t get 
into the regular figures were for a 
department store crowd in “Solid 
Gold Article” at Fox Saturday 
night, and a troop of French od 
sars to work for John Dillon at 
Warners Sunday. 

The week started off modestly, 
128 in a street scene for “High So- 
ciety” at Par being outstanding 
Monday, and 63 in a cafe scene of 
“Mile. Modiste”’ at FN Tuesday. 


» W. Griffith called out 21 for a 
street scene in “Abraham Lincoln” 
and that was the heaviest set 
W ednesday. 

Thursday a mob of 432 worked 
for Joseph Santley in his circus 
story at Pathe and Friday Alan 
Crosland had 316 in an opera house 
for “Viennese Nights.” 

PARK AVE. PICKED 


FOR PICTURE PLACE, 


boulevard of the up- 
stagers and more restricted than 
any other lane in New Y¥ork, is to 
have a theatre within a _ stone’s 
throw of the castles of the wealthy. 
On the site of the Anderson Gal- 
leries at the southeast corner of 
59th street and the swell street, 
Walter Reade contemplates a 1,420- 
seat picture house costing $600,000. 
It should be ready for opening in| 
about eight months, he says. 

Restriction on the building of 2 
theatre of any kind at the corner 
of 59th and Park was lifted only 
five weeks ago. Reade’s idea is to 
preserve the dignity of the monied 
alley and to avert squawks from 
apartment and house owners by 
making the picture house _ thor- 
oughly uncommercial in appearance. 
There will be no markee and lights 
on Park, the entrance from the ave- 
nue being an awning as to an apart- 
ment house. Also, although it 
would help chisel down the high 
rental of $130,000 a year, there will 
be no stores. 

The Anderson Galleries 
will not be torn down to make way 
for the picture house, the walls to 
stand as a shell of the theatre struc- 
ture. Plot of ground is 125 feet 
(on Park) by 90 feet (fronting on 
59th). Reade takes possession of 
the leasehold April 1, at which time 
work of reconstructing the building 
into a theatre will begin. 

Thomas W. Lamb is 
tect. 

Three shows 


Park avenue, 


the archi- 


daily (one matinee, 
two at night), with plans for sub- 
scription and reserved seats, is 
planned, with the scale fiugred at 
50c. afternoons, and 7T75c. and $1 
nights. Changes will 
daily, according to Reade. 

The Savoy on 34th street is 
only picture house Reade operates 
in New York. He has had that for 
20 years. His chain in New Jersey 
and New York upstate, including the 
Savoy, includes 39 houses. 


Crafts in Divorce 


Los Angeles, March 11. 

Revelations are promised in’ 
divorce action brought by William 
J. Craft, picture director, against 
his wife, Dora. Mrs. Craft filed 
a counter complaint after her hus- 


band started suit charging jealousy | 


and extravagance. Under a stipu- 
lated agreement, out of court, Craft 
is paying $150 a, week alimony and 
also made a property settlement. 
Craft's weekly earnings are esti- 
mated at $750. Reger Marchetti is 
representing Mr@ raft. 


- + 


LIFE OF FALLON 


picking up| 


year’s | 


building | 


probably be 


the |} 





Late Noted Criminal Lawyer Im- 

personated on Screen 

ciate daira 

| Hollywood, March 11. 
Having successfully adapted the 

\life of Rothstein in “Street of 

|Chance,” Paramount will use the 

exploits of the late William J. Fal- 


lon, late lawyer for prominent crim- 
jinals, in a story 
iOliver H. P. Garrett. 


| William Powell is to be starred 
with Julian Johnson supervising. 
\It’s Johnson’s first under his new 
title. 


AMPA Advertising 


Position Against 


Unethical Ad 
Iliness of a member helped to in- 
capacitate the AMPA’s special com- 
mittee on salacious advertising 
j|from making nn appearance at the 
|; organization’s last meeting. AS a 
result the society was unable to 
frame itself into an attitude on the 
subject. 

A resolution drawn by the com- 
mittee was read, but tabled The 
directors will read it over again 
jand make further recommendations 


jat its next meeting. This resolution 
|called for a clause to be inserted in 
| the distributor-exhibitor contracts 
whereby the theatre owner promises 
i refrain from salacious or mis- 


|representative advertising of films. 
Question of the propriety of such 
It is 


| clause was not entered into. 

understood that under present con- 
tractual conditionS between distrib- 
utors and exhibitors the latter are 
privileged to reject a film booking 
if accompanying exploitation and 
advertising material from the dis- 
tributor calls for salaciousness or 
misrepresentation, 

No feasible plan of judging sala- 
ciousness nor how to guard exploi- 
tation has been offered. Argument 
also was overlooked in the respect 
that the local newspapers are 
really the judges of last resort so 
far as advertising is concerned. 

AMPA is assuming that by its 
going on record as against such ex- 
ploitation will provide the industry 
with an argument to refute cranky 
criticism of film advertising. These 
criticisms in most instances are 
based on isolated cases which in the 
majority of situations are beyond 
the control of the industry. These 
instances are not indicative of the 
industry’s position as a whole. 

It is likely that at the organiza- 
tion’s next meeting a blanket reso- 
jlution will replace the present one. 
|In it will be stated merely that the 
| AMPA stands firmly opposed _ to 
unethical film advertising—by dis- 
tributors, producers or exNibitors. 


$110,000 “Sons o’ Guns” 





| 





Hollywood, March 11. 
|} United Artists has paid Bobby 
;}Connolly $110,000 for the talking 


jright to Connolly’s current musical 
j}hit on Broadway, “Sons o’ Guns.” 

| It will be an Al Jolson picture 
for U. A. 

| 

| 


| There is a report Connolly also 
{may be added to the U. A. pro- 
| ducing staff. 

| The Morris agency engineered the 


rights deal. 


the | 


AUTHOR DISAGREED 
Hollywood, March 11. 

Harold Atteridge, author of “Big 
Boy,” last on the Warner program 
for Al Jolson, was loaned by Fox to 
Warners to write the screen treat- 
ment. 

Warner execs’ idea and his on 
how to play should be made as a 
talker didn’t jibe. After two weeks 
jhe returned to the home lot. 





TOO MUCH- 





being written by | 


DISPUTES OVER DIALOG 


VARIETY 7 


—-- 











WE. ‘Less Wide Film Liveliness Now 


EXEGS ‘DISAGREE, With Producers—May Rest Awhile 


“Father of Talkers”’ 
Silence and Music Should | 
Break in More Often— 
Distributing Offices Re- 
port Hollywood Current 
on Situation with W. E. 
3 Months Behind 


“LOVE” TALK 





THAT 


Pictures are talking too much. 
They should be interluded, espe- 
cially the ones aspiring for dramatic 
reaction, with a little of the old 
fashion silence which even the legit 
stage regards as essential. 


Western Electric, the successful 
father of talkers, is making this 
plea for slightly less dialog. The 
propaganda is on the most ticklish 
subject yet touched upon in the 
electric’s relation with the film in- 
dustry, since this time the big pay- 
ing producers are involved and not 
the installment-plan exhibits. 

gut, and paid employees in im- 
| portant posts are spreading the 
opinion coueistically, many pictures 
already have been made ludicrous 
burlesques instead of dramatic suc- 
cesses by too much talk and not 
|}enough music at the crucial mo- 
mments, W. E. says. 

One picture counted upon at the 
outset as headed for exceptional 
success, since it featured a favorite 
Lothario in his first talker role, 
flopped because said Romeo insisted 
upon crowding in an “I love you” 
after every kiss. -Where his oscu- 
lation was recalled by Westernites 
as having worked up audience 
female heaves, and gasps before the 
electric did its work, the same 
demonstrations were ruined by the 
Continued on Page 48 


Mass. levies Mayor 
Barred “Party Girl” 


Somerville, Mass., March 11. 

“Party Girl,’ which is supposed 
to show what happens to young 
girls who go out with merchants, 
has been banned from Somerville 
by Mayor John J. Murphy. 

Murphy bids fair to establish a 
“banning” rep for himself. This is 
the second time he has exercised 
his censoring power. 


Prolog for “Birth” 


Los Angeles, March 11. 

A dialogue-prolog will be added to 
“The Birth of a Nation” when it 
is reissued with sound. 

The prolog will consist of an old 
man telling a young boy the story 
of the Civil War. At the end of 
each reel of the picture, the old 
man will be brought back for a 
short sequence of talk to illustrate 
the coming sequence, 

In its new form, the 
be 12,000 feet in wage. 

















“Birth” will 





Inefficient Operators 


Montreal, March 11. 
Reilly, professor of physics, 
McGill university, inspected all 
houses in Montreal for sound de- 
|fects. He stated at least 40% of all 
distortions are because the operat- 
jors are inexperienced. 


Featuring Pert Kelton 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Pert Kelton, of vaude and musical 
comedy, will be featured by Tiffany. 
Three-year agreement signed. 
Miss Kelton appeared in 
| National's “Sally,” 
| Miller. 


H. E. 











First 
with Marilyn 


Thinks | 


| 











STAHL FRAMING NEW CO. 


| Reports Say Producer to Organize 
for His Own Productions 
Hoilywood, March 11 
Reports here say John M. Stahl, | 
lately selling out his interest in Tif- 


fany-Stahl, is proceeding to or- 
ganize for his own talker produc- 
tions. 

Stahl is a recognized producer 
and director of the industry. It is 
thought he will draw a capable staff 
to his venture. 

No financial interest is di sed 
in the stories. 


U STUDIO EXECS 
TAKE HALF PAY 
FOR 8 WEEKS 


Hollywood, March 1il. 

Executives at Universal have 
agreed to accept half salary for 
eight weeks, starting April 1, during 
the period the studio will be inac- 
tive. 

This salary cut is accepted de- 
spite that all of the execs will have 
work to do during the period in- 
volved. 


FOX LIABILITY IN 
PLANE CRASH COMES UP 


Hollywood, March 11. 

State Industrial Commission will 
hold a meeting this Friday (March 
14) to determine the liability of Fox 
Film Corp., in the aeroplane crash 
of Jan. 2 in which 10 people, eight 
of whom were studio employees, 
were killed. 

Investigation is being made at the 
request of the attorneys of Ben 
Frankel, cameraman, who was 
killed. They have engaged Philip 
Cohen here to secure a ruling 
whether a common law action can 
be taken against the picture com- 
pany should the charge of responsi- 
bility rest there. 

Planes did not belong to the 
studio but were rented, the owner 
being insured against all liability of 
the spapmietnindn 


Nancy Welford: Will Appeal 
From Commish Verdict 


Advices received from the Coast 
indicate that Nancy Welford, for- 
mer musical comedy actress now in 
pictures, will appeal the decision of 
the Superior Court in Los Angeles 
which rendered judgment for $1,110, 
against her in an action for back 
commissions brought by Max Hart, 
New York agent. Hart was repre- 
sented by correspondent counsel of 





Attorney Julius Kendler, agent’s 
legal advisor in New York. 
The basis of the agent’s action 


is a managerial contract alleged 


executed in the fall of November, 
1924, calling for 10% commission, 
and a supplementary agreement 


made in 1927, whereby Miss Wel- 
ford is alleged to have admitted her 
indebtedness for commissions to 
Hart. The supplementary contract 
was drawn following certain dif- 
ferences that arose between Miss 
Welford and Hart. 

Under the later contract it is 
claimed Miss Welford promised to 
pay the amount due in weekly in- 
stalment of $60. After paying $100, | 
she is alleged to have reneged. The | 
actress’ defense was the New York | 
State employment statutes govern- | 
ing agents’ fees. She claimed Hart | 
was only entitled to 10 week's com- | 
mission of 5% each, notwithstand-} 
ing her contract with him. ' 


| Stallations in its 
| 


The wide film era has suddenly 
lost all hecticism except for War- 
ners All-around indications and 


predictions now are that the indus- 


itry will let it sleep throughout the 
| summer. 

Even Fox, the pioneer in that 
field, is pulling the halter on Gran- 


delaying in- 
theatres, which 


deur. It is not only 


j} were to have been made by now, for 
another six months, but Fox has 
i just re-assigned to regular 35 mil- 
limeter duty the five crews which 
had been commissioned earlier in 
the season to concentrate on the 
Gi andeur phase of the talker news- 
jre el. 

The Society of Motion Picture 
|Engineers has decided to advance 
with greater caution than ever on 


jit S wide film standardization debate. 
| While all producers have agreed on 
|the same picture frame and sound 
| trac ‘+k as Fox, it is admitted they 
jare deadlocked on that five mil- 
|limeters which Fox reserves for 
[Paras 

Radio Quiets Down 
has called off all 
the Spoor 


| Radio 


marketing of 


active 
method, 


either at the studio or in the the- 
atre. This is conceded officially, 
with the addition that the only ac- 
tivity is that having to do with 
experimentation. 

Reports Paramount and some 
others are considering 56 milli- 


meters as the most practicable are 
denied by engineering forces, who 
say that such have been misinter- 
preted for the 65, worked out as the 


most feasible between Par and 
tadio. 
Ten owners . of neighborhood 


houses are now authoritatively re- 
ported dickering for the Warner 
device. The fact, according to 
those who have seen it, that it does 
not require booth enlargement or 
scrapping of present costly stand- 
ard equipment is its biggest feature 
as a puller for the small house pro- 
prietor. 

Dies and discs of the new parts 
to make a machine geared for 35 
possible to take on 70 are reported 
to have already been cast by the 
brothers. 

Engineers who are sitting in on 
official sessions for the industry, a 
promoted by Will Hays after meet- 
ings in his own office on the subject 
failed, report no knowledge of the 
Warner method. They claim that 
the Warners are not represented at 
the meetings as having an individ- 
ual system. 





PRICE ONLY STANDS 
BETWEEN W B and B-B 


Returning to Chicago where he 
had been dispatched by the War- 
ners to close the brothers’ deal for 
the Brunswick-Balke-Collander in- 
terests, Herman Starr, executive 
head of several subsidiaries, stated: 

“They want to sell and we want 
to buy.” 

The price is the only item delay- 
ing immediate acquisition, it is re- 
ported. What the figure is was not 
disclosed. 

Attendant with Starr’s trip are 
also reports of other Warner plans. 
Film men coming here claim that 
the brothers are in back of the 
Marsh laboratory property, Chicago, 
and intend to produce there. 

At the Warner home office the 
idea of mid-western production was 
scouted by executives. They agreed 
that the acquisition of First Na- 
tional is putting considerable strain 
on their laboratory in New York 
and that if the Marsh plans ma- 
terialize they will be for an inter- 
coastal printing plant, rather than 
a studio. 








Two Legits In 


Hollywood, March 11. 


Bertha Collier will become part 
of the Fox “Follies of 1930.” An- 
other legit from the east set with 


Radio 


Z0th 


Pictures is Tommie Jackson. 
went through Leo Morrison. 
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East of Suez Just Too Angelic, 
Censors-Cops Purify Singapore; 


Stop Bway Melody —News Check 


Singapore, Feb. 19. 
East of Suez it’s too decent fo 
words. Night life in Singapore just 


Europeans and 
cerned. When the 


isn’t, as far as 
Americans are con 
upproach midnight, or- 
forth 


the Prince of 


time tickers 
chestras blaze “God Save 
King.” Even 
couldn't buy a drin 
paradoxes in 


Some this 


metropolis of the Malay Peninsula. 


strange 


Native almond eyes may buy opium | 
from the government stores, yet a | 
film censor has authority to sup- | 
press posters showing bathing girls. 
Scenes of drinking are deleted from | 
imported films, yet firewater | 
shoppes are found on every corner. | 

Sound pictures are on the pan. All | 
principal houses are wiring. The 
Victoria (RCA installation) is 
showing a censored version of “Jazz 
Singer "(WB). Though enthusias- 
tically hailed by the press at a pre- 
view, it was cooly received by the 
European population. “Broadway 
Melody” (M-G-M) due to open in 
March at the Alhambra (W. E. 
wired) has been thrown out by the 
censor. Local managers are in a 
panic wondering what product will 
be decent enough to live through 
Singapore’s censor. 

Officials give as a reason for their 
yuthless taboo of pictures (and 
posters) that if the native Malays, 
Tamils and Chinese see the white 
man or woman misbehaving on the 
sereen there will be a real yellow 
peril. They figure the, native will 
ape the white man’s treatment of 
women. 

But if there are no films worth 
seeing there is an abundance of liq- 

(Continued on page 63) 


KINOTON WIRE CHEAPER 
FOR GERMAN EXHIBS 


Klangfilm has appealed the de- 
cision given by the lower court 
against it and in favor of Lorenz- 
Kinoton. 

As reported to “Variety” by cable, 
Kinoton has won the right to use 
amplifying tubes in the_ theatre 
equipment which it is selling, and 
Klangfilm is prohibited from warn- 
ing exhibitors not to equip theatres 
with Kinoton as it conflicts with 
Klangfilm patents. 

Kinoton is being offered to ex- 
hibitors at a considerably lower 
vate than the Klangfilm set and has 
proved satisfactory. 








Trying All Wiring 


Copenhigen, March —. 
Copenhagen cinema owners are 
in a great dilemma as to what sys- 
tem of talking plants they prefer. 
Different cinemas have now been 
installed, Western Electric, Powers’ 
Cinephcne, Pacent and the Danish 
Petersen and Poulsen equipment. 
For the first time, the German 
equipment, Toois-Klangfilm, will 
now be tried at the Alexandra The- 
atre close to the amusement centre 
of the town. 





Boucher’s Acting Deal 


Paris, March 3, 

Victor Boucher, local matinee 
fdol, set for talker version of “Oc- 
tave,” one-act play by Yves Mi- 
rande, which Jasques Haik will pro- 
duce in Paris. 

Boucher wi!l receive $4,000, but 
will have to pay the rest of the 
five characters in the cast, besides 
himself. 





WB’s French Shorts 


Paris, March 11. 

Warner Bros. is flirting with the 
idea of French talking shorts. 

Looking over the local talent. 

Fancies the idea of assisting on 
the block-booking, not having the 
advantage of sound newsreels such 
as Fox, Metro and Paramount, as 
an inducer, and counts on the 
French shorts as an extra wedge in 
selling the feature product. 
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k after that hour 
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Mexico’s Demand 
Hollywood, March 11 
is estimated that 8% of 
the Spanish popula- 
tion of the world live in Mexi- 
co and reports are that the 
demand for Spanish 
there is far in excess 

supply. 

Mexico City has 31 wired 
houses. Spanish version pic- 
tures are cleaning up, but the 
theatres are so pressed for 
pictures that they have been 
buying everything they can get 
even in English. 

That patrons will not be in 
ignorance, interpreters explain 
the dialog through a mega- 
phone. 
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S. A. LIKES “SPEEDWAY” 


Metro Opens Ejiadrones In Buenos 
Aires—“Ladrones” Gets Over 


Buenos Aires, March 11. 


Metro had a big opening at its 
Eiadrones theatre here with “Speed- 
way.” “Single Standard” and 
“Bridge of San Luis Rey” have also 
done well. 

Paramount is bringing in 
Patriot’ and “Love Parade” to the 
Cine Astral on March 18 upon 
which date United Artists will re- 
lease “The Trespasser” followed by 
“Bulldog Drummond.” Fox has al- 
ready released “Salute” and “The 
Black Watch.” 

“Ladrones,” the Laurel and Hardy 
comedy in Spanish, was very much 
liked here. 


“The 


WB SAYS ‘NO, 








cial and business leaders. 





BIG LOSS SHOWN 
BY EMELKA, 
GOVT-OWNED 


Berlin, March 1. 

of the board.of 
the Emelka Picture 
Company, controlled by the Ger- 
man government, a report of the 
of the firm was 


At the 
directors of 


meeting 


financial standing 
issued. 

It is entirely different from those 
that the old board turned out. For 
1928 it had reported a profit of 117,- 
000 marks; for the first half of 1929 
the present board admits a loss of 


960,000 marks from the picture pro- 
ducing end and 360,000 marks from 
the theatre owning section of the 
corporation. 

It is clear that this big loss is not 
entirely ascribable to this short pe- 
riod of six months, but is motivated 
by a desire to get down to bedrock 
and value the assets of the firm at 
their true worth. The pictures 
owned by the company have been 
estimated in a considerably less op- 
timistic manner than formerly. Par- 
ticularly the special “Waterloo” is 
admitted to have been an almost 
total loss. 

Thetre business was bad because 
Emelka was not able to get rid of 
several badly paying houses which 
they took over from the Phoebus 
when it went bankrupt. 

The engagement of E. A. Dupont, 
director of “Variety,” as supervisor 
of production, shows that the com- 
pany is out for quality productions 
in comparison to the former grind 
house pictures which it produced. 
Dupont has also had experience with 
the talkers. His “Atlantic,” made 
in Elstree on RCA, did well in both 
Germany and England. Dupont is 
in the midst of work on a second 
picture for British International. 


U Takes German “White 
Hell” for Over Here 


Berlin, March 2, 

Universal has bought the Aafa 
Sokal film, “The White Hell of Piz 
Palu” for American distribution. 

Although a silent, it will take in 
as much as any talkers despite their 
novelty and will clean up an enor- 
mous profit out of Germany alone. 

It was offered to the Ufa for $50,- 
000 for all German-speaking coun- 
tries. 

It is not stated whether Universal 
has bought it outright or is merely 
handling it on a percentage basis for 
America, 








Versatile Luguet 


Culver City, March 11. 

Andre Luguet was brought here 
by M-G from the Comedie Fran- 
caise for the lead in the French 
version of “An Unholy Night,” to 
be released in France as “The 
Green Ghost.” 

He will be spotted by the same 
studio in both the English and 
French version of a musical. 











CANADA’S "29 ADMISSION 
TAX STANDS AS RECORD 





Ottawa, March 11. 

The amusement tax collected in 
the Province of Ontario during 1929 
beat all records, the amount being 
$1,315,655, according to the annual 
financial statement just presented. 
The to talking 
pictures, increased admission prices 
and opening of larger thedtres. 

The Ontario government lost con- 
siderable money on its moving pic- 
ture studio at Trenton, Ontario, the 
expenditures for salaries, equip- 
ment and supplies amounting to 
$107,416. Revenue through the rental 
of government films totaled $15,275. 

No new taxes or changes in the 
ticket tax or license fees for 1930 
were announced. 


SENSATIONAL 
TITLES HURT 


increasé was due 





Berlin, March 2. 
The Spitzenorganisation, an asso- 
ciation of film producers headed by 
the Ufa, has issued a resolution 
against the use of cheaply sensa- 


tional titles. In this are included 
those referring to court processes, 
murders and sex. 

They claim that these titles harm 
the reputation of the whole indus- 
try and keep the respectable middle 
class, their chief customers, away 
from the theatres. 

A sensationally titled picture may 
help business one week, but will 
hurt it on the long run, it is claimed. 


3 Hurt in Auto 


Berlin, March 2. 

Curtis Melnitz, the German repre- 
sentative of United Artists, was ina 
serious automobile accident while 
on the road between Hanover and 
Bremen. The auto skidded at a cor- 
ner and slid into a tree. 

In the same car was the Hamburg 
representative of United Artists and 
the theatre owner, Blume, of Han- 
over. All three were badly cut. 
It may be some time before Melnitz 
can return to his office. 

Melnitz is one of the best liked 
personalities in the industry here. 





Paris’ Neighborhoods 


Paris, March 3. 
Paris is in dire need of de luxe 
neighborhood picture houses. 
Present high taxes said to have 
been one deterrent. 





Gaumont’s New Paris House 


Paris, March 2. 

Gaumont interests have contract- 
ed with the Societe Immobiliere de 
l' Etoile, owner of a building on rue 
Quentin Bauchart, for a theatre to 
be built there. House will be equip- 
ped with Gaumont wire. 

Theatre is in a choice neighbor- 





hood location. 


FIRSTS 

Two important’ social events 
given by the A. Atwater Kents and 
the Clarence H. Geists in Phila- 
delphia—the music by two MEYER 
DAVIS ORCHESTRAS, 100 mu- 
sicians in each, 

Super orchestras are often the} 
link between Meyer Davis and 
many of the nationally known so- 


AND CABLES YES 


“All the Warner capital would be 
insufficient to acquire, or even buy 
in to any large extent, the German 


talker interests. 

This was the reply of a high ex- 
ecutive of the brothers when it was 
brought to his attention that, be- 
fore sailing for Europe, 
Quigley, Vitaphone head, had en- 
tered negotiations in this respect 
through Tobis-Klangfilm interests 
here. 

Warners, the only American pro- 
ducers reproducing talking pictures 
over German apparatus, and the 
only one, as the result of the man- 
date of the German government, 
showing pictures in that country, 
are now claimed to be interested 
solely in getting an agreement in 
writing. 


Heretofore, Warnerites maintain, 


the brothers’ agreement with the 
powerful foreign talker interests 
has been purely verbal. In New 


York representatives for the foreign 
interests declare Warners have paid 
for the dispensation by giving the 
Tobis folk a portion of the take-in 
at each German theatre. 


Formal denial is made by the 
Warner men of such a split. They 
admit Quigley, recently joined by 
H. Bondy, a Warner foreign repre- 
sentative in the home office, have 
gone to “find out what those boys 
over there actually have.” 


The Warners are anxious to ar- 
rive at some “permanent arrange- 
ment” with Germany. If this is ef- 
fected, they admit, “we may have 
to pay them for a license.” 

The Warner dickering with the 
German electrics is known to be in 
direct opposition to the stand taken 
by all other members of the Hays 
organization. 


Amsterdam, March 11, 
Provisional contracts have been 
executed here covering sound ex- 


hibition. Parties involved are War- 
ner Bros., Tobis-Klangfilm and 
Kuechenmeister. 


Quigley and Milton Diamond, who 
represented the Warners in the 
transaction, leave for New York to- 
morrow (12). 


Berlin, March 11. 

Despite denials here, the story 
persists, based on advices from Am- 
sterdam, that Warner Brothers have 
closed an arrangement with the 
Tobis people substantially settling 
sound patent disputes in Europe. 

Report from Amsterdam says 
there was a meeting in that city 
of Kuechenmeister and Nolle of 
Tobis on one side and Quigley, at- 
torney for Warner Bros., on the 
other. At the meeting, with Milton 
Diamond also present, the story is 
that Warner Bros. took over an 
option on 68% of the Kuechen- 
meister stock holdings in Tobis, the 
stock representing control. 

Assuming the Amsterdam version 
to be true, the result would be the 
end of the patent litigation here in 
which Tobis Klangfilm has success- 
fully prevented the exhibition of 
pictures sounded by the two Ameri- 
can systems, Western Electric and 
RCA Photophone, 





One-Reel Par Plug 


Hollywood, March 11. 
One-reeler in Hungarian’ with 
Paul Lukas, showing the inner 
workings of the Paramount studio, 
is to be duplicated in French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian for plugs 
in those languages. 





George. 


PLAYS’ RIGHTS 7 


MAKE FOREIGN 
AUTHORS RICH 


Paris, March 11, 
Sale of territorial sound rights 
are proving a bonanza for French 


authors, and even German authors. 
of works which have been successes 
in other years here, through ths 
opening of new avenues of income. 
Since the decline of the stage 
world rights for dramatic works 
have been small, but now sale of 
territorial talker rights 
than making up the difference, 
French and German musical come 
edy material, particularly French, 
even when but mild success and 
now forgotten by the public, have 
suddenly assumed commercial value 


are more 


with film producers bidding for 
rights actively. 

For the present the demand is 
only for French territorial rights, 
with outside regional demand 
| dimited. 





ITALIAN POLITICS MIX 
IN WITH CENSORING 


Rome, March 11. 

Distributors of American pictures 
are having their troubles in Italy 
with this country’s stringent censor- 
ship. On top of that handicap they 
encounter difficulty from _ political 
reformers. 

The politicians assume the atti- 
tude that the citizenry should be 
educated through screen precept to 
high ideals of citizenship and are 

aking an issue of the American 
crook drama, 

“Alibi” (United Artists) is a sam- 
ple. Picture was held up and sub- 
jected to drastic censoring before 
permitted to be shown. 


Par’s Shifts in Europe; 
Plenty of Transfers 





Tondon, March 11. 

With the arrival here a few days 
ago of J. C. Graham from New 
York, radical changes loom in the 
executive lineup of Paramount offi- 
cials on this side. 

It is expected Melville Shauer will 
not return to Europe as Para- 
mount’s foreign representative, but 
instead Graham will take over that 
company’s European interests, as- 
suming general charge of produce 
tion, distribution and exhibition on 
this side. 

Richard Blumenthal, formerly 
Shauer’s assistant, has been trans- 
ferred in a similar capacity to the 
Robert Kane Production unit in 
Paris, and Edward Ugast, formerly 
assistant to Francis Mangan (Eu« 
ropean stage producer for Par), 
moves to the head office in Paris, 
while Adolph Osso, head of the dis- 
tribution branch in France, takes 
charge of the Kane productions. 

Mangan, in turn, has been as- 
signed to direct three talker shorts 
in the Kane series (whole Kane en- 
terprise has Paramount’s backing), 
and later is scheduled to direct a 
dialog music feature in French. 


Belgian Film Field 


Brussels, March 1. 
“Broadway Melody,” shown for 
first time in Belgium at the Cameo, 
Brussels. This theatre caters to 
runs. Record held by “Ben-Hur.” 





At both the Monnaie and the Vic- 
toria, Brussels, “Broadway,” Univer- 
sal sound film, has captured the 
public. That it has “not been 
passed by censor” is an additonal 
draw. 

“The Triumph of the Silent Film” 
is how “Monte Cristo” (Monopol) is 
billed at the Marivaux. Showing 
four times a day to relatively strong 
houses, this film is in its second 
week,.the exception rather than the 
rule in this city. 

“The Klepkens Family,” first all- 
Belgian talker, four weeks in Brus- 
sels, is now touring provinces. Its 
one-week booking at Nouveautes, 
Liege, has been extended to two. 

The Coliseum, Liege, is dong rec- 
ord business with “La Chanson de 
Paris,’ Maurice Chevalier’s song,s 
make a particular appeal to the 


Walloons. Coliseum is wired by 
Western Electric, and results are 
tip-top. 
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Foreign Films Getting Better 
Break Here—Market for Silents 





Even though the arties are re- 
moved,- temporarily at least, as out- 
let for silent foreign product, the 
market for the European producers 
is claimed improving on this side. 
That is due in part to the ability 
to get play dates of importance and 
good rentals outside of the arties on 
foreign talkers seems to be the opin- 
ion. This goes for German as well 
as British talkers, foreign exchange 
sources say. 

Before foreign 
lucky if getting 


producers were 
anything but pin 
money on silents. Prevailing high 
rentals over here on anything 
sounded or with dialog has operat- 
ed toward''getting a break for the 
foreign producers, while other 
claims are that the talker product 
now coming from abroad compares 


much more favorably with the do- 
mestic stuff than _ silents from 
abroad did with their Hollywood 


competitors. 
Even the German dialog pictures 
brought over ure said to be show- 
(Continued on page 63) 


‘QUEEN’S NECKLACE’ NOT 
PASSED IN LONDON 


London, March 11, 

Palace made a quick switch of 
film booking when the censor de- 
clined to pass “The Queen’s Neck- 
lace,” first scheduled for the house. 
A substitution was made of Dyott’s 
travel picture, “Hunting Tigers,” 
with sound effects introduced by 


one of the independent systems 
called A-W-H. Picture opened to- 
day (11). 


This is a native reproducing de- 
vice, to be handled by the British 
and French Photophone companies 
headed by George Smith, now out of 
PDC (Producers’ Distributing Co.). 

Tom Delehanty is in London re- 
organizing the PDC, with the pros- 
pect that Reginald Smith (not re- 
lated to the George mentioned) will 
be named as managing director. 
Reginald is the present secretary of 
PDC. 

It is also likely that Spearman, 
Berlin representative of the Pathe 
corporation, may stay in London, 
where he is temporarily to act as 
general manager. : 


Theatres Little Affected by 
Disastrous French Floods 


Paris, March 11. 

Floods in southern France: have 
caused heavy loss of life and enor- 
mous financial damage. 

Theatre interests have suffered 
but little, according to the head of 
the Richibe circuit, whose houses 
are chiefly in that territory. 

An exception is Beziers, where the 
whole town is dark, due to the de- 
struction of the power house. 

Parliament has voted $4,000,000 
for flood relief. Nice observed a day 
of mourning for the flood victims 
Sunday. All places of amusement 
were closed. 

The whole Riviera is engaged in 
arranging benefits for the stricken 
area. 








Plenty of Word Latitude 


For German Version 


Culver City, March 11, 

Stage play, “They Knew What 
They Wanted,” which M-G filmed, 
with considerable emasculation of 
lines, after Will Hays had kept it 
off the screen for two years, doesn't 
have such a careful treatment in the 
German version, just completed. 

Without a worry as to domestic 
censorship, the studio had more lee- 
way for Continental consumption. 

Studio figured-at first on dis- 
tributing the German version aiso 
in German-resident cities in this 
country. This looks cold now. 

film will go out under the title, 
“A Lady to Love.” 


Booth Fire 


tome, March 11. 
Over $2,000 damage was done to 
the Sala Regia (pictures) here 
when a film being previewed burst 
into flames. Audience and two 

men escaped unhurt. 
Blaze spread co the 
and caused further loss. 


in Rome 


auditorium 


+ 








BELGIUM WIRE 


Non-Wire Agreement Expires—5 
Antwerp Houses Go Sound 
Paris, March 11. 
Antwerp Exhibitors’ Association 
agreement not to wire prior to next 
January having expired, Western 
Electric is now stringing the Dixie 
theatre in that city. 
Antwerp, March 11. 
Palace, Coliseum, Empire, and 
Roxy cinemas are all going sound 
simultaneously. They open with 
dialog films March 28. 
The Eden, at Namur, Belgium, is 
also being equipped by 
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3 HITS IN SYDNEY 


Musica! Talkers in Australia—Full- 
er’s Using “Roxy” 





Sydney, March 11. 


“Hollywood Revue” (M-G) and “Rio 
Rita” (Radio). 


doing big business locally at the 


Roxy. 
Fuller company is adopting the 
Roxy name for almost all of its 


former vaude theatres. 


FRENCH INDIES) «sss: & 





Western | 


FORM THEIR 
OWN GROUP 


Electric, as are the aforementioned | 
! 


houses. 


Think Italy May 
Put Bar on All 
But Own Films 


March 11, 
Local perturbation continues 
among continental film aeads and 
American representatives over the 
reported official plan to bar Amer- 
ican pictures in Italy. French execs 
are steamed up because they see 
no special discrimination against 
America and figure they’ll also be 


Pa ris, 


in on the Mussolini edict, which 
afford a native Italian monopoly 
along the Duce’s usual patriotic 
lines. 


Discussions are still unofficial but 
are being widely aired. American 
distributors propose.that an Italian 
producer-distributor assume the 
agency to represent U. S. pictures. 
As it stands the Yank distribs in 
Milan, Rome, etc., are having all 
kinds of difficulties selling sound 
product because of Mussolini’s dec- 
laration against foreign language 
films which includes song lyrics. 





“Zeinab, Egyptian-Made 


Cairo, March 11, 
Egyptian film, “Zeinab” will be 
simultaneously screened toniorrow 
(Wednesday) in two houses. 
Theatres are the Josy Palace, at 
Alexandria, and the Metrvpvle, 
here. 


PIDGEON FRENCH DUBBED 


Am. Film Comedy Showing in Paris 

Suggested From Spanish Show 

Paris, March 11. 

The Laurel and Hardy comedy 
subject, “Blotto” (called “Night 
Hawks” in the States), with pidgeon 
French dubbed on the original, stole 
the honors of the show at Metro's 
Madeleine cinema, where Greta 
Garbo’s feature, “The Kiss,” was 
billed as the main attraction. 

The Garbo picture, directed by 
Jacques Feyder, who is French, was 
milaly received. 

The Laurel and Hardy saupbject, 
in four reels, also had been dubbed 
in travesty Spanish and was a clean 
up in the land of the toreador, the 
unexpected success there suggest- 
ing dubbing in comic French for 
use in this territory. 

Harvey Sheanan 1n N. Y. 
Washington, March 11. 

Harvey Sheahan, for five years 
in Mexico City in charge of Latin 
America sales for United Artists, 
is to be in the Nev York office of 
the Commerce Department. 

Sheahan’s principal job in his 
new assignment will be in connec- 
tion with the furtherance of sales 
in foreign countries of American 
pictures. 

No relation to 
Tox. 











the Sheehans of 


1,000 for “Jazz Singer” 
Brussels, March 11. 
An extraordinary marathon 
ord has been hung up here by “The 
Jazz Singer” (WB). 
Picture has now played 1,600 per- 
formances at the Trianon Aubert 
Palace. 


rec- 


Mar h il. 
French film 
|ducers have quietly organized them- 


Paris, 
indgpendent 


re 
pro 


selves into a body. Among the 
principals are DeLac and Vandal, 


Gallo and DeRovera, Jacques Haik, 
Jean DeMerly and Kamenka Pro- 
ductions. Idea is to avoid competi- 
tive price boosting on stories and 
talent and to also develop their own 


scund studios at Epinay, just out- 
side of Paris. 
Charles DeLac, president, is agi- 


tating for the selection of scenarios 
especially written for dialog films 
rather than the taking of poor stage 
plays to adapt them. DeLac esti- 
mates that there will be 1,000 wired 
houses in France within the year 
chiefly using Gaumont equipment 
because of its low cost, $6,000. 


BACKER BALKS AFTER 
$80,000 IN GANCE FILM 


Paris, March 11. 

Work was suddenly stopped last 
week on Abel Gance’s “End of the 
World,” being made in four ver- 
sions, after 2,000,000 francs ($80,000) 
had been expended. Serge Ivanoff, 
Gance’s Russian backer, curtailed 
further financing and spotted a law- 
yer. at the Pathe-Natan studios, 
where Gance was working, claiming 
that Gance had a habit of showing 
up an hour late. In reply Gance 
had his own attorneys witness that 
he works an extra hour nightly. 


Gance’s local rep is similar to 
that of Von Stroheim, spending 
money prodigiously with apparent- 
ly no conception or care for its 
value. French producers state they 
could make three features for the 
amount of coin poured into the 
Gance picture. 











Belgium Theatres Taxes 
Relieved by Reductions 


Brussels, March 11. 


types of theatres are being reduced 
here. New financial slap is a 5% 
minimum and 10% maximum 
against the former charge of 8% 
to 15%. 

Picture houses are dealt with 
separately. For the cinemas the 
maximum is being curtailed from 
18% to 15%, computed on boxoffice 
receipts. 

Comprise deductions follow a pro- 
posal to eliminate all surtaxes, but 
the annual income of $157,140 was 
deemed too great to be entirely 
eliminated. 


Besides these state taxes 
town has its own scaled municipal 
taxes which in many cases reach to 


~ of 
od 0 


every 


. > 
Italian Co. and Films 
Los Angeles, March 11. 
Italotone Productions will start 
production on its first feature, 
“Georgette and Co.,” March 20 at 
Tec-Art. Aldred Sabato and Guido 
Trento will direct. The picture is 
taken from a cnrrent legit produc- 
tion in Italy and will be made in 
that language. RCA sound. 
Financing of the company was 
done through local and San Fran- 
cisco Italians for the production of 
two pictures in their native tongue 
About $460,009 was raised. 





With 12 weeks to its credit in 
Melbourne, “Desert Song” is now 
accompanied in.the hit class by} 


Metro's revue is also |} 


Amusement taxes governing all | 


Temple Bar 5041-5042 9 





} 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 





AUDIENCE DIVIDES | 


Italians Boo and Applaud “Show 
Boat” in Milan 


Milan, March 11. 
the 


C‘orso here j 


\‘ ame to blows cver division of opin- 
| Part of the crowd was hostile to the 
Their 


|aroused the anger of the remainder 


ion on Universal's “Show Zoat.” 


| picture. audible criticism 
of the audience, who applauded the 


| picture out of perversity. 


Hays Banning of British | 
“White Cargo” Film Probably 
Court-Tested by Producers 


+ 


jtime its 


| lish 
' 





i The Milanese 
enthusiastic 
“Mississippi 


Dutch Press Calls 
On Native Made 
| Film—U. S. Flops 


about the film, retitled | 


Amsterdam, March 11. 

Local press is sharply attacking | 
the censorship on sound pictures 
and is insisting that someone make 
Dutch talkers. Meanwhile, U. S 
films continue to flop in struggling 
against the handicap. Among the 
talkers failing to get anywhere in 
this area are “Sonny Boy” (WB), 
“Four Feahters” (Par), “Red Hair” 
(Par), and “Woman of Affairs” 
(M-G). 

Pictures which have done well are 
Dupont’s “Piccadilly” (English) and 
Ufa’s “Liebeswalzer” (German). 

The Dutch opera also took it on 
the chin here. 


DE BULOW SENT TO JAIL 


Physically firs 


own 


testing tor the 
censoring power, the 
Havs'’ Office, tn ruling out the Eng 
version of “White Cargo,” has 
proved it is greater than even thos 
of state and national censoring 
boards which have approved the 
film 

The action in forcing the Cameo 
New York, (R-K-O) to cance] its 
booking of the picture for March 
14, where it had been publicized in 
house programs for that date, is 
politely attributed by Haysites to 
the newness of Hiram Brown in the 
industry and the RKO president's 


generally were not | lack of knowledge that the produc- 
. i 


er body had reached an agreement 
on the disposition of certain plays 
land books as early as 1926 

In regard to W. B. Films, Ltd 
the British company wihch made the 
picture, the Hays office is blunt in 











IN AFRICA FOR FRAUD 


Capetown, March 11. 

Birger de Bulow, notorious for his 
operations here in mysterious film 
enterprises, as well as for his con- 
nection with phoney film acting 
schools and film producing enter- 
prises, has been sentenced for fraud 
to 12 weeks at hard labor. 


He was arrested on a charge of 
obtaining $200 by fraudulent means 
from a local bank. Sentence was 
imposed on two counts. The other 
involved raising a check from one 
pound to 40 pounds. 


WBT AND RCA Jam 
On Capucines’ Wire 


Paris, March 11. 

Wilton-Brockliss-Tiffany is about 
to sue RCA over the Photophone 
installation at the local Capucines, 
Tiffany’s boulevard show-case. 

WRBT refuses to pay $11,000 as 
the balance on an $18,000 equip- 
ment, alleging that the RCA ap- 
paratus has caused the destruction 
of projected films and damaged the 





sales of Tiffany pictures through 
poor reproduction. Firm will ask 
$10,000 damages. 

RCA engineers at first blamed 


the projectors, but the theatre man- 
agement doesn’t decry all RCA 
equipment, stating that the same 
films reproduce all right on other 
Photophone and W. E. installations. 
Thegrouch is against the Capucines’ 
own layout. 


Pathe-Natan Now Sole 


asserting belief that England merely 
wanted a test case, and sent the 
forbidden version over “as a slap in 
the face of the American industry.’ 
Denial is made that the Hays 
block is interposed for any other 
(Continued on page 63) 





initia Biz Dull; 


Silent Film There 


Amsterdam, March 11. 

Ufa’s “Liebes Walzer” (“The Love 
Waltz”), in its third week at the 
Rembrandt theatre here, continues 
big. 

At the Royal cinema, a Universal 
subject called “The Wagon Mas- 
ter” here, was a failure. 

The Corso cinema is showing 
“Week-End Wives,” British Inter- 
national silent picture, mediocre in 
quality and likewise in box office 
strength. 

Business at the picture places is 
generally dull and sluggish. 


PROTEST GERMAN FILM 
Dutch Audience So Hostile, 
tests Followed Showing 
Amsterdam, March 11. 
German Konditorei picture, 
backed by the Emelka iriterests, 
flopped at its premiere in the Tus- 
chinsky theatre here. So hostile 
was the audience public protests 
were made over the performance. 
Cutting and revision helped some- 
what and the film is being held in 
for the time being. 


Pro- 








Move to Buy Maxwell’s 
End of F-N-Pathe, England 


London, March 11. 

Harry Bandy, First National for- 
eign sales manager and thus a 
Warner executive, is here, under- 
stood to be negotiating to buy out 
John Maxwell's interest in First 
National-Pathe. 

Belief in the trade is that dis- 
tribution of Pathe newsreel and 
short subjects would then go over 
to the Wardour Co., Maxwell's na- 
tive releasing unit, and First Na- 
tional-Pathe would shut down, with 
Warners handling the material to- 
gether with its own product. 

Idea is to consolidate Warner and 
its allies in one distributing agency. 





Communist Students 
Break Up Czech Film 


Prague, March 11. 

Six young students, including a 
girl Communist, interrupted the 
Czech film, “Colonel Svec,” at the 
Fenix theatre here. 

Demonstration included cries of 
“shame” and the throwing of hand- 
bills from the gallery to protest 
the presumed capitalistic keynote of 





RCA Agents in France | 


Ausscher Company, formerly the | 
RCA local equipping organization, 
has turned its Photophone franchise | 
over to Pathe-Natan, which is now | 
the agent for RCA. 


Idea is to equip the independents | French talker, 
jas a publicity stunt. 


and also sell 
| Pathe-Natan 
RCA 


P-N 
are 


product. 
mainly 


them 


nouses 





} Wired by 


Paris, March 11. |: 
| 
| 


iand portions ol 


guias een put on tive Jit 


the picture. Two of the disturbers 
were from six to 14 days in 
jail. 


given 


BROADCAST FILM 
Brussels, March 11. 
Radio-Schaerbeek broadcast songs 
the dialog from th: 
“La Route est Belle 


it's the first time a sound film 


over here 


— ————— 
——— 
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Vagabond and ‘Grischa; Opposites 











In L. A.; $37,000-$13,000—High-Low 


Los Angeles, March 


(Draw. Pop., 1,500,000 
Weather Ideai 
“Vagabond King’ in the Para 
mount at advanced prices gathered 
37,000, the town’s big arithmeti 
Elsewhere grosses were, in general, 

fairly good. 

An exception and lisappoint 
ment was “Sergealr Grisc! 
which opened smartly at the Or 
pheum, only to sag $1,000 the sec- 
ond day, and then going into a 
coma for a so-80 $13,000 week's 
total. It will be withdrawn this 
Friday, with “Rio Rita” to begin a 
pop scale engagement. 

Loew’s State closely tagged the 
Paramount, getting a nice $33,000 
with William Haines’ “The Girl 
Said No.” and Eddie Peabody, the 
pint-sized banjoist-m.c., returned to 
town and shared billing with the 
picture, 


Estimates for Last Week 


Boulevard (Fox), “Sky Hawk’ 
(Fox) (2,164; 25-50). Did nicely, 
$7,300. 

Carthay Circle (Fox), “Happy 
Days” (Fox) (1,500; 50-$1.50) (2d 
week). Industry tremendously in- 
terested and flocking for load of 
70 mm. Touched $21,000, extraor- 


dinary at this house. 

Chinese (Fox), “Rogue Song” 
(Metro) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (8th week). 
Last weeks announced and “Hell’s 
Angels” again mentioned for house. 
“Rogue” has done splendidly from 
start, Tibbett’s baritone exciting 
great interest. Last week still able 
to accomplish $22,000. 


Criterion (Fox), “Men Without 
Women” (Fox). (1,600; 25-75) (st 
week). Preceded by alert publicity, 


but masculine taste does not dictate 


theatregoing locally. Moderate at 
$13,500 and _ fortnight probably 
ample. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox), “New York 
Nights” (UA) (1,800; 25-75). Norma 
Talmadge picture worth $11,000, 
okay. 

State (Loew-Fox), “Girl Said No” 
(Metro) 2,024; 25-$1). Against 


heavy competition pyramided $33,- 
000, very pert. 


Million Dollar — “Embarrassing 


Moments” (U) (2,300; 35-50). 
Typical gross, $5,500. 
Orpheum (RKO), “Case of Ser- 


geant Grischa”’ (Radio) (2,270; 50- 
75) (1st week). Ladies don’t fancy 
it. Sharp decline after big and 
hopeful opening day. Conclusion, 
$13,000. 

Paramount (Publix), “Vagabond 
King” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). Usual 
house scale boosted-to $1 evenings. 
Paramount-Publix publicity artillery 
concentrated on putting this one 
over. Two weeks only decided. 
Opened to $37,000. 

RKO — “Murder 
(Col) (2,950; 30-65). Tinge of car- 
mine on ledger at $14,000. Neither 
screen nor stage could develop a 
profit. 

United Artists (Pub-UA), “Con- 
d@emned” (UA) (2,100; 25-$1) (2d 
week). Scrams to $10,500. 

Warners Downtown — “She 
Couldn’t Say No” (WB) (1,800; 50- 
75) (2d, final week). Down to $18,- 
000, so vacated. 

Warners’ Hollywood—“The Green 
Goddess” (WB) (2,756; 25-75) (2d, 
final week). Second week, $17,000. 


LENT HEAVILY FELT 


on the Roof” 





IN BOSTON HOUSES 


Boston, March 11. 
(Draw Pop, 800,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Keith-Memorial pulled some heads 
up stuff here last week when realiz- 
ing that something would have to 
be done to overcome the ballyhoo of 
“Vagabond King,” opening at the 
Publix Uptown house. It pulled 
“Happy Days” in middle of the sec- 
ond week and stuck “Men Without 
Women” in, starting Thursday. The 
K-M had a gross of $20,000 for the 
week; not so good. 

At the Keith-Albee “The Careless 
Age” (FN) did $21,500. This was 
strong from the start and beat the 
Memorial. 

At the State, uptown in the dpart- 
ment house belt, “Not So Dumb” 
(M-G-M) got $17,500. House figured 
first week of Lent had eaten into 
the gross. 

At the Metropolitan, “Roadhouse 
Nights” (Par) did $34,000, consider- 
ably below what this house can do 
and rather light business. This 
house probably felt the full brunt of 
“The Vagabond King” opening. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75)— 
“Roadhouse Nights” (Par). $34,800. 

Keith-Memorial (4,000; 35-50-60) 
—“Happy Days” (Fox). $20,000. 

Keith-Albee (3,000; 50-60) — “The 
Careless e”’ (FN). $21,500. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 30-40-50)— 
* «t So Dumb” (M-G-M). $17,500. 





“DAYS,” $35,000 WASH.; 


“GRISCHA” DOES $16,500 


Washington, March 11, 
(Estimated White Pop., 450,000) 
Weather: Fine and Bad 
One thing about the Fox—when 


it plays a special it gets dough and 
plenty. And when that special is 
backed with liberal advertising it 
thas been demonstrated that the 
dough is in the bag. “Happy Days 
|was no exception, though toward 
ithe end of the week things slid 
somewhat. This creditable to 
weather and Lent. That got every- 


body. 

| Other houses rather spotty. Pal- 
jace never goes lower than second 
place. Week not so forte with “Dan- 
gerous Paradise,” but the habit 
trade came to the rescue. Other 
Loew house, with “Anna Christie,” 
in a second week, found that stanza 
lalso slightly off: RKO, with “Sgt. 
|Grischa,”’ spent liberally and got 


enough to go a second week. Much 
interest here in the picture. Rialto’s 
final week with “Dames Ahoy” 
pretty sad. Closed with all sorts of 
| rumors, One is Publix signing 10- 
|year lease. This:is a revived rumor. 
| Official announcement from house 
is closing to install cooling plant. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Columbia (Loew)—‘“Anna Chris- 
tie’ (M-G) (1,232; 35-50). Much 
discussed, but not air tight on sec- 
ond week; dropped six“grand to 
around $10,000. 

Earl (Warner)—“Laughing Lady” 
(Par) (2,244; 35-50). Up to about 
$14,700. 

Fox—‘‘Happy Days” (Fox), stage 
show (3,434; 35-50-60-75). Picture 
first announced, then pulled to await 
grandeur and then let go without it; 
about $35,500; stage show, “Screen- 
land Melodies,” deserves share in 
credit; both held second week. 
Met (Warner)—“Son of Gods” 
(FN) (1,585; 35-50). Held up rather 
well considering, $11,000. 

Palace (Loew)—“Dangerous Par- 
adise” (Par), stage show (2,363: 35- 
50). Picture met divided comment: 
regulars saved it with final count 
not more -$18,500. 

Rialto (U)—“Dames Ahoy” (U) 

(1,987; 35-50). Pretty bad; house 
closed Thursday night. 
RKO (Keith’s)—“Set Grischa” 
(Radéo) (1,870; 25-50). Extensive 
advertising campaign; picture held 
for second week; $16,500. 


LOUISVILLE’S WEEP WEEK 


Mostly Cry Films — $12,000 
“Lummox” Is Loew’s Lowest 





for 


Louisville, March 11, 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Rain 


Business completely off last week. 
Grosses at @ new general low. 
Weather dampened the ticket sale 
plenty, besides which lots of “cry” 
films around. 

“Lummox” failed to entice the 
younger generation or the males 
and left a very restricted patron- 
age. “Street of Chance” and “Hell's 
Heroes” both ended tragically, on 
the screen and off. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 40)— 
“Hell’s Heroes” (U). Charles Bick- 


ford a strong draw here; $3,200, 
fair. 
Brown (Brown) (1,509; 20-50)— 


“Baldpate” (Radio). Claimed around 
$4,000. 

Mary Anderson (R-K-O) (1,387; 
30-50)—“Burning Up” (Par). Nice 
business, considering; nearly $3,100. 

Rialto (R-K-O) (2,940; 30-50)— 
“Street of Chance” (Par). Below 
normal; $5,200. 

State (Loew) (3,252; 35-40)— 
“Lummox” (UA). Depressing; 
“Loewest” since opening, at $12,000. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,785; 35- 
50)—“She -Couldn’t Say No” (WB). 
Winnie Lightner couldn’t overcome 
the story; pictures all over town in 


keeping with the weather, tears 
everywhere; $4,100. 
Uptown (1,200; 15-30)—Another 


week for this neighborhood house 
with two first runs. “Wall Street” 
(Col) opened for two days; followed 
a short split week of “Hollywood 
Revue” (M-G) and closed with “Mys- 
terious Island” (M-G); $3,300 good. 

Ritz (Laffell) (1,120; 15-35)—Still 
holding on at close of fifth week of 
stock burlesque; nearly $2,800; 
slight improvement over last week. 

Gayety (Galligan) (1,100; 25-75)— 
First week of Matt Kolb’s stock 
burlesque troupe, late of St. Joseph, 
Mo.; did fairly well at near $3,000; 
receipts should build as old custom- 
ers realize this former Mutual stand 
is operating again. 





Betty Scott writing comedy West- 
ern short, Mona Ray to be featured, 
Pathe. 
Sidney A. D’Albrook, William P. 
Burke, “Hawk Island,” Radio. 
Wilbur Mack for “Czar of Broad- 
way,” Univ. 





$25,000 FOR “CHRISTIE” 


Leads Providence oy Wide Margin— 
Majestic’s Two Films, $11,500 
Providence, March 11. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Weather: Fair and warm 
Not a bad week. Advent of Lent 
had its effect, but excellent film fare 
kept business brisk the early part 
of week. 








“Anna Christie’ was the biggest 
|; thing in town, bringing in about 
| $25,000 to Loew’s State. 

| Estimates for Last Week 
Loew's State (3,500; 15-50) - 
“Anna _ Christie” (M-G). Greta 


Garbo knocked the rabble for a row 


| all week; slightly over $25,000 big. 


Strand (Ind) (2,200; — “Street of 
Chance” (Par). William Powell 
brought many raves; closed week 
Thursday night with repuried $12,- 
500; feature held over until last 
Sunday, when house closed for six 
weeks; reopens Easter Sunday un- 
der Publix management. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Sky Hawk” (Fox) and “Rich Peo- 
ple’ (Pathe). Only double bill in 
town; former feature best liked; 
house average at about $11,500. 

Victory (RKO) (1,600; 15-50)- 
“Happy Days” (Fox) (2d week). 
Feature pulled out Thursday night 
for Friday opening ef “Sergt. Gris- 
cha” (Radio); house plans all fu- 
ture openings on Fridays; about 
$6,500. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—‘“Murder on 
the Roof” (Col) and Sharkey-Scott 
fight; also vaude; close to $9,200. 

Albee (RKO) (2,500; 15-60)— 
“Officer O’Brien” (Pathe) and vaude. 
Fair near $11,000. 


Lent and Rain Hit 
Balto Hard, Still 
“Christie, $22,000 





Baltimore, March 11. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Weather Rainy 


For the first time since “Love 
Parade” the Stanley topped the 
Century with “Anna Christie,” 


beating out “Tomorrow” by a wide 
margin last week. It was the big- 
gest intake the all-sound big-seater 
has. had since “Hollywood Revue.” 
Business generally felt the effects 
of Lent. Start-off was good, but 
Ash Wednesday slowed things up 
and a heavy rainstorm Thursday 
and Friday didn’t help. 

“Happy Days,” after a_ great 
opening week, dropped sharply last 
four days. Uptown Parkway ran 
counter to the trend and held its 
high average. Valencia with ‘Loose 
Ankles” was about $750 under 
previous good week. 

Rivoli, day-and-dating ‘Isle of 
Escape” with uptown Met, came 
through pretty well. Keith’s, even 
with a double bill (“Grand Parade” 
and “Rich People’), failed to strike 
average. 

“Sergeant Grischa’ was low at 
Auditorium, Auditorium, heretofore 
scaled as a road show house, dis- 
carded the high top last week and 
is now matching the 25-60c at the 
Stanley next door. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Century (Loew), “The Other To- 
morrow” (3,200; 25-60). Picture 
pleased. Not strong enough to off- 
set Lent and weather. Stage unit 
with Leon Navarra m.c.’ing good. 
Navarra, one time resident m.c. at 
the Stanley, has local following. 
After good start eased off and 
finished with about $18,500. 

Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall), 
“Anna Christie.” Excellent week. 
Would have hit the b.o. ceiling, but 


for Lent and the rain. An out- 
standing intake, $22,000. 
New (M. Mechanic), “Happy 


Days” (1,500; 25-50). Under better 
conditions could have stood another 


week. As was, two more than 
plenty. Slid badly beginning 
Wednesday, Gross, while good, 


about half of first week’s big gross; 
$8,000. 

Rivoli (Wilson Amus. Co.), “Isle 
of Escape” (2,100; 25-60). Day and 
dating with uptown Metropolitan 
now. Pretty good week, all con- 
sidered. Not big, but above aver- 
age for season at $6,800. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers), “Grand 
Parade” and “Rich People” (2,500; 
25-50). Double-header no riot. Af- 
fected by seasonal decline; $5,800. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers), “Ser- 
geant Grischa” (1,572; 25-60). Got 
critical raves, but too restricted in 
appeal for this stand. House scale 
eut to conform with Stanley's; 
about $3,000, low. y 

Parkway (Loew-U.A.),, ‘Devil 
May Care” (1,000; 25-35). Holding 
satisfactory pace more consistently 
than any. This picture bucked 
Lent and rain, reaching previous 
week’s good intake, $4,000. 

Valencia (Loew-U.A.), “Loose 
Ankles” (1,200; 25-35). First run 
not up to previous week; weather 
hurting. Finished fair at $2,600. 








“ANNA” NEAR $40,000; 
PITT STANLEY, $29,000 


Pittsburgh, March ITI. 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 





Weather: Fair) 
Penn stood ’em up again last 
week with a sizzling $39,000 for 


“Anna Christie.” Cricks raved and 
house staff went nerts trying to 
keep mob in line. 

Nick Lucas, on stage, enabled the 
Stanley to pick up several grand to 
approach a highly satisfactory $29,- 
000. Picture, “Strictly Modern,” 
figured light. Aldine had _ filler, 
“Love Doctor,” and slipped under 
$10,000 for the first time in months. 
“Green Goddess” held up in second 


and last week at Warner, exiting 
with $14,000, or over $30,000 for 
fortnight Arliss set here now. 
“Song of West” opened big Thurs- 
day. 


Olympic make a quick booking of 
“Melody Man” when censors, at 
last minute, put thumbs down on 
British-made “High Treason.” Final 
three days of “Troopers Three” 
about $1,350, with new picture 
claiming around $3,200 for first 
four days. Harris turned in around 
$6,000 with “Cameo Kirby.” 

Out in East Liberty, Sheridan 
Square had “Sergeant Grischa,” 
which pulled finest notices of year. 


About $6,500 for first full week; 
slightly better than expected, and 
a holdover. Enright did a fair 


$16,000 with ‘Behind the Makeup.” 
Estimates for Last Week 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75)—“‘Anna Christie” (M-G). 
Gold in them thar Loew tills; be- 


tween $39,000 and $40,000, and ca- 
pacity almost continuously; mar- 
quee simply read “Garbo talks” and 
fans flocked. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
“Strictly Modern” (FN) and Nick 
Lucas turned over close to $29,000, 


credit going to Lucas. Lucas 
worked independent of Publix unit. 

Aldine (Loew’s) (1,900; 35-50)— 
House couldn’t get out of playing 
“Love Doctor’ (Par) and slipped 
under $10,000; “Lone Star Ranger” 
(Fox) current, and then “Rogue 
Song” (M-G). 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-50-75)— 


“Green Goddess” (WB). 
second and last 


Held up in 
week to nice $14,- 
000; better than “Disraeli” on fort- 
night run; “Song of the West” 
(WB) opened big. 

Olympic (Tiff) (1,200; 35-50)— 
“Troopers Three.” Held over three 
days .beyond allotted two weeks 
when censors at last minute turned 
thumbs down on “High Treason’; 
“Melody Man” (Col) opened last 
Wednesday, getting close to $3,200 
for four days; last three days ef 
“Troopers” under $1,200. 

Enright (WB) 3.700; 25-35-40- 
60)—When picture has name they 
do biz here. “Behind the Makeup” 
(Par) satisfactory at $16,000, due 
mainly to William Powell. 

Sheridan Square — “Sergeant 
Grischa” (Radio). Pulled finest 
notices of year and $6,500, slightly 
better than expected; rated strong 
enough to hold over. 

Harris—“‘Cameo Kirby” (Fox). 
Ordinary at $6,000; names meant 
nothing, despite Terris-Murray 
“Married in Hollywood” having 
previously played this site. 


PARTY GIRL’ WAKES UP 
BUFF ALO—$16,000—BIG 


Buffalo, Mareh 11, 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

Weather: Rainy 

Most of the Gowntown Buffalo 
houses ran neck and neck last week 
at about average levels. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
“She Couldn't Say No” (WB); 
“Modes and Models,” stage unit. Av- 
erage, $28,700. 

Hipp (Publix (2,400; 40-60)— 
“Dangerous Paradise” (Par). Vaude. 
Good on both ends. Good at $29,700. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 40-60)— 





“Son of Gods” (F. N.) (2d week). 
Fairly, despite mixed comment at 
outset. $9,100. 


Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400: 25-35- 
50)—"‘Sky Hawk” (Fox). Nothing 
except the London air raid, not 
enough to excite: $13,000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,406: 40-60)- 
“Party Girl’ (Col.); “Baby Songs” 
(F. and M.) on stage. This picture 
woke them up_and sent business 
back to above normal. Quite some 
comment on the feature with gross 
shooting up to over $16,000. 





Aileen Pringle, i3rant Withers, 
Walter MacGrail, Helen John&on, 
Emmett Corrigan, Ray Largay, 


Blanche Frederici and Sam Nelson 
for “Soldiers and Women” with Ed- 
ward Sloman directing for Col. 

Morton Downey to sing one num- 
ber in “Devil's Holiday” Par. 











‘Chance’ ‘Blaze’ Zep’ King,’ ‘Grischa’ 
All Down; Days, ‘Anna, ‘Phantom Big 


Philadelphia, March 11, 

Business eased off for downtown 
pictures last week. To be expected 
with the beginning of Lent, but 
some of the drops were more than 
expected. : 

Mastbaum slumped from $58.000 
to $41,000 with no stage highlight, 
Film was “Street of Chance.” Earle 
also disappointed on $21,000 for 
Eddie Dowling in person in conjunc- 
tion with “Blaze o’ Glory.” Stanley 
dropped from $32,000 to $18,000 on 
the second week of “Son of the 
Gods,” but film was held for a third 
week, despite the toboggan. “Lost 
Zeppelin” did only about $8,000 at 
the Stanton, and was taken off after 
a week. 

“Vagabond King” has; disappoint- 
ed at the Aldine. Last week, its 
third, $10,000 was claimed, and 
that’s generous. Engagement will 
end this Saturday, giving the pic- 
ture less than a month. It had been 
figured for six to eight weeks. 

“Sergeant Grischa” got great no- 
tices at the Erlanger, but not much 
b. 0. attention. It was held in, but 
$15,000 hardly justified the action. 

Fox, Boyd, and Karlton were ex- 
ceptions to bust business. “Happy 
Days” got over $40,000, $10,000 above 
average trade. Boyd was sensa- 
tional with $33,000 for the first week 
of “Anna Christie.” May hoid for 
a month at present indications. 
Karlton got 37,900, its highest in 
over a year with “Phantom of the 
Opera,” in sound and dialog. 

Fox-Locust, figured as staying 
dark indefinitely, reopens March 20 
with “Song o’ My Heart” (I*ox). Al- 
dine may go dark after “Vagabond 
King,” thus leaving the town with 
only one $2 house. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Mastbaum?* (4,800; 35-50-75) 
“Street of Chance” (Par). Picture 
liked by critics but took a whale of 
a drop from preceding week, when 

stage bill feature; $41,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—"“Son of 
the Gods” (FN) (2d week). Bar- 
thelmess picture dropped from $32,- 
000 to $18,000, but was held for third 
week. 


Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—“‘Anna 
Christie” (M-G) (1st week). Raves 
and $33,000. 

Fox (3,000; 90) —“Happy Days” 


(Fox) (1st week). Another smash; 
over $40,000 claimed. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—‘Lost 
Zeppelin” (Tiff). Scheduled for two 
weeks but taken out after one; not 
over $8,000. 

Aldine (1,500; $1.50) — “Vagabond 
King” (Par) (3d week). In second 
full week eased to $10,000, and out 
this Saturday; very disappointing. 

Erlanger (1,900; 50-75)—"‘Sergeant 
Grischa” (Radio) (1st week). Critics 
enthusiastic but trade not up to ex- 
pectations; however, held for second 
week on $15,000. 

Earle (2,000; 50-75)—“‘“Blaze o’ 
Glory” (Sono-Art). Not what was 
hoped for with Eddie Dowling in 
person; about average at $21,000. 

Kariton (1,000; 50)—‘Phantom of 
Opera” (U) (ist week). Biggest 
week in a year; $7,900. 


MAINSTREET AHEAD 
IN K. C. WITH $23,500 


Kansas City, March 11. 

Two shoot-’em-ups, two stage 
stories and a clever domestic com- 
ed-- in the downtowns last week, 
The comedy with “personal” appear- 
ance (Rin-Tin-Tin) turned the trick 
for top gross. 

At the Midland “The Bishop Mur- 
der Case” was given sweet notices 
and newspaper breaks, but failed to 
develop any great draw Starting 
of Lent and calling of a general 
strike by the building construction 
unions seeking a five-day week with 
5% days’ pay also hurt. 

Newman started “Vagabond King” 
for single week at $1 top. Later it 
will be at the Royal, another Publix 
house, for 75c. before going to the 
res:dentials for 50c. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s Midland—‘Bishop Murder 
Case” (M-G-M) (4,000; 25-35-50-60) 
—Papers gave cast and picture 
strong reviews, but result unsatis- 
factory. Lita Grey Chaplin on stage, 
but here before within the year and 
edge off. $16,800. 


Mainstreet —‘“‘This Thing Called 
Love” (3,200; 25-35-50-60). Spicy 


comedy, with stage show, Rin-Tin- 
Tin and vaude. $23,500. 

Newman — “Roadhouse Nights” 
(1,980; 25-35-50-60). Title did not 
appear to have any draw, although 
picture given good reviews. Critic 
resented slurring references to 
newspaper men in the dialog. $13,400. 


Pantages—‘Peacock Alley” (2,200; 
25-35-50). Mae Murray’s first talk- 
er; registers nicely in dialog and 


songs. Dances, too, and how! Mu- 

sical stock on stage. $12,200. - 
Royal — “Dangerous Paradise 

(Publix) (840; 25-35-50). Good en- 


tertainment. Trade just fair. $4,700. 
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Roxy's Bad Drop to $73,400 Last 
Week Sent That House for the 
First Time Under Par.—$75,900 





+ 
——$ a 





Last week will be memorable, it | ROADHOUSE NIGHTS’ NO 
at all, for the low gross of the Roxy | J 


rather than any high marks any- | 
where else, although exception must 
be noted in the case of the Strand, 
which had a neat $40,400 with “Gen- 
eral Crack.” 

Those empty seat blues were 
chanted at the Roxy in the retarded 
tempo of $73,400, close to low tide 
for this mammoth grotto. 

Vilma Banky in “A Lady Te 
Love,” although deemed a _ good 
entertainment, did only so-so at 
the Capitol. Paramount’s $75,900 
with “Slightly Scarlet” was, in view 
of the prevailing situation, whole- 
somely okay. 

Among the $2 


pictures insignifi- 


cant matinees were generally felt 
in totals.: Two new ones, “Mamba,” 
and “Song O’ Mv Heart” came in 
this week. Will Hays extended the 
run of the English melodrama 


“White Cargo,” at the Cohan, one 
week by favoring it with his disap- 
proval. Picture proceeded to bill 
itself as “forbidden by Will Hays 
but on view twice daily at this the- 
atre.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—“Rogue Song” (Metro) (1,- 
120; $1-$2) (7th week). Picture will 
be released for special extended 
runs immediately. First engagement 
of type started Saturday in Cleve- 
land. Key bookings in 50 cities con- 
templated ‘along lines of Para- 
mount’s “Vagavond King.” How this 
will affect Astor engagement prob- 
lematic.* Demand has eased up con- 
siderably. Metro not overboard on 


pictures of $2 weight at present, 
although “March of Time” and | 
another are chalked as_ future 


entries. Last week “Rogue” around 
$18,000. Liberal. 
Capitol — “A 
(Metro) (4,620; 
Newest version of “They Knew 
What They Wanted.” Vilma Banky 
pinch-hitting with Metro and liked 


Lady To Love” 
35-50-75-$1.50). 


in part. $57.800. 
Carroll — “Puttin’ On The Ritz” 
(UA) (1,018; $1-$2) (4th week). 


Finding box office response at scale 
and standing up nicely against bud- 
ding Spring weather which socks 
matinees. Week-end reported bet- 
ter than previous similar period. 
Around $12,000. 

Central — “Disraeli” (WB) (922; 
$1-$2) (22nd week). Dean of re- 
served seaters has yet to develop 
any serious fatigue. Off little but 
remarkably steady in sixth month. 
Around $11,000. 


Cohan — “White Cargo” (W. P., 
Lid.) 1,400: 50-$1.50) (3rd, final 
week). Low scaled with heated 


theme magnetized some male patro- 
nage. Not $5,000; house may get 
legit show next week. 
Colony—‘“Undertow” 
35-50-75). Mary Nolan in heavy 
melodrama. House average, $12,000. 
“Cohens and Kellys in Scotland,” 
current, will, be held over. 
Criterion—‘‘Vagabond King” (Par) 
(862; $1-$2) (4th week). At this 
stand, $16,400 complimentary. 
Embassy—Newsreel House (Fox- 


(U) (1,900; 


Hearst) (568; 25). After three 
months, grosses still fairly steady 
within $7,000-38,000 bracket. 


44th Street—“Song O’ My Heart” 
(Fox) (1,400; $1-$2). John McCor- 
mack picture opened last night 
(Tuesday). Handled by J. J. Mc- 
Carthy and Joe Shea. 

Gaiecy—“Maimba” (Tiffany) (808; 


$1-$2). Tiffany’s best cast since 
taking house, Eleanor Boardman, 
Jean Hersholt and Ralph Forbes. 


Plugging it as first dialog drama in 
Technicolor. Opened Monday night 
following “Troopers 38” which fin- 
ished its third week under $5,000. 


Globe—‘‘Sergeant Grischa” (Radio) 
(1,065; 35-50-75). Opened Friday 
and generally panned. Too sombre, 
gist of comment. 

Paramount — “Slightly Scarlet” 
(Par) (3,665; 35-65-$1). Very ac- 
ceptable $75,900 for plot No. 9 about 
the lady and gentleman jewel 
thieves. Stage held Russian “Chauve 
Souris” troupe. 

Rialto—‘‘Be Yourself” (UA) (2,- 
000; 35-50-65-85). Fannie Brice pic- 
ture opened Thursday. Divided 
comment on film 65% _ singing. 
“Street of Chance” down to $17,700 





on exit week. 

Rivoli — “Love Parade” (Par) 
(2,200; 35-50-65-85) (2nd week). 
Considering long previous $2 run 
aut Criterion $49,600 good business. 

Roxy—“Let’s Go Places” (Fox) 


(6,205; 50-75-$1.50). No names to 
bolster this one; $73,400 close to 
Roxy's low record. Currently big 
arcade is celebrating third anni- 
Versary with one of those splen- 


diferous birthday parties and “Such 
Men Are Dangerous.” 

Strand — “General Crack” (WB) 
(2.999; 35-50-75). Invoked consid- 
eravle tumult at pop scale, going to 
$40.00. But no holdover. 

Warners — “Song of the West” 


Seattle, March 11. 
(Drawing Population, 450,000) 
Weather: Cool and Ory 
Good attractions ruled and re- 


ceipts weren’t bad last week. Se- 
attle announces name Cthange tu 
Paramount, March 14. Celebrated 
second anniversary the past week 


with added “evolution” show, show- 
ing progress of films, talkers and 
stage. Advertised heavily along 
with “Roadhouse Night (Par). 
Liberty is still using plenty of 
printer’s ink for colorful billing on 


“Say It with Sones.” Again sur- 
prised showmen with big draw. It's 
a second run after a great run at 


the Music Box many months ago. 
Dave Heimilhoch is the new man- 
ager at the Coliseum. 
Estimates for Last Week ~ 
Seattle (Pub) (3,106; 25-C€0)— 
“Roadhouse Nights” (Par). 3ally- 
hoo for second anniversary observ- 
ance; $10,000; ordinary. 


Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)— 
“She Steps Out” (Fox). Jackie 
Souders and “Desert” Idea; fair at 
$12,000. 

Fox (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)—‘Devil 


May Care” (M-G) (2d week). Should 
have been better; $8,200; holds over 
for 3d week. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50-75)—“Murder on the Roof” (Col). 
Did $5,600. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 2 
0-75)—“‘Green Goddess” (WB) ( 
week). Started to weaken, and at 
$7,500 taken off end 2d week. 

Liberty (Jensen-Von Herberg) 
(2,000; 15-25-35)—“Say It with 
Songs” (WB). Considered remark- 
able for second run at $10,200, good. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)-— 
“Seven Faces” (Fox). Got $2,300. 

Metropolitan (Pub) (1,200; 25-60) 


5- 
2d 


—‘‘Dangerous Paradise” (Par). To- 
tal was $4,800. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 


“The Furies” 
$10,500, 


WOMAN RACKET’ FLOPS: 
TAKEN OFF IN PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., March 11. 
(Drawing population, 400,000) 
This burg has become “lobby- 
minded.” No house has yet put in 
ping-pong tables, but the Publix 
Portland looks like a carnival in- 


(Radio). Good for 





side, littered up with gadgets and 
fortune __ tellers. The Broadway 
brought out its stage band for 


dances in the lounge from 10 p.m. 
to midnight, Mondays. Stunt proved 
so popular that Wednesdays are 
now added. Floyd Maxwell, Fox 
city manager, met the Publix and 
Orpheum opposish by color news- 
paper ads and more exploitation. 

Event of the week was the quick 
flop of Metro’s “Woman Racket.” 

Estimates for last week 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“Devil May Care” (M-G). Drew 
well, getting mat crowds; big at 
$15,000, top for town. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“Grande Parade” (Pathe), clicked; 
$11,500; good. 

Portland (Publix) (3,500; 25-50)— 
“Roadhouse Nights” (Par). Okay, 
public weary of gangster films; 
fair for $7,500; poor. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-60)—‘Happy Days” (Fox). 
Had good first week and will hold 
for short run; $10,000; big. 

Alder (Parker-Fox) (1,200; 25-50) 
—‘*Woman Racket” (M-G). “Woman 
Racket” flopped. Taken off after 2 
days. 2d run “Anna Christie” fin- 
ished week. $4,000. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,500; 2: 
“Other Tomorrow,” (M-G). Failed 
to get much attention; $2,500; bad. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25) 
—‘‘Murder on the Roof,” (Col). fair 
biz; $5,800. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 25- 
50)—"Green Goddess,” (WB), Good 
week at $4,200. 


25-50)— 


Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35) 
—‘Awful Truth,” (Pathe). Well 
enough: $4,500, 

Dufwin (Duffy) (1,400; 25-$1.25). 
World premiere of new comedy, 
“Peggy Steps Out,” with authoress, 


Ethel Clifton, in lead; 
$5,100. 


good week at 





(WB) (1,360; $1-$2) (2nd week). 
Not for long. Molasses pace, $14,400, 
suggests quick demise. 

Winter Garden—‘Green Goddess” 





(WB) (1,484; $1-$2) (4th week). 
Arliss’ rajah melodrama doing okay, 
$19,600, 


SEATTLE PANIC, $10,000 


DENVER TAKES WESTERN 








DENVER TAKES WESTERN <7 Dave’ Leave,” $54,000, Chi. Surprise: 
“Anna, $33,900—Parade’ Down $10,000 


Last Week 


Denver, March 11. 
(Draw Pop., 400,000) 
Weather—Fair 

America turned in a gross better 
than average on “The Lone Star 
Ranger.” 

Folks liked “Happy Days” 
Aladdin, 

Estimates for Last Week 
America — (Huffman) (1,500; 20- 


(Fox) 
$6.000 
' 





at the 


35-50) “Lone Star Ranger” 

Westerns going fairly good; 
Aladdin — (Huffman) (1,500; 35- 
50-75) “Happy Days” (Fox). No 


reason to complain: $9,000. 
Rialto—(Publix) (1,040; 20-40-50) | 
“Dangerous Paradise” (Par); $4,100. | 
Denver — (Publix) (2,300; 25-40- 
65) “Anna Christie” (M-G). Okay, | 
$18,100. 
Tabor — (Bennett) (2,200: 25-40- 


60-75) “Second Wife” (Radio). 
ter than average; $8,500. 


Minn. Up Aga; 
$30,500 Top; ‘Anna | 
Slins Off $9,000; 


Minneapolis, March 11. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Favorable 
Grosses staged the sort of re- 
vival that covers managerial maps 
with smiles. Prosperity in evidence 

again almost all along the line. 

Seems that business comes in 
spurts these days. Patronage is not 
steady and is not evenly distributed. 
This condition betokens general 
conditions below par and gives rise 
to uncertainty regarding the out- 
look. Good weeks are still too in- 
frequent. 

Last week the palm went to “Son 
of the Gods” at the Minnesota. 
Gross soared above $30,500. Like 
old times. Orpheum couldn't get 
out of the red and the Seventh 
Street is also having a tough pull. 


Estimates for last week 


Bet- 











Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
“Son of the Gods” (FN). Outstand- 
ing magnet; stage show also 


pleased; biggest week in months; 
slightly over $30,500; great. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)— 
“Anna Christie” (M-G). After rec- 
ord breaking first week of $19,000, 
slumped sharply to $7,800. 

State (Publix) 2,200; 60)— 
“Dangerous Paradise” (Par). Failed 
to excite much enthusiasm; around 
$17,800. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)— 
“Let’s Go Places” (Fox) and vaude. 
Weaver Brothers’ act the real draw; 
nearly $14,000, big at low scale, but 
means red. 

Seventh Street (RKO) (1,400; 50) 
—‘‘Such Men Are Dangerous” (Fox). 
Picture pleased. but not enough to 
carry house over to winning side of 
ledger; about $4,500. 

Pantages (1,600; 25-50)—‘Ven- 
geance” (Col) and vaude. Satisfac- 
tory, but minus boxoffice lure; 
around $6,500. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)— 
“Kibitzer” (Par). Drew fairly well; 
maybe $4,800. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—“Un- 
holy Night” (M-G). One of houses’ 
very best weeks; $3,200. 

Grand (Publix) (1,000; 
“Show of Shows” (WB) first 
“Love Parade’ (Par) second 
Around $3,000, satisfactory. 

Shubert (Bainbridge stock) (35- 
$1)—"‘Romance.” Poorest week of 
season; $3,000. 


LEGIT IN ST. LOUIS 


City Had Several Stage Shows Last 
Week, but Pictures Held Up 


35)— 
half; 
half. 





St. Louis, March 11. 

(Drawing population, 1,000,000) 

Weather: clear and cool 

Business pepped up at most 
houses last week, despite special 
legit shows. Marx Brothers at the 
Shubert-Rialto, Eddie Cantor at the 
American and Guy Bates Post at 
the Orpheum (stock) packed them 
in, but film fans still turned to the 
screen houses. 

“Lummox” drew well at 
State, probably because 
Hurst is a former St. Louisan and 
widely read here. “Son of the 
Gods” at the Missouri did well on 
2d week. “Phantom of the Opera” 
in voice drew for Grand Central. 

Estimates for last week 

Ambassador (3,000: 35-50-65-75) 
—“‘Only the Brave” (Par) Typically 
Gary Cooper; Ed Lowry’s 
show, $20.200. 

Fox (6,000: 35-75)—“Happy Days” 


Loew's 
Fannie 


stage 








+ 


“BLAZE GLORY” GOES | 
FLOPPO IN FRISCO 


March ll. 


Some houses were in the | 
| 
: 


San Francisco 


Generalizations impossible loc 
last week. 
As usual, 


money. Others were not. 


the big Fox tilled the| 


share of the available cur- 


capacity 
greatest 
rency. 

“Sergeant Grischa” fell down at | 
the Orpheum, while “Vagabond 
King,” with a tremendous publicity 
shove behind it, set a new mark at 
the St. Francis. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Fox (5,000; 50-65-75-$1) — “Girl 
Said No” (Metro). Biggest gross- 
ing house on the coast had good bet 
and clicked $51,000. 


Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90)— 
“Blaze o' Glory” (Sono-Art). Eddie 
Dowling picture floppo House | 


dropped to $12,000. 

Granada (Publix) (2,698: 35-50-65- | 
$1)—“‘Only the Brave” (Par). Gary 
Cooper in person opening day. Nice 
engagement, $15,000. 

California (Publix) 
65-90)—“Roadhouse Nights” 
San Francisco didn’t know names 
but liked picture. Ushers not loaf- 
ing when ticker shows $18,000. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 25-50- 
65-90)—“Vagabond King” (Par). 
Scale slightly tilted to $1, with open- 
ing priced at $2.50. Over $20,000 for 
house record. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-50-65) 
—‘Case of Sergt. Grischa” (Radio). 

3arely $7,000, and yanked at end of 
first week. Simply failed to ignite. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,485; 30-40- 
50-65)—"Officer O’Brien” (Pathe). 
With four acts of vaude, combina- 
tion valued at $18,000, eminently 
okay. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365;.50-65- 
90) —“‘General Crack” (WB). Crowd- 
ed houses implied by $14,000. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150: 
65-90)—"‘Second Choice” 
erage house take, 
That includes profit. 

Casino (Ackerman & Harris) (2,- 
400; 46-60)—“Ship from Shanghai” 
(M-G). Very big for here, $11,500. 


LENT HURTS MONTREAL; 
“BLUES” BIG AT $17,000 


Montreal, March 11. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Weather: Mild 

Another poor week. Lent, and the 
outlook is not particularly good for 
the next month or so. Neighbor- 
hoods, on the other hand, are doing 
turnaway bix, a number breaking 
records. 

Loew's hi-hatted the rest of the 
first runs with $17,000 on “Navy 
Blues.” The vaude accounted for a 
big piece of the receipts. Palace has 
been running musicals lately, and 
the demand is feeding. “Hit the 
Deck” had capacity first three days, 
but Ash Wednesday nose dived and 
balance of week only fair. “Happy 
Days,” at the Capitol, attracted by 
reason of big array of favorites 
popular here, but could only bring 
in around $15,000. Princess had 
trouble some nights with sound, but 
on whole did well with “Awful 
Truth.” 

Imperial picked up $9,500 with 
“Strictly Modern,” and the Orpheum 
took $4,000 on “Painted Faces.” 
Roxy held about as usual with $4,000 
for “Verdun,” war picture, that is 
being held for second week. His 
Majesty’s (legit) not so good first 
three days of week with Russian 
singers, but good with Harry 
Lauder. 


Estimates for Last Week 


35-50- 


(Par). 


(2,200; 


35-50- 
(WB). Av- 
around $7,000. 





Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75)—“Hit 
the Deck” (Radio). Too many mu- 
sicals lately at this theatre: Lent 


combined to bring down gross to 
$16,000, much below average. 
Capitol (FP) 2,700; 40-75) — 
“Happy Days” (Fox). Array of 
names brought in good crowds first 


| carriage 
; £Toss 


| $33,900 for 


| ! 
$11,800 in its se 








(Fox). Another name picture; Bert 
Frohman's stage show. $31,000. 

Loew’s State (3.300; 25-25-85) 
“Lummox” (UA), Excellent drama 
shorts. $16,500. 

Missouri (3.890: 235-59-65-75) 
“Son of Gods” (KN) %d veek 
shorts. $9,200. 

Grand Central (1,700; 50-75 
“Phantom of the Opera better 
with sound; shorts. $9,409. \ 


three nights, but faded later in 
week; $15,000, 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200: 35-80) - 
“Navy Blues” (M-G). Held up well | 
ill week; vaude good; $17,900 good. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-55)— 
“Awful Truth” (Pathe). Came 
through pretty well with $10,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-60)— 
“Scrictly Modern” (FN), Split $9,- | 
900 with good vaude, 

Orpheum (by ¢ (] 0: $f) 
Painted Face (Tift) \r $4,000 | 
ihout averag | 

Roxy (Ind) (600 0) Verdun’ | 
(British) Hiouse has } ij in gvod 
el f among Oid Cr S; 
$5 Hoo usual here. | 


'for comedies 


Chicago, March 11. 
he Chicago came back strong 


last week, grabbing a nifty $54,000 
on what was predicted a weak box- 
office picture, “Seven Days’ Leave.” 


B. & K. was afraid of 
built a strong stage show 


the film 


and 


1round it, 


running 60 minutes, and plugging 
| the stage above the flicker, Picture 


drew nicely, getting 
trade. 
Roosevelt had 
figures last week 
was cut 
treme length of 
“Anna Christie.” 


1 play from the 


record attendance 

but the money 
because of the ex- 
the show with 
House took a hot 
the runner-up position 
in loop grosses. Oriental cuuldn’t 
do anything with “She Couldn't Say 
No,” squeezing out $32,000. Picture 
dropped off after an excellent start. 

“Love Parade” slumped $10,000 on 
its second week at McVicker's. Pic- 
ture is not clicking as per hopes. 
United Artists took it on the button 
for its lowest gross in months, earn- 


ing only $13,000, just two grand 
above its record low Picture was 
“New York Nights 

“Sergeant Grischa” dropped to 


‘ond week at the 
Woods and was yanked. Replaced 
by “Cohens and Kellys in Scotland” 
(U). House is also running travelog, 
“Up the Congo,” banking on the un- 
dressed African beauties. William 
Boyd meant much at the State-Lake 
in “Officer O’Brien,” house taking a 
nice $27,000. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix-B, & K.)—“Seven 

Days’ Leave” (Par) stage show (4,- 


400; 50-85). sest gross in months 
and a surprise; $54,000. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.)— 
“Love Parade” (Par) (1,865; 50-85), 


Dropped badly on second week; an- 
other slump and it'll go out; “Sally” 
(FN) set to replace; $29,000. 

Monroe (Fox) — “Peacock Alley” 
(Tiff) (1,120; 50-85). First Tiffany 
product to play this spot; Mae Mur- 


ray drew some of the fans back; 
$4,700. 
Oriental (Publix-B. & K.)— 


“Could’t Say No” (WB), stage show 
(3,500; 50-85). Winnie Lightner and 
Chester Morris to draw, but picture 
didn’t hold up; no names on stage; 
weak at $32,000. 

Orpheum (Warner)—‘“Tiger Rose” 
(WB) (799; 50-75). Just fair on re- 
ports and results; $7,700. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.—“Anna 
Christie” (M-G) (1,500; 50-85) Very 


big, but length of program kept 
down the turnover; $33,900 first 
week. 


State-Lake (RKO) — “Officer 
O’Brien” (Pathe) and vaude (2,700; 
50-75). Rae Samuels drew as stage 
name; picture considered oke; good 
at $27,000. 

United Artists (Publix - UA) — 
“New York Nights” (UA) (1,70¢; 50- 
85). Just $35,500 for two weeks: 
second week only $13,000, yanked; 
“Vagabond King” (Par) replaced 
Friday (7) and started big after a 
midnight preview Thursday which 
netted house $420 against paper. 


Woods (RKO) — “Sergeant Gris- 
cha” (Radio) (1,200; 50-85). Did 
$33,000 for two weeks; last week 


$11,000 and out; replaced Saturday 
by “Cohens and Kellys” (UU). 


$14,000 TOPS TORONTO, 
VALLEE’S “VAG” $12,800 


Toronto, March 11, 
(Drawing Population 800,000) 
Weather: Cold 

In a week of strong competition 
“Hit the Deck” grabbed leadership 
for the Uptown at $14,000 with the 
help of one of best stage attractions 
in year. Dailies had mixed comment 
on film. Big screen and color, when- 
ever available, is boosting this 
house over the Tivoli which ran to 
an average $10,000 with “Son of the 
Gods” and held over. 

Pantages, in its last week before 
becoming the Imperial, jumped a 
grand at $12,000 with “Vagabond 
Lover” and no help whatever from 
the stage. 

Sound here could stand an 
hauling. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Uptown (FP)—“‘Hit the deck” 
(Radio) (3,000: 30-60). Picture not 


IVer- 


as smart as the balyhoo and stage 
show; result $14,000, with after- 
noons good; “Seven Davs Leave" 
(Par) got a swell break for a Fri- 
day opening; advertising increased 
300% on this picture, 

Loew’s Devil May Care” (M-G) 
(2,300; 30-60). Grew stronger as 
word of mouth got around; good at 
$13,500: New York wire crew here 
adjusting sound and ousti 

Pantages (FP) — “Vagabond 
sover”’ (Radio) (3,200: 20-60) No 
wow, but there have been worse; 
$12.800 fair enoug) 

Hippodrome (FP) — “Wedding 
tings’ (FN) Stage show good 
$12,009 

Tivoli (FP) Son of the Gods” 
(FN) Once a house builds a rep 


ind musicals maybe it 
has to give em comedies and mu- 
sicals or they won't come; $10,000, 
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Ped VARIETY E 
Sensational Boom in Amusement eT LY, “a 
Shares Halts in Short Session; 


Minor Declines From New Peaks 


By AL GREASON 


What had started as a sensa- 
tional boom in the amusement 
group of stocks—a boom of such 


scope that it stood out as the fea- 
ture of the _ entire 
halted yesterday when the 
of trading turned irregular. 

Best explanation of the immediate 
phase seemed to be that the advance 
by its speed and extent had gen- 
erated its own corrective. At that, 
recessions were of minor propor- 
tions, chiefly a drop of about 4 in 
Loew which had progressed with 
dizzy speed under downtown group 





market—was 
course | 


manipulation, with the promoters 
working in the open on the maneu- 
ver widely tipped among the rank | 
and file of speculators. 


Warner, Loew, Off 

Warner slipped from its new top 
of 73 to 71, but nowhere did the 
irregularity seem to bear evidence 
of anything like the end of the 
group movement. As against the 
declines cited new favorites were 
brought forward. Consolidated Film 
Industries on big turnover finished 
the short session (market closed at 
12:30 as a mark of respect to the 
late Chief Justice Taft) with a gain 
of 1% after marking up a new top 
for the year of 27%, within a frac- 
tion of its top of last year’s boom. 
Concern had just published a fa- 
vorable income statement. 

Another new bull drive appeared 
simultaneously in both the Pathe 
stocks and in Shubert, the latter 
going to 18, or more than double its 
low point of a few months ago. 
Effort was made to find a connec- 
tion in the parallel forward march 
of these two issues, but nothing was 
to be learned either in the trade or 
in the financial district of new de- 
velopments. Talk of a new associa- 
tion had been put up to officials of 
both concerns, and met with denials. 
Picture business, however, has a 
feeling that something may be 
working in the background. 

RKO gave way slightly after 
touching the new top of 38% for the 
common, but there were signs in 
other directions that the operation 
here is still active and the march 
has still some distance to go. Even 
with the rest of the market easing, 
Keith-Orpheum preferred held all 
its big gain, while Orpheum pre- 
ferred in relatively heavy dealings 
for that inactive stock added a point 
to the 8 it had picked up in the 
week. Both senior stocks are con- 
vertible into RKO. Goal of the 
clique in RKO is said to be 50, al- 
though this is guesswork. 

The convertible issues in the bond 
division also gave a good appear- 
ance, with the Warner bonds on the 
Curb gaining another point and both 
the Shubert and Pathe interest obli- 
gations scoring progress. 

Monday’s Boom 


Signal came sharply Monday that 
the period of accumulation had 
reached the climax of its current 
phase and the entire amusement 
group had broken loose from an un- 
certain market headed upward, If 
anything were needed to make the 
fact certain it appeared in the fig- 
ures for the day when the leaders 
topped even their best of last week, 
turnover for the main amusement 
stocks on the Exchange was but a 
trifle under the 500,000 mark and 
the aggregate gain for the session 
on 10 theatre stocks amounted to 
about 23 points. This new gain 
came on top of substantial advances 
during last week and carried many 
of the amusement pivotal issues not 
only to new tops for 1930, but in 
several cases past their best for 
the boom of 1929. 

Warner Bros., churning about in 
blocks, got to 73 and held near that 
level, more than 8 points above its 
top for the climax of the Coolidge 
bull market last September. Loew 
Was even more sensational. At 83%, 
its Monday top, it was within less 
than a point of the pinnacle reached 
when Fox was buying it with a free 
hand and reaching for stock. 

Most spectacular of all was the 
performance of R-K-O, making the 
record turnover of 162,000 shares in 
a single session and moving up net 
3 points to 38 where it closed Mon- 
day. Drive here was coincident 
with the publication of the com- 
pany’s balance sheet for the first 
year of operation under the new 
management, showing 1930 earnings 
so far at a high rate and plenty of 


st * 














+ . 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Leading Amusements 
Net || 
High Low Last Che. | 
17,400 Con. Film 27% 25 265% +1% 
16,400 do pref. 28% 27 27% + % 
11,800 Fox A.... 35% 34% 35%+ % 
5,600 Gen. Thr. 44% 43 43% — % 
700 K-O pr...118 117% 118 
12,200 Loew .... 82% 78% 78% —3% 
16,600 Par ...+. 72 70% 70% — % 
20,100 Pathe ; = 5% S% + % 
8,400 Pathe A.. 12% 11% 11%+ % 
70,900 RKO ,.... 38% 36% 274%— % 
4,900 Shub .... 18 17% 175% + 5, 
56,400 War. B... 72% 70% 71 —l1% 
Bonds 
$175.000 War. B...110% 109% 110% + % 
12,000 Keith ... 91 89% 91 +4 
21,000 Pathe ... 54 52%. 53 +1 
30,000 Shub .... 50% 48} 50% +1 
Curb 
5,400 Fox ie° ee s 8%+ % 
12,600 Gold-S .. 45% 44% 44% Me 
Fox script on Produce Exchange $1,- 
100 at 88, up 4. 
bullish propaganda circulating 


about on the company’s future. There 
was also in the background, as 
there has been since November, cer- 
tain possibilities, however remote, 
in connection with the part R-K-O 
and American Tel. & Tel. may play 
in the ultimate settlement of the 
Fox affair. 

Fox Hangs Back 


R-K-O officials have several times 
denied any intent in this direction, 
but the trading community receives 
such denials, however sincere, with 
its tongue in its cheek. Fox itself 
is the center of a legal and finan- 
cial maze, facing expensive refinanc 
ing on one hand or a receivership 
on the other, but it appears to have 
reached a basis of some sort of 
valuation at which its future is dis- 
counted. Monday it was right along 
with the other fast movers in vol- 
ume although laggard in the ad- 
vance at 35%. 

Sensational stories are in circula- 
tion as to Warner Bros.’ future. It 
does not appear possible to identify 
any definite pool at work behind 
the movement, but rather the oper- 
ation of a@ consensus of plungers 
who see a brilliant future in earn- 
ings, based on such data as has 
become public property within the 
last few weeks. The stock has 
pushed up through successive highs 
and seems able to absorb profit tak- 
ing and the inevitable short selling 
without even slackening the pace of 
its climb. 

There are shrewd traders down- 
town and in Times Square who 
think Warner is destined to be the 
outstanding issue in the spring ad- 
vance, performing feats matching 
General Motors when it was under 
big shot manipulation more than a 
year ago. One prediction that may 
be as good as another is 100 by 
August. For the present the chart 
analysis is that it should go to 
arouiid 75 before it meets the usual 
technical setback, giving way from 
there probably to around 66 before 
the advance is resumed. 

Goldman- Sachs Option 

Goldman-Sachs at Monday’s best 
of 46144 was up more than 7 points 
from last week’s low and was turn- 
ing over in big blocks. One ex- 
planation that found credence in 
Times Square was that Goldman- 
Sachs had closed its option on War- 
ner Bros., purchased a long time ago 
and giving the Trading Co. the 
privilege of taking over a lot of 
Warner at 23. Such a turn would 
give the Goldman-Sachs investment 
people a handsome profit. Good re- 
ports have been circulated of its 
other: holdings such as Shenandoah 
and Blue Ridge. Anyhow this long 
neglected issue came into promi- 
nence and practically monopolized 
interest in Curb trading. 

There seems to be no doubt but 
that a poal is at work behind Loew. 
For more than a week it has been 


the most actively tipped of the 
amusements, with brokers making 
no bones about knowledge of an 


operation. 

Paramount has taken a modest 
part in the recent upturn. The story 
about is that its sponsors would like 
to see it quiet and steady instead 
of getting into the fast moving com- 
pany that would attract a weak fol- 
lowing which would subject it to 
violent fluctuations. The clique is 
supposed to be biding its time and 
satisfied to stay for the long pull. 

Public Coming In 

Last week's increase in the 
brokers’ loan total of $94,000,000 was 
the tipoff that the public is gradu- 
ally becoming bolder in its partici- 
pation and it apparently was the 
publicat?fon of the figures that gave 
many pools their hunch that the 
time was ripe for a spring demon- 





stration. Certainly there was not 
much in the trade news to inspire 
a big market boom. 

First quarter earnings will be 
along presently and they are pretty 
sure to make gloomy reading. Earn- 








The Convivial Inebriate 
“The Jolly Drunk” 
Now appearing in Jack Parting- 


ton’s “River Blues.” 
This week (March 7), Stanley, 
Jersey City. 
Direction: Wm. Morris 








ENGINEERS STILL CHASE 
ARC LIGHTING NOISES 


Hollywood, March 11. 


Work of writing prescriptions for 
noisy ares has been started by O. 
K. Buck and E. G. Alberts, of the 
Department of Water and Power 
(City of L. A.) in co-operation with 
L. E. Clark, of the Academy. 

Arcs tests at Tec-Art and Radio 
were the first of a series taking the 
engineers through 14 coast studios. 
Special apparatus has been de- 
signed so generators can be tested 
without interfering with production 
activities. Facilities for listening 
to are lights and similar to the 





equipment used in investigating 
camera noises. 
Preliminary survey by L. E. 


Clark, named to represent the pro- 
ducers-technicians committee, re- 
vealed how important a part car- 
bon arcs play in contemporary set 
lighting. Fox is the only studio 
using 90 per cent. are lighting. Six 
studios use 25 to 50 per cent. arcs, 
seven others have 6 to 10 per cent. 
arcs while Warners and First na- 
tional use none at all. 

Three types of filters are being 
used to keep generator hum out of 
the microphone. Majority of the 
studios place individual choke coils 
on each lamp. Pathe, Tec-Art and 
educational are using chokes which 
handle groups of lamps. Metro- 
politan and Fox are experimenting 
with the removal of commutator 
ripple at the generator. 

Municipal power engineers have 
been working on this basic form of 
silencing at the studio, but are 
dropping this work temporarily to 
conduct the tests for the Academy 
and prescribe immediate remedies 
for carbon light noise. 


‘VAGABOND’ AT $1 GETS 
N. 0. HIGH, $27,000 


New Orleans, March 1k 
(Draw Pop., 500,000) 
Weather—lIdeal 

Mardi Gras helped all of the local 
houses last week and incidentally 
aided the Saenger to smash all rec- 
ords for the past year with “Vaga- 
bond King,” at an admission ad- 
vanced to $1. The feature went 
past $27,000. 

Loew's state grossed over 19,000 
with “The Sky Hawk” which meant 
a handsome profit. 

Orpheum got over $10,000 with 
“The Grand Parade.” Picture was 
helped to its showing by the visitors 
in town. 

Corinne Griffith and “Lilies of the 
Field” proved an excellent draw for 
the Strand, which did over $6,000. 
Tudor had “Party Girl’ and $4,700, 
a nice showing for the small house. 


“DEVIL” LIGHT 


Gross, $3,500, Off in Small Town, 
Tacoma, Last Week 








Tacoma, March 11. 
(Drawing Population, 125,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Rialto stepped forward with “Devil 
May Care,” last week. Pantages 
also gathered kale on “The Green 
Goddess.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Pantages (RKO) (1,500; 25-60)— 
“No, No, Nanette” (FN). Good at 
$8,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 


50-60)—“Green Goddess”’ CWB). 
Arliss liked; $4,700. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50)— 
“Davil May Care” (M-G). $3,500; 
off. 


Colonial (Fox) (850; 25)—“Burn- 








(Continued on page 25) 


ing Up” (Par). Richard Arlen 
billed; fair at $2,000. 

Pat O'Malley “The Fall Guy” 
Radio. 





national 


News of the Dailies page and 





upon arrival Saturday, considerable of that Bulletin’s matter of 
interest is rewritten into the News of the Dailies below. 
Accordingly this department has been detached from the usual 


Department, where it will continue weekly. 


placed instead in this Picture 


ae 








Mabel Normand left her entire es- 
tate to her mother, Mrs. Mary Nor- 
mand, according to the terms of the 
will when opened. 

Sam Goldwyn bringing Busby 
Berkeley here from New York to 
stage the dance numbers in “Whoo- 
pee. 


Joyce & Selznick behind a new 
studio casting directory to be pub- 
lished under the name of “General 
Casting.” 


Harry Levitt of Levitt-Cine Co., 
and Dwain Esper to produce com- 
mercial talkers. 

Bed Bard, pictures, pleaded guilty 
to failing to pay a proper income 
tax and was given 90 days to pay a 
fine of $250. Sam Taylor, director, 
pleaded guilty to a similar offense 
and ‘paid a fine of $400. 


Emory Johnson, former director, 
acquitted on charges of failing to 
provide for his wife and three chil- 
dren when it was proven he had 
contributed $76 a month for their 
support. 





Tiffany will make German, French 
and Spanish versions of “Journey’s 
End” in Europe. 

Douglas Fairbanks’ next picture 
will be based on the activities of 
Murietta, California bandit. Lupe 
de Tovar for femme lead. 

Ann Harding is collaborating with 
Rollo Lloyd on the adaptation of 
“Jane Eyre,” her next for Pathe. 

Universal secured screen rights to 
“East Is West.” Picture is to cost 
around $500,000. 














Pauline Wagner, pictures, brought 
suit against the Yacht and Motor 
Sales Corp. for $1,500, charging 
they moored her boat in an unsafe 
place and it sank as a result. 


Ernest Westmore, makeup artist, 
ordered to pay $125 a month ali- 
mony to his first wife, Mrs. Vera 
Westmore, and $50 monthly on back 
payments due. A $600 damage suit 
was filed at the same time by Joe 
Mingo, photographer, for breaking 
his camera at the wedding of West- 
more to Ethelyn Claire. 


The case of Dallas Van Cleve, pic- 
tures, accused of burglary, was dis- 
missed after two juries disagreed. 


John Francis Dillon, director, paid 
a fine of $200 for making alleged 
false income tax returns. Warner 
Oland paid the same amount for the 
same offense. 


Tom Mix paid the government 
$174,420 in deficiency tax and pen- 
alties after pleading guilty to fail- 
ure to pay a proper income tax, for 
which he was fined an additional 
$3,000 in Federal Court. 


Yvonne D’Arcy, pictures, who lost 
a $200,000 attachment suit against 
Granville Sully, faces deportation 
to France for overstaying her six- 
month permit. : 


Trial of the divorce suit of Ruth 
Santell against Al Santell, directer, 
was continued until April 1, when 
the court was informed the director 
was on location in Utah. 


An active movement is on in all 
major studios to retain permanent 
musicians on a guarantee basis, 
with the musicians on call to work 
at any time. 


No more air tie-ups for Fox West 
Coast theatre premieres. Circuit 
will buy its own time for broad- 
casting in the future. 
grade and high 

wired for sound 
None wired so far. 





Los Angeles 
schools are being 
pictures. 


Gene Buck, J. C. Rosenthal, 
Nathan Burkan and George Max- 
well, of American Society, coming 
out here for meeting with Holly- 
wood writers. 


Columbia will release the Buck 
Jones series which Sol Lesser is to 
produce. “Tennessee’s Pardner” is 
the first. 


Frank Easton, known on the New 
York stage as Frank Beaston, is 
out of the Fox “Follies of 1930” 
after one week. 


C. Gardner Sullivan accepted a 


settlement of his contract as 
scenario head of Universal. Del 
Andrews, supervising editor on the 


lot, is also off the payroll, having 


resigned. Four writers have been 
given two to four weeks’ lay-off. 


Richard Talmadge will produce a 
series of six adventure talkers, 
starting on April 1. 


Henry Henigson, for three years 
general Tiniversal. is 
now general business manager for 
Inspiration Pictures. 


“Hell's Angels” will finally reach 
the screen here early in May, suce 
ceeding “The Rogue Song” at the 
Chinese. 

Irving Thalberg intends leaving 
around May 1 for a three months’ 
trip to Europe. 





Universal and M-G-M claim the 
right to produce a talking version 
of “East Is West.” The matter has 
been turned over to the attorneys 
of both companies to work out an 
adjustment. 


Gloria Swanson’s “What a 
Widow!” was shot in three days as 
a dress rehearsal. Plan, first time 
used in pictures, was to enable 
Producer Joseph Kennedy to find 
out what he had in the film, 
Changes in dialog and action were 
made and then shooting began on 
actual production. 


Actors’ complaint committee of 
the Academy at a meeting disape 
proved of the plan suggested for 
players to rehearse for a picture 
at a period prior to beginning pro- 
duction, unless paid for the time 
intervening. 


Louis Cohen, general manager of 
Universal Theatres, is here to cone 
fer with Carl Laemmle on the lease 
ing of his company’s theatres in 
Washington and Oregon and for de- 
cisions on New York houses for 
future extended runs. 


Alexander Pantages’ plea for re- 
lease on bail, pending outcome of 
his appeal from the verdict which 
found him guilty of attacking 
Eunice Pringle was denied in a de- 
cision handed down by Division 
One of the State Appellate Court. 


Mae Murray filed suit against 
Tiffany Production, asking for 
$1,750,000 damages on charges that 
her professional reputation was ine 
jured by the way “Peacock Alley” 
was produced, and for the failure of 
the company to exercise its option 
on her services. 


Due to a shortage of original 
screen material, producers are con- 
sidering a plan to compensate 
writers on a royalty basis similar 
to that practiced by producers of 
stage plays. This, it is believed, 
would give the higher calibre 
writers an incentive to give their 
best, and ultimately reduce the risk 
of producing flops from the pens 
of hack writers. 





Paul Nelson, graduate of Beaux 
Arts, brought here to “art direct” 
“What a Widow.” 


Radio’s “Radio Revels,” costing 
$750,000, changed to “The Cuckoos.” 
New title deemed more b.o. 


Dorothy Janis, screen, will marry 
Wayne King, band leader at the 
Aragon ballroom, Chicago. 


Fox’s all-English revue, with 
Beatrice Lillie and George Gros- 
smith, will be called “Are You 
There?” 


Moran and Mack's second for Par 
will be titled “Anybody’s War” in- 
stead of “Two Black Crows in the 
sm 2. 


Arthur Richman, playwright, out 
here for M-G-M. 


Del Lord with Warners to direct 
one-reel comedies. 

Earle Kenton, director, quit Col, 
and is free-lancing. 


Some studios getting rid of stock 
companies. Long lists of contract 
players found impractical, with 
producers figuring it cheaper to en- 
gage talent as required. As many 
as 75% of contracted players are 
idie for weeks at a time in the 
major studios, it is claimed. 


Following contract players let out 
at Warners: Pauline Frederick, 
Myrna Loy, Monte Blue, Betty 
Compson, Louise Fazenda, Patsy 
Ruth Miller and Mary Byron. At 
F. N. those released are Jack Mul- 
hall, Dorothy Mackaill and Corinne 





Griffith. More trimmings due. 
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~ NO SHORT SUBJECT HAS OCCASIONED MORE 
COMMERT IN MANY A DAY?°?—Ex. Daily Review. 


BeMASTER 
PEI 
CONKLIN 


UST another demonstration of Vita- 
phone Varieties leadership in short 
length features. 






















“No short subject has occasioned more 
comment in many a day. Clever satire, 
splendidly played. Type of short sub- 
ject which illustrates the possibilities 
and the values in the briefer length pic- 
tures. It has cleverness, brains and is 
tremendously amusing.” 

—Ex. Daily Review 


“Gets the laughs.” —Zits 
“Droll and amusing. Distinctly different 


and will find an easy welcome. Outstand- 
ing satire.” — Variety 











Another 
sensational 
subject 


that you can bill like a 
feature. 


ANN 
PENNINGTON 


oA “HELLO 
BABY” 


Pack your house with 
this deluxe two-reel 
musical comedy. 


“GECHNICOLOR 


























“Vitaphone” is the registered trade-mark of The Vitaphone Corporation designating its products 
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Presenting THREE MOR 


WARNER BROS. present 


UNDER 
A TEXAS 
MOON 


attraction for Warner. Bros. 
Winter Garden «chang e of policy 





















“The SECOND 
FLOO 
MYSTERY” 


featuring 








Hollywood's Most Romantic Couple 
GRANT WITHERS ; LORETTA YOUNG 


and a great cast including H. B. Warner, Claire McDo- —- 
well, Sydney Bracy, Crauford Kent. A new kind of baff- 
ling mystery story from the famous novel “The Agony 


Column” by Earl Derr Biggers. Screen dialogue by 
Joseph Jackson. Directed by Roy Del Ruth. 


Hold Everything eer 
for 
“HOLD EVERYTHING’ 


with 
WINNIE LIGHTNER - JOE E. BROWN 
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SENSATIONAL MONEY- MAKERS! 


will be hailed as one of the season’s 
greatest pictures. It’s a fascinating tale 
of a gay two-gun Lothario who makes 
the famous heart wreckers of history 
look like boy scouts. A glamorous sing- 
ing, talking Technicolor production with 


FRANK FAY, RAQUEL TORRES, 
MYRNA LOY, NOAH BERRY, 
| FRED KOHLER, ARMIDA, TULLY MARSHALL. 


| And hundreds of ravishing senoritas. 
Adapted by Gordon Rigby from the 
story by Stewart Edward White. 
Directed by Michael Curtiz. 
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“THOSE 
WHO DANCE” 


TIMELY—VIVID — GRIPPING 
with 


MONTE BLUE 


LILA LEE * BETTY COMPSON + WILLIAM 
BOYD + DEWITT JENNINGS + WILLIAM 
JANNEY + WILFRED LUCAS 
6 





Fearless guardians of the law fighting fire with fire—match- 
ing wits and nerve with a desperate band of racketeers. 
A daring expose of an amazing phase of underworld life. 
From the famous story by George Kibbe Turner. Adapted 
by Joseph Jackson. Directed by William Beaudine. 


"Coming! 


AL JOLSON 
.“MAMMY” 


A Box-office Combination that can’t be beat. 





“Vitaphone” is the registered trade-mark of The 
aes Vitaphone Corporation designating its products 
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Loew's Installing Colorama in 


De Luxe Houses for Stage Effects .:. sss so. 





e--) 





. | 
Loew’s is planning to install | 
Colorama equipment in all its de- 
uxe houses for use in units. Where 
adaptable it will place the 
equipment instead of spots for in- 
terior decoration and effects. 
Details are being worked out by 
production department to 
unique iighting 


Splurge for Execs 


ever 


Chicago. March ll. 

As a big splurge for the con 
vention of Publix and Para- 
mount execs, the Chicago 


the Loew : : 
theatre, ace B. & K. house 


ise the process in 


} unit a a follow-up t added 16 men to the regular 
unother ini as rile . to . “ag hh a 
: ‘ . 9it orchestra of 32 for this 
Color Rhythm,” at the Capitol, New P 
York, last week. In that stage show week only. 
aye ‘ Bea cie House also transferred its 


Loew's demonstrated what could be 


ti t& 


scheduled Publix unit te the 


‘ > ri slectricity. Bi scenic | . 

s ee we ey money Oriental, using a local produc- 
> CTS , » ore “1 ° s ~, Ps _ - 
Ve ee a : . tion with Frankie Masters, tak- 
spent, and stress laid entirely on 


en from the Tivoli as m. c. 





Colorama and what it can do with 








lights, are planned for the follow- 
up show. 


BOSTON DAILY’S TIEUP 


Arthur Knorr, who put together 
“Color Rhythm” is working on the 
show, title of which will in some 


vay denote scenic and lighting such 
is possible “Lights and Shadows.” 
When that unit opens the big push First large scale proposition fo 
will be put behind Colorama to|an advertising tie-up with 
exploit it as a new lighting medium, | through Publix theatres is from the 
it is understood. Boston “Globe. 
Loew’s has the Colorama effect | of Publix houses in New England 
exclusively. According to reports,|45 part of a regional plan for nation 
has been some difficulty in| 4l advertisers. “Globe” 
arranging satisfactory terms with | use the theatre plugs to bolster and 
the National Lamp Works, sub-| strengthen its own agate 
sidiary of General Electric, in con- | campaigning. 
trol of the process, but only minor Plan as outlined calls for the 
details have to be settled. ~ “Globe to guarantee 20 one- 
Present intention is not to use|} @dvertising subjects at 10,000 each 
Colorama in units every week fol- | With Publix to deliver 1,005 show- 
lowing opening of the next, al-|ings in 85 New England theatres 
though later on, perhaps next sea-| Within six weeks of each subject's 
son, this may be done. Meantime | release date. 
Coloramized units go out every 3oston “Globe” is, now 
month or six weeks. House electri- | 2fter special accounts. 
cians over the deluxe circuit will be | to sell its paper plus the Publix 
able to work the shows, it is said, tie-up as capable of giving complete 
avoiding for Loew's the necessity | Coverage for New England to na- 
of engaging special men. tional advertisers. 
During the week’s showing of Subjects will be 
“Color Rhythm” at the Capitol, trade mark plugs. 
representatives of many chains and —— 
other interests, looked it over. 


UPSTATE EXHIBS 


and 


there 


° - 
lineage 


going 


thinly 


“Jail Break” Decision 


Universal City, March 11. 





the prior right to use the title 


“Jail Break,” 


changing to “Numbered Men,” when 
complained, 
“Command to Love,’ with pos- 


It contemplates use | 


figures to] 


jothers; Leight company built sev- 
a jeral, and among the more promi- 

reei } 

jnent 





Its idea is 


veiled | 


| still 
settled his long drawn out tax fight 

! 

i with the 


Hays’ office has given Universal | yyoore's 


| $158,800 
over First National. | 
Latter company dropped its title, 


Schildkraut in 


sibility of Joseph 
the lead, will also be an early 
starter at the same studio. 


. 7 > J h 
Christies’ Full Lengths 
Hollywood, March 11. 
With no release set yet for their 


Wednesday, March 12, 1930 


Publix Unit Ad justment With 
Stage Unions Over Policy Change 


— 











Christie have a number of feature 
lengths in sight. | 
| “Charley’s Aunt,” announced for | 
la remake, will be the first. 

The feature lengths produced by 
the brothers last year numbered but 
two. 


| 


THIRD THEATRE 


| op | 


BONDING CO. 
FLOP IN CHL. 


Chicago, March 11. 


ON BIG SCALE American Bond and Mortgage Co. | 
FOR ADS has rone into the hands of ro- 
rer: 


ivers, This is the third crash | 
among prominent Chicago theatre | 


bonding houses, with Garard Trust 


Co. and Leight & Co. preceding. 
Slack bond sales forced all three | 
linto receivership. 

The three firms were prominent | 


locally in underwriting theatres, 
each having built several important 
picture Garard Trust built 
the Midwest, Drake, Lawndale and 


spots. 


underwritten by the 
American Bond and Mortgage Co. | 
were the Northcenter and State in 
Hammond. State was. recently 
wrecked by a bomb. 

Several firms were reported plac- 
ing 100% mortgages on theatres. | 


houses 








Tom Moore Settles | 
Large Tax Claim | 


Washington, March 11. 


Tom Moore, 
owner of the Rialto here, has 


former exhibitor and 


government. | 
Board of Tax Appeals ruling that 
claim of deductions of 
was okay. But it also 
ruled that on two other counts he 
owed the government $204,500, <A 
inet settlement of approximately 
| $46,000 was made, mostly involved 
in the building of the Rialto which 
he has leased to Universal. 

House is dark, having 
Thursday. 


closed 


| laboratory. 


|of Judge J. D. Thacher, who handed 


é 











In throwing out units in western 
Publix houses, adjustments are be- 
ling made from report with mu- 
| sicians under contracts pr>.mising 
| bonuses in the event of a two weeks’ 


Pat Nolan’s Day 


Ottawa, March 11. 


P. J. Nolan, proprietor of the ‘ 
; : oe 4 | notice. In Omaha it is understood 
Avalon, Rexy and Columbia | the t of lettin it tl ' 
. 18 COs 0 e ‘ng out 1e 1t men 
theatres here, batted 1,000 in . = I 
ine jer runs to $4,480 under a contract, 
one day’s local news. rs 
: =" | made 28 weeks ago, anid reading 
He purchased a new resi- - : ; 
;, , 1 : | that if Publix exercised Option to 
dence in the swell section for | t ks’ . 
igive two weeks’ notice, each mar 
a home, was formally wel- B t ‘ $10 t ’ t apn 
é > - was to ge ! onu: cr eacl 
comed into the Kiwanis Club B e oer . . 


| week he had played. This will have 











and was the victim of a rob- | a : : : ae 
> ; 1 ar 
bery when thrée Ross lenses | to be ¢ one — other cities, too, ac- 
e . cordi nside inf ation in the 
were stolen from his auto. 0 ng to i ide iInlormation in tne 
east. 
Some trouble is also anticipated 


from stage hands, who also received 
a two weeks’ notice in the seven 
cities cutting stage shows, but in 


New Developer Gives 12 


oe - 
Strips Simultaneous Bath | what spots squawks are expected 
|} are not revealed. Wherever possible 
. ’ Publix has tried to negotiate on- 
Universal City, March 11. tracts with stage hands that made 
New film developing apparatus, | two weeks’ notice possible under 
which takes care of 12 strands of | te contract in the event of a policy 
film simultaneously, instead of one,|Ch#nge. Tossing out units is con- 


has been strued as such. 
head of 


Developing 


as formerly, 
Hunter, 


invented by 
Universal's 
machinery 


Roy 
Omaha, March 11. 


was put into operation last week Harry Goldberg, division man- 
and patents applied for. ager of the territory embracing 

Aside from developing quicker |lowa, Nebraska and a part of 
|than in the past, the virtues of the] Illinois, has resigned. He intends 
new principal is that a _ finer|to become an exhibitor himself, 


taking over the Moon, Omaha, from 
apparatus allows a much} Publix, which lately has been play- 
movement through the de- | ing This is 
veloping baths. But as 12 strips| of the group of houses acquired by 


gradation of 
as the 
slower 


development result, 


stock burlesque, one 


are going through at the same time,| Publix when it took over the 

the time saved is almost 100 per{| World Amusement interests. 

cent. One of the district managers une 
Present rate, is seven reels an/| der Goldberg in Publix, BE. R. Cume 

hour. This is faster than projec- | mings, Lee Richmond, Nate Fruden- 


feld and A. G, Stolte, is in line as 
successor, from reports. 


MIXED BILL OF 
TALKER AND 
SILENT PICS, 


tion on. the screen. 


——$$$$$____—_ his 


Judge Thacher Approved 





Washington, March 11. 
Judiciary Committee has 
reported the nomination 


Senate 
favorably 


down the arbitration and standard 
contract decision, to be Solicitor 
General of the United States. 

Judge Thacher’s nomination was 
held up until he informed the com- 
mittee he had disposed of public 
utilities stock he owned. 

It is not anticipated there will 
be any opposition on the floor of 
the Senate. 


Warners is starting an experi- 
mental policy at the Beacon, New 
York, March 21, playing together 
“Wide Open” as a first-run talking 





Lorine Stahley and Elmer Loritz, 
former operators of the Monroe, 
Rochester, N. Y., were denied a 
change of venue by the New York 
Supreme Court in the suit brought 
against the two exhibitors by the 
‘ox Film Corp., to collect $1,307 al- 
leged due on film rentals. The ex- 
hibitors through their attorney have 
asked that the action be shifted to 
Buffalo. Fox’s suit is based on 
three separate contracts for films. 

At the same time that they asked 
for a change of venue, Stahley and 
Loritz interposed an answer claim- 
ing conspiracy and interjected a 
counter claim for judgment against 
lox for $200,000. They allege Fox 
withheld films from them, along 
with other major producing com- 
panies following the refusal of 
Stahley and Loritz to obey an edict 
of the Buffalo Film Board of Trade 
against the two exhibitors in favor 
of the Pathe Exchange. 

By this alleged action on the part 
of Fox, Stahley and Lortiz allege 
they were unable to secure pictures 
for exhibition and were finally com- 

ypelled to break the lease on the 
Monroe theatre and retire from the 
business. In putting forth this de- 
fense, they cite as a basis for the 
conspiracy charges the recent 
Thatcher ruling which declared film 
arbitration under the old standard 
exhibition contract illegal. 





McCormack Openings 


“Song o’ My Heart,” the John Mc- 
Cormack picture, opens in Philadel- 
phia and Boston the latter part of 
this month. 

Fox feature is due at the Fox- 
Locust, Philadelphia, March 20, and 
at the Majestic, Boston, March 24. 
It will play both cities at a strict $2 

top night. Film opened in New York 
at the 44th Street last night (Tues- 
day). 

Further premieres are at the Chi- 
nese, Hollywood, in April, and in 
London about June 1. Both of these 





spots will also be twice daily show- An acknowledgment of 
cae Mr Pothoafel (Roxv). 





€ @ 
Le ® z 


LEON LEONIDOFF 


ROXY THEATRE 


Starting the Fourth Year as 


7 





DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTION 
Mr. S. L. Rothafel) 
pleasant affiliation for th 


(Assistant to 


a most 


picture, and “Lady Windermere’s 
Fan” as an all-silent revival. 

Latter picture will be shown to 
the accompaniment of the organ 
only. This double bill is a feeler 
to establish the public’s interest, if 
any, in the more successful of the 
old silent pictures, 

If results are deemed encouraging 
other programs of the same compo- 
sition may be booked for neighbor- 
hood houses. 


TIFFANY WONDERS WHY 
SPECIALS NOT ON B’WAY 


Los Angeles, March 11. 

Grant L. Cooke, governing head 
of Tiffany for L. A. Young, the 
Detroiter, is on his way to Florida, 
to talk over with Young, the ace 
count says, why the _ Tiffany 
specials which have appeared in 
New York at $2 do not appear sub- 
sequently in any of the Broadway 
grind run theatres. 

Three of those specials have been 
“The Lost Zeppelin,’ “The Party 
Girl” and “Troopers 3,” all showing 
at the $2 Gaiety, New York, with 
Tiffany’s current talker in the same 
house at the $2 scale, ““Mamba.” 

Cooke is reported also going into 





. 


the matter of the 2,500 indie ac- 
counts Tiffany lately accumulated 
through its deal with the Myers 
Allied State organization. Those 
indie exhibs are not returning the 
rentals for the Tiff product’ they 
should, according to the Tiffany 
group at the studios wut here. The 
contracts were entered into before 


Tiff started to turn out its present 
season's specials. sesides the low 
prices for rentals, Tiffany must 
wait a year under the indie agree- 
ments for adjustments, with any 





to be gotten out of the 


paid as per 


more money 
|exhibs after they have 
‘contract unlikely. 

Messrs. Young and Cooke may re- 
turn to New York The 
Detroit capitalist is said to be Tif- 
| 


world of 


together. 


with a 
invested in the indie 


fany’s sole backer 


e past nine years with ; money produce 


{ing concern, 
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GAYNOR 
FARRELL | 
BUTLER @ 


Together they spell 
SUNNY SIDE UP 4 
—the season's most # 

popular picture © 





e. 
















“Just keep 
strumming’ 





| te 


Jimmy Grainger says: 





‘To exhibitors who are fortunate enough to 


hold contracts for Fox Product —The 
greatest box office attraction of the year is 
coming to you in the William Fox produc- 
tion, HIGH SOCIETY BLUES, with Janet 
Gaynor, Charles Farrell, William Collier, Sr., 
Hedda Hopper, Louise Fazenda and Joyce 
Compton, directed by David Butler with 
music by James Hanley and Joseph 
McCarthy. 


“In making this statement we have in mind 
the tremendous results obtained at the box 
office on the year's two best pictures re- 
leased to date, THE COCK EYED WORLD 
and SUNNY SIDE UP. 


“To those exhibitors who are unfortunate 
enough not to have contracted for Fox 
Product, we offer our sympathy when the 
competitor plays HIGH SOCIETY BLUES.” 
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AMAL ILONSA Ly 





WititH 


JEAN HERSHOLT 
RALPH FORBES 
ELEANOR BOARDMAN 


DIRECTED By 
AL ROGELL 


Wm An ied ifieln BP 4 some ed 


TIFFANY P UCTIONS INCE 


729 SEVENTH AVE. NEW YORK city. 
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sot, . . 
a _ ot See: Best Tiffany Film P Nat tt AT GAIETY 
| cn art Ait -— yeo* ne peau er ¥ T D t Has Its ay ural Hue Tropic Be 
. sf ° AD mm el e 
: East oe aot, ae nN ee ' "le, Earn Three Stars re vg Thr. illing Story 
J. og? x od. : ' > Cas ; 
0 5 Eee Stare ° a sere N. Y. Premiere - — ; Fine—Snaps 
tbo »<o.% WEAOEO gl? Sg ele By ROSE PELSWICE. proses.” & Tiffany IRENE THIRER, -xg 
BI se oo OT I ee O™ gi y ed at the G Productio 
ret CO ok apf wen? ee 43, QAMBA,” @ Tiffany talking © Gaiety theatre, " ‘tected by al R 
wn Coe, SE oe ons” 2° | IVE picture, photographed en- ogell and 
A Dee arr Oe gists OG ; tirely in Technicolor, opened at “Mamie * 
gad - po the Gaiety Theatre, last evening, thrilling pictor, Ve™, at the Gai 
eee gas ut it i Pictorial treatise ° aiety theatre not . 
So A it Studion,” the most sparkling past Africa during wort a colorta 
. RK . r ar 
age” unrtr the ; ery rather gniceler glorifies scen. urned out of the Tiffany 
Exhibitors DAILY REVIEW ad "g 
“MAMBA” A HIT. 
‘ Tiffany’s all Technicolor 
drama “Mamba,” had its 


tive audience at the Galety 
Theatre. Superbly photo- 
graphed in every sequence, 
some of the scenes are mar- 
velously beautifal in their 
natural presentation. Jean 
Hersholt gives an outstand- 
ing performance in the title P 
role, and is ably sapported ; ere at a for 
by Eleanor Boar’man and g stan A jor oF 
Ralph Forbes, The diree- “Techni 

1 > 






tion Al Rogell is all that 
could be desired. “Mamba” packsTow jonial 
moves swiftly, is full of Germen 











suspense, and above all fs 
packed with essential mo- 
tion, that quality so often 
lacking In sound color pic- 
tures. Tiffany is te be con. 


gratelated on 
which is box éffice from 
every angie. 
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. tnted 
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ONE SOUR NOTE 
CAN RUIN THE SHow!: 











That’s Why Smart Exhibitors Book Paramount 


Features—AND PARAMOUNT SHORTS! 


One poor single reeler can spoil your whole show. Its bad 
flavor lasts. Audiences are critical today. Running inferior 
shorts week after week will drive them to your opposition. 


Smart showmen insure quality in the whole show by running 
Paramount Features —AND PARAMOUNT SHORTS. 


Naturally the best shorts as well as the best feature pictures 
come from the industry’s leader. Both types of product are 


made up to the same high Paramount production standard, 


If you don’t know why Paramount Quality Shorts have leaped 
way ahead of the field in bookings and popularity, play a 


couple and find out. 








PaRAMOUNT 
SOUND 
NEwS 


Keener world-wide coverage—snap- 
pier service—smarter showmanship 
—perfect sound reproduction— 


REAL NEWS! 
& 


SCREEN SONGS 


By long odds the most popular single 
reel musical short on the market. 


TALKARTOONS 


Something new and unique. Turns 
~ audiences into seas of delighted 
laughter. 


CHRISTIE 
TALKING PLAYS 


Al Christie gives you in two reels the same sure fire 
showmanship ingredients that make the big feature 





hits click. Big names, big stories, big money. 


PARAMOUNT 
SOUND ACTS 


Broadway’s biggest stars have moved to Paramount’s 








Long Island studio, a stone’s throw from the Great 





White Way. You get them in one- and two-reel gems! 





L 








Typical Big Names 


EDDIE 
CANTOR 





“Getting a Ticket.”? The 
famous Ziegfeld comedy 
star at his best. 


MR. and MRS. 
oSIMMY 
GLEASON 

& 


% 5 


*‘Don’t Believe It.”? More 
laughs than a feature. 
Christie Talking Play. 
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: FILM REVIEWS 
Wednesday, March 12, 1930 
———————S— — = a 
. “50 MILES FROM BROADWAY" 7 
Musical M tu R 
orts 21 Mins. mature Keviews 
Loew’s New York ao 
Pathe . ’ 
’ : .Pp oat a “Sergeant Grischa”—A cold 
Talker version of C. B. Maddock’s | Nendtion: sordid war atecy of 
“HOT DOG” | vaudeville turn of same title, which —— ‘as dopa poe a hee 
Comic Novelty Program Layouts jwas a standard act seven years or | 4 no-good peasant snot mh 
: Deits duie < h: 1e succeeded | final scene as a spy. No sym- 
15 Mins. |so ago, and at that time succeeded | i 
Carroll, New York See ans | Maddock’s ‘Rubenville” as_ his | pathy, no fan appeal and no 
Metro PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN pevegy-- ry mayen. Latter ga entertainment. Can he only 
. . also made into a short recently, inf exploited asa “fine production 
Laugh novelty which can stand (Tentative, March 14) canmeaithe now, - “50 Miles From | _— ; spool °% ner a se 
spotting and featuring. It's the (140 Telins.y + ener nec uekea’e ater PPR oy or “a new era in pictul 
canine short upon which Jules|] “Irish Rhapsody,” or- vet as a short talker it seems to “Be Yourself” (U. A.)—Sto 
White and Zion Myers, directing, | Chest «acces <0 seco 8 MIN bring back the life and nove i writte ) " Fanny b 
spent Sv much time. They ll like it Par Sound News ind 1 . once possessed on tne Stage It > in L t \ > 
all over Trailer cceseccccceces e 11 min. old-style musical skit plot and ast toni 
Billed as the first “barker,” script OPE as bitin 6 9090 -eooee 6 min. |i treatment revives a certain fresh- with two palookas figurir ir 
takes the dogs from a cabaret mur- Par Comedy Sho coco 9 min, ness on celluloid and should satisfy t] » incident . “- Wi re , 
der into a trial scene. Human “Tin Types,’ Unit...ccco 3: min. anywhere the new picture audi- oe een i . 
voices and dialog are synchronized “Sarah and Son”..... ~~. 69 min. ences. is fun maker w t eno 
to fit Selection of dogs, their Py. ne cooe 2 Min, Hardly any changes made in the } rt appeal majo 
costumes and voices to conform “a transfer to screen, biggest being the if houses. 
with the characters get laughs on RIVIERA, CHICAGO picture’s line of girls. Harry B. “Such Men Are Dangerous” 
the initial chirp. A sad faced (129 Mins.) |Watson is the rube laugh-getter ahh. Wtedinnwe, fer tha batter 
bloodhound as the judge, plus the|] , ee a Film, 9 min. ||here, as he was on the stage. Re- | en ‘ . = 
AG bass ~ ble ‘ h wOUTL atl WSs oe au i; OG Eile. bee >. a : ra first runs, and nut more cer- 
ae basso rumble, is the Talking Scenic....Film, 10 min. ||tween Watson and another rube op- | cin hk tak ciaehioais ol 
a=: , “Sound Effects,” Comedy posite, this short is carried along | : ' ay eee 
Patience and time cowsumed in * She rt bs ; Disk, 8 min linterestingly. Juvenile leads are | extreme implausibilities in 
: an "a nanlayr : ) Seececceces SK, . } 7 pESea Ay ¢ aus are 4 ties i ‘ 
turning out this novel two-reeler “Kibitzer” ‘Film. 76 min, ||@uite inferior to the older churne- | this Elinor Glyn version of a 
obvious. But well worth the effort. anstadier Silas 0 mi liters, and the best moments arrive German banker's airplane sui- 
: : F Comedy Short......Film, 20 min. 
It will probably lead to a series and Tratlaen * tins | when they're off. wert 
probably into a full length feature nit ce tic a 9 Sel eile : | Stronger cast generally would | “Only the Brave” (Par) 
with all species of animals involved. jhave made this a stronger short. | RS. ‘ 
The idea is already up. Amount HARDING, CHICAGO | Maddock appears to have some good | Civil war romance played and 
of footage ground out in trying to (144 Mins.) italker material in his back Seen. | handled favorably and making 
catch certain expressions must have Combination News..Film, 12 min. Further production could be en- | the grade for combination 
been enormous. Voice synchroniza- Comedy Short..... Disk, 10 min. hanced by smarter casting. Bige week stands Gary Cooper 
tion coincides as the dogs either Organ Solo...cececsecees 9 Min. caltcaeitlemangiil | starred, Mary Brian featured. 
silently bark or chew. “Condemned” .....Film, 87 min. “Lord Byron of Broadway” 
A strong short which caught|] Comedy Short..... Film, 20 min. || “LAND OF LEE” (First name, (o0-t3.0).:. Sactieteee < eaters 
many laughs from a light matinee ea TNOe eas 6s dc bes c068 - 6 min. “Under Southern Skies’) St ae eM, 
audience and will draw salvos in cenaiiiiaia Travelog writer stuff refreshingly treat- 
the program houses. Sid. TOWER. CHICAGO 10 Mins. ; ed, with good songs to help 
(135. Mins.) Essaness Pershing, Chicago at box office. Cast lacks screen 
“ ” : , . “ ee Castle Films prominence, but entertain- 
HOT BRIDGE Combination News..Film, 12 min. (Advertising Short) ment value of talker makes 
Comedy Sketch Song Sketch......Film, 12 min. 7 , f that. SI ld d icel 
7 Mins. ORE BOLO. 2cccccceesias . 2 mE This synchronized ag pro- up re iat. Should do nicely 
Globe, New York “Kibitzer” ........Film, 76 min. duced by Eugene Castle Films and anywhere as peculiarly suscep- 
Radio Comedy Short..... Film, 20 min. Sema by Security, Chicago. All aa Fi ee eae be 
‘i hi ’ UMIOOEM 4.55900-08n08 sb 0 «« 6 min, Ade F ee ‘Cohens an ellys in Scot- 
Indifferent ner’ oo ss. Picture is a distinct plug for the land” (U). Laugh picture for 
mean anything. Supposed comedy Illinois Central Railroad, though not Se 7 
dialog can’t hold it up. What laughs SENATE, CHICAGO distinctly so. On the surface it ap- non-de luxe plac es and main- 
come from pantomime gag material (144 Mins.; 17-20) pears to be a mere scenic trip taining average struck by 
and none of it new. A filler at Combination News..Film, 12 min. through the South. Inspection previous “Cohen and Kelly 
best and a screen wait for major|| Gomedy Short..... Disk, 10 min. || Shows that the route lies exactly be- releases. Can follow preceding 
houses. : Orman BOC dc. sccacicscce 9 min. side the I. C. line, running from Chi trio and should repeat their 
,, Theory is the hen-pecked husband || «pishop Murder Case” to New Orleans and back. Can be commercial records. Charlie 
<a nae ong —— pi tne Film, 87 min. || classed only as commercial propa- Murray and George Sidney 
stance of the servants. atter ‘ 1” : rq ‘ . — . . : 
sistance ; in. oe d Comedy Short.....Film, 20 min, ganda. ” starred, Vera Gordon featured. 
phone back to say they've frame Trai i Opens with a plug for the south- 

; TrailerS weecceceeseeeee 6 min. I plug “China Express” (Sovkino) 
with a ge to a up me bridge suipmnies land as a place of beauty and recre- Reyer aire pre Fone me 
game, so when the firemen show up ation. «“ s ts h “ip,” —! nis time of world-wide 
neither the husband nor the wife NORSHORE, CHICAGO ae Sadia caeatina’ dete activity of Reds this produc- 
believe it, as the wife has listened 144 Mins.; 17-20) Shots of Michigan Boulevard; then tion, while taut with suspense, 
in on the maid's tip-off. Combination News..Film, 12 min. || the station, conductor. Then the is fraught with ism to the 

Neither cast nor director, Mark || Talking Scenic.....Film, 10 min. two scenes for the I. C.; view of the : ~ “ine wn 
a di , : J > : point where it might easily 
Sandrich, has done anything dis- Organ Sold..ccccccccsoe 9 min. engine No. 2443, then the tail sign, incite riots ia ignorant neigh- 
tinctive, the idea being a distant || «pishop Murder Case” reading Illinois Central, Panama aii i k? : 
relation to the fire sketch in the Film, 87 min. Limited. Pass through towns; 20rnoods. may pack em in 
late “Little Show. Comedy Short.....Film, 20 min, |} Memphis, Hot Springs, Vicksburg, in those neighborhoods, but—. 
Got little or no response in this Weatiere ..ccccceccececee © Mit Jackson, Natchez and New Orleans. “Lucky Larkin” (U). Western 


house, incidentally a theatre which 
ts handicapping its talkers by con- 
versation from standees. Ushers 
make as much noise as anyone else 
and if they don’t put up a glass par- 
tition behind the rear seats and 
doors on the aisles, the last 10 rows 
fm the house are an annoyance when 
the theatre is doing business. Sid. 





“16 SWEETIES” 

Revue 

21 Mins. 

Colony, New York 
Pathe 

Revue short with talent of the 
@ort usually found in vaudeville 
flash acts. Pieced together nicely 
by an m. c. and three comedy as- 
sistants. Should satisfy as a musi- 
cal comedy-girlie brief for any- 
where, especially neighborhdéods. 

Comics swing at all the old ones 
and bat around .250, fair enough. 
Girls are in two routines, back- 
grounded by the Eddie Elkins or- 
chestra and led by Thelma White, 
blonde soubret and tapper. Vocal 
solo by apparently a band member 
is the one false note, ani if not 
running into an ensemble number 
could be cut altogether. Chorus. of 
16 gives short its title. 

Routined in stage fashion, with a 
traveler drawn in front of the full 
stage band set and the m. c. step- 
ping through the center between 
numbers. Bige. 


—_—_ 


“DESERT SUNK” 
Comedy Cartoon 

Mins. 

Globe, New York 
Columbia 

Winkler animated drawing rating 
as just fair. For the small houses 
or as a chaser. 

Laid out along now familiar lines. 
Actions synchronized to the mel- 
odies. Usual abduction and rescue 
of the mouse heroine. 

A few of the antics got snickers 
here but not enough to give this one 
important rating. 


Sid. 





“DOWN WITH HUSBANDS” 
Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Rialto, New York 
Par-Christie 
Stereotyped slapstick stuff, ag- 
gressive wives and hubbies forming 
a protective league. Action closest 
to the ground, although all is ele- 
mentary, does get the laughs. Judg- 
ing from the audience reaction in 
the Rialto it is a fair comedy. 
Johnny Arthur, as a newlywed, 
and Bert Roach, an old hand, figure 
in the rebuttal by finally getting an 
agency for women to supply strike 
breakers. Then the incident ends 
gust as it had no cause to begin. 
Waly. 


UNITED ARTISTS, CHICAGO 
(135 Mins., March 8) 


OVOFtUSS <ciccscsisesccceces MIN. 
News-Trailers, Sound 
Film. 7 min. 


“Sportlight,” Sound Film, 10 min. 
“Vagabond King”..Film, 104 min, 
Eddie Cantor......Short, 10 min, 














“THE SUITOR” 
With Marc Connelly 
Comedy 
8 Mins. 
Stanley, New York 
RCA Photophone 

Ordinary piece of chatter made 
worthwhiie as a filler by the acting 
of Mare Connelly. Recording is 
okay, but the photography lacks 
shading. Background is uniformly 
dark with the only light seemingly 
reflected by the faces and the 
clothes of the cast. Despite this, 
however, this short is sufficiently 
substantial of well timed titters to 
rate booking. 

Story is a stock item. It’s about 
a meek lover, who, in the act of 
proposing to the light of his heart 
is regularly interrupted by unsus- 
pecting friends. In so far as the 
dialog is concerned the repartee is 
quite ordinary, But it is brought 
out in such a manner as to hold 


Interest and impel sympathetic 
laughter, 
In considering this angle, the 


short is indicative of an impression 
left from seeing it that good acting 
can make a simple thing attractive. 





“OLD VAMPS FOR NEW” 
Comedy 
22 Mins. 
Loew’s New York. 
Radio 

One of Larry Darmour produc- 
tions. Okay for filler spot. Laughs 
are standard, but the main fault 
with his two-reeler is that it has 
no punch, 

Family apple gets pinched for joy 
riding. The judge blames the kid's 
parents for the embarrassment of 
the youngster and names the sap- 
ling’s dad as official guardian of the 
boy. 

Unknown to everybody 
sapling is on the crush 
with the judge’s daughter. The two 
kids decide on a night out in a 
cabaret. Sapling’s father being 
court custodian of his person, he 
ambles along as a pal. When the 
boy’s father gets mixed up in the 
cafe with a tough guy’s girl every- 
body lands in court again, including 
the judge’s daughter, 

Upshot is everybody goes free ex- 


else the 
and loose 


cept the young sap’s old man who}! 


gets 30 days for neglect of his duty 
as guardian, 


All done excellently, showing blacks 
and whites, but everybody happy. 

In New Orleans, Mardi Gras, 
Canal street and the French quar- 
ter, then over to Cuba, Havana, 
Panama and the Canal. To Miami, 
up the Florida coast to Birmingham, 
Biloxi and Gulfport. 

Much time is spent in scenes of 
recreation at Gulfport, the spot 
where the I. C. owns and operates 
the leading hotel. 

Views of golf, swimming, horse- 
back riding, yachting, fishing, etc. 
Everything done in an alluring way. 
Finally Pass Christian and a fade- 
out on the sea. 


“THE REAL McCOY” 
With Charley Chase 


Comedy 
19 Mins. 
‘Lincoln Sq., N. Y. 
Metro 
Good comedy with legitimate 
laughs. Situations have continuity 


and actors do a sincere attempt at 
dramatics. From these angles this 
short is a novelty. Thelma Todd 
and Tom Kennedy assist Chase in 
the cast. Nothing much for either to 
do but that much okay. Chase shows 
to better advantage here than in 
slapstick. Recording and photog- 
raphy is good. 

Speeding youth chased by speed 
cop, forgets his road and rides 
straight for the river with the cop- 
per after him. A pretty girl at- 
tracts his attention. So the cop and 
his prisoner decide to stick in the 
small mountain village. One thing 
most hated in the town is a cop 
and this forms the gag action which 
unfolds. 


“LADIES’ CHOICE” 
Comedy 
19 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 
Paramount-Christie 
Familiar farce idea built Into a 
fair. short. Plausible first half is 


followed by some rather silly late 
sequences, late moments swamping 
the start and holding “Ladies’ 


Choice” down to mediocrity. An in- 
hetweener. 
Wife buys 
auto-hating 
evening 
country 


auto as 
hubby. 
duds, they’re going 
club affair, with the 
driving. Ticket along the way, then 
a breakdown. Pushing the car the 
rest of the way, they finally arrive 
it the club, disheveled, only to learn 
the party was held the night before. 
Charlie Grapewin and Anna Chance 
| play well as the middle-aged couple. 
Director missed an opportunity for 
a finish that might have been fun- 
nier. Chance arrived when roller 
| ee entered the picture to pass 
out after brief mention, Bige. 


Dolled up in 
to a 


Mrs 








surprise for | 


synchronized in sound and 
dialog. Ken Maynard starred. 

Okay for the grinds, inlands, 
and double billers. Story 
centers about a horse race. 

' “Embarrassing Moments” 
(Universal). Will please in 
smaller grinds. Trivial story, 
but contains humor substan- 
tial enough for that. Reginald 
Denny’s name may help. 





| 
| 
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THE CASE OF 
SERGEANT GRISCHA 


(ALL DIALOG) 

Radio Pictures production and release. 
Directed by Herbert Brenon from similarly 
named novel by Arnold Zweig. Chester 
Morris, Betty Compson and Jean Hersholt 
featured. At Globe, New York, March 7 
on grind run. Running time 82 minutes. 


Grischa Paprotkin...... »...Chester Morris 
BOUKS oecscscccvccceces ....-Betty Compson 
ek OO 640406003406 00% Alec B. Francis 
Schieffenzahn.......Gustavy von Seyffertitz 


WOGRAROEE 00 0000bsenceescoccos Jean Hersholt 


Winfried ...... eoceccecess Leyland Hodgson 
Corp. Sacht...... e090eees Paul MacAllister 
Capt. Spierauge ? 

Kolja seeeees-Frank McCormack 
Sergeant Frits. .cocccccceses Percy Barbette 
BISKMOIS .ccccccccescecctecse -»+-Hal Davis 


“Sergeant Grischa” is one of those 
things that somehow get in and 
come out of a Class A studio, de- 
spite its story, and then is called a 
fine production, without commercial 
possibilities or mass appeal. If 
“Grischa” can draw a new audience 
to the picture theatre as “Disraeli” 
has done, that could atone for al- 
most anything. But the chances 
are that “Grischa”’ won't draw out- 
side of the theatre's sphere. If it 
can only do that, the exhibitors and 
tadio Pictures should be more than 
extremely grateful. Through its 
story, that may have read so well 
in a book and perhaps was a best 
seller, if 100,000 copies sold of any 
boek put it in that category, the 
screen recital is pretty dreary and 
prolonged. “Sergeant Grischa” can 
not be endorsed as a box office pos- 
sibility for any regular. picture 
house, 

These things 
triply difficult. 
nothing to dilate 
‘fine production” 


make exploitation 
The story leaves 
upon, except that 


and the intimation 


| that the hi hats. if they know any- 


ithing 


jnever take 





at 
will like 


all 
it. 


about anything at all, 
If they do they should 
off their hats 

In the picture business 
sumption is that entertai: 
As a business the first 
or should be of the box office. 
may not be the ideal the 
hook up with, but as RKO recent 
declared it now has 15,000 
holders, those may have a bett 
reason for being interested. 

There is no 
“Grischa.” t’s 


the pre 
ment sell 
thought is 
That 


reformer 


stock- 


entertainment 


the sordid 


‘ 


tale o 


; reel as a Rusiasn spy. 


} more ot 


= Ne —— 








a Russian bumpkin, who escapes 
from a German prison camp in the 
war, seduces a girl on his way back 
home, is caught and shot in the last 
After watch- 
ing this blundering lout with his 
Park ave. dialog for about two reels, 


thout the only rezret he was not 
shot eariiér and the picture made 
into a short. To give a peasant who 
confesses he can neither read nor 
write, dialog that would fit a Be- 
lasco so drama was giving this 
ic I n @ lats before 
the est of the wol t thrown 
I ‘ the where 
ne ¢ } VW ever 
slipped » I inded 
it he be! eras 
started clicking. The stor was not 
idaptable for screen ente iinment; 
in bring no valuab ! ion 

m t Ss dy ig fan; 

it is made without thought whatso- 
lever of the matinee business, If 
picture producers, provided the 
preachment fits here, will think 


the matinee goers and less 
of the high hats, the box offices will 
be much happier. That's not a bad 
scheme for any studio that is mak- 
ing pictures for rental distribution, 
over here or over there to follow. 


Neither Grischa nor anyone else 
in this film draws an iota of syme 
|} pathy. That makes it doubly hard, 
Gischa is often cringing, and the girl 
episode doesn’t harmonize so well 
|} either for him \ the player of 
i the role, Chester Morris does real 
well, technically but the role is 
against him and also the picture's 


prospects. 

setty Compson is the girl, another 
peasant with a doll face all made 
up in the heart of a forest full of 
misery. So she wouldn't look better 
than he under the conditions, Mor- 
ris had a clean make-up also, and 
also in the forest. With all dialog 
in plain English, without a touch 


of accent of the two or three for- 
eign tongues which should have 
been involved, one can’t get rid of 


the idea that if there were to have 
been a girl here, she should not 
have been setty Compson, even 
with her name, whatever that may 
now mean, 

And the propaganda! Although 
propaganda will be disputed likely. 
But it’s there strongly, against the 
war Germans. That was, of course, 


in the days of the German mon- 
archy and before it became a ré- 
public. 


In fact, the entire East Front of 
the German Army became worked 
up over this seducing kid who at 
the very least became a confessed 
deserter to save his skin, and was 
killed through having traveled un- 
der another soldier's name. Two 
generals had a verbal battle over 
him. It seemed like a court martial 
for one of the German generals. 
While grown up officers almost cried 
over the whimper. That went on 
for days and days. Meanwhile 
throughout the European world at 
the same time thousands upon 
thousands of fighting soldiers who 
had not deserted were being killed 
daily in action. 

Gustav von Seyffertitz did an able 
performance as the general in com- 
mand of the German forces. He 
seemed made up to resemble Kaiser 
Bill, Jean Hersholt’s was another 
good performance if you can be- 
lieve that his character of a German 
officer with red leanings could have 
lasted that long in his own ranks. 

Other than the incongruities, the 
story isn’t just there. Herbert 
Brenon can hardly be credited for 
anything more than turning out a 
“fine picture,” but one if it returns 
to Radio the apparent large pro- 
duction cost, will be doing its best. 

Unless Europe will think more of 
it. Sime 


BE YOURSELF 


(ALL DIALOG) 


United Artists production and release. 
Adapted by Max Marcin from original story 
by Joseph Jackson. Starring Fanny Brice, 
Directed by Thornton Vreeland. In support, 
Robert Armstrong, Harry Green and Ger- 
trude Astor. At Rialto, New York. March 
6. on grind run. Running time about 66 
minutes. 








Fanny Brice burlesques the cele- 
brated Dante writing, “Inferno,” in 
the night club sequences of this film 
called “Be Yourself.” These are the 
most important. In between some 
clowning and serious friendship with 
a boxer, also one of those lose and 
win fights, which help hold the 
singing together. It’s good Brice 
stuff for the masses. 

It’s up and at ’em material. Rob- 
ert Armstrong abets the story by 
being a small-town out-of-luck pug, 
boozing in Fanny's night club. That 
gives Miss Brice opportunity for her 
song, “When a Girl Cares for a 
Man.” She doesn’t repeat it until 
just before the end, when the blonde 
gold digger, played typically by Gere 
trude Astor, has weaned the pug to 
the point where he figures he’s really 
champ. 

Before that repeat Miss Brice gets 





| 


j 


in two more. The second comes 
when she has Armstrong worked to 
the point where he's got an engagee 
ment like a comer. Then 
he pipes off a yodeler, titled “While 
the Breakfast for the 
One I Love.” A cute lyric, and Miss 
Price puts it over. 
Laughs provo ed by her proe 
of the ring being a “foul punk® 
(Continued on page 33) 
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That's the Sign 
First National 
Showmen are 
using these days. . 
They're keeping 
it handy for 4 « « 


SONG oF THE FLAME 


Alexander Gray, Bernice Claire, Noah Beery, Alice Gentle. All Technicolor. 5000 in the cast! 


~ BRIDE ofr HEREGIMENT 


With one of the greatest singing casts including Vivienne Segal, Allan Prior, Walter Pidgeon, 
Louise Fazenda, Ford Sterling, Myrna Loy, Lupino Lane. All Technicolor 


SHOW GIRL 
IN HOLLYWOOD 


with Alice White, “America’s Girl Friend,” Jack Mulhall, Blanche Sweet, Ford Sterling, John 
Miljan. Part Technicolor. Based on J. P. McEvoy’s nationally famous best-seller 


First : 
thet atesetet 
Pictures 
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You'll find this 


sign on theatres 
that are playing 


RICHARD 


BARTHELMESS 


In The Supreme Box-Office Sensation Of The Century 


SON OF THE GODS 


With CONSTANCE BENNETT 


Topping attendance records, box-office records, playing time records, 
every akties kind of records every day. From Rex Beach’s Great Story. 
Part Technicolor 


MARILYN MILLER 


“The Queen Of The Box- Office” in 


7. LT 


with 
- ALEXANDER GRAY, JOEE. BROWN, PERT KELTON 


All Technicolor Extravaganza. Unmatched Grosses! Unbelievable 
Profits! Extended runs everywhere. 


N O 


N oF / 
NANETTE 


ALEXANDER GRAY, BERNICE CLAIRE, LOUISE FAZENDA 


Screen’s best-singing love team.-in the fastest girl-and-musi¢ show ever pro- 
duced. Part Technicolor. With some of the most stupendous stage settings 
ever devised. 


“Vitaphone” is the registered trade mark of the Vitaphone Corp. designating its products 














26 Records in 
the first 34 
Showings tell 
the box-office 


story of “Son 
Of The Gods.” 








Now drawing 
biggest crowds 


of year to New 


York Strand 
after seven 
smashing 
weeks on Broad- 
way at $2.00. 








Showing more 
showmen, 
more crowds 
and more prof- 
its than they 
have seen 
this season. 
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M-G-M’s all-Techni- 
eolor presentation 
of “The Rogue Song”’ 
brings one of the op- 
era’s greatest per- 
sonalities, one of its 
greatest voices, to 
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the living screen. 
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reaches its pinnacle 
im this breath-tak- 
ing, soul-sweeping 
sereen debut of . 
Lawrence Tibbett! 


TIBBETT and 
TECHNICOLOR 














. 


THE — : 








ROGUE SONG 












ITH these two glamorous new stars of the screen, M-G-M 
has carried “THE ROGUE SONG’’ to the top of the 
Broadway hit list— another in the long series of sell-outs 


N 





featuring Technicolor. 


Life-like realism has swept Teechnicolortotthe crest of popu- 
larity in “The Rogue Song’’—and in more than 100 other box- 
office smashes scheduled for 1930. 














~TECHNICOLOR 


is a box-office name . Adwertise it! 














TECHNICOLOR 
PRODUCTIONS 


BRIDE OF THE REGIMENT, with Vivienne 
Segal (First National). 

RRIGHT LIGHTS. with Dorothy Mackaill 
(First National). 

CHASING RAINBOWS, with Bessie Love and 
Charles Kiang (Metro-Goldwyh-Mayer) Techni- 
color Sequences. 

DEVIL MAY CARE, Starring Ramon Névtarre 
(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Technicolor Sequences. 

DIXIANA, with Bebe Daniels (Radio Pictures). 

GENERAL CRACK, with John Barrymore 
(Warner Bros.) Technicolor Sequences. 

GLORIFYING THE AMERICAN GIRL, with 
Mary Eaton. Eddie Cantor, Helen Morgan, and 
Rudy Vallee in revue scenes (Paramount). 

GOLD DIGGERS OF BROADWAY, with 
Winnie Lightner, Conway Tearle, Ann Penning- 
ton and Nick Lucas (Warner Bros.). 

GOLDEN DAWN, with Walter Woolf and 
Vivienne Segal (Warner Bros.) 

HEADS UP, all-star cast (Paramount). 

HELL’S ANGELS, with Ben Lyon, James Hall, 
Jane Winton and Thelma Todd (Caddo) Techni- 
color Sequences. 

HIT THE DECK, with Jack Oakie and Polly 
Walker (Radio) Technicolor Sequences. 

HOLD EVERYTHING, with Winnie Lightner, 
Georges Carpentier and Joe E. Brown (Warner 
Bros.) Technicolor Sequences. 

IN THE GAY NINETIES, starring Marion 
Davies (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Technicolor 
Sequences. 

IT’S A GREAT LIFE, starring the Duncan 
Sisters (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Technicolor 
Sequences. 

MAMBA, with Eleanor Boardman, Jean Hers- 
holt and Ralph Forbes (Tiffany.) ° 

MAMMY, starring Al Jolson (Warner Bros.) 
Technicolor Sequences. 

MLLE. MODISTE, with Bernice Claire, Walter 
Pidgeon, and Edward Everett Horton (First 
National). 

NO, NO, NANETTE, with Bernice Claire and 
Alexander Gray (First National) Technicolor 
Sequences, 

PARAMOUNT ON PARADE, all-star cast, 
(Paramount) Technicolor Sequences. 

PARIS, starring Irene Bordoni (First Na- 
tional) Technicolor Sequences. 

POINTED HEELS, with William Powell and 
Helen Kane (Paramount) Technicolor Sequences. 

PUTTIN’ ON THE RITZ, with Harry Rich- 
man (United Artists) Technicolor Sequences. 

RADIO RAMBLERS, with Bert Wheeler, 
Robert Woolsey and Dorothy Lee (Radio). 


RIO RITA, with Bebe Daniels, Robert Wool, 


sey, and Bert Wheeler (Radio) Technicolor 
Sequences. 

SALLY, starring Marilyn Miller (First 
National). 

SHOW OF SHOWS, with 77 stars, (Warner 
Bros.). 

SHOW GIRL IN HOLLYWOOD, with Alice 
White (First National) Technicolor Sequences. 

SON OF THE GODS, starring Richard Barthel- 
mess (First National) Technicolor Sequences. 

SONG OF THE WEST, with John Boles and 
Vivienne Segal (Warner Bros.). 

SONG OF THE FLAME, with Bernice Claire 
and Alexander Gray (First National). 

SWEET KITTY BELLAIRE, all-star cast 
(Warner Bros.). 

THE KING OF JAZZ, starring Paul Whiteman 
(Universal). 

THE MARCH OF TIME, all-star cast, 
(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Technicolor Sequences. 

THE ROGUE SONG, with Lawrence Tibbett 
and Catherine Dale Owen (Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer). 

THE MELODY MAN, with Alice Day and 
William Collier, jr. (Columbia). 

THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND, with Lionel 
Barrymore, Lloyd Hughes and Jane Daly (Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer). 

THE VAGABOND KING, starring Dennis 
King, with Jeanette MacDonald (Paramount). 

UNDER A TEXAS MOON, with Frank 
Fay, Noah Berry, Myrna Loy and Armida (War- 
ner Bros.). 

UNDER WESTERN SKIES, with Sidney 
Blackmer and Lila Lee (First National). 

VIENNESE NIGHTS, all-star cast (Warner 
Bros.). 
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But May Add Four More Chi. Houses 





Chicago, March. 11. 

In retaliation for R-K-O's refusal 
to make a three cornered deal with 
Publix-B & K and Publix-Great 
States, Publix B & K forcing 
R-K-O to relinquish the Belmont 
on the North Side, May 3. R-K-O 
will try to get four North Side 
houses, one a half block from the 
selmont, as a further reprisal. 

The deal rejected by R-K-O in- 
volved the question of whether this 
circuit will operate itself or let Pub- 
lix hold the upper 


is 


hand in Chicago 


and Illinois. 

Recently B. B. Kahane, R-K-O 
general counsel, committed himself 
to a deal with B & K, the details 


said to have been that B & K would 





buy R-K-O’s partnership in the 
Tower and Norshore, neighborhood 
houses, giving R-K-O a profit on 
them. For the last three years, un- 
der B & K operation these two} 
houses have been showing a loss, 
but the feeling among insidérs is 
they could show a profit. 


When this Geal was presented to 
President Hiram Brown, he refused 
to consider it. In retaliation came 
the notice from B & K for 
to vacate the Belmont. Under terms 
three years ago, B & K can do 
this. Rent on the house is $135,000 
yearly, but R-K-O has been paying 
$60,000, with the understanding that 
if profit, in which B & K shares did 
not reach a certain peak, B & K 
could take over operation. 

The Belmont been 
$50,000 $75,000 yearly. It is 


ot 


has 


to 


R-K-O | 


earning | place their division at 
an | of its rival. 


important outlying house for R-K-O, 
used to break in all new acts. To 
supplant it, R-K-O is dickering for 
four North Side Lincoln, 
around the corner from the Belmont 
and R-K-O’'s original North Side 
house, now an indie stand; Victoria; 


houses: 


stock house, now dark and in re- 
ceivership, and Fox’s Sheridan, a 
large house. which until recently 
used F & M uni ideas 
Propositions 


An offshoot of the offer from Pub- 
lix on the Tower and Norshore, was 
for Publix-Grert States to take con- 
trol in Illinois, cities where R-K-O 
is now entrenched. As an incentive 
Publix-Great States offered Radio 
Pictures $100,000 for film rights in 
the Chicago vicinity, and $150,000 
for the rest of the state, 
R-K-O would relinquish control 
Springfield, Champaign 
ford. At present the competing cir- 
cuits operate as partners in Spring- 
field, R-K-O has Champaign alone, 
and both compete in Rockford. 

R-K-O with a deal for South 
Bend and Ft. Wayne, Ind. two 
towns in which competition 
been between th»: two circuits. 


in 
and 


has 
Pub- 


lix refused to consider this counter 
proposal. 
Although the Radio Pictures con- 


tract is enticing, R-K-O western 
executives doubt whether it means 
enough to swing a deal which would 


the mercy 





Monthly Studio § 
Hollywood, March 8. stories now in the final process 
Despite many of the picture stu-|of production, which indicates a 
dios here withheld from starting | healthy sign for an early recovery 
new productions that could not be|of normal studio working cond!l- 
completed and out of the state be- | tions. 


fore March 3 on account of the state 
tax levied on all exposed films at 
that time, production for February 
showed 51 units working, which is 
an increase of four-units over the 
preceding month of January, or an 
increase of eight units over the 
corresponding period of 1929. 
While the February activity was 
six points below the average normal 
reported for the entire year of 1929, 
there are more than 100 feature 





February’s production gave 20,000 
jobs to extras, which is the first 
normal hiring period since last Sep- 
tember, yet production in Febru- 
ary in terms of units working was 
six points below normal. Pictures 
scheduled to go into production this 
month promise to increase work for 
the extras by the fact that 30% of 
the groups scheduled to go into 
work will require larger mob scenes 
and larger casts of featured players. 








THIS TABLE SHOWS SUMMARY OF PRODUCTION ACTIVITY 
AT THE 19 ACTIVE STUDIOS ON THE COAST DURING THE 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1930, WITH COMPARISON OF 
AVERAGE ACTIVITY FOR THE SAME STUDIOS 
DURING THE YEARS 1928 AND 1929. STUDIOS 
ARE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS ACCORD- 

ING TO THEIR MAIN PRODUCT 

Average Average’ Total Total 
features shorts units stories 
work- work- work- Average in final 
Studio ing Feb- ing Feb- ing Feb- established for prep- 
Feature group ruary ruary = ruary 1928 1929 aration 
MEGEORE. <ssescsexa & sé 6 6.4 6.2 15 
Warner Bros..... 4 ow 4 6.7 4.8 10 
MEVOTORE .éicess & o« 5 5.1 6.9 2 
Paramount ...... 4 se 4 8.8 4.8 . 9 
PU -sscsecsesiase © oe 6 8.0 7.2 15 
First National... 3 ae 3 8.8 4.8 7 
BONEEE. csscezacees 3 os 2 2.8 2.4 5 
BD. wacvadivine © 2 4 2.4 1.8 5 
United Artists... 2 oe 2 2.0 1.6 4 
BEY <sseeeceis 3 1 3 3.0 1.8 4 
Gere <eceusd & ee 1 3.7 1.8 5 
Geeeee Sssesviidcs 2 ee 1 0.6 1.0 os 
SU scssersdbes Se ee ee 1.0 0.8 
Leasing group 
Metropolitan .... 2 ee 2 3.2 3.6 5 
BOSMES. saccocercs 3 oe 2 2.0 2.5 6 
Short subjects 
BROOME daibss06 6 i 1 1.8 1.8 2 
eee eee 1 1 2.1 1.8 2 
MUUNNEE  codecsses. ee 1 1 1.6 1.6 2 
Educational ..... «. 1 1 2.0 ia 2 
SO seracciss & 7 51 67.8 57.9 103 








Roc kK- | 








SEX TITLE FILM’S 
PAPER OBJECTED TO 


San Diego, March 11. 

City Council order Foster and 
Kleiser, bill posters, to block out 
100 24-sheet stands on “Her Un- 
born Child,” which opened here 
March 7. 

Council objected to billing line 
which read: “Thrilling story of a 
boy and girl who forgot every- 
thing.” 

Newspapers refused similar copy 
and only accepted straight an- 
nouncements. Picture opened well, 
but slipped off due to the blanket- 
ing of publicity. 








New Scale Agreed for 
All Theatre Engineers 


Chicago, March 11. 
Scale for theatre engineers under 
the new co tract just signed, gives 
chief engi. vers $70 a week, class 
A men, $56, and $50 for those in 
class B. 





Several new clauses appear in the 
contract, and are considered a break 
for the managers. One is that over- 
time be computed only when house 
is not open to public and then only 
by the quarter hour. Another new 
item is that engineers may be laid 
off when not needed. 








|Chateau, former vaude and dramatic 


— 


with its first financial statement | copper, oil and motor industries. 
for a full year under the new man- | Rock bottom commodity prices— 
agement, the new corporation hav- ,°°ton is down below 15 cents a 
ing been organized in November ei = wees eh oes 
1928. An accompanying letter signed es ? the dollar level ghee nie! 
q ittle optimism for the mail order 
by Hiram S. Brown, president, and | houses 
David Sarnoff, chairman of tl Probably it is for this very rea 
board, says, in part: son that shrewd market operators 
“For the month of January, 1930,/ have at length picked out the 
the net profits of your company and | *™usement stocks for a whirl. The | 
subsidiaries amounted to $723,309 | Marvel is that they did not do so 
after depreciation provision for | long before this, because while dis- 
| : “fe ; couraging quarterly statements are 
taxes, ete., as ee with net | coming from pivotal industries, it is 
profits, after sucn aeauctions ol pretty certain the theatre issues 
$232,196 for January, 1929 i will come through with grand stand 
“It will doubtless interest you to | statements, which will look even 
know that the curpuratiion now has | ™ere brilliant by contrast 





provided | 


RK-0 PROSPECTIVE NET Amusements’ Strong Boom 


FOR ’30 SENDS UP STOCK 


~ | 


R-K-O 


almost 15,000 stockholders 
pared to 6,500 a year ago.’ 
Discussing the income 
for 1929, the report says: 
“The combined profit and 
statement of the constituent 
panies for the year 1928 showed a 
net loss of $1,180,570, after payment 
ol dividends 


as com- 


, 


account 


loss 
com- 





on outstanding pre 

| ferred stock, but without taking 

|} into account a profit of $1,134,827 
{from the sale of capital assets. 

“For 1929, as shown in the ac- 

companying statement, the net 

| profit for your company and its 








| that 


| subsidiaries amounted to $1,144,529 


;} common. It was upon this advance 





(excluding a profit of $525,035 from 
sale of capital assets), representing 
an increase of $2,325,099, without 
considering in either year profits 
from sale of capital assets.” 

Per share net for the year figures 
out at about 95 cents a of 


share 


calculation of the 
K-O had a brisk 
week dealings, going to 38% at 
Monday’s peak in enormous turn- 
over of more than 160,000 shares for 
session alone. 

Salient features of the 
sheet compared with 
of Dec. 31, 1928, are: 


1930 net 
run up in early 


that R- 


balance 


statement as 


Assets 
1929 1928 

Land owned...... $21,956,841 $16,643,786 
Bldg. and equip 28,633,200 20,779,449 
Leasehold improve. 

and equip......... 18,178,148 15,477.736 
Se.» dbaa se 0.8% ; 1,490,404 454,804 
Inventories, includ- 

ing picts come- 

pleted and not re- 

leased and _ picts. 

completed and re- 

Laer reer rer. 4,473,315 2,579,366 
Total current ase- 

sets (see note).... 8,412,513 11,226,268 
Current liabilities... 4,793,840 4,606,319 

(Item of $6,100,000 call loan ap- 


pears in the 1928 statement, when 
the price of money was high. This 
item is now down to $900,000, the 
current call rate being 3% and 4%. 
Apparently the money has been 
withdrawn from the call market and 
is being otherwise employed.) 


Income Account 


Comparative figures not available for 1928. 

Theatre admissions.........+-.. $37,146,180 

Film rental and sales.......... 10,423,572 

Rents, other COmces...eccccosss 4,127,107 
Tetel crcssccosevsececescssos. GRLGRRGe 
Expenses: 

Artists’ salaries, other sales and 


Alm SeTVICS.ccccccscncccceser. 25,961,874 


Total expenses........ceeeee+-. 46,060,872 
Add: 
Dividends received............. 355,371 
Commissions from theatres..... 26,666 
Interest earned.........++ be'ane 436,487 
Profit on sales of investments 

and leaseholds....... PrrTTiTTy. 525,035 
Forfeited deposits.......e.s+e55 88,042 
Sundry other income.......-- 133, 255 


Deduct depreciation of capital and amor- 
tization of leasehold, $2,438,683. 
Deduct also investments and advance- 


ments written off, $66,108; interest and dis- 


counts, $1,843,586, and sundry other de- 
ductions, $58,908. Provision for federal in 
come tax, $250,000. 


Cooneys’ Former 7 Houses 


May Be Taken by R-K-0 





Chicago, March 11. 
Deal between RKO and the Bird 
Amusement Co. for the latter’s Na- 
tional Playhouses Circuit is under- 


supplied its stockholders | 


stock 





stood to have passed preliminary 
negotiations. 

James Coston, operator of the 
seven south side theatres, was in 


New York last week in conference 
with B. B. Kahane, general counsel 
for RKO. 

They are said to have agreed on 
around $150,000, with RKO 
suming about $4,500,000 in obliga- 
tions on bonds and mortgages, 
provided when the Bird Amusement 
Co. bought the chain out of receiv- 
ership for $110,000. sird’s 
believed a dummy for the bankers 
who originally financed the theatres 
for the Cooney Bros. 

Coston’s interest is as agent for} 
Bird. He may be retained to con- 
tinue operating the houses. 

Circuit includes three de lux: 
houses—-Capitol, Avalon, and Strat- 
ford—on the south side of Chicago. 


as- 


as 


name is 





and four smaller ones—Jeffrey, West 
Englewood, Highland, and Cosmo-' 
polit in, j 
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(Continued f 


ings are bound to be low in the steel, 


What has been predicted for six 
months is now taking place 


to rally the whole list. Right 
Eastman Kodak—it went 
232 Monday—has a bigger following 
than most of the old active specula- 
tive shares in boom times 
has a background 
much all the optimism that 
sunds it 


now 


pretty 
Sur 


Side Issues Booming 
While the active ticker issues were 
having their workout there was 
steady group work going on in 
minor issues. Loew debenture rights 


market | 
operators are using the amusements | 


through | 


And the | 
to warrant | 





————y 





rom page 12) 
(actively, gaining no less than 12 
| points last week and getting back 


near its 1929 top at 45. Monday it 
went to 48, topping its 1929 peak. 
Same was true of the debentures, 
}earrying warrants. Another issue 
to which the market had paid little 
lattention suddenly got into the spot 
light. Warner Bros 
on the Curb have a conversion priv- 


bh Ss 


debenture 


lilege under which holders may take 
up one share of common for each 
|$75 of principal amount up to 1932 


in 
on 


j and on a rising scale thereafter. 
fact a long term call on the 


comn 


stock From small dealings thes¢ 
Warner bonds reached a volume ot 
$1,000,000 last week with an advance 
of nearly 5 points at one time. Keith 
| Orpheum preferred moved up more 
ithan 5 points last week to above 


110 and on Monday jumped to 118 
for an additional advance of 7%. 
In the same Orpheum pre- 
ferred to 84 for a gain on the 
| dav of 5. 
Reason, 


Keith 


session 


+ 
Lor 


the 


con- 


that 
preferred is 


of course, is 
Orpheum 


vertible three for one into RKO and 
the Orpheum senior stock is con- 
vertibls two fo! one The first 
named par r ind thie latter ) i 
vear and likewise represent a cal 
on the common of almost indefinite 


| duration Orpheum preferred, for 
instance. runs until 1939, except that 
it is callable on 380 days’ notice at 


dealt in on the Curb turned over 110. 
Summary for week ending Saturda: March 8 
. STOCK EXCHANGE 
1920 Ne 
High Low Sales Issue and rate High Low Last Che 
2614 173% 2,000 American Seat 0... i.ccccccess 244% 20 4 1% 
ot 15%. 3,400 Consol. Film (2). ecvssecs 217 20'. 21% 1. 1% 
on 18 1,300 Conadl. Film pfd. (2)..... eeee 24 23% 24 oy 
228 175% 45,600 Fastman Kodak (8).......e6.- 228 215%, -26%, ™ 
ao 161% BOT. Gee Feb Clase A ode cde tecceteaesTs R67, 3214 oo 1% 
ao 21 a... I ee ey - 33 3054 a 3 
1103, 85 1,590 Do pref. (7) . veces 110% 105 11% + hh 
41, 30%, SOR 200 Gen, Bee.. V.TG. cs dncwssas 4614 431% 44 1 
RO%, 42%, can.een Teer Ma): «.° sdsi.cdvetsastid 86%, BRS, St 10% 
104 R554 3.500 Do pref. (6%) a6 oven doen e% 104 a9 11m 45, 
14% 2 2,800 Madison Sq. Garden (144) ‘ 12% 12 12 - “ 
25 231 500 Met.-G.-M pref. (1.89) wet 251 2514 25 _ 
71! 485, 150,300 Paramount-Fam.-Lasky (4) 71 67% 71! ‘ 
4 23, 6,600 Pathe Fxchange.+......... 4 3% 4 My 
8% 5 Gee Tete Claes & i... opcescaces 8 i™% var 
Hits 345% ae wee. GOO 4. a. cdectuah bens ese 51% 47% 49% - ‘ 
35tey 19 8 BOS Yee re ree 351% RO% Bo Me 
801 6 230 Orph. pref. (8) am 801, 7 80'4 1%, 
14% R54 2,300 Shubert inccavsabevedssneare 121 11 12! i 
60" 80 170 Universal pref. (8)..... Feannen’ 60! On H44 0 
72 BRAG 516.506 Warner Fros. (4).. 72 66% 72 3 
e: 36 13,900 Do pref. (2.20) é 63 58 0444 a7 
CURB 
t2 24 See Columbia Pieie.. -<o-~0s+ksarderewn 80 20 30 } 1, 
94 2% GRLSGO Wot TeOtres osc cds cvcasecdd 8% 74 7% t & 
15 12, S050 BOW Tee: «osc enactentbaweesst 45 33% 45 12% 
14 A ocne GUROCR FPOOE, 2 cccdiivchtnictiode M% t - 1, 
R614 78! 15,100 Technicolor Sa ane atten RB'6 79% 84% 4+- 2% 
BONDS 
85 74 $4,000 Keith 6's, '46..... Ken eabev ks &5 84 85 
12 10134 samen Gee Oe. "OB. s chock Was emul eues« 120 113'4 120 "4 
M814 91%, 180,000 ee Be ere Te eee 9815 97's oS I 
Hits 26 36,000 Pathe 7's, ’37. wa . 47 9 1% 
102 as 4,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, '47 . 101% 101 101 =~ 3 
47'% 41 SeOew Tibet Ges oss ccicacertiesésise 4% 45 45 1, 
110', 89 1,000,000 Warner Bros, 6's, °38...... 110's 106 100" {3% 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Monday 
Produce Exchange, N. Y. 
se es 2.800 Won . Deitel ois Fach ob a xistes chee $6 84 S4 +3 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Quoted in Bid and Asked 
Prey. 
Bid, Asked. bid. 
22 24 22 Rozy, Class A (8.50)...cssese. se ee eo ° 
23 26 p Wee: Ge. 06'36.4.400 04 68S bth eeotes ee es . 
2\% 314 2% | ee enaee ‘ wi ée ° 
2 5 2% De Forest Phono,.,......... é e ee ee . 
Boston 
Shares. 
ee ee SS Teew'’s of Bowen. .oiscidiises ° 9 9 9 
Los Angeles 
. ee Te ee eee: os on Rb 
oe ee Bee FOR ‘TRORIGS, os ins boas evesse ee 7% 7% 7s 
Montreal 
oe ee Soe PEMOws PIOFOB ic. s. kkcsnder ccce Si TOY BI 
Toronto 
o* ee 200 Famous PIA yerGeicc cccccvsgccvce 51 50% Bl 





“VAGABOND’S” SEND OFF | 


$5 Top Start in Publix Small Up- 
town, Boston—$1 Scale Regular 


Boston, March 11. 

Boston's first stiff-front premiere, 
blown up to the public by swell 
publicity, flopped hard last week 
when all the mayors from round- 
about together with their secre- 
taries entered the dinky Publix Up- 
town, until recently the St, James, 


ifor two 


TIFFANY OUT OF PITTS.: 
OLYMPIC AS 5-10 STORE 


Pittsburgh, March 11. 

Tiffany steps out of the local pic- 
ture as an exhibitor April 1 when 
Warners’ lease of the Olympic, 
downtown, expires. Tiff has been 
renting -he Olympic from Warners 
months. 
While without any b. o. 





pictures, 





to watch “The Vagabond King.” producing firm has managed to 
The house was filled primarily |break even, since house switched 
by paper at the opening. Top|from second-run Warner to first- 
price and only price, was five|run Tiffany. 
smacks a seat. 3ostonians don't Firm reported scouting for new 
and evidently won't pay that much jlocal site. Olympic will be remod- 
to see any film. Local pols were|jeled and occupied by 5-10 chain 
the only dignitaries. Not a film |store, passing out as theatre It 
star in the audience, was the first house in Pittsburgh to 
Publix had arranged for the|be wired. 


celebs to speak over a microphone 
in the lobby. The political 
got over the air together with a 
couple of Boston newspaper picture 


boys | 


R-K-0. Takes “Phantom’” 


R-K-O has booked U's alkerized 





reviewers. “Phantom of the Opera,” with Lon 

The show is now calling for $1| Chaney only one of the cast not 
a seat in the evening and 50-75 in/ talking, and will play the picture 
the afternoon. Not doing more in all the New York houses. It goes 


than usual 
far. 


business, however, 


Grant Withers loaned to Colurn- 


bia for an untitled picture. 


Vivian Oakland “See Naples and 
Die,” W.B. 
Harvey Clark and Lew Ha 
A Very: Pra cal Joker l'ox 
Mddie Kane uv “Fame,” W. b&b ; 


50 


| Subs 
are bei 


} foliations now 


into t Hiippodrome March 21. 

bstantial number of U pictures 
ing used by R-K-O, with ne- 
on for “Marseillaise,” 
and 
Scotland.” 


“The Storm” “Cohens and Kel- 
lys in 


Among pictures 


jalready R-K-O played, are “Show 


Boat,’ 


“Hell's Heroes 
of Broady 


Shannons 


ind “Night Ride.”’ 
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‘Leisure | 


, COLUMBIAS 








Celebration 


5O MILLION 


will read about Columbia 
Pictures during the month 
of April ...50 million fans 
will want to see Columbia 
Pictures in April . . . Cash 
in on this Celebration 












‘(O”Anniversary 


13 Leading 
Ae lolep4l ates: 


Molg-wuelolatellailaremme 
atolikelsenwalel-maerolar 
test ‘to find Miss 
Columbia in April. 


Photoplay 
Watelilelsmmiaieia- 
Motion Picture Classic 
NYaa-.-lallelate! 
Yel t-1-Ta] ofolo) 
Screen Romances 
Film Fun 
M. P: Stories 
New Movie 
Detective Stories 
Love Magazine 
The Home 
Passing Show 


LX) am holt) am Melee] M@lalelislol lane 
Commerce for more details 
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“‘BE YOURSELF’ is a riot 


SCORES BIG! 


“Chuckful of cheer, chuckles and 
wisecracks.’’ — N. Y. News 


Hilarious Comedy! 
“Fannie Brice at her best. Sparkles 
with scores of surefire laugh pro- 
vokers. Don’t miss this one.’’ 

- N. Y. Graphic 


| "Tue Greatest CARNIVA 
To Ever Open on B 


7 
a 


Bese Stee 


HUNDREDS OF 
LAUGHS! 


“(Fannie Brice gives a superb per- 
formance.’’ — N. Y. Eve. World 


GRAND COMEDY! 


“One of the best talkie comedies 
offered up to the time of going to 
press. Worth seeing’~ N. Y.Journal 


Wednesday, March 12, 


1930 














of laughter. Uproarious Tale. 
Audiences are left limp from laughter at ‘Be Yourself’. 
One of the zippiest comedies to ever reach the screen. 
Wowed the Audience.” — N. Y. American | 


LAUGH GEM! 


“Probably the happiest picture 
now current. Fannie Brice at her 
funniest.”’"—Brooklyn Eagle 


BRICE A RIOT! 


“A sure and skillful entertainer. 
Clever comedy and catchy musical 
numbers.’”?’ — N. ¥Y. Mirror 


Worth the price of admission alone to hear Fannie Brice sing— 
“COOKING BREAKFAST FOR THE ONE | LOVE’”’ 
“WHEN A WOMAN LOVES A MAN” 


of FUN ~ 
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A Tremendous UNITED ARTISTS..... Hit! . 


Presented by JOSEPH M. SCHENCK Directed by THORNTON FREELAND 
! 
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Behind the Keys 





Chicago. 
Leroy Aiexander has been ap- 
pointed special mid-west sales repre- 
sentative for Sono Art working out 
of that company’s local office. He 
formerly was with Universal. 





Utica, N. Y. 

replac ed as 
manager of the Fox enterprises here 
by John S. MacNeill of New York. | 
Allen has been connected with local | 


theatres for 13 years 


Sim Allen has been 





— —_ | 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Community theatre here has in- 
stalled Western Electric Movietone 
equipment, Monday it presented the 
first all-talker, “Peacock Alley.” 
Community is pop price house, do- 
ing a good business. 
Omaha. 
Rialto built in 1906 at the cost of 
$500,000 and for years Omaha's ace 
house, has been leased by Publix to | 
the Pickwick-Greyhound Bus lines. | 
Building is within one block of | 
heart of Omaha and} 
frontage of 132 feet on two | 





the business 
has A 
sides 
Lexington, Ky. 

Phoenix Amusement Co., oper&it- 
ing the Bel Ali and Strand theatres 
here, will erect $150,000 film house 
at Richmond (suburb). Site of old | 
Richmond opera house chosen. 





Salem, Mass. 
Empire Players, refusing to be 
ousted from business here by talk- 





Still Going Strong 
4th Consecutive Year 


BENNY 


MEROFF 








a/ ; NY 

PUBLIX) GRANADA 
Vee] 
SZ 


Li 
<4 


MARBRO 


CHICAGO 





RIO BROS. 


2nd Year With Publix 
This Week Paradise Theatre, 
hicago 
Thanks to Earl 
Dir. 








Saunders 
JERRY CARGILL 














Joseph Jackson 


Writing the Screen Version of 
“SEE NAPLES AND DIE” 














ORIGINALS DIALOGUE 


Howard J. Green 


NOW WITH FOX 


CONTINUITIES ADAPTATIONS 











ers, have adopted the common- 
wealth co-operative plan. 

They will reappear in Salem legit 
after a short vacation following 
dismissal by their former manager, 
Ira Einstein. 


Boston. 
after pictures. A pe 
chance to 


Brookline is 
tition to give voters a 
vote has been instigated. 

No theatre in that town 
films, but if the petition 
through voters may express 
desire either way next Nov 


shows 
goes 
their 
ember. 
Ashland, Ky. 
Plans finally made for financing 
a $300,000 picture theatre here on 
site of old Methodist church, taken 
over by Hibernia Trust Co. of New 
Orleans in default of payment of 
bonds for the new church. The 
trust company is reported having 
contracted with Publix for the 
greater amount of the with 
only about $50,000 offered 
locally 


cost 


being 


Providence. 
Publix has leased the Strand here 
for 15 years. House closed Sunday 


jand will remain dark until Easter 
Sunday, 
Strand is eighth Publix-owned 


theatre in Rhodé Island, chain al- 
ready having three houses in Woon- 


socket, two in Pawtucket and two 
in Newport. Edward L. Reed has 
been manager of Strand since it 


opened. 

Danbury, Conn. 
effort to stimulate 
pictures, is giving 
fan magazine, to 


Capitol, in an 
local interest in 
away a copy of a 
each patron. 


Toronto. 
The last of the Allen theatres in 


Canada, those in the Ottawa val- 
ley, have been sold to independent 
owners. 


Garner, Ia. 

When the council agreed to abide 
by a referendum vote on Sunday 
movies recently and the proposition 
carried, Mayor W. J. Bartz explain- 
ed to the picture houses that the 
council meant talkers. 

He told the exhibs that when they 
installed wire and gave evidence of 
good faith the council would pro- 
ceed to amend the theatre ordi- 
nance to permit Sunday shows. Un- 
til then the referendum is just an- 
other election. 


Utica, N. Y. 

Walter Smith has succeeded Lee 
Bosquet as manager of the Fox Ma- 
jestic. Bosquet is slated to suc- 
ceed Howard Miller at the Strand, 
Carthage, N. Y. J. S. Hurford of 
the Fox Metropolitan New York 
office is slated to succeed Smith at 
the Gaiety. 


Norwalk, Conn. 

Publix is negotiating for the pur- 
chase of the new Empress and the 
Regent, here, from Mrs. Mary Vuono 
of Stamford, Conn. Two Stamford 
theatres, Strand and Palace, op- 
erated by Mrs. Vuono, may also be 
included in the deal, expected to be 
closed April 1. 

Acquisition of the two local the- 
atres by Publix, which at present 
does not have a single theatre in 
Fairfield county, will take all Nor- 
walk theatres out of the hands of 
independent operators, as the Pal- 
ace and Rialto were acquired last 
fall by Warner Brothers. 

Galveston. 

Robert Donnelly, projectionist, 
narrowly escaped injury when fire 
destroyed projection room of Gem 
theatre in Texarkana Monday (10). 
Loss estimated at $10,000. 


Glens Falls, N. Y. 

Construction soon of a $150,000 
theatre in Plattsburg, N. Y., on the 
site where once stood the Clinton 
theatre, destroyed by fire two years 
ago, together with the old Platts- 
burg theatre, have been prepared 
for William E. Benton and James 
Leary of Saratoga Springs, opera- 
tors of the Rialto and Empire the- 
atres in Glens Falls and other 





(Continued on Page 46) 


Gunmen in Booth 
Rob Operators 
At Tivoli, Chi. 


operators at the Tivoli, lost $78 to 
gunmen who invaded the booth. 

Sunday gross at the theatre 
gone after. 


not 


FIRST WIDE SCREEN 
INSTALLED IN CANADA 








| London, Can., March 11. 

The first of its kind in London 
}and the second of its kind in Cana- 
| da the new Magnoscope, full size 


screen is being installed in 
the Patricia theatre here, when the 
house reopens tomorrow (March 
12). Bquipment is being installed 
by the Nolan Theatrical Enterprise 
of Ottawa, owners of the Avalon 
theatre, the only other house using 
the screen, 

The equipment is similar to that 
in the Roxy theatre, New York, and 
Shea’s Hippodrome, Buffalo. 

The screen is being installed at a 


| stage 


cost of $6,000, is 36 feet wide and 
22 feet high, as compared to the 


old-type screen of 10 feet by 12 feet. 
Patricia’s seating capacity of l,- 
200. 





~ Double Talkers at 15c 


Albany, N. Y., March 11. 
An exploitation unheard of in 
these parts is being experimented 
by the Clinton Square theatre. The 





house, closed for several months, 
reopened with a grind, showing 
two feature talkers with daily 


changes and charging 15c top. Mat- 
inee price is 10c. 





Chicago, March 11 
Cautious bandits have changed 
from box office to projection room 
raids. 


The house is owned by Christo 
phe Buckley owner of the Hall 
ind Leland. Clinton Square had 
been a first-run house. 


Ralph Rush and Ernest Grandin, | 


RKO EXPANSION 
TALK CENTRE AT 
CONVENTION 





organization 
mvention of 
held here 


Entire R-K-O 
the lookout for 
division managers 
on March 17. 

Meeting is called by Joe Plunkett. 
It will be attended by every R-K-O 
district, booking and press manager. 

Inside dope is that plans for the 
expansion of the company will be 
up for discussion, with talk center- 
ing about the acquisition of more 
houses, especially in the middle 
west, and also plans for building 
business in all present spots. 


the ea 


to be 








Olive Borden, Mary Brian “High 
Society,” Par. 

Eddie Dunn “True to the Navy,” 
Par. 





Young Man‘sDeath 
Charged to Mgr. 





is on | 


“Bouncing” Him 


Chicago, March Il 
Parents charging that the death 
|}of Herman Webber, 19, was caused 
by his being bounced from the Mar- 
| shall, south side picture house. 
| Thomas Grant, manager, is being 
|held by the authorities pending an 
| investigation. 
| Webber died Saturday. His par- 
ents claimed death resulted from the 
injuries sustained when thrown out 
of the house by Grant on Nov. 29. 


Judgment Against Loew's 
For $114,824 Is Affirmed 


Loew's denied permission to 
enter an appeal in the Appellate 
Division of the N. Y. Supreme Court, 
this automatically affirming the 
lower court’s judgment for $114,824 
against the chain won by the Stew- 
art-Mellon Co., contractors, of Pitts- 
burgh. 

The latter company sued for 
breach of contract and alleged com- 
missions due in securing financial 
undertakings for the construction of 
the Penn theatre, Pittsburgh. 

Arrangements for the deal were 
claimed to have been negotiated 
with the Pittsburgh contractors by 
the late Marcus Loew. 
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AND 


‘ ‘WINGED 
FEET" 
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DIRECTION BENJ. DAVID 





STILL THE 
GREATEST 
DANCING ACT 
OF THE DAY! 


This week, 
CAPITOL, 
NEW YORK, in 
Chester Hale’s 
“Days of Yore” 


Acknowledgment to 
Messrs. Louis K. 
Sydney and Marvin 
Schenck. 


Thanks to Chester 
Hale and Arthur 
Knorr. 

















WE BUILD, BUY, LEASE, 
OPERATE OR MANAGE 
MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 
IN PENNA.—NEW JERSEY 
DELAWARE—MARYLAND 
—DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA— 

VIRGINIA AND W. VIRGINIA 










I700 SANSOM STREET 


PHILADELPHIA,PA. 





























Featured in 
Fanchon & Marco’s 
“SKIRTS” 
Idea 





RUTH SILVER 


THIS WEEK— 
EGYPTIAN THEATRE, 
HOLLYWOOD 


THANKS TO 
FANCHON & MARCO 
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NEW YORK 


“A superb performance by Chester Mor- 
ris... Gripping and moving beyond de- 
scription.”...New York Telegram. 


“A distinguished war movie, impressive, 
and eloquent...Mr. Morris’ performance 
will stand out as the acting job of the 
season.’’... New York Mirror. 


“Nery human and affecting ... A fine, 
vigorous, astonishingly courageous 
finale.’’... Morning World. 


CHICAGO 


‘...one of the most unusual and affect- 
fb pictures we ever encountered. We 
unquestionably place it among the 
achievements of the talkie era. Don’t 
pass up this picture or you'll be missing 
one of the most sensational talkies thus 
far.”’... Chicago Evening American. 


‘It’s an excellent film, this one about 
“4Sergt. Grischa’’ and one that will be 
remembered a long time after being 
seen ---a notable picture achievement.” 
e+ Chicago Evening Post. 


PITTSBURGH 


(’...a deep, moving, powerful and at 
times terrifying drama... Herbert Bren- 
‘on’s masterpiece, paling even his “Beau 
Geste “ and “Sorrel and Son”... Ace 
picture of the present year. Nothing 
quite like it has ever before been 


brought to the screen.” ; .. Pittsburgh 


Post-Gazette. 


WASHINGTON 





¢’One of those really different produc- 


tions ....no choruses, no popular theme 
‘song, but it is one of those great moving 


‘stories that Herbert Brenon, its director, 


has done once or twice before.” . . . 
Washington Daily News. 


“‘The Case of Sergeant Grischa,’ nota- 
ble and often powerful...stands on the 
merits of its show eloquence, terminat-. 
ing in the most realistic climaxes ever, 
presented in the films.”’... Washington 
Evening Star. 


SERG 


oo See 


“Without a doubt, it is one of the ‘best’ 
pictures of the year.“ oe ¢ Philadelphia 
Evening Ledger.” 
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) RM CENTER OF HOT DEBATE 
c KS FOR WHOOPLA GROSSES. . 


Bedlam of Controversy 
Sweeps Show World 
as “Grischa” Thunders 
Across Key City Screens 
.- « Blowing Froth and | 
Pansy Drama Off the Map 
. + Thrilling a Public That 


Faces Life Standing Up... 


Landslide of Praise From Press 
of Nation . . . Lauding Brenon 
Genius and Radio’s Daring and 
Resourceful Showmanship .. . 


HERBERT 


BRENONS 


THE CASE OF 


'NIGRISCHA | 
























CHESTER JEAN 


MORRIS COMPSON HERSHOLT 


ALEC B. FRANCIS ... GUSTAV VON SEYFFERTITZ ...ANDA 
SWEEPING HOST OF SUPER-NUMERARIES 
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“EXHIBITORS ALL 
PLAY & PRAISE 
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| PATHE NEWS (sound & silent) 
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HII PATHE audio REVIEW 


Grantland Rice Sportlights 
Van Beuren Song Sketches 
Talking Topics of the Day 


Aesop’s sound Fables 
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FILM REVIEWS 





BE YOURSELF 


(Continued from page 21) 
along Scott-Florida lines. The well- 


read audience is quick to get the 
latter point, although the produc- 
tion seems to have anticipated it. 
Miss Brice later has a yid comic 


number, title of which couldn’t be 
heard through the laughs. 
Harry Green as the brother Fanny 


cated, also, that the picture-banker 
intended to live since he also left 
several million dollars to himself in 
another name, 

With dark glasses, bul not dis- 
guised, the banker, shortly after his 
alleged demise, appears in an ex- 
clusive face renovator’s shop high 
in the Alps. It is there that he not 
only loses the phoney nose and pro- 
truding cheek bones, but comes out 








trained to become a lawyer has op- of the operating room the regular 
portunity to work in plenty of things | Ww urner 5B ixter, 
that the crowd acclaim as witti- | Not only changed physically 
cisms |also mentally Ludwig is Pie 
Naturally the big fight one over | captivates Paris, including _— own 
the grudge as well as title, must | “widow He buys a kiss of her at 
come off. Fanny is in the wrong} # charity affair for 20,000 fran 3 and 
corner until her boy is being counted | then lets a youngster reap it. Such 
over. Then she si reams for the stiff gallantry from the urrogant and | 
belts which she knows that ex-| blunt Ludwig together with 
boy friend has These don’t show | seneral metan orphosis, is too mucl 
until Armstrong is KOed in the ring. | OT even an assem lage of morons 
It’s in the dressing room in a pri- to believe vested in a surgeons 
vais match that he exonerates hime “unite, 
self Waly. There is much footage devoted to 
the every day details of life, espe- 
cially conventional interchanges 
memorize by grammar students. 
Such Men Are Dangerous Then ‘the. handsome Pierre, when 
(ALL DIALOG) Elinor reveals that the old Ludwig 


Fox production and release. Directed by 


the late Kenneth Hawks. Elinor Glyn 
redited with theme Adaptation and dia- 
log I st Vaida Dave Stamper in- 
cidental j \ Roxy, W March 7 
Running me 83 minutes 

Ludwig Krar Warne! Baxter 
Elinor 7 seoeestrnerm Dale Owen | 
Paul BStrohMcsccctvcdecvesess Albert Conti 
Muriel Wyndhami..cescsecees Hedda Hopper 
Fred Wyndham... .eccesecessClaude Allister 
Doctor Erdmann,...... ecoese- Bela Lugosi 


The airplane suicide of a German 
financier inspired the theme and its 
bringing to the screen took the life 
of its director, Kenneth Hawks. The 
finished product, otherwise, is with- 


out distinction, chiefly because the 
theme is what flappers will call 
dizzy. Elinor Glyn goes to extremes 
in her story that will bore intelli- | 
gent fans and impress even the} 
gullible and rabid payee with im- 
plausibilities, filling a cut and dried 


outline. With all of its exploitation 
possibilities and newspaper hook- 
ups it remains mediocre fare for the 


better first runs. 

Whether the original leaper uscd 
a parachute has never been deter- 
mined. Miss Glyn had Warner Bax- 


ter do it when he was the ugly Lud- 
wig Kranz whom Elinor married for 
his wealth. Catherine Dale Owen is 


unchanged in the Elinor role, still 
the beautiful cold blonde who 
twitches her eyebrows during close- 
ups until laughter is almost pro- 
voked. 

The careful buckling on of the 
safety considerably lessened the 
thrill which might have come with 
less obvious caution, It was indi- 


was repulsive to her, suddenly for- 





gets himself and steps forth as the 
rehabilitated gentleman To con- 
i} tinue the projection a little longel! 
| Elinor is allowed to assumé her 
| old pose It is just as soon aband 
oned when the Pierre environment 
re-asserts itself Waly 


ONLY THE BRAVE 


(ALL DIALOG) 


Paramount production and release S 


ring Gary Cooper. Mary Brian featured 
Directed by Frank Tuttle. Keene Thomp 
son's story, adapted by Agnes Brand Leahy 
Screen play by Edward E, Paramore Jr. 
At Paramount, New York, week March 7 
Running time, 66 minutes ; 
Capt. James Braydon ; Gary Cooper 
Barbara Calhoun Mary Briat 
Capt. Robert Da ng Phillips Holmes 
Vance Caihoun ccccceves James Neill 
Tom Wendell «es. Morgan Farley 
Gen. U. S. Grant “edes Guy Oliver 
Gen. Robert E. Lee eccee VOHN H. Elliott 
The Colonel...... TeTTri iy BE. H. Calvert 
Blhizabeth....cccccsccccctece Virginia Bruce 
Lucy Camet e cece Elda Voelkel 
The Sentry ‘ ‘ Wi im TLeMaire 
Elizabeth i nan S. Wood 
Gen. Grant's & etary Lalo Encinas 

Civil War romance of lover-ene- 
mies, the type the silents once popu- 
larized. Here, in talker form, the 
old hoke has been handled with 
enough intelligence to set it up for 
serious reception. Plus some de- 
lightful light pash stuff from Gary 
Cooper, starred, and Mary Brian, 
featured, “Only the Brave” is mod- 
erate fare for the best combination 
week stands. 

Miss Brian lavs the southern ac- 














HEALTHFUL 





Kooier 


NATURE'S REF 


- Aire 


RIGERATION 








INFORMATION 


CORES of leadin 


g theatres throughout 


America use this revolutionary cooling 


system. It bring 


s big, sustained summer 


patronage—makes a theatre the coolest place 


in town. All year ith 
efficient ventilation. 
cooling with Kooler-A 


KOOLER-AIRE ENGINEERING CORP. : 


as no equal for SILENT, 
Get the facts about pre- 
ire. Write today. 


1916 PARAMOUNT BLDG., NEW YORK, N. Y. 








cent on thick, sometimes too thick. | sheti from above being especially | 


but they slipped her some smart 
talk to soothe, and she gets by on 


good, 


Unusual feature of cast is that 





its account. And a looker all the |four of the important featured play- 
way. ers, Kaley, Miss Terry, Cliff Ed- 

Cooper, having refrained from|wards and Benny Rubin, are from 
overplaying the dramatics up to | the stage. None is widely known on 
now, continues his streak and regis- |the screen, Neither is Miss Shill- 
ters another quietly likeable per- ling, only other featured player. 
formance. As a northern officer he | That's not against picture’s enter- 
volunteers for a sure-fire death spy | tainment value, however. Char. 
assignment after finding his girl in} ——-—- 
the arms of another, His job is to} 
ie intentionally caught with steet COHENS AND KELLYS 
ymapers on nim meaning no return " 
But.... in Scotland 

Quite omical, while old, to seeé 
the northern captain be balked in (ALL DIALOG) 
his attempts to be caught red { ersal produ mand 1 a ) 
handed by the daughter of the | Siptrmott, Adapt yn i Ry Ry. 
soutnern gent fy whose home tne De Mor M ay ‘ g 
Confederate staff is quartered. He'’s!S sta Vera utu 
finally grabbed and the bad info| ** t . J I t Vv am 

. a F . vin i \ lock ) 4 A ( 

works just in time to save Capt.| New y 7 Mar 7 , 1ing 
James Braydon from becoming | 83 minutes 
Seret. Grischa No, 2. -—- - 


Historic peace-making of Grant 
and Lee at Appomatox is the semi- 
final shot that guarantees every- 
thing. Final is a wedding march 


by the son of the north and daugh- 
ter of the south. 


Director bravely resisted the 


temptation to slide in theme singing 
by leads who in’t sine and there- 
by saved his picture 

Phillip Holmes and William Le 
Maire rate } est among perfor 
ince rendered under Coope and 
Miss Brian's Le Maire is of the 
theatrical family of that name, and 
in vaudeville was known as “Sweet 
William.’ 

recorded swell Bige 


Lord Byron of Broadway 


(ALL DIALOG, with Songs) 
(Some Technicolor) 


. 





M-G-M prod tion and release Based on 
novel o the ime name by Nell Mar 
Directed by William Nigh and Harry Beau- 
mont Dialog and continuity by Crane 
Wilbur and Willard Mack Mus by Nacio 
Herb Rrown lyrics by Arthur Freed 
Dance staged by Samr Lee. Film editor, 
Anne Bauchens Photography by Henry 
Sharp Recordin engineer Douglas 
Shearer r 1 Technicolor At Capi- 
tol New Marc i Running 
time es 
ROY ..ccccsecesces cosessees- Charles Kaley 
Ardia.ss266000es0eeeeeseocsese -Eeneeee Zen 
N@Nncy.ccocccccscccccscceses- Marion Shilling 
Joe. soeeeccoccesecooceccos.- Chm Edwards 
SESSIC. cccccccececccsesseess:: Gwen Lee 
Phil eeeeeeeeeessereteres Benny Rubin 
Edwards.....- eeeecceces .Drew Demorest 
Mrs. Millaire. scocceccseces John Byron 
ted Head. ..cccscccccecces . Rita Flynn 
BIOTNGtO. ccvccesceoaceceseses Hazel Craven 
Riccardi eecccsce eooeeese Gino Corrado 
Marie eeessseses Paulette Paquet 

7 

Backstage stuff and romances 
built around songwriters have 
grown stale since talkers, but in 
“Lord Byron of Broadway” Metro 
has applied a refreshing touch to 
such material. Whether the fans 


are down on the atmosphere that’s 
gone into this talker and a lot of 
others shouldn’t matter. Entertain- 


ment is here, even if big names in 
the cast aren’t. Word-of-mouth ad- 


vertising probably will help the 
grosses for this one, with exploita- 
tion, properly directed, doing the 
rest. 


The songwriter who'd get his in- 
spiration from broken hearts and 
have the gift for breaking them as 
well as for writing songs, should 
arouse the curious. In that respect 
the story of “Lord Byron of Broad- 
way” has strong angles for exploita- 
tion. It can be played up extensive- 
ly, for that’s what the songwriter- 
hero does and with a vengeance. 


Charles Kaley, from the legit, 
plays the role and looks it. He gets 
away with what he does here and 


shouldn’t arouse the fans against 
him in any particular, directors and 
dialog writers having seen to that. 
Where an unsympathetic shade to 
the character is threatened, it is im- 
mediately averted. 

Kaley is a pianist in a small cafe 
when he finds a gal there is dead on 
the make for him, She shows him 
a bundle of old love letters. There's 
the inspiration for the first song. 
From then on, it’s dumping one girl 
for another, the transfer always re- 
sulting in a new song hit. 

Marion Shilling, the girl taken 
out of the piano store for the vaude 
act the songwriter eventually does, 
proved the only stumbling block in 
the end, but even after they were 
married this Lord Byron heart- 
breaker couldn’t pass up the idea for 
another number. Before the newly- 
weds had time to think of Niagara, 
the songwriter shies a bit of hot 
mugging to try out an idea that 
suddenly came into his mind. The 








| title was not “Who'll Be Next,” but 
| “Bride and Groom,” so the boy’s 
|habits had changed for the fade. 

Outstanding 


g- songs are “Should I,’ 

;} already popularized, “When I Met 
| You,” “Only Love Is Real and 
|} ‘Just Bundle of Old Lo Letters.’ 
| Kaley KMthelind Terry and Cliff Ed 
wards do most 6 the nzing and 
ino dubbing. 

Two sequent sare in Ts I y] 
ind not so 6©good on t tir YT 
M h of the color stuff is so dul 

Ss ¢ t be disting d « ir 

In two one of floor show 
in ch Samr Le iS put an en- | 

jsembie through a y trick and 
ft ive routine, is the ost Other 

iof "oO } 2 an i) co j 

| with Singing pla i , is i 
largely b i e of voices onl F loo 

) seque? 2 hel ed ‘ 
e ley ae ! 


Full of laughs for 


j sure-fire 
‘ov > . 
| Grade B audiences, with the 
| 


the 


probably not intending it for higher 


consumption They didn’t go ona 
ibender for production budget and 
the orders to the gag man were fo! 
invythmeg that will be laughed at 
again 
| Those friendly enemies, the Cohens 
and the Kellys, hay been spotted 
by I in hree different locales be 
ore’ now New Yor! where the 
|; Started Pari ind Atlantic City 
|Now Scotland Two more sleeper 
| jumps and they’ll have been around 
| the world, which they no doubt will 


| be if the returns from Scotland are 
| satisfactory 

Cohen and Kelly with thei 
wives, are in Scotland to individu- 
ally buy up all the plaids on inside 
info that a stylish prince has de- 
cided to wear the Scotch national 
design the coming season. The boys 


used to be partners, but split and 
j}are in the stingy country independ- 
jently. 

“Fun” on a golf course and a 


bushel of Scotch gags pace the part- 


ners’ arguments in dialect in the 
laugh race. Total of bellies quite 
high 

Charlie Murray and George Sid- 
ney are Kelly and Cohen, and Vera 


Gordon and Kate Price their wives 
in expert fashion. Miss Gordon has 
been, talking down to her picture 
parts lately, while waiting for an- 
other “Humoresque.” 

Dialog writer doubled in imagina- 
tion and memory. Photography and 
recording helped Bige 


CHINA EXPRESS 


(SILENT) 
(Russian Made) 


Sovkino production released over here 
through Amkino Directed by Illy Trau- 


berg from scenario by L. Is Yeriknonov. 
American titles by Michael Gold. Camera- 
man, Boris Khrenikov. At Cameo, New 
York, week March 8. Running time, about 
65 minutes. 

An European. ..scccssccsesesessss- 5. Minin 
A Girl... .ccoccccsesesseseess..5an Bo Yan 
A Peasant.ccccsesesccessessCnu Chai Wan 
A Fireman..ccsscocessevesceees-Cuzan Kai 
A Coolie...ccocseccossecseces:s.-A, Vardul 
A General. .ccascocesecness-Chai Wan San 
A Merchant..ecesssvecess -Lian -Din Do 
Overseers. Goodkin and I. Saveliev 
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More brazen than any street dem- 
onstration dispersed by the police, 


makers | 
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2nd more insidiously impressivé 
lthan any orator in a private hall 
| with his own kind is this 100% rex 
cruiting propaganda for Commueé 
nism, Sovietism, Bolshevism and 
ithe other isms thet sock capitale 
lism, and along with it, the publie 


peace. 

| A great piece of direction, action, 
acting and locale, this “China Exe 
press.” <A thriller that has few come 
| 


petitors in the world market for 
i} suspen But, a icture openly 
preaching 1 doctrine that had the 
police of the world on tl job the 
ither day A picture strong ¢ rch 

» incite riots in the ignorant 1 le 
borhoods. A picture that even in 
the Cameo, with i Broadway clien- 
tele had one of Whalen’s me ut 
| first show standing tens« nd 
got a cheer and applause from some 
parts of the audience at a finis tle 
i flashing Whither China?’ after 


rebels 


had conquered authorities on 


i : a tal . 

7 train VUTUcCring Ot Hysteria, 

| How such isms are born, strictly 
ifrom the raping, gouging, slaving 
| per spective on its members and 


| prospects by its leaders, is the story 


| 
jof “China Express.” 
Projected on Broadway two davs 
jafter the world riots, this picture 
jalso has other significances of com- 
n nist wl ope Michael Gold 
oung I ) who VA it ~ ot his 
VI dic t t ind ambitions to 
become i leader of isms in a re 
jcent issue of the “American Mer- 
| cury,” has written the titles for 
“China Express.” 
Gold clinches the action so that 
there can be no misinterpretation of 
its mission It is up to the minute 


verbiage, ringing even-of recent ex- 
cuses here of police activity. Armed 
cops, after they are shown firing 

volley into a defenseless horde and 
after corpses are close-upped with 
the Gold touch “Culture” flashed on 
the screen, are commended with this 


bit of reading matter: 
“No trouble, I assure you You 
handled the situation with expert 


efficiency.” 


Revolutions have been quelled 
and the Blue Express is once more 
steaming up to make the trip be- 


tween Suchoow and Nanking. Lich 
folk, including an European and an 
Oriental general, are shown enter- 
ing first-class compartments while 
merchants and Chinese college pro- 
fessors go second. Groveling cool- 


ies and young girls, heralded by 
Gold as slaves sold to textile fac- 
tories, are last. They are huddled 
into the freight cars. 


tefore the train gets underway, 
and it is fairly long in doing so, the 
principals are introduced. Chu Chal 


Wan, as a peasant, is first shown 
as submissive to the scheme of 
things His little sister, San Be 


(Continued on page 38) 
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CHARLES 
BICKFORD 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 


**Anna 
Christie” 





| tion with Max Factor’s Make-Up is 
_ of all Hollywood stars. 


When you see Charles Bickford in ‘ 


and remember it is Max Factor’s. 


Your inguiry on any make-up problem » 


tion. Address: Special Service Make-Up 
STUDIO, HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


At All Lead: 
FOR THE SCREEN 
Max Factor’s 
PANCHROMATIC 
and TECHNICOLOR 
MAKE-UP 














Max Factors Make-Up 
Used Exclusively 


The ease and facility with which you can create a true-to-life characteriza- 


one reason why it is preferred by 96% 


‘Anna Christie,” note the make-up... 


ill receive immediate attention. No obliga- 
Dept., MAX FACTOR MAKE-UP 
Hollywood Blvd. at Highland Ave. 


ng Drug Stores 


FOR THE STAGE 





Max Factor’s 


Theatrical Make-Up 
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LAWRENCE TIBBETT .. 


oS a THE EROGUE SONG 


A sensation in New York! 


SS Sa oops 


» ot Sa ee’ 


A smash hit in Los Adega 


a. ws OT e ~~ Standee business at Stillman, Cleveland! 


First Popular 
Priced Engagement 
at Stillman, Cleveland, 
-_electrifies the industry! 


LAWRENCE 


; : IBBE , ‘ “Rogue Song’ is likely to be- 


come the beacon that will 


The Biggest Thing in Talkies shine out in the world of the 


sound pictures as “The Birth 
T of a Nation” revealed the pos- 2 


sibilities of the silent picture.” 
The Big Ones are always -* Bp mecrewvins 


—Archie Bell, Cleveland News 
|W RLD! 








Your 
Newest 
Star! 


















os lic preview of Norma 
Shearer in ‘‘The Divorcee”’ 
i = 2 herald another M(G-M 
© “a Talkie b. o. sensation! 
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SOUND 


sound sound sound the hits are coming - the ear has finally co 





me into its own - it's a new EARa for you mister exhibitor - you are 
now in show business - welcome to our city - did you know tha 
t most of the big hits of the day are 
from metro - goldwyn - mayer pictures ? 
nowadays songs as well as stars 
are determining factors in the success 
of the photopl 
ay - its a jolly 
old bandwagon - 


take a ride for 
















yourself why d 
BANK ¥ NOTES 


THE MONEY HITS 
OF ANERICA 


Should | 


From "LORD BYRON OF BROADWAY” 


Chant of the Jungle 
From ‘‘UNTAMED” 


Cooking Breakfast for the One | Love 
From United Artists’ Production "BE YOURSELF!” 


That Wonderful Something 


From ‘‘UNTAMED”’ 
Charming 
From ‘‘DEVIL MAY CARE” 
When I'm Looking at You 
From “THE ROGUE SONG” 


How Am { To Know 
From *‘DYNAMITE” 


Just You, Just Me 
From ‘‘MARIANNE”’ 


Singin’ in the Rain 


From “HOLLYWOOD REVUE” 


Pagan Love Song 
From “THE PAGAN” 


ont you - m- 





g-m _ showmen 





know the value of spotting great songs 
in pictures - it’s an unbeatable combina 
tion and robbins m-g-m_ songs are the 
cream of the crop - get with | ! ! | 
~— 
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i’ CORPORATION 


799 SEVENTH AVE...) ))...NEW YORK CITY 
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You Cant Go Wrong LEO. FEIST. inc, or, BROADWAY 
With. Any FEIST “Song” (SAN FRANCISCO) (CINCINNATI (PHILADELPHI 


707 LYRIC THEA. BLOG, 1228 veatiaats:! i ST 

OE 7 ° 

wo menaninca sia = Cgsvece eer) CHICAGO 5 ‘CE 
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 276 COLLINS ST, 





Bi easiness dha March 12, 1930 * VERSES T ARIET il 


wla Is Singin 
‘FEISa HB 


Y FEI: 


: “TONAL “WALTZ HIt/ | 


YOU SO, 
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\ . NS VINCENT ROSE, 
FOX ‘TROT SONG/ . BENEE RUSSELL & 


e | HAROLD SOLOMON 


THERED WITH ME? 


SEYMOUR SIMONS °° 
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. é See" “THE LOVE WALTZ” 
through the night and two overseers, Story concerns the unbearably | : 
costumed like isnglish soldiers, dis- | painful trials and tribulations of | (All Dialog) 
pense with their booze and select | Kentucky gentlemen who like their | Berlin, March 1 
littl jeter . “tai > } 5 heir ‘cee enirite th : . 
ittle sister for entertainment, | jiquor hard and their horses spirited | .7 io. water.” Ufa. Recorded on Klang- 
meaning of ism dawn on | so they move to Arizona Out! gim. Erich Pommer production, Directed 
int Then the offender is! there thev become homesteaders | by Wil 1 Lillian Harvey and 
i vith one 1 i iim in lif to breed Willi 1 i tarred Georg Alexand 
t , ‘ t Fc } > » ov | featu i I »> Gloria Palast 
" ne peasan is st stalwart ho But the cards ar¢ 
juires the drunken pa t l ag m i t be 
iead man té do some pro ning Consequently the only way | Unquestionably the best ali-talkel 
shooting before ism asserts | one if the homesteaders can win a | produced in Germany todate. De- } 
| coming championship race is to hire spite its cost of approximately $200,- | 
p » this time there have n]|a champion rider. Lucky Larkin is | 000, it should make a nice profit on 
of the revolutionist emb the boy. Slated to ride for the the German talking version alone 
Why don’t we do ) >= »pposition, Larkin shifts to the chief Will have the English version and | 
and other such well yw! omesteader because he doesn't like the silent as cream. The Gloria Pa- 
- salutes as Listen to tt the looks his first boss | last, Berlin, is sold out nightly, with 
of the dav | Love interest only incidental] in] speculators in hordes and an extra 
; ; | 
ere are also cut-ins of ti : this picture. |} show added. It looks as though 
od oworld as a buuze-imlbil | they would get half the production | 
nade place of prodigals who] . cost out of this run alone. 
hilandering away things that Embarrassing Moments The story is just the sort of thing 
. eee ee (ALL DIALOG) that they do well on the Continent, 
cars into more comfot a rq versal production and release. Di-| a8 the success of the silent “Waltz 
P TT e ~¢ ’ >| ‘ . PFOGULUIO . —n - : " 7“ 
rs, at least on th wen The | recte William James Craft from story | Dream” proved in former days. It 
‘ral is shown selling-out to the |). ya Snell Dialog Earle Snell] ig a sentimental story with a Grau- 
pean, and so it goes, land Gladys Lehman Featuring Reginald stark motive playing in an imagi- 
hese, however, hardships | Denr Mer? Kenned Otis Harlan and : hie 2 : 
th ‘ ae wil “Austis At Loew's New York one | nary little German court, and it do€és 
Sg > ove ne ré : . . ys 7 » 4 > ; . 
coolles are over. They a | da March 6 Running time, 60 mins not take itseif at all seriously. 
to the cause Just anothe | ‘ : . ‘ 
1a , he need to sti is | For continental audiences Georg 
Shi of! € eet ( 5S = ‘ . } ‘ . 
norated in a choice parcel of A. prepostero story ut | : Alexander as the duke is the favor 
r¢ eC LT f se « ce ‘ y »7* ‘ : 4 
. : jtheless entertaining programmer.| ite, He is a light comedian with a 
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CHINA EXPRESS 


(Continued 


although 
victi 
until 


ige visuali 


xt 


station if they fail. 


headed for slavedom, 
circumstances. 
puffing 


Next to Nora I 


actor In 


film. sane, 
the 


Maynard is the draw. 


lies best the 
the train is 





nzing decapitation at 


the smaller grin@ houses or build 
ors ritt skets, etc., are . A 
liert 1 = eee Bovis up in the double feature houses 
— af ~ 7 + rol ‘aa a Story is an old rehash, entitely 
ent Oo masketS & Cc nissies, |. > ’ A i = ae 
incredible. It’s one of these 24-hour 
lesson here teaches that the 


hing mov 
the emergency period. 
one Brother Coolie gets wise to the 


when one of the cultured ene- 


slips off 
to 
he train 
for th 
the 
Ion: 


LUCKY LARKIN 


(SYNCHRONIZED) 


‘rsal production and release, starring 


Farley, 


N. 


Old line western, fitted to the in- 
lands and the double billers. 
Moves fast and, from the point of 


have 
the switch is leyal to the cause 


sudden 
“Whither, China?” 


Harry Todd, 
Charles Clary, Blue Washington. At Loew's 
New York, 
ning time, 63 mniutes, 


. 


love proposal and marriage affairs. 
Comedy situations and dialog main 
support. 


ible should be seized 
Then 


rns r , ic he ir 2 
that the train is carrying mu- Merna Kennedy is the os 
a After that it’s a battle in gaged to be married to William 

“rid ap ' tc ot 4 hea of the Austin, as the Puritanical fop. Aus- 
py yA always win tin would not be recognized were 
. ye c ay. ° 


he to play any other part than that 
of a sissified fop. Casting him for 
the identical role in each picture 
has begun to pall somewhat. 

Miss Kennedy discovers she does 
not love Austin and invents a fic- 
titious name, which she claims is 
her trial marriage husband. This, 
as would be expected, turns out to 
be Reg Denny, who then walks into 
the picture and saves the girl from 
the foppish caresses. 

Comedy is derived from Denny's 
attempts to hold a clandestine meet- 
ing with Miss Kennedy during the 
night, unable to do so because of 


the train and wires 
it derailed, the lad 


is rambling on with 
e cause, when there 
end, and Gold’s 


Waly. 


Maynard. Directed by Harry J. 
Story and adaptation by Marion |her father. 
Photographer, Ted McCord. Titles Adam Fuller, as the pompous and 
by Lesley Mason. Cast includes Nora Lane, exasperated father, stole the pic- 


Paul Hurst, 


ture and most of the laughs. Aus- 
tin’s strong English accent was 
strangely out of place in a buccolic 
mountain town. Another natural 
English accent here, that of Denny’s. 
Miss Kennedy looks maidenly sweet 
and speaks tn a like tone. 


one day, March 4. Run- 





view of the western fan, trails rap- | 


idly in action. Dramatics are off, 
from page 33) and most of the action is a horse | 
race that runs for one-fourth of the} 


FILM REVIEWS 


Tarzan is} 
film, but Ken] 
i 





Can support as the solo feature in| jot of charm and the ability to reg- 


; ister. Willi Fritsch loses nothing of 
his strong fem appeal in a talker, 
and Lillian Harvey does wonders 
with a not. too sympathetic role. 


From the rest of the cast Karl Ett- 
linger and Karl Ludwig Diehl stood 
out. Under Pommer’s very strict 
supervision Thiele has directed his 
players competently. Werner R. 
Heymann has delivered the score, 


which is always satisfactory. and 
culminates in the charming ‘Love 
Waltz” and the fox trot, “Where 


Have You Been All My Life, Little 
Boy?” which promises international 
possibilities. All in all, a knockout 


for the Continent, and one which 
keeps the audience continually 
howling. 


An English version under the su- 
pervision of Carl Winston, who 
came to Berlin with Sternberg, is 
ready for distribution. Lillian Har- 
vey, being of English extraction, 
played her role in both versions, and 
a young Englishman, John Batton, 
who has played in Hollywood, han- 
dled the Willi Fritsch character. 
Several of the other roks were 
played by American and English 
actors resident in Berlin, and Georg 
Alexander and the rest of the cast 
spoke their English with an accent, 
an alibi usually being found for this. 
To judge by several reels of a rough 
cut version which I saw in the pro- 





jection room,,the picture should go 








AMERICA’S PREMIERE ADAGIO ATTRACTION 





NOW 





FIRST ADAGIO TRIO in “LUCKY GIRL” 
FIRST ADAGIO FOUR in ZIEGFELD’ 


With Many Thanks to Messrs. S. L. Rothafel and Leon 
Leonidoff for Their Recognition of a Real Attraction to 


Feature in 





Managers and Producers in Search for a 


PRODUCTION SENSATION 


ROXY’S THIRD ANNIVERSARY 


MALINOFF’S 


ADAGIO OCTETTE 


SEE US 


ROOF AND 
“WHOOPEE” 





Booked 
for 
ROXY 


SAMUELS 
ATTRACTIONS 


Personal 
Rep. 


JERRY CARGILL 





— German Pictures 


| big in Great Britain, and should also 
| be pleasing to audiences in the 
| States as a novelty. 


“! Have No Faith in Women” 
(All Dialog) 


“Ich glaub nie mehr an eine Frau,’’ 

1elka, recorded on ‘Tobis Directed by 

Max Reichmar Richar fauber starred 
apitol theatre, 


' 

Richard Tauber, the star-of this 
talker, is unquestionably the biggest 
stage attraction in Germany. AS a 
tenor in operetta he receives a guar- 
antee of over $600 nightly, and he is 
worth every pfennig of it. Even in 
a weak sister like “The Land of 
Smiles,” the Lehar operetta at the 
Metropol theatre, he is packing thém 
in nightly. But on the screen he is 
quite another proposition. Only his 
moments of song redeem _ him. 
Otherwise his debits are his heavy 
body, which is lamed by an attack of 
organic rheumatism that has practi- 
j cally paralyzed one arm and his 
' physiognomy, which is anything but 
that of a matinee idol. To that must 





be added that he has very little 
ability as an actor. On the whole, 
his singing records excellent, espe- 


cially in the quiet passages, but few 
can see a future for him on the 
screen unless somebody can dig out 
a character role for which he shows 
aptitude. 

The story here and its direction 
are below standard. It is laid in 
Hamburg and plays among a group 
of returned sailors, with the leading 
figure a lad returned from the sea 
after years of absence, who falls in 
love with his own sister, whom he 
does not realize has become a pros- 
tie. When he discovers the truth he 
Ships again for the great broad 
spaces. Tauber only has a second- 
ary role, with no real part in the 
plot. He does the singing. When 
he sees a mother he sings a mother 
song; when he sees a dame, he sings 
a dame song, and so on. One really 
felt sorry for him until one thought 
of his salary. 

Once around for this in Germany 
on Tauber’s name. Trask. 


9 Special Holiday Shorts 


shorts for the 
nine outstanding holidays in the 
year, have been approved for Pub- 
lix by A. J. Balaban. 

Holidays to be covered by special 
novelty subjects aro, in the order 


Musical nevelty 


in which they arrive, Easter, 
Mother’s Day, Fourth of July, 
Armistice Day, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, New Year’s Day, Lin- 


coln’s Birthday and Washington's 
Birthday. 


Publix Convention in 
Chicago Talks Business 


Chicago, March 11. 
Convention of 200 Publix execu 
tives and divisional bosses opened 


Monday (10) at the Drake for a 
three-day session with neither Sam 
Katz, president, nor Sam Dembodw, 
Jr., vice-president, in attendance. 

Meetings were strictly business, 
| without banquets or program par- 
; ties. David Chatkin, John Balaban 
and J. J. Rubens assumed the bur- 
dens after all arrangements had 
been completed for smooth running 
by Jack Barry. 

Of the 200, 130 were from New 
York, arriving on a special. With 
the exceptions noted, all home office 
executives, divisional directors, ad- 
|vertising managers, bookers and 
|district managers, were present. 

Problems up for discussion were 
on product, of primary importance; 
stage presentations, shorts, national 
jadvertising, institutional advertis- 
ing and national and local exploita- 
tion. 





| Monday's opening session was 
idevoted to plans for an intensive 


|three-month business drive begin- 
ining in April, with $30,000 in prizes 





ifor employees throughout the cir- 
|cuit, excluding the home office. 


PAR PLAYING ‘KING’ DAY 
AND DATE WITH R-K.0 


Syracuse, March 11. 
R-K-O with the “Vagabond King” 
set for March 29, is burning up over 
publication of a full page ad for 
the picture in last Sunday’s Svyra- 
cuse “American,” in which the fea- 


ture is announced for the local Par- 
amount the same day. 

“The Vagabond King” was one of 
20 Paramount pictures purchased 


by Keith’s before Publix invaded 
the town. 

Paramount is said to have made 
several offers to R-K-O for resale of 
the feature, with latter sticking to 


the contract. 


Omaha's 15c Talkers 


Omaha, March 11. 





Change in Paramount policy was 
followed by the announcement that 
Harry Goldberg, former film buyer, 
is returning to the World Realty 
Co. to manage the Moon and Muse 
theatres, semi-neighbs, as l15c. tall 
ers, with Jules Rachman 

First houses of kind in this ec- 
tion. 


Fox West Coast in Il. 


Los Angeles, March 11. 


IKuox West Coast Theatres has 
bought the Palace and America, 
Johnson City, Ill, and Lyric and 
Orpheum, S::lem, Ill, from R. C. 
Cluster. 


Houses wiil be operated out of the 
St. Louis division under the 
vision of Tom Reid. 


MATESE CO. JUDGMENT 
The National Theatre Supply Co. 
ifiled a default judgment in the 
New York City Court last week 
against the Matese Theatrical Co., 
Ine. for $1,224 for merchandise. 

The papers were served on An- 
tonio Fidanza, managing director 
of the defendant, at 171 East llth 
street, 


super- 
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Clyde, 
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Roy, Anita Garvin, June 
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™<TANDARD 


BY WHICH ALL STAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT ES 
JUDGED ‘ 





























rane THE LASSITER BROS, » 


Former Featured Juveniles in “Murray Anderson’s Almanac” 
at Erlanger Theatre, New York 


Now Featured in Boris Petroff’s Unit “TIN TYPES” 


Presenting Their Original Comedy and Dancing Routine 


At PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK (Week March 7), with Entire Tour to Follow 


Thanks Boris for the Bicycie Ride 


Direction WM. MORRIS 
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HE world’s most popular tenor adds his name to the illustrious group of world fa- 

mous personages including Bernard Shaw, the Prince of Wales, Mussolini, Pope 
Pius, King Alphonso, President Hoover, Alfred E. Smith, who have spoken to the world 
through the life-like realism of Fox-Movietone. The first singing and talking motion 
picture starring John McCormack, whose voice will be heard now simultaneously in 
every corner of the civilized world, had its premiere at the Forty-fourth Street theatre, 
New York City, last night. 


Never has the press so unanimously acclaimed a talking and singing picture; the 
enthusiasm of the New York critics echoes the verdict of thousands of theatregoers 


storming the box-office of the Forty-fourth Street theatre today. 


Mr. McCormack extends his sincere congratulations to all those associated with 


him in his initial venture into the field of talking and singing motion pictures. 





s 4 ) | * 


John M°Cormack 


in 


“SONG O° MY HEART” 


Directed by FRANK BORZAGE _ Story by TOM BARRY 
Other Engagements 


FOX-LOCUST THEATRE 


Philadelphia 
Beginning March 20th 


MAJESTIC THEATRE 


Boston, Mass. 
beginning March 24th 


GRAUMAN’S CHINESE 
THEATRE 


April or May 
LONDON PREMIERE ~- 











Songs in the order in which they 
are sung by Mr. McCormack in 
“Song 0’ My Heart” 


“THEN YOU'LL REMEMBER ME” 


“A FAIRY STORY BY THE 
FIRESIDE” 


“JUST FOR TODAY” 

“|! FEEL YOU NEAR ME” 
“KITTY, MY LOVE” 
“THE ROSE OF TRALEE” 
“LOUGHI SEREN! E CAR!” 
“LITTLE BOY BLUE” 
“IRELAND, MOTHER IRELAND” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT OF 


DENNIS F. McSWEENEY 





in May or June 








565 Fifth Avenue, New York 








“A PAIR OF BLUE EYES” | 
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Units Pushed Out 


Desire for big first run spots fol 
the Paramount talking shorts is de 
clared likely to result in the drop 
ping of additional houses in the 
Publix unit tour. Seven houses tak- 
ing out the units this month bring 


Publix route 
be plaved ir 
partly 


down to 18 


because of poor biz on the 
figured important to provide more 
room in the important houses for 
the shorts product. 

Wherever units donot mean enough 
te business to kill any thought of 


their cancellation it is reported 
room will be made for additional 
talker shorts, one inside source go- 
ine so far as to predict that the 
route may be trimmed to only New 
York, Chicago and a couple other 
big keys. Outside of New York, it 


ise claimed Chicago, Boston, Detroit, 
Buffalo and St. Louis are doing ex- 
ceptionally well and units could not 


very well be eliminated in these 
cities. Minneapolis, New Haven, 
Indianapolis, and the Warner-Stan- 
ley quartet using Publix units are 
less certain. Minneapolis is now 
the farthest west the unit shows 
go, 


W-S Murmurs 

Jersey City, Newark, Philadelphia 
and Pittsburgh are the Warner 
spots taking the shows. Occasional 
trouble over changing of unit rou- 
tines, failure to stick to running 
time and undercurrent murmurs of 
dissatisfaction now and then from 
the Warner-Stanley end renders it 
@ question of how long the WB de- 
luxers will continue as at present. 

Outside of Toledo, houses in the 
Publix croup of seven going all- 
sound, with notices to stage hands 
and musicians rendering vaude pol- 
feles not in the cards, are Des 
Moines, Omaha, Denver, Dallas, 
San Antonio and New Orleans. All 
drop units this week. Date on To- 
ledo, originally set as March 27 for 
the all-sound policy, is now in- 
definite. 


= eee 


Petty Assets Ignored 
In Rich’s Bankruptcy 


A ladies’ traveling bag, a trunk, 
set of golf clubs and bank -Falance 
of $4 in the National City Bank, 
which Fred Rich failed to list in his 
voluntary bankruptcy petition, near- 
ly jammed him when creditors at- 
tempted to prove wilful withholding 
of these facts. 

After nearly two years of liti- 
gation, Ref. Davis in the U. S. Dis. 
Court found for Rich and discharged 
bim from bankruptcy. 

Rich’s claim was that the golf 
clubs, trunk and bag belonged to his 
wife, from whom he was separated, 
and were not within his control. As 


on 


In Favor of Ist Run Talking Shorts 
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Publix Stages 





| 


weeks to} 
| 
19, They were picked 


stage shows but also because it was | 





for the bank balance, he averred he 
had forgotten about it when he made 
@ut the petition. 

Rich is musical director of WABC, 
Golumbia system. He was repre- 
gented by Attorney Julius Kendler. 


assets, none. 
' All-Irish Bill 

An all-Irish bill has been booked 
for Keith's, Flushing, L. I, for the 
last half this week. 

Show includes Hollywood Col- 
fegians, Brady and Wells, Kelly 
Dancers, Eddie Nelson and “A Day 
ia a Night Nursery.” 


PAT CASEY BACK 
Pat Casey is due back in 
York today (Wednesday). 
With his return preparations will 
start for the organization of the 
national midnight benefit drive for 
the N. V. A 
Johnny Marvin, M. C. 
Johnny Marvin opens at 
Keith-Albee, White Plains, 
day (March 22) as m.c. He suc- 
eeeds Peter Higgins, who then 
rounds out a 24 weeks’ stay in the 
Westchester vaudfilm. Higgins has 
been placed under a long-termer by 








New 





the 
Satur- 


Keith's, and will be routed as a 
single. 
Stage band policy is to be con- 


tinued at the White Plains house. 
Kane, Ass’t to Godfrey 
Jimmy Kane, covering bills and 
new acts lately for the Keith book- 
ing office, has been transferred to 
the New York book to serve as 
George Godfrey's assistant. 
He will double up with Dolph 
Leffler, Godfrey's other assistant. 


His liabilities were listed at $11,758; | 





Backstage Pests 


The backstage pest must go, 


This is the avowal of the 
R-K-O offices having taken 
action on eliminating pass 
abuses at. the front doors, it is 
going toe wipe out the birds 


who pester the back 
Many of the pests 


Stages, 
have no 


e ft yenture 


excuse to even back 
and attempt every 
to crash. 

Those going back on 
mate biz and properly 
by the management 
taken care of, but 
must stay away. 


AL TRAHAN IN SHOW 
REQUESTS NO BILLING 


Al Trahan under 
gagement to “The Little Show’ 
ducers for the 


legiti- 
vised 
will be 


the’ others 











has gone en- 


pro- 
that 
production, Re- 
May 1. 

Yukona Cameron, with the Trahan 
turn in vaude, will be in the 
way production. 

Charlie Morrison, Trahan’s regu- 
lar agent, made the show arrange- 
ment. Trahan is relieved from 
R-K-O bookings after May 1, un- 
der a promise to fulfill the unplayed 
time at a future date. 

At Trahan’s own reauest no spe- 
cial billing or advance work is to 
be given him until after the new 
“Little Show” has opened. Last 
season Fred Allen was its chief co- 
median, 


next edition of 


novelty stage 


hearsals are to start 


sroad- 


HELD $1,100 ON ACT 


Durante Trio Refuses Newark Pay- 
off—Damage to Props Claimed 
Newark, N. J., March 11. 
When pay iime occurred at Proc- 
tor’s Friday night, Clayton, Jackson 
and Durante found $1,100 had been 
deducted from their salary. Lou 
Clayton refused to acknowledge the 
alleged indebtness and the trio left 
the theatre without salary. 
George Godfrey of the R-K-O 
booking office is said to have au- 
thorized the deduction, with the al- 


jLake Michigan, 


'the lake between 
land St. 


known rus€ |/puzz Eagle will be atditor. 





legation that the amount represent- 
ed the damage the act had done to 
theatre props while in the R-K-O 
metropolitain houses. Newark was 
the closing of the three boys R- 
K-O provincial tour. 

Another portion of the claim men- 
tioned transportation charges for 
the act. Nothing had been said to 
the boys in their preceding R-K-O 
theatres about any accumulating 
amounts for “damages” or other- 
wise. 


ee 


FLATBUSH SHIFTS 

A minor reorganization at War- 
ners’ Flatbush studio replaces about 
six persons holding secondary posi- 
tions. 

Dick Foy, brother of Bryan Foy, 
who has been acting as assistant 
casting director under Stuart Stew- 
art, is among those out. 

Marge Besdine, from the cutting 
department, has been promoted to 
script girl. 

Murray Roth, head of production, 
returned last week from a _ shert 
vacation in Miami. 


Minnevitch'’s Unit 
Borah Minnevitch and Harmonica 
Band have been signed for a re- 
peat over Publix Circuit and will 
head a new unit “Smart Smarties,” 
booked in for 17 weeks and open- 
ing in New Haven, March 20, 
Rose Kessner and McGarry 
Owen go with the same unit, 


_— ee 


and 


High Fever, But On 
Carrie and Eddy dropped 
the Palace, New York, bill 
when the girl of the act 
ill to continue, 

Carrie went on Saturday 
fever, refusing to cancel 


oo —— — — 


out of 
Monday 
was too 
with 103 


——E 


Loew’s, Friday, St. L. 
St. Louis, March 11, 
Loew's State will change to Fri- 
day openings instead of Saturdays, 
March 21, 








TINK HUMPHREY’S RESORT 


Former Keith Exec Using Vaude 
Oidtimers in Amusement Spot 








Chicago, March 11. 
Claude (‘Tink’) Humphrey, for- 
merly general western manager for 
Keith's, is building a summer play- 
lground along the: southern tip of 
He is taking along 
vaude's oldtimers as 





some of asso- 


ciates, 


| 


Humphrey bought 250 acres along 
Benton Harbor 
Mich., for an 18- 


Joseph's, 


ijhole public golf course, now nearly 


ready. An aviation field and club- 
ihouse also are under construction. 
Charlie Van will run the club- 


house, Glen Burt the aviation field, 


and Henry Catalino the restaurant 
Spot is in the center of a popular 


summer section for performers. 


Percentage Is Out 





Acts; Flat Pay 





No more stage attractions will be 
R-K-O. 
Reported opinion is that percentage 
arrangements with acts played on 


played on percentage by 


that basis have not been 
benefit to the circuit. 
t-K-O's 


has been 


of any 


past percentage system 
to guarantee the 
plus a 


acts a 
set sum split over stipu- 
lated average business at each the- 
atre played. Usually the percent- 
age split with the acts has 
50%. 


Position 


been 


of R-K-O is that if act 
the amount gambled on, 
there is no reason for not paying 
the act an equal straight salary 
without either party gambling, Ex- 


perience has shown that when a 
percentage attraction failed to draw 
a substantial amount for a split, the 
set amount guaranteed and paid 
without the percentage money was 
more than the act was worth to 
the theatre. 

Percentage playing of acts also 
tends to make public the theatre 
grosses and other inside stuff that 
would not otherwise be uncovered. 
R-K-O has always held out 
against playing pictures on percent- 
age, preferring to pay flat rental on 
all films. 


is worth 





COLORED TEAM LOSES 


Buck 





and Bubbles Can't 
Contract or Agreement 


Break 





New York Supreme Court has 
denied the motion of Ford Lee 
Washington and John W. Sublett 
(Buck and Bubbles) for injunction 
against interference from R-K-O, 
William Morris, Nat Nazarro, Louis 
H. Saper and Jacob H. Marcus. 
Court decision having ended the 
litigation, the colored team reopened 
for Keith’s this week in Newark, 
N. J., ds per contract. 

Buck and Bubbles sought release 
from the ties which bind them to 
Keith's until September, 1931, and 
to Jacob Marcus, New York hotel 
man who purchased their contract 
with Nat Nazarro (bankrupt) at 
referee’s auction for $250, for the 
same period, 

R-K-O contended the change in 
intermediary had no effect on the 
agreement made with the team 
through Nazarro. 


Reroute for Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, March 11, 

Publix units are to be re-routed 
after April 4, to give Stanley here 
break on opening. House has been 
starting new shows on Friday, with 
scenery barely reaching here from 
Mastbaum, Philadelphia, in time for 
the first show. As result, openings 
have been ragged and schedules dis- 
rupted. 

Units have been taking week lay- 
off here before opening in Buffalo. 

Beginning next month, they will 
move directly from Philadelphia to 
Buffalo, taking the lay-off there, and 
getting here in time to be set and 
rehearsed night before. 

To bridge the gap, Stanley has 
booked Ted Lewis’ band in for week 
of April 4, doing without regular 
Publix unit at that time, 





For R-K-O0 Name 


R-K-0's Prize Winning Division 
Is St. Louis With Vaude Credited 








Another Funny Salary 
Ann Seymour is appearing at 
the New York Palace this week 
with salary set for her first 
time as a single act at $2,000. 

An odd condition of the en- 
gagement is that if Miss Sey- 
mour holds over at the house 
it is mutually understood her 
salary for the two weeks shall 
be $3,500. 

The other funny Palace sal- 
ary arrangement som6 weeks 
ago was with the agreement 
that if the act held over it 
would receive $500 more than 
the salary named in the con- 
tract. 











MIND READER DOES BIZ; 
RABOID’S FULL WEEKS 


Mind 


complished 


reading to have ac- 
that flash 
and freaks have failed to do 


in the Comerford houses. 


seems 
something 


acts 


So much more so that the Amal- 
gamated Vaude Agency has been in- 
structed by chief to 
book in Rajah Raboid for full weeks, 
not only in 


its operating 


the theatres playing 
combos but in the straight picture 
houses, 

Buddy Irwin took a chance with 
the mind reader and following biz 
reports in Providence, Wilkes-Bar- 
re and Scranton, the Comerford of- 
fice has the Rajah set for others, 
some of the dates including houses 
heretofore barren of stage attrac- 
tions. 

Raboid does all 
and ballyhoos, 


kinds of stunts 
drives blindfolded 
through the streets and stages a 
special morning matinee for the 
ladies only, as well as getting radio 
tie-ups. 





Pan, Toronto, Breaks 
Record with R-K-O Vaude 


Toronto, March 11. 

Fred Schaefer who quit Shea’s 
Buffalo house to take over Pantages 
here is through. Hamilton man 
takes his place with Jack Arthur 
of the Uptown (FP) in indirect con- 
trol at Pantages. 

With RKO bookings commencing 
at once name Pantages will be 
changed to Imperial and the over- 
head raised a couple of grand in 
hopes of attracting biz. At present 
house is a Saturday night stand 
with dullness in between in spite 
of fair programs. 

First week of new management 
saw “Kibitzer” set new house record 
at $23,000 more than $11,000 of 
which was clicked in the first day. 

Pantages name becomes Palace 
in Hamilton, where some RKO 
bookings will play. George Stroude 
in charge. Seats 2,300. Hamilton 
United Theatres has also sold the 
Capitol to Famous Players. Seats 
2,250 with Leonard Bishop in charge. 

Mike Shea’s agreed to RKO 
vaude booked in opposition to his 
own houses here. 








Acts in Fowler Shorts 


Los Angeles, March 11, 
Fowler Studios will start on its 
new program of talker shorts April 
1. RCA recording. 
Each short will 
three vaude acts. 


FOR HATTONS’ SHORT 


be made up of 





Shorts produced this week at 
Warners’ Flatbush studio include 
“Taxi Talks,” by Frederick and 


Fannie Hatton. Complete cast is 
Mayo Methot, Katherine Alexander, 


toger Pryor, Vernon Wallace and 
Evelyn Knapp. 
Ryan and Lee, from vaude, also 


recorded. 


Another Butterfield Split 
Chicfgo, March 11. 


Keith's local booking office adds 


a new Butterfield house to its books 
April 16, 

On that date the Michigan cir- 
cuit, long affilisted with Keith's 


by booking arrangement, opens the 
new Michigan at Jackson, Mich, 





Split week bills. 


vv 
Tom Soriero, manager of R-K-O's 


St. Louis division, which 
City, 
leans and St. 
of the watch emblematic of the best 
profit grosser among R-K-O's 12 
managers 
Month” (February). 

Lew Golding, New York State die 
vision, takes second place, and Nate 
Biumberg, mid-wesi, third. 
York City division (Charlie 
Donaid) is fourth. 

Much of the credit for Sorieo’s 
success in his St. Louis territory 
during the Plunkett month drive is 
placed with the vaudeville playing 
the theatres under his direction 
since inception there of the four-act 
intact road shows booked by Charles 
Freeman. The recent bills in the 
winning district have been reported 
high on an average and are deemed 
the direct cause of the improved 
grosses, since the normal run of pice 
tures available to the R-K-O stands 
in Soriero’s section is not strong, as 
is the case on the rest of the circuit, 

Arthur Freudenfeld, exploiter un-« 
der Soriero, put the publicity end 
of the St. Louis territorial drive 
over, 


takes in 


Kansas Memphis, New Ore 


Louis, is the winner 


division 
Plunkett 


during “Jos, 


New 
Mace 


Blumberg’s Work 

Big honors are due Nate Blume 
berg for copping third place with 
his work in the mid-west and Chi- 
cago division. Blumberg has done 
wonders with the recently failing 
spots under his direction, and has 
lifted the mid-west for R-K-O into 
the money making class, being a 
large contributing factor in R-K-O’s 
declared profits for the last period. 

Complete standing of the dozen 
R-K-O division managers for the 
Plunkett month contest is: Soriero, 
St. Louis; Golding, New York 
State; Blumberg, Chicago; Mac« 
Donald, New York City; Winston, 
New England; Firnkoess, Ohio; 
Beehler, Brooklyn; Emde, West« 
chester; Vincent, West Coast? 
Saunders, Washington; Carrier, 
Northwest: McCurdy, Minneapolis, 
in that order, 











Act-Cuts for Films 


Vaude shows are cut to three acts 
the last half this week in eight 
Keith houses in Brooklyn and 
Westchester playing “Hit the Deck” 
(Radio). They will be similarly cut 
in the entire Greater New York 
territory the last of March when 
“Sally” (CE.N.) is played. 

The F.N. special plays the R-K-O 
New York houses entire week of 
March 22 and the Brooklyn and 
Westchester vaudfilms March 29. 





REISMAN CANCELED 


Casino Complained of Orchestra 
Doubling in R-K-O Vaude 





Leo Reisman’s vaude dates were 
not discontinued by R-K-O, as re- 
ported, but cancelled by Reisman, 
Report read that R-K-O office had 
refused to renew its option with 
Reisman, 

The office held no option on Reis« 
man’s services, Vaude’ contract 
called for six or seven weeks, only 
one of which was played. The re- 
mainder was cancelled by Reisman, 
due to the Central Park Casino 
complaining because Reisman was 
playing neighborhood houses and 
billed as an R-K-O orchestra, in- 
stead of using the Casino billing. 
Some of the boys also took ill with 
laryngitis, His radio contract with 
R-K-O expired last night (Tues- 
day). 

Reisman is now reported to be on 
the fence between another offer 
from R-K-O and a deal with Pub- 
lix. 


Leo Reisman departed for Ha-« 
vana this week. He will remain 
there for at least two weeks. His 


band will continue at the Casino, 





S. F. Club Dep't 
San Francisco, March 11. 

or the first time out here RKO 
is establishing a club department 
With Phil Frease in charge. 

Formerly this department 
handled through the divisions 
booking office in Los Angeles. 


was 


——— 


King, King and King, hoofing trio 
have been booked for 12 weeks over 





the Loew presentation time. 
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Chicago R-K-0 Agencies Reduced 
From 13 to 8—Let Outs Can Double 


—_—____—— - 

Chicago, March 11, 
A shift among the Chicago 
R-K-O agents, not as drastic as 


occurred in New York, will occur 
shortly. William Diamond, R-K-O 
western booking head, announced 
that in place of 13 agencies there 
will be eight, with the offices con- 
solidating. 

Agents remaining will be Sam 
Roberts, Bill Jacobs, Max Richards, 
Mort Infield, Milton Berger, Lew 
Goldberg, Ed Morse and Greenwald 
& Weston. Offices eliminated 
individual agencies are Lou Holleb, 
Gty Perkins, Tommy Burchill, 
Harry Danforth and John Bills- 
bury. 

Sach of these offices will become 
associated with one of the eight 
remaining franchised agents. 

Execption is Lou Holleb, out en- 


as 


tirely because of an infraction of 
rules. 

Tommy Burchill goes with the 
Richards agency, John Billsbury 
with Goldberg, Harry Danforth 


with Berger, and Guy Perkins with 
Greenwald & Weston. 

The change-over will go into ef- 
fect in about 30 days. Agents 
doubling up will retain their own 
acts, but will represent the 
Associated Agencies. 

New order for the R-K-O west- 
ern booking floor is that only one 
agent or representative will be al- 
lowed on the floor at a time, 


NO SECOND BILLING, 
HEALY QUITS PALACE 


Objecting to billing, Ted Healy | 
walked out on his scheduled third 
week at Keith’s Palace, New York. 

R-K-O asked Healy to accept 
billing second to Ann Seymour in 
view of it being his third straight 
week at the Palace. Healy declined. 
Miss Seymour is the current Pal- 
ace headliner at a reported salary 
of $2,000, single. Healy’s $5,500 was 
for himself and a crew of stooges. 

Report was that Healy was agree- 
able to splitting headline billing 
with Miss Seymour, but the latter, 
with R-K-O support, held out for 
the top line, Things were peaceful 
until the question of billing came 
up Friday morning, day before 
opening. 

Thursday night after the show 
on the Palace stage Miss Seymour 
and Healy rehearsed a bit they 
would have done had Healy stuck 
tor the third week. They were to- 
gether recently in “A Night in 
Venice.” 

At the Palace last week, his sec- 
ond, Healy was billed at the bot- 
tom of the lithographs, with Henry 
Santrey on top and John Tiller’s 
Sunshine Girls, pony line, whder-¢ 
neath in equal type. In his first 
week Healy was sole headliner. 

His objections, from accounts, 
Were based on the differences be- 
tween his salary and Miss Sey- 
mour’s. At $5,500, previously re- 
Ported at 36,000, Healy is the high- 
est paid act in vaudeville at the 
present time. 

» Fox has a picture deal on with 
the comedian. He is said to be| 
engaged for the Fox talker, “A 
Connecticut Yankee,” as the lead. 


also 




















Big Benefit Season 





The demand for celebs and 
show people to take 
“benefits” has never been so 
great as now. 

According to one checkup 
some 15 are scheduled for 
March and April. 

And all want worthwhile 
stage talent for nothing. 


mart ; 
part in 











LAM AND SLAM 


HUBBIES OPEN 
CHI. SEASON 


Chicago, March 11. 

Spring is almost here, and some 
of the femmes are obeying that im- 
pulse. Divorce lawyers took their 
feet off tlte desks for the first time 
this year. 

Two weeks ago, during a cold 
snap, Helene Mudge Conway with- 
drew her bill for divorce from 
Edgar A. Conway, interior dec- 
orator. Last week the thermometer 
climbed and she filed a new peti- 
tion. Charges ar2 general cruelty, 
and a couple of specific socks. Mar- 
riage was a Crown Point incident 
in March, 1918. Separation in Jan., 
1926. 

Harry Dobbins says Alma Dob- 
bins was just a bouncer but loved 
his work. Constant practice, she 
adds, made him “theatre bouncer 
extraordinary.” According to her 
successful suit for divorce he 
learned everything at home, by 
scratching in 1928, clawing her in 
1929 and “nearly pawing her to 
death” at various times. The Dob- 
bins were hitched Dec. 27, 1926. 

Being a good. speller, Irving 
Eisenman filed suit for divorce for 
Viola Zollicoffer (McKinley), nite 
club entertainer, against George 
Barney Zollicoffer. Miss McKinley 
charges desertion and cruelty, in- 
cluding left to jaw and left to ear 
and left out the door. ‘They mar- 
ried on Independence Day, 1928, in 
Kankakee, and separated Feb., 1929. 

Alicia Cripps, legit, was granted 
a divorce from Kernan Cripps, also 
a performer. Grounds were deser- 
tion, with Cripps leaving in July, 
1925, just previous to birth of their 
child. Mother secured custody of 
the kid. 

Henry Stitzberg, who 
eral Chicago picture houses, is 
charged with pugilistic tendencies 
in the suit filed by Rita Stitzgerg. 
They separated Jan. 4, 1930. Ben 
Erhlich filed the suit. Ehrlich is 
also handling legal details for Erica 


owns sev- 


DeLaby against Edward DeLaby, 
both vaude performers. Gertrude 
Fine, concert singer, against 


Lawrence M. Fine, local lawyer, is 
another marital disagreement 
scheduled for early discussion. 


Le Maire and Schreiber in 
Morris’ Coast Agency 





Hollywood, March 11. 
7 o ; 
Skelly s Stage Return Rufus LeMaire and Lew Schrei- 
Hal Skelly, another from the stage | be® have been added to the staff 
who has had a spell in talkers, re- of the local William Morris agency 


turns to vaude March 15, at 
Palace, Chicago, with other 
set as March 22, Coliseum, 
March 29, Palace, New York. He| 
will again do “The Chump,” with 
Peggy Hope and Eunice Sauvain. 
Talkers Skelly appeared in were | 
“Dance of Life,” and “Woman 
Trap.” 


the 
dates | 
and | 





MONKEY STUFF | 


Hollywood, March 11. | 


Nellie, Bozo and Betty, of a vaude | 
monkey act will be in 12 two-reel 
monkey comedies. 

Produced for Tiffany release. j 


They are to work with Murray Feil 
and Walter Herzburn, both of whom 


were brought on here from New 
York by William Morris, Jr. last} 
week. 

William Perlberg, who resigned, 


effective April 1, will aid in break- 


ling the quartet in before he leaves 


Schreiber for the past eight vears 
has been on the Al Jolson staff. 





UTICA LIKES VAUDE 


Utica. Maren i1. 
Treated to one week of R-K-O 
iude at -obbins’ Colonial, Utic ans 


have shown favor for it. 
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MAY BE 48 WEEK 
FOR VAUDE AbTs 


If Adopted as Now Believed, 
Will Start Operating by 
Labor Day — Preliminary 
Experiment Successfully 


Launched 





UNIQUE SYSTEM PLAN 


| 


| The entire Loew circuit, from the 
Capitol, New York (de luxer), down 
| to the last house on the books get- 


| ting vaudeville regularly, may turn 


the unit form of entertainment 


to 
| next season, with the picture house 
stage shows thus assured of between 
| 45 and 50 dates. 

Proposal to adopt the unit shows, 
as produced for the Loew de luxers 
jand now played in 11 vaudfilms 
} houses once a month as a change of 
; diet, was brought up at a recent 
| cabinet meeting of Loew’s. It is re- 


ported under serious consideration. 

As discussed thus far, the unit 
System throughout the Loew chain 
| would be put into operation by La- 


bor Day, when the new theatrical 
season gets under way. Although 


nothing definite has yet been de- 
cided, a vaudfilm here and there 
may be added to the present unit 
| route before then to further test the 
advisability of trimming the whole 
Loew vaude route to a couple houses 
or nothing. 

Between now and Labor Day 
Loew’s may also start routing the 
de luxer-produced stage shows for 
the 11 vaudfilms in the south and 
middle west as a weekly proposition 
rather than now, when they play 
only one week in a month, regular 
vaude bills taking care of the other 
weeks. 


Good Results 

Unusually fine results from the 
presentation units once monthly in 
the 11 vaudfilms led to the discus- 
sion in Loew’s to consider this as 
the policy throughout the chain next 
fall, it is said. 

Conversion of the entire Loew 
chain to this policy would mark the 
first big circuit step toward the 
elimination of the present system of 
vaude and bills, in deference to the 
unitized shows as popularized in the 
big de luxers by Publix, Loew’s and 
others. 

Loew’s system on the units is 
unique. The stage shows are elab- 
orately produced and open at the 
Capitol, New York, for a tour of 
1244 weeks, the half week being Can* 
ton, O., to filla jump. On complet- 
ing this tour of the de luxers, the 
units are brought back east and re- 
vamped for the once-monthly rout- 
ing into 11 vaudfilms. They are 
taken to Yonkers and whipped into 
shape. 

The Loew Changes 
The general structure of the units, 
(Continued on page 43) 


aa i 





Once More “No Dirt’ Order Issued 
For Keith Houses In or Cut of N. Y. 








He Seen It 


“Can you imagine that guy 
yelled 
a New York flash act producer 
to everyone who would listen. 

“I seen it over in London and 
brought it over here. My own 
idea, and he cops it. The 
crook!” 


copping my own idea?” 











EDUCATING BY 


NUMBER ACTS 





IN R-K-0 BILL 


A peculiar twist to R-K-O’s policy 
of playing three acts with a big pic- 
ture and playing five acts with pro- 
of the 
now judging 
picture by 


grammers the rest year is 
that the customers are 


the the 


the worth of 


number of acts billed. 

They have been taught that when 
there are only three acts on the bill 
they will see a longer running and 
better picture than ordinary. When 


the:- see the usual five acts billed 
they expect the customary pro- 
grammer. 





Cook and Vernon Marriage 
Not Valid, Finds Referee 


Attorney Julius Kendler has filed 
a motion in the New York Supreme 
Court asking for affirmation of the 
recommendations of the findings of 
Referee John Proctor Clarke, fav- 
oring an interlocutory decree of an- 
nulment for Jean Cook from Frank 
Robertson Cook, 

The pair were known in vaude 
as Cook and Vernon and married 
in 1918. 

Miss Cook in seeking an annul- 
ment claimed Cook’s marrying her 
was bigamous, as he was not div- 
orced from his first wife when the 





second ceremony occurred, She 
averred that discovery of this fact 
cnly became known. to her last 
fall. 

Cook’s first wife is known as 


Blanche Elsie Taylor, 


Fitzgerald & Foy, Agents 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Leo Fitzgerald, New York agent, 
and Charlie Foy, of the Foy family, 
have formed a partnership. 
They will open an office to engage 
in film casting. 











Traveling Band Leaders as M. C.s; 
Replacing Stationary Publix M. C.'s 





| 


Band attractions are being signed 
by Publix so that their leaders can 
masters of ceremonies and 
travel along with the,unit in ac- 


1 the recent 


| 
preniy € 
| cord incé 


with decision 


j} to cut out the stationary m.c.s ex- 


cepting Rudy Vallee. 

Larry 
hestra, and 
band. Wherever 
orchestra and other acts 
for the traveling 
with the Publix 
Last week Art Kahn 
New 


new 


Engaged for units are 


Rich 


Horace 


and Friends, or 
Heidt and 


possible 





hat ean double 
; 


m.c. work will be 


stage shows. 


the Paramount, 


opened at 


| Heaven, in “Dancing Keys, 





| Charlie 


| 


has a act and is 


the 


unit. He piano 
doubling as m.c. 

Where orchestra or 
not available and do not fit in con- 
veniently for doubling m.c., 
Publix will use others to handle the 
m.c.ing, if possible, s 
ers over the Publix tour 
been thrown out of 
Davis, m.c., 


other acts are 


the 
tationary lead- 
who have 
their jobs. 
formerly at the 


Indiana, Indianapolis, and Ed Low- 
ry, m.c., formerly at the Ambas- 
sador, St. Louis, wil travel with 
units as m.c.’s. 

Because of Vallee’s contracts 
with the Villa Valles and for 
broadcasting, Publix cannot ise 
him as a traveling m. He will 


indefinitely at the Para- 
Brooklyn. 


remain 
mount, 


aN 


No further or future room for 
dirty gags on Keith’s vaudeville 
stages. This edict once again comes 
from Hiram S. Brown through the 


booking office to all acts playing 
or about to play R-K-O theatres, 


It goes for all acts. The big acts, 
lately the worst offenders, are par- 
ticularly requested to forget the 
blue stuff and clean up. No matter 
how big or important, says R-K-O, 
any turn refusing to abide by the 





censorship rules will be advised its 


| services are no longer required. 

| At one of the New York Keith 

| theatres last week a fairly promi- 
nen single man refused to comply 


with the house manager's demands 


that he eliminate several alleged 
offensive lines. Unable to censure 
| the act, the manager called up the 
booking office for advice. He was 


instructed to repeat the request to 
cut, and if the act refused a second 
time to turn him out of the theatre. 


Booking office would back up the 
manager, a booking exec declared, 


Reported to be the real cause of 
| Keith’s adoption of a sterner atti- 
| tude against blue gag users was 
the case of Ted Healy at the Pal- 
ace two weeks ago. At $6,000 he is 
one of vaudeville’s highest salaried 
jnames and in his first Palace week 
| was conceded to mean something al 
ithe box office. 
15 Cuts 

The R-K-O president was so un- 
favorably impressed with Healy’s 
unbridled use of dirt gags he per- 
sonally ordered Healy, through the 
bookers, to desist. During the week 
over 15 cuts were ordered in Healy's 
act, and on the last day of the week 
they were still cutting. 

Since Keith’s gag censorship bu- 
reau passed out after a brief exis- 
tence, censoring has been left to the 
house managers. Recent violations 
have been prevalent out of town, 
more so than in New York, with 
the out of town manager's hands 
tied beyond giving orders. 

The same order seems a periodical 
event by Keith’s. The last time is- 
sued the rules were to “ring down 
the curtain” if disobeyed. No Keith 
curtain has been rung down, ac- 
cording to the record. 


FREE “NIGHTS” BY ACTS 
STOPPED IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, Maren 11. 
A music publisher around town, 
getting acts to do songs and bits at 








cafes, has started an epidemic of 
cafe chiselers who pester acts to 
work for nothing. 

This “theatrical night” fad has 


met with quick opposition from the 
vaude managers here. R-K-O west- 
ern office and Balaban & Katz have 
ordered that none of their acts, or 
m. ¢.’s shall appear to strut their 
stuff in ballrooms or cafes. 


LOEW’S TAKES PHIL BAKER 


Loew’s has booked Phil Baker for 
a route, opening March 22 at the 
Metropolitan, Brooklyn. 

With Loew's, Baker is reported 
| receiving his Keith salary, $4,000. 





Cohen, Asst. to Schenck 
Leo Cohen, in charge of benefits 
in the Loew office? is now on the 
books as assistant to Marvin 
Schenck. 





~~ 


Marcelle Trio, formerly with An- 





tole Friedland’s act, opened for two 
weeks Monday, at the H ilton 
Hotel, Bermuda Booked through 
Arthur Krau 
Leo J Fiteh; Brunswii Balke-Col- 
|lender ¢ $104. 
| Fortune Gallo; T. Ruffo; cost $128 
Mercantile Delivery Co. and N. ¥Y 
Telegrs Corp.; J. Helland $500, 
Truvision Projection Screen Corp.; F 
( Lerwee $1,275 


Marguerite Veiller; American Play Co.; 

ost $ 

Fox Theatres lantic Nat. 
} f He $49 142 

| Independent Motion Picture Exhibitors 

Assn.;\. ¥. Tel. Co.; $116. 


Corp.: At 


i n 
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p prattfallian comedians like you and me. 
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Club Bookings Looked U amino!” /V ML A. Will Not Arbitrate Cas 
ul 0 Ings 00 e pon as May Return Going in Avalon and ases 
6 e Capitol ¥ 
Salvation dy Jobless Indies)»: x ss «ow! Where Over 5% Commish Is Charged 
mation this week for the Fanchon ; 0 
& Marco Ideas to play regularly in 
both the Avalon and Capitol the- 
Indie vaude bookers, hard hit in |PANTACES’ N. y, OFFICE atres, Chicago, with still a third As the result of numerous recent | booking services, in addition to the 
the east, are going in for club busi- | house there to be played Pevdnigd IN| cases in which 10% was the rate of | Customary 5% for the Loew office 
} the season. F & M units have been tes t,o -...:.,..| from dates played. 
ness on a big scale. They claim | FINALLY ABANDONED doing some spotty booking in the | commission saverves, the Variety OR GE St So 
that there’s as much to be made houses with Marco expecting to| Managers’ Association reiterates its with rey act under the grate: 
from this field, if not more, than : : ee close up the regular weekly place-/| standing declaration that the Joint] cals for that amount of cetmiesion 
there was from vaude. 2 ow York Pantages office. ment before he goes west. Complaint Bureau will not enter-| and declines to issue a release , 
i im i ; which once offered acts around 3° National Theatres Corp. controls/ tain complaints wherein the amount] the 10 remaining weeks el Pat 
This claim is partly substantiated weeks was officially washed up ihn tame boutne Sti Ge Aveiie | at manimaienion dake Sor ait ne remaining weeks for which 
one it nee : : ws 2 neg ses. p fave CES paid by an act to an! Cariton and Bellew are signed. 
by the large increase in the use of | Friday when Arnold Johnson, or and Capitol in on the F & M routes| agent is in excess of 5%. ; : 
attractions for nearly every kind *h tra man, took possession of the | the layoff weeks between St. Louis | Latest case of this sort concerns Vv. md A, Pecuaes Reade recognize 
of an affair now, including dinner a oe ee apap land Milwaukee and Detroit and| Carlton and Bellew, act, and Arthur sina eke tee caer 1 gg 
diciian end tinenin ot betes el. closed with Eddie} Milwaukee will be filled. Horwitz, agent, with the act re- erg anh a a rete —_—— 
. eT ae stare Milne, Jr., Pan’s eastern rep for This is not the first time F & M| questing release from 10 remaining ne organization advises acts to 
other places. Where a few years]! yw, any years, under which Johnson |ygoeas have played Chi They were| weeks under an original 35-week pay more if they wish to, but warns 


ago acts were seldom used, now it’s | assumes the Pantages lease, having 
unusual when a dance or affair of | gye years to run. and acquires all 
any size at all doesn't look for en- | the office equipment. 
tertainment of some kind. “a 

’ With 

\ se of shows at lodges and at lin Friday, 
affairs given by commercial organi- | wore cleaning out 
zations is also spreading, this giv- Only 


Johnson preparing to move 
Milne and assistants 
desks and file. 


; the most important of cor- 
ing the bookers a larger field to BO responden e and contractS were 
after than they formerly had. Some | saved to be shipped to the west| 


clubs pay as high as $3,000 a show, | coast 

Milne wil] remain east for a time 
to clear up personal matters and 
then return to the west coast under 
current plans. Whether he will con- 
tinue in Alexander Pantages’ em- 
ploy is dependent on whether the 
millionaire showman, in jail in Los 
Angeles on a serious assault con- 
viction, wants him to. 

Thought of opening an indie vaude 
agency of his own in the east, con- 
sidered up to recently, is out for 
Milne, he said. 


according to one of the bookers. 


—-REMEMBER— 


PRATTFALLS 


brcken and contact with stage boards 
made easier by our latest invention— 
MRS. TRAHAN'S DANDY 
PRATTFALL SHOCK _ AB- 
SORBER. Fits snugly in rear of 
trousers. Besides softening falls, con- 
cealed contraption adds noisy smack to 
contact with floor, increasing sound 
effect and lessening shock at same time. 








Pan Vaude in K. C. 


| Chicago, March 11. 
Pantages, Kansas City, playing 
| Bridges musical tabs, resumes vaude 





Very neat and guaranteed not to bulge 
or chafe. Highly useful article for all 


See your neighborhood prop and light 
dealer now, 


March 20, booked by Nan Elliott 
« . out of the Chicago office. 
Mrs. Trahan’s Dandy Shock <Ab- Bridges’ company moves to the 


Pan house, Minneapolis, March 21. 

It will remain in Minn. until the 
new Pan, Hollywood, opens, then 
shifting to the coast. 


sorber for Breaking Falls; 
Al Trahan’s Act for Curtain Calls!” 


AL TRAHAN—— 

















CONGRATULATIONS 


TO 
JESSE 


BLOCK and SULLY 


FROM 


THREE ALEXANDER SISTERS 


May You Both Raise a Lot of Stumbling “Blocks” 


HEALY and CROSS 


We Did Iit—-We Like It—So Will You 


KEN CHRISTY «0 Go. 


“THE EX-WIFE” 
CONGRATS BLOCK and SULLY 


MAY THIS BE YOUR LAST WEDDING 














Direction HARRY ROGERS—RKO 











RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


Don Cummings 


This Week (Mar. 8) R-K-O PALACE, New York 


Direction of WEEDEN & SCHULTZ 











given a fling in the Granada and 
Marboro theatres but didn’t click 
and were withdrawn. 


New Unit Rushed 





A new Publix unit, featuring 
| Harry Rose, is in hurried produc- 
tion to take the Russian “Chauve 


Souris” place in 
week. 


It will play out the balance of the 





“Souris” route. 
Incorporations 
NEW YORK 


Kasil Theatre Corp., Westdale Theatre 


Corp., Throggs Neck Theatre Corp., 
Manhattan, $10,000; John W. Springer, 
Cora A. Springer, Soteros Cocalis 

Bradwell Theatre Corp., Manhattan 
$10,000; Soteros D. Cocalis, Crysnatha 
Cocalis, Benjamin Rich. 


Round Table Productions, Manhattan, 
theatres, pictures; $5,000; Ivan Y 


Maginn, Joseph P., Magrane, Estelle 
Siegel. 
Myra Furst, Inc., New York, produce 


plays, 100 shares no par value; David 
Koss, George J. Malinsky, Sophia O 
Field. 

Old World Exposition Corp., Manhat- 
tan, outdoor amusements, 200 shares no 
par value; Alfred Davis, Joan Skuba, 
Samuel A. Wallace. 

Geneseo Theatre, Imc., Geneseo, pic- 
tures, 100 shares no par value; Peter 
Bondi, Alexander Chiara, Philomena 
Bondi. 

Rose Albert Amusement Corp., Man- 
hattan, theatres, pictures; $10,000; Ed- 
ward I. Goodman, Sidney L. Fishkin, 
Elias Wertheim. 

Rosekay Amusement Corp., Kings, 
theatres, pictures; 200 shares no par 
value; Mitchell Kay, Dave Rosenzweig, 
Jennie Rosenzweig. 

York Productions, Inc., Manhattan, 
theatres, pictures; 300 shares no par 
value; Samuel Rabin, Rose Block, Sam 
Bernard. 

Post Road Theatre Corp., Manhattan, 
theatres, pictures; $10,000; Soteros D. 
Cocalis, Crysantha Cocalis, Benjamin 
Rich, 

Esco Opcrating Corp., Manhaitan, the- 
atres, pictures; $10,000; John W. Spring- 
er, Cora A. Springer, Soteros D. Cocalis. 

Theodore Reisig & Co., Inc., Manhat- 
tan, scenery, costumes; 100 shares no par 
vaiue; William Horowitz, Isidor Bregoff, 
Irving Strouse. 

Wilmac Amusement Corp., Manhattan, 
theatres, vaudeville; 200 shares no par 
value; Jacob I. Goodstein, I. Wiener, Isi- 
dore Zamore. 

Orthophonic Picture Corp., Manhattan, 
pictures, $100,000; Daniel Des Foldes, 
John Marisch, Tetos Demetriades. 

Co-es Corporation, Manhattan, thea- 
tres, pictures, plays; $10,000; Edward 
Cohn, Harold Cohen, Louis Michaels. 

The Society of Teachers and (Com- 
posers, Inc., Kings, musical publications, 


instruments; 50 shares no par value; 
Jeanne McHugh, Anna D. Tietjen, Har- 
rison Kerr. 

Margeo Operating Co., New York, 
amusement devices, $2,000; George F. 
Kister, Martha Kister, Frank A. Kister. 

Buffalo Theatrical Producing Corp., 


Buffalo, theatres, pictures; 100 shares no 
par value; John J. Whitehead, Jr., 
Eleanor D. Whitehead, George Kon- 
dolf, Jr. 

R. S. K. Amusement Corp, Manhattan, 
theatres, pictures; $3,000; Isaac Reiss, 
Augusta Zerlein, Ray Lieberman. 

Talking Picture Reproducing Equip- 
ment Corp., New York, pictures, $690,- 
000; Albert J, Moeller, Walter J. Neff, 
Clarence Leroy. 

Shepard Amusement Corp., Kings. tle- 
ares, pictures; $156,000; Jacoh S. Haa- 
delman, Nathan Greenberg, Max Perloft. 

Teddy Behr Amusement Corp., Kings, 
theatres, pictures; $15,000; Edward M. 
{ Behrman, Marcus T. Behrman, Emanuel 
Goldberg. 

Conema Patents Co., Inc., New York, 
deal in machinery, motion picture ap- 
paratus, printing; 100 shares no par 
value; M. J. Siegel, M. E, A. Tucker, 
H. Greenhouse. 

Day-Gold Theatres, Inc., Queens, the- 








‘COMERFORD SOLD ON 


Jersey City next} 


that it will not arbitrate cases in- 


contract with Horwitz, a New York : 
volving more than 5%. 


Loew artists’ rep. Team charges 
Horwitz with having deducted ex- 
orbitant commission (10%) for 











_ EUGENE CONRAD 


Announces 


Another dea 





AFTERPIECE ECONOMY | 


Standard and 


semi-name next-to- 
closing acts at higher salaries than 
under the present booking system 
will be played in the six Amalga- 
mated-booked Comerford theatres in 
Elmira, Binghamton, Scranton, 
Ithaca and Wilkes-Barre under a 
plan sold to Comerford by Henry 
Bellit, one of the recently disen- 
franchised Keith producers. 

Half of the next-to-closer’s reg- 
ular salary will be charged off to 
its regular bill position and the 
other half contributed by. the clos- 
ing act on the five-act bills. In 
place of the usual flash closer will 
be an afterpiece staged by Bellit, 
with the next-to-closing turn par- 
ticipating. 





The High Hatted Gagster 


‘Taking Gags from the Ether!’ 
A COMEDY MASTERPIECE 


or 
THE MASTER OF COMEDY 


Bellit’s plan adds a money act to 
the bills without raising the budget. 
He figures to make a set profit on 
the afterpieces for his production 

















work. NOTICE:—Mr. Conrad, who is now 
a ; : exclusive writer for Mr. Telaak 
Aver age cost of the Amalgamated has fully protected and copyright- 
bills is reported from $2,000 to $2,- ed system of taking gags from 
500 the air. 
EMMA 





FRABELLS 


FROLICS 


WITH 


MARGIE HOEY a CHERIE SISTERS 


(Petite Pedologist) (Beautiful Girls—Beautiful Voices) 





Booked Solid: Thanks to PETE MACK 











DICK MIDGIE 


NASH «0 FATEL 


IN “STARTING A RIOT OF FUN AND SONG” 
Booked Solid R-K-O Many Thanks to Our Agents 
WEEDEN & SCHULTZ 

















Musical Acrobatic -:- Comedy 


billy m. greene 


Rythmic 
Harmony 
of Films 


Comedy 
Quality 





atres, pictures; Isidor Geltman, Freda 
Geltman, Florence Davis 
Dissolutions 
Slope Theatres Corp., Kings 
Braneck Amusement Corp., Brooklyn 


Statement and Designation 


Frederick Herendeen Productions, Inc., | 
] 


pictures; Frederick Herendeen, 
| president; 400 shares no par value. 


Now En Tour—Loew’s Southern Time 
This Week at National—Richmond, Va. 


Thanx: AL GROSSMAN 

















Now At R. K.0. PALACE, NEW YORK, (March 8) 


LUCILLE SISTERS 


FEATURED IN HARRY KRIVIT’S “FEMME FOLLIES” 
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Loew’s Traveling 


Supervisor 


For Each De Luxe Stage Unit Show 





— 2 


Loew's is installing stage super- 
visors with every deluxe unit now 
produced to give shows already 
out the benefit of supervisory at- 
tention. It has placed 12 men with 
as many presentations. 

Formerly shows occasionally have 
carried a stage manager, with the 
Loew office supervising other units 
on the road from the home Office. 
This was unsatisfactory, it is said, 
and led to the plan to place a stage 
show supervisor with every attrac- 
tion. 

The stage supervisor will live 
with the units from first rehearsals 
on through the entire tour, includ- 


.ing the part of the trip some make 


over a portion of the Loew vaude 
route. 

Dutites of these men, selected for 
their knowledge of production as 
well as theatre operation and man- 
agement, will include every phase 
bearing on the unit shows. Super- 
visors are to check whole programs 
as well as the units themselves and 
also look into the matter of sound, 
projection, etc., co-operating with 
the loca] manager. 


Fox Still In Air 


(Continued from page 5) 
signs favor an adjustment that may 
be mutually satisfactory. 

Otherwise it is claimed court pro- 
ceedings will start. While the Blair- 
Bancamerica plan has been an- 
nounced as prepared and about to 
be advertised, the legal entangle- 
ments will postpone any such prog- 
ress until the annual meeting, it is 
stated. On April 15, it is alleged, 
the two opposing trustees who form 
a majority and hold the major vote 
in their power, will vote out the 
present president and Fox board of 
directors, using Mr. Fox’s own Class 
B voting stock to accomplish that 
end. 








Automatic Trustees 

Mr. Fox’s attorneys say that with 
the Blair plan in effect and paying 
off the Halsey Stuart and Western 
Electric (ERPI-AT&T) claims, that 
Messrs. Stuart and Otterson, re- 
‘spectively representing both, only, 
will automatically cease to be 
trustees of Fox by the expressed in- 
tention of the Fox agreement under 
which they started to serve and 
which later William Fox repudiated. 
On behalf of those two trustees it 
is claimed that no such clause is 
contained in the original agreement 
and that they became trustees to 
conserve the Fox business and pro- 
tect the stockholders. 

William Fox continued to repeat 
during the stockholders’ meetings 
that the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, through its 
subsidiaries, was attempting to steal 
his business. At the final meeting 
Thursday, Mr. Fox voted his own 
Class B. stock, despite the Levy de- 
cision, by advice of counsel, who 
told him it was his stock neverthe- 
less. At a protest against his vote, 
Mr. Fox, who had acted as chairman 
at all meetings, declared an ad- 
journment. His vote had given the 
necessary two-thirds of the Class 
B stock, along with the same re- 
quired quota of the Class A stock, 
Secured Wednesday, and the two- 
thirds vote of Fox Theatres secured 
Thursday. 

$600,000 Bonus 

During the meetings it came out 
that Mr. Fox had borrowed six mil- 
lion dollars from a downtown New 
York banking house around March 
1, to pay the balance of $19,000,000 
due in England for his purchase 
of one-half of the British Gaumont 
stock. For that loan, secured, it is 
gaid by Fox West Coast Theatres 
as collateral, Mr. Fox agreed to pay 
the banking house $600,000 as a 
bonus on the 30-day advance, plus 
6% interest. ’ 

Since the stockholders’ meetings, 
the bankers have held conferences, 
with Otto H. Kahn, of Kuhn, Loeb 
and Company, reported attending 
one or more meetings. Kahn is re- 
ported with Halsey, Stuart in the 
Fox matter. 

The morale of the Fox organiza- 
tion, east or west, has not been im- 
proved by any of the events of the 
past 10 days. It is still very ragged. 

The Fox meetings last week were 
£00d imitations of the Donnybrook 
thing. About 20 cops were in at- 
tendance and around 250 stock- 
holders. “Proxies” became so im- 
portant that when anyone wanted to 
Speak to a Fox exec before the 
meetings, finding him unavailable 





FOUR MIDWEST HOUSES 
CHANGING TO VAUDE 


Chicago, March 11. 


With the middlewestern vaude 
outlook steadily brightening, four 
houses, two of them Publix, have 
gone into a vaudfilm policy. 

Capitol, Des Moines, and Para- 
mount, Omaha (Publix) will play 


five acts, split week, same as the 
R-K-O Orpheum in each city. They 
will be booked by Sam Bramson of 
the William Morris office. Both 
formerly were on the unit route. 
Virginia, inde house at Cham- 
paign, Ill., has gone into three acts, 
split week, to compete with the 


R-K-O Orpheum. It also will be 
booked by Bramson. At Dubuque, 
Ia., the Spensely, inde, has gone 


from straight pictures to vaudfilm 
It uses three acts, split week, book- 
ed by the Chicago R-K-O office. 

In Chicago it is likely that when 
B & K assumes operation of the 
Belmont from R-K-O in May, the 
house will continue with three to 
five acts on a split, booked by the 
Morris office. This will mean add- 
ing one house to vaude time, as 
R-K-O is already dickering for sev- 
eral North Side spots to supplant 
the Belmont. 


R-K-0’S DETROIT HOUSE 
NOW SOUGHT BY B. & K. 


Chicago, March 11. 

With R-K-O taking over the 
Oriental, Detroit, on July 1, at an 
annual rental of $100,000, western 
office here, through Billy Diamond, 
booking manager, has given the 
present operators of the house a 
four-week notice. Understanding is 
that after that time it will be 
booked from week to week: 

Balaban & Katz, operating all 
Publix theatres in Detroit, are mak- 
ing an attempt to get the same 
house. B. & K, originally turned it 
down, but now, with R-K-O in they 
are trying to revive the deal, even 
offering R-K-O a profit to give them 
the spot. 

House is scheduled to close for a 
month for renovation. 


Loew Going Unit? 


(Continued from page 41) 


scenery, costumes, etc., remains, 
only changes being in the cast now 
and then and in the running time. 
Shot to Richmond and Norfolk 
(Loew vaudfilms), they continue 
through Atlanta, New Orleans, Bir- 





mingham, Houston, Kansas City, 
Evansville, Memphis, Akron and 
Syracuse, closing there. Loew’s, 


Syracuse, was added last week to 
the unit route. 

Next Loew unit, back from the 
12% weeks in de luxe dates, and to 
open for the vaudfilm swing in three 
weeks, will be “Blue Garden.” Un- 
der plans for next season the units 
for the vaudfilms will go in every 
week instead of once every four 
weeks, this meaning that every 
show produced for the Capitol would 
be built with the view in mind of 
converting it later for the vaude 
stands. 

Including the 15 Loew vaudfilms 
in Greater New York, there are 23 
houses now playing regular vaude 
bills. Added to the others, current 
lineup would provide 48 theatres for 
the units under the proposal for 
next season, this if every house, in- 
cluding Loew’s State in Times 
Square, take the vaudevillized ver- 
sions of the stage shows. 

To the artist this would mean a 
contract of between 40 and 50 weeks 
under the presumption the act re- 
mained with the units throughout 
and week stands obtained in all ex- 
cept a few houses, pegged for half 
weeks, like Canton, to break jumps. 





otherwise, all that was needed was 
to mention that the phone caller 
wanted to see the exec about 
proxies. It became the open sesame. 

Many people have wondered how 
William Fox has borne up under his 
terrific strain for months. Mr. Fox 
was as blithefully bright during the 
meetings as ever, although he per- 
mitted counsel to do nearly all of 
hie talking. 


4-ACT UNIT IN STATE-LAKE 


R-K-O Will Add Acts in Chicago’s 
Big House 


Chicago, March 11. 

R-K-O will play its four-act unit 
shows in the State-Lake. Addition- 
al one or two acts needed to com- 
plete the bill will be booked by the 
Chicago office. 

Decision to use the Freeman- 
framed units follows the immediate 
success of the first one routed to the 
coast, 


AS LOEW'S VAUD 
OPENING DAY 


Loew's general change of opening 
day for vaudeville bills will take 
place the second or third week in 
May, when 18 houses in New York 
and vicinity will revert to Monday 
opening. Exceptions are State, New 
York; Metropolitan, Brooklyn, and 
State, Newark, all downtown full 
week stands. 

Loew went to Saturday openings 
with RKO, Fox and the rest last 
summer, but has found Monday su- 
perior as a starting day. 

The Loew picture house (presen- 
tation) circuit will continue to 
change bills on Fridays. Out of town 
opening Loew vaudeville days will 
be arranged according to jumps and 
for connections with New York. 


AMALGAMATED BARS 
LYONS & LYONS AGENCY 


Lyons & Lyons are persona non 
grata in the Amalgamated Vaude- 
ville Agency, making the second 
time the agency has been banned 
from the Comerford circuit’s booker. 

The Amalgamatef claims’ the 
agents via their representative, 
Matty Rosen, have not lived up to 
their word in delivering acts as 
represented and that they have put 
the Comerford booker (Buddy 
Irwin) to annoyance in laying out 
bills. 

What precipitated the ban this 
week was the refusal of the Lyons 
office to release Amalgamated from 
continuing to play the iatter’s 
“Circus Cabaret” after it had 
started a two-week booking in the 
Comerford houses and was reported 
in bad shape or anything else but 
what its agent (Rosen) had repre- 
sented it to be. 

Amalgamated claims it’s a 
Lyons’ produced act and that that 
office should have taken the turn 
off and whipped it into the shape 
desired by the booker. 

With Lyons & Lyons remaining 
adamant, Amalgamated is playing 
out the contract, but has barred the 
agents from doing business with the 
office. 

The last time L & L were out of 
Amalgamated it was nine months 
before they were reinstated. 








MONDAY BACK’ 





Vaude Transfer Men Blame High : 
Cost to Actors Upon Unruly Union 





NEW YORK BREAK-INS 
FOR WESTERN UNITS 





Two New York theatres will be 
turned over to Keith’s western 
booking department as break-in 
spots for Charlie Freeman’s four- 
act intact road shows. Just which 


theatres they will be has not been 


designated, but reports are that 
Freeman has been told to take his 
pick. 

The eastern pair are among those 
now spot-booked by George Goda- 


frey’s eastern booking staff, which 





men in New 
cause for the 
recent large increases in the cost 
of transferring theatrical baggage 
and scenery, Which in turn has ne- 
cessitated a cut in the use of roade- 
stage hands and also forced the per- 
formers to use and cheaper 
scenery, at the door of the Theatri- 
cal Drivers, Chauffeurs and Help- 


transfer 
laid the 


Vaudeville 
York have 


lesser 


|ers Union, local 817. 


that they 
attorney 
into the 


The transfer men say 
are praying the District 
orders an_ investigation 
methods of ithe union. They fur- 
ther claim that they desire to be 
subpoened with their books. 

Their complaint against the union 
is that it is too arbitrary, and that 
many of its movements are without 


dropped the unit show idea recently | the knowledge of the American Fed- 


due to inability to get it properly 
started. 

Hiram 8. Browr R-K-O presi 
dent, has been suggesting an east- 
ern starting point for the western 
units in order that they may be 


seen by the booking office before 
proceeding westward. 

Freeman believes an eastern try- 
ing grounds to be necessary for the 
western bills to insure against un- 
favorable breaks in the west. 

Route for the intact western bills 
now reaches 20 weeks, and with the 
two eastern halves added will be 
21. Interstate route at the end of 
the Orpheum tour for some acts 
gives them a through trip of 31 
weeks. The entire time is booked 
by Freeman and his booking staff 
of two, Sam Tishman and Harry 
Kalcheim. 

Future western units, after the 
New York break-in, will jump to 
Rochester for the first date out of 
town and then proceed westward. 





HOLLEB, R-K-O0 AGENT, OUT 


Booked Act, Also Canceled, With 
Indie House—Dismissed on Spot 


Chicago, March 11. 
Louis Holleb, RKO agent, was 
disenfranchised last week for book- 
ing an RKO act in an independent 
house. 


In a drive to enforce all booking 
rules, Billy Diamond, western RKO 
booking manager, discovered that 
Brems, Fitz and the Murphy Bros 
played the Capitol, Coston house. 
Diamond called the act and Holleb 
to his office. Turns admitted being 
booked for the date by the agent. 
Holleb’s franchise was taken away 
on the spot and all time of the act 
canceled. 


Holleb had held his franchise 
about a year. Previously he was in 
the office of Lou Goldberg. 











Central, J. C. Returns 


After five weeks of tabs, Central, 
Jersey City, is coming back on the 
Warner books, returning to the 
split week vaude formerly in force. 





Acts go back into the house Sat- 
urday. 





Publix Casting Stage Shows in 
Advance—No Last Minute Bookings 





Publix stage presentations and 
entire casts are being set as far in 
advance as possible so that fewer 
last minute changes and scrambles 
to book are necessary. Producers 
are also shaping shows further in 
advance to allow for talker shorts 
of entire units or parts of them. 

Complete units for at least three 
and four weeks in advance is now 
the order. Shows through to April 
lined up and cast are “Magic Mel- 
ody,” opening for a tour tomorrow 


(Thursday); “On Top of the 
World,” opening March 20, and 
“Smart Smarties,” opening March 
27 


Casts for all were set nearly a 
week ago. First includes Ina Wil- 
liams and Jerry Delaney, Helen 
Lewis Band, M. Duval's “Rhapsody 
in Silk,” Dadine Walters and May 
and Green and second, Bert Gordon, 
Bernardo de Pace, Emil Ethor Girls, 
Ray Teal and Fred Evans Girls. 

Last mentioned has Borah Mine- 
vitch, McGarry and Dawn, Laura 
— Margie Gray and Rose Kess- 
ner, 





vv 








ILL AND INJURED 


Three Samuels Bros., dancers 
with White and Manning, injured in 
New York auto accident and unable 
to work. 


Elmer Rogers, manager, Palace, 
New York, suffering from heavy 
cold. 


Belle Mann (Mrs. Abe Friedman) 
in Long Island College hospital for 
appendix operation; to be 
out in 10 days. 

Connie Mitchell, severely injured 
in the auto accident on Long Island 
when Harry Krantz was killed, out 
of French Hospital; expects to re- 
turn to vaude. 

Kay Lazelle, “Little Show,” con- 
fined to her home with an attack of 
flu. 

Suffering with a bad tooth, Bob- 


expects 


| eration of Labor, which chartered it. 


The transfer men claim that since 
|the union was formed, Oct. 7, 1927, 
12 vaudeville transfer companies 
have been forced out of business, 
because of the inroads which the 


demands of the union had made in 
their profit. Out of the 17 transfer 


companies joining the union, but 
five have survived. 
They further allege that the in- 


crease in the cost of transporting 
baggage, increased about 50% since 
the union first started, was made 
necessary by the union, gut even 
this, they say, doesn’t suffice to keep 
them going as the exorbitant sal- 
aries they are forced to pay to the 
union men working for them eat up 
almost half of the total income, not 
figuring the numerous other sundry 
expenses. 
Can’t Ride Own Trucks 

A sore spot, according to the 
transfer men, is that they are not 
even permitted to ride on their own 
trucks, the union evidently fearing 
that they might assist in the loading 
or unloading of baggage and deprive 
a union man of work. 

Beside all this, the transfer people 
say the union men will not obey 
orders by them unless the transfer 
proprietors first phone the union 
delegate. 

All the transfer companies, it is 
claimed, has been operating in the 
red for quite some time 


RIVERSIDE GOING DARK; 
MAYBE ITS FINISH 


R-K-O’s Riverside, New York, 
consistent loser since the passing of 
straight vaudeville, goes dark 
March 15. It may remain dark 
until R-K-O’s iease expires, a year 
from now, unless a policy is devised 
to halt losses meanwhile. 

Frequent changes of policy have 
been tried by R-K-O this season, 
all without success. Vaudefilms, 
straight pictures and combination 
shorts-acts policy were installed at 
different times, all flopping. Vaude- 
films returned a few weeks ago to 
become the final policy. 

With the house closed, R-K-O 
loses only the rent. With the River- 
side open an additional loss was 
shown on operation, 








Providence Benefit 


Providence, March 11, 

Midnight benefit show was given 
here last week at the R-K-O Albee 
for the rehabiliation fund of St. 
Joseph’s Hospital, recently swept 
by fire. 

Over $2,200 was grossed and the 
entire fund has been turned over to 
hospital authorities by Foster Lard- 
ner, Albee manager. Bill included 
combined acts from the Albee and 
Fay’s, 12 in all; Fox feature, “Hap- 
py Days,” and short subjects. 

Lardner headed the committeé, 
assisted by Edward M. Fay; John 
P. McCarthy, Loew’s State mane 
ager; Harry F. Storin, R-K-O Vic- 
tory manager, and Edward L. Reed, 
Strand manager. 

Newspapers plugged affair in ad 
columns gratis, 

NEW ACTS 
Joe Donahue 


and Nellie Breen, 


itwo-act. 


Three Capps. 
“His Wedding Night” (5), comedy. 
John Quinlan, who recently closed 





by Folsom dropped out at the Stan- 
ley, Jersey City, after the first show | 
Saturday. She returns there March | 
21 for two weeks. 


\a 17 weeks’ tour as tenor -in “The 


Velvet Revue” on Publix Circuit, 
will return to vaude with Helen 
Gordon as partner. 


FE RS ET I 


Es che Tee 











neepethenn telserhoeoetiasnrncreaaerneetamas ORAS Peseubagtenra ramen -ca male eee aes 


Nina? ee ba VARIETY Wednesday, March 12, 1939 Wi 











———es 





Lis! 
ehees 
over 
Bratt 
after 

You 
too, t 
two-t 
get 5S 

Wwe 
he bi 

¥ yore 
? Corl 
Gee, 
you 
you I 
mug? 
joint. 
mone 
soaki 
doub!l 
a ha 
come 
from 
first 
very 
Let 
and 
noise 
his s 
We're 
BON, | 
pract 
all tl 
Gee 
you 


AMM: SEUMOER . 


hoofi 
they 
siete us a 
WITH was 
- = trans 
Cs / S. a bu 
arry Seymour as b 
bagge: 
don’t 


HEADLINING te 





























ek ee | = 
NEW YORK 
WEEK 
MARCH 8 
\ 
Special Material by 
Mann Holiner and Alberta Nichols / 
Lew Cobey at the Piano | 
== : se 























Wednesday, March 12, 1930 


VARIETY 45 




















VAUDE—SPORTS 








“Up in the Room” 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Listen, honey, you get some 
cheese and crackers while I run 


very nice over there anyway. 








Evansville the week we got mar- 
ried? Anyway I’m gonna get a new 


‘em in Prohibition. You said it. 


I make all my own wardrobe, Yeh, 
the wife is very handy, she made 
that drop we're using. It’s great to 
know how to sew. Don’t you sew? 
Well, I used to sew awful well. I 
went to a convent when I was a 
kid and they taught us sewing and 
music and everything, but I forgot 
it all. 





| was something about the way they 











We'd better be going, honey, you 
know the show starts earlier to- 
morrow. Shhh! stop your singing, 
honey, it’s too late. All right, old 
man, I heard you the first time; 
you didn’t have to come back. We're 
leavin’, Good-night, folks—good 
night, all right I'm not makin’ any 
noise, 


ROSENBLOOM FOULED 
BY LARRY JOHNSON 


By JACK PULASKI 
Joe Humphries walked to the 
microphone at the Garden Monday 








| Maxie’s trunks. Rosenbloom dropped 
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To My Fellow Artists: 
I ! Af 
If it can happen to me, it can happen to you! After 
. - e 
practically being retired from the theatre | made my 
back this week at R-K-O Pal New York, 
come-back this week at K-K- alace, INew York, 
e e e 
and they tell me it is sensational. 
~ 
I want to thank Mr. George Bennett and Mr. Sam 
h d f “H B d Hi 
| Carlton, the producers o enry Bergman and His 
>| Black Sheep,” for the ‘el ial and 
¥ ac eep, for their marvelous material and my, 
. . 7 
friends for their co-operation. 
2 
Henry Bergman 
aed 
P. S—My Gladys thanks you, too! 
| Direction JACK CURTIS 
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joint. Not a bad room for the] anq to Prohibition. beh Gis thes*ve . hede saat ied : stage. Yeh, but they're nice folks. |™ r , he na ' y a shade whe n the 
< , E “ le ~ > arrie é Lore sudd finish »f p E ve 
money though. What are they Jeon! thie Prohibition thing t he _— np 7 fd Gectaiats sudden fin of the main event 
soaking you for it? Three bucks ‘ ‘ Th tae | oupla years, didn’t they, honey? lcame in the sixth round. Johnson, 
° c : aye ¢ ac “ 7 a “ >i raare ore — | s £ : 
double. Gee, we’re payin’ three and “gp ae nu “a r ae po Pode eer Sure, she has a kid 3 years old. | who is primarily a right hand hit- 
>y* ras q . re ¢ - « ac =} co > , 7 + - s 7 - 
a half! I told Fred we ought to|? e As 1a oulc g Naw, that was the single woman DEMPSEY’S RESORT? iter, let go a long sweeping left hook. 
it. According to the papers I think he bill. Hel ; } . . ; 
come over here, but we were tired at : lic : ; }on the bill, elen Hawks. Oh yeh It landed between Rosey’s legs and 
: we’re gonna get light wines and| ye}] anvwav. C = Wal ha — aoe a iBny 
. , P rre } , anyway, Cooper and Wall ar , those close by could hear the swish 
from the jump and grabbed the beers back again. I don’t think sel awful nice folks I thought thers Think Comeback Talk Publicity for S the rm : , : 
first place we saw. They treat us becau there’s too much graft for P pay ; 1 p erilge New Mexican Enterprise jof the leather upon the silk of 
: ecause 1ere’s Oo Lu gra or | g 
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“Immoral” Stock Show Brings 
Heavy Court Fines in K. C. Raid 


+ 


Kansas City, March 11. 


In the cases resulting from the| 
raid on the Gayety stock burlesque 


several days ago Police Judge Smith 


fined Sam Reider, former manager 


$500 for maintaining a place where 


immoral shows were staged, and Ida | 


Shaw, Mary Lee Tucker and Billy 
Williams $100 each for participatir 
in an indecent show. 


a4 


* | 
Cases were appealed to the Cir-|, 


cuit Court. 

Since the arrests Manager Heider 
has resigned and has been replaced 
by George Young. 


Burlesque Changes 


Art Gardner, Al Watson, Bills 
Berwin, Jack Regan, Elwood Ben- 
ton, Ethel Betts, Marie Breen, Cecil 
Seitz and Ethel Greene for Lyric! 
Stock, Hoboken, N. J | 

La Villa Maye succeeded Helen | 
Morgan in stock at the Irving Place, | 
N. Y. Miss Maye was featured soub 
With “Puss Puss” (Mutual), 








AT LIBERTY 
Fine cultured tenor, pleasing in stage pres- 
ence, will join high-class act Paul Dierks, | 
26 Prospect St, Palisade Park, New Jersey. | 
Phone Leonia 1382. 





DALEY’S BLACK AND TAN 





iThe company 





onan at peoneragrine? N. Y. 


’ “Loop” Burlesque 


-s, who has closed bur- 


lo 
g 


to his Rialto, 





LEW M. GOLDBERG 


OF CHICAGO 


NOW IN NEW YORK 
(From March 12th to March 20th) 


To Secure Desirable Acts for 


R-K-0 CHICAGO OFFICE 


Where Can I See Your Act? 


15 to 20 Weeks Now Being Booked in the 
Middle West 
NEW -YORK . LESS 
Care JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 
PALACE THEATRE BLDG. 
CHICAGO ADDRESS—STATE-LAKE BLDG. 
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CITY QUITS GRIND 


Chief Comic Turns in Notice—Two- 
a-Day Policy Now 


Stock burlesque at the City, New 
York, has scrapped its grind and 
started a two-a-day policy Monday. 

The grind has been a drawback in 
lining up talent, the players and 
chorus finding the continuous show 
gag too heavy a strain. 

Steve Mills, comic turned in 


L- 





Rosenbloom Fouled 


(Continued from page 43) 
him in a torrent of surprise slaps 
and socks. Larry smiled but may- 
be he didn’t mean it. In the sec- 
ond round Rosey was cut high on 


the forehead and bled profusely for 
several rounds. It was assumed 
a butt from Johnson's dome caused 
the injury. 

In the third round Rosey uncork- 


notice last week claiming the grind | ed a right to the stomach that hurt 


|} too wearing. 


Mansbach & Froelich, operators, 


decided the grind doesn’t.mean a; 


STOCK FOR nate WOTSAR i = as only a handful attences | 


e supper shows 


STOCKS TAKING 


PEOPLE FROM 


“": CLOSED SHOWS 


Renewed activity in stock bur 
lesque has figured to partially al- 


l|leviate the unemployment situation 


in that division. It has made places 
for principals and choristers prac- 


| tically as fast as the shows have 
bur- | closed on the Mutual wheel. 


Over 15 stocks currently operat- 


jing are reported using an average 


of nine principals and 18 girls each. 
With other stocks promised in 


{ 
former Mutual stands when the lat-| 


ter’s season folds at the end of 
March, the forthcoming spring and 
summer may see more stock out- 
fits operating than in previous sea- 
sons, providing the stock outfits 
last. 

Most of the out of town stocks are 
projected by Mutual officials and 
former Mutual producers, They are 
figured as a feeler and possible out 


| to stay in the racket in case Mutual 


folds on its traveling show policy 
after this season. The stocks out of 
town are underscaling the usual 
Mutual shows $1 top, many operat- 
ing at 50c. top. The City, New 
York, adopted a 50-cent top A 
couple of weeks ago and picked up 
on business sufficiently to encourage 
continuance of the low rate ex- 
cepting Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays. Both Minsky houses are 
adhering to $1.50 top and getting 
it with the American dropping last 
week from $1 to 75c. without mak- 


ling much difference so far. 
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| Larry, so there is some proof that 


Maxie can hit upon occasion. John- 
son turned to the referee but the 
blow was positively fair. The next 
round and perhaps the fifth looked 


) even. Johnson did get in some 


pretty good punches but Rosey 

came back with his punch flurries 

that had the crowd excited. 
Scozza- Rosales 


The only 10-round match to go the 
limit had Lou Scozza of Buffalo, the 
winner on points over Rosy Rosales, 
the Cleveland Indian. Scozza proved 


much the better boxer. Neither 
man seemed possessed of a real 
sock, however. The Indian fought 
in spurts generally near the close 
of a round. He was cut with left 


jabs and numberless choppy upper- | 


cuts 


The first ten started as though 
it was going to be a hummer, but 
before the initial round was over 
Joe Banovic was down flat, claiming 
a foul to the groin from Henry 
Lamar, former Virginia football 
player. It looked as though Lamar 
was hitting low before that and 


| Banovic never quit here before. 


Even though his win was techni- 
cal, Rosenbloom is now clearly en- 
titled to a match with Jimmy Slat- 
tery, the winner to be declared the 
world’s light heavyweight champion. 
It is the crown vacated by Tommy 
Loughran. 





—— 


Behind the Keys 


’ 
{ 

Continued from page 29 
houses in northeastern New York, 


Capacity of 1,200. 


Reading, Pa. 

Lloyd Hause, formerly. Hazleton 
ass’t mgr., more recently of the 
Capitol, Pottsville, has been pro. 
moted to manager of the new Cap. 
itol, Bloomsburg, Pa., Comerford’s 
1,600 seat picture heuse 

Pine Bl iff, Ark. 

Return engagement of the Freie 
burg “Passion Play,” of which Adolf 
Fassnacht is the owner and le ading 
player, for four performances Mar h 
3-5 in North Little Rock proved the 
wisdom of booking the play fo) 
return. 

The players were here for eight 
performances in January and played 
to packed houses in the Little Rock 
high school auditorium. The return 
dates were played in North Little 
Rock high auditorium. 


a 


Asheville, N. C. 

J. R. Tipping, 33, bandit, is being 
held by the police for the two recent 
daring theatre holdups, the Greens- 
borv and the Highpoint 

Both theatres were looted of sev- 
eral hundred dollars by a robber 
who poked 2 pistol through the 
cashier’s window and ordered the 
cashier to hand over all the coin on 
hand. 

Tipping confessed that he robbed 
both theatres with a toy carbide 
pistol. 
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FOR QUICK ACTION! 


Wanted—A Limited Number 
of Acts to Book with R-K-O 
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VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 








| PALACE 
(St. Vaude) 


‘ed Healy’s walkout on his third 
and final week at the Palace Satur- 
day, due to billing, temporarily upset 
the layout. Healy got a glimpse of 
the advance billing Friday, and noti- 
fied the management that he was 
getting through that night. Henry 
Bergman «and band rushed in and 
did admirably. Healy had been 
present at $6,000, but balked upon 





instrumental number by the three, 


banjo, accordion and sax. Worth 
better returns than audience al- 
lowed. 


Six Davillas standout is leaping 
into high perched chairs from a 
springboard and a somersault by 
two men, one perched on the shoul- 
ders of the other. Fast all the way 
and went over well. 


Light and Shadows spots some 





good dancing and plays in three and 
full with special drapes. Twelve 





tinding Anna Seymour given top 
billing. Miss Seymour headlines the 
current show. 

After plenty of switching around 
at the Saturday morning rehearsal 
show ran smoothly at the matinee 
except that it was overtime. Little 
chance 6f fixing this, since none of 


the acts stalled for encores. In fact, 
most passed them up in order to 
have the show go along. 


fhree Orontos, men, opened, doing 


acrobatics and perch stuff. Bette 
than usual returns. Don Cummings, 
collegiate roper, followed and got 


over. Comedy gab and rope danc- 
ing, some unusually good stuff in 
the latter division, made the score. 

“Kemme Follies,” all girl unit of 
©"5, won on class and speed. Miriam 
Hoffman and Melody Maids,, 1l- 


piece orchestra, started with torrid 
tunes, after which Miss Hoffman did 


an m. e. for the specialties. Six 
Tivoli girls planted a chair dance 
and gave way to the Vercell Sisters 
for a kicking precision double. Lu- 


cille Sisters for harmony singing, 
while the Hilliard Triplets spotted 
a novelty dance in galoshes. Drena 
Beach unleashed an acrobatic con- 
tortion that’s a gem, and the Lu- 
cilles topped their previous effort 
with a clever impresh of the Dun- 
cans. Band meanwhile was sand- 
wiching hot %unes. 

Harris and Radcliffe, colored, got 
the first whack at ’em on comedy 
and made the grade... For an encore 
Harris brought on his younger 
brother for an imitation of Bill Rob- 
inson. Youngster sewed things up. 
“Chinese Whoopee Revue” provided 
plenty of diversity as closer of the 


tirst half. The revte projects a 
mixed cast of Chinese performers, 
18 in all, and in spots is similar to 


“Chinese Show Boat.” Layout com- 
prises specialties and dance .ensem- 
bles, all pegged in jazz tempo. 
“Florodora” sextet number gets top 
returns. Over on novelty and merit. 

“Yenry Bergman’s “Black Sheep” 
were legitimate show stoppers, on 
after intermission. One of the best 
acts Bergman has ever had. Boys 
are garbed as convicts in one, then 
into full, where the band is spotted 


in cells. Bergman being outside as 
leader. Winona, dancer, spots a 
corking acrobatic, and Virginia 


Moore, midget, gets a lot of fun out 
of a Helen Kane bit with Bergman. 
For a finish the latter fires across a 
ballad with a tear jerker recitation, 
dons hat and ‘coat and 
through the audience. When the 
“warden inquires how late he expects 
to be out, Bergman is indefinite 
about it until he tosses him a key 
to the prison gate. Laughs, and the 
band is there. 

Ann Seymour followed, and 
mopped with a song cycle, all spe- 
cials, and assisted by Harry Sey- 
mour and male pianist, Lou Cobey. 
Joe and Pete Michon fallowed and 
also rang the bell, as usual. 

Carrie and Eddy, mixed dance 
team, assisted by Karl Peters and 
Rudy Kaye, tenor, closed with a 
neat dance act that got over. Acro- 
batic opener and triple adagio were 
standouts in the routine, with Kaye 
prefacing the dances with vocals. 
Good act with plenty of class. 

Edba. 


STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 

Well spotted bill with the feature, 
“Devil May Care” (M-G-M), and 
show running 146 mins. Feature 
took 95 mins. Biz only fair from a 
Saturday angle when caught at the 
Supper show, Rain to blame. 

From a technical point the vaude 
was strictly neighb. Acts arranged 
in such order that the program 
heads for laughs and winds up with 
a gale of titters. ? 

It’s something to see and appre- 
ciate how the State does it. Take 
the last act for instance, which did 
most of the trick, Alexandria and 
Olsen, Stock gags and burlesque 
items unshaved 20 years ago tak- 
ing a closing spot to entwine as an 
afterpiece, flatters the audience 
with snatching appearances of the 
previous acts as feeders, Team 
carries a couple of stooges, red 
headed girl and a midget of its own 
so that with the other acts turning 
to this team blows it up in audi- 
ence reaction to big calibre mate- 
rial. 

Irving Grossman singles 
he calls recitation singing. He does 
three numbers, Voice is okay, al- 
though weak most of the time, and 
the stuff he does suits, but his pres- 
entation lacks strength he 


in what 


because 


departs”* 


| people, 5 sirls and 7 men. Includes 
an adagio trio, ballet dancer, mixed 
‘singing quartet and two girl dan 
All good. The a i 
ltitle from silhouette effects 
lin settings. Did well. 


t gets its 


obtained 


cers, 


STATE LAKE 


| 

] ° 

(Vaudfilm) 

Chicago, March 8&8 
Bill hokums ’em to death. Fou 
out of six’ that kind. 


Ryan and Noblette, next to clos- 





ling, topped over the slapstick of 
| Harry Holmes, principally on Miss 


i Noblette’s squeaky, quavering voice, 
lrubbish costume, and hoke on he} 
|pantaloons. Overran, however; no 
ineed to do 17 minutes. 


| Merrill Brothers and Sister, acro- 


lbatie trio, opened with their group 
handstanding, but showed the same 
trouble as when at the Belmont re- 
cently, not snapping to a finish fo. 
their stunts and blocking the final 


istairs sock by the second man’s ap- 
| 


|pearance on the set. 

| In the deuce the man and gir] 
quartet of Faber and Wales and 
Lehr and Belle, at the Palace re- 


|cently, went as standard with their 
|\hokish camp skit, getting the usual 


laughs, but still showing a weak 
finish, due to dull continuity. Harry 


| Holmes started strong in No. 3 with 


lhis shots, and skeleton running 
down the house, but couldn’t keep 


consistent and his novelty finish of 
no finish at all didn’t click. 

Zastro and White Revue, of two 
boys and four girls, proved the or- 
dinary thing in hoofing specialties, 
but a girl warbling team had things 
their own way in three numbers. 
Ballet specialty by one girl was fast 
and bright, but all edge off when 
she repeated with less spirit later in 
the act. 

George K. Arthur, the screen 
name, closed with his five-men hok- 
ish skit, “Present Arms,” and went 
fair. British accent impeded his 
alleged monolog for a_ typical 
State-Lake audience, and material 
is all of drab. 


Although the first Saturday of 
Lent, first show had downstairs 
holdouts. Program completed with 


“Second Wife” (Radio) 
Review. 


and Pathe 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 

Stage band and unit show idea 
still obtains here with this week’s 
layout captioned Fanchon & Mar- 
co’s “Column,” which again prompts 
the inguisitive to inquire “What’s in 


most part, getting laughs here and 
there, but depending mainly upon 
the screen feature, “Happy Days,” 
for the wallop. 

Rube Wolf and stage band still 
preside, with Wolf a corking baton 
wielder but in need of a gag man. 
Without that adjunct he would do 
well to stick to routine announce- 
ments rather than go in for the 
weak stabs at comedy he’s doing 
this week. Maybe okay for Osh- 
kosh, but they’re smarter than that 
in Brooklyn, and even if they giggle 
now and then it’s a toss whether 
they're laughing at or with. 

Wolf and the harmonists start the 
ball rolling with some rythmic jazz 





with a girl violiniste, presumably 
from the billing Florence Stern, 


handling a couple of numbers to a 
nicety. When you're sitting on 
Flatbush avenue and the show is 
spotted on Nevins street and they're 
talking all around, it’s difficult to 
get the names now that the page 
boy enunciators have been dispensed 
with and no programs. That’s why 
this sheet gets plenty of squawks 
on credits muffed by reviewers. 

Myles Marsh, femme impersona- 
tor in gorgeous costumes, spotted a 
couple of vocals, one in falsetto, 
going bass with remarks occasion- 
ally and later doing a travesty on 
Galli-Curci, with both hitting the 
mark. 

Dolly Harnett 
lowed with a violin 
doing acrobatics with 
all getting over nicely. 

The F & M girl ensemble which 
had previously opened with a preci- 
sion routine spotted another with 
solo dancer, unbilled but registering 
with an acrobatic fan dance that 
was there. The girls stayed on with 
a costume twist outfitting them in 
male attire and with same soloist 
also in male togs, sending across 
another solo dance for tops. 

Rome and Gaut, male dancers, got 


and Brothers fol- 
trio with boys 
fiddling and 





} 





the main laughs of the show up9n 
covers the stage without appurten- | entrance because of discrepency in 
ances, singing in single costume and | physical appearance, later with gab 
no piano or setting aide. land comedy eccentric dancing and 

McLallen and Sarah carry a wop! with the combo working up for 

comic who's biggest laugh is his! hig hand for the team. 
orange spats. Otherwise McLallen| The girls and everybody on for a 
Shoulders everything with Sarah| snappy finale provided a smash fin 
playing a dumb straight. Had }jsh and put the unit over for a satis- 
tough time crashing due mainly to ! 


material which is hardly new 
Broadway audience, Windup is 


to a 
an 


ctory al. 
Hapnv Days 


feature, 


followed ase 


Edba. 


(Fox) 


a name?” although a good show for 


| 
| 


| floor 


Berlin Vaudeville 


Berlin, Feb. 28. 
SCALA 
From the Continental standpoint 
a good bill in February with plenty 
of variety. Piletto, who imitates 
the Italian Rastelli, has practically 
reached that master juggler’s stand- 








ard of efficiency. If he adds a lit- 
tle novelty to his act Piletto can 
compete with the Italian as an at- 
traction. 

Con Colleano, 
walker, performs a 
which nobody 
tate. 


Rest 


Mexican wire 
back somersault 
has attempted to imi 
of the bill in 
Bronettes, musical 
quist Brothers, accordion 
Two Joannys, shadow plays; 
Wire clog dancers; 
and eccentric dancers; 
three elephants with Ade- 
lais; Paul trapeze  per- 


Car? 7 . eno in 
iormicr; Haneen, man 


ludes the Four 
clowns; Lind- 
players; 

Three 
Larsons, Chilton 
Thomas, 
trained 
Alfred 


rolft 
sOll 


WNITERGARTEN 
American eccentric comedy acro- 
Presto and Campo, stars, 
audience gets every gag. Otherwise 
many acrobats. Nine Allisons, 

workers; Two Blliotts, 
balancing: Wolf and Jerome, gym- 
nasti si Family, bareback rid- 
China, acrobats; Harry 
bicycle riders 
end of the evening held 
and Darewsky, ball- 
Marikka Roekk, 


bats, 


too 


Young 


Trio 


ing 
Holt 

Dancing 
up by Vivian 
room dancers’ 


| dancer, and Derka, female imitator 


|} once 





JEFFERSON 





(Vaudfilm) 
The faithfuls that make this 
house their rendezvous on a Sat- 


urday accept what comes along in 
a vaude way as a matter of course 
and seldom display enthusiasm, but 
in a while something tickles 
the house, but its unusual] from the 
regulars’ standpoint. 
Biz shows a healthy 

down here, “Hit the Deck” 


tendency 
(Radio) 


|on the screen proving a draw over 


the vaude. The Jack Hoxie gob 
impersonation and the low line of 
jslang he tossed through the sound 


reproducer was right in the neigh- 
borhood’s mood. They got it and 
accepted it as home, sweet home 
echoes. j 

Perhaps the bookers show acu- 


men in sending down foreien acts. 
A cosmopolitan audience like the 
Jeff’s can stand anything from a 


Chinese sword swallower to a 
Swiss yodeler. Several acts of a 
foreignesque name had their ap- 
peal. : 


The De Toregos dancers opened 


j}and held attention; Johnny Hyman 


was second and his work appeared 
to interest the folks immensely. 
Lewis Mack and Co. (New Acts), 
was third. Comedy byplay was a 
welcome. § relief. 

Bayes and Speck, a couple of 
boys exchanging ancients with some 
moderns. Sample topical had one 
partner saying he was chasing the 
blues all week and the other reply- 
ing that was nothing, the cops 


ithe 
| free, 
jin 


} 


and | 


pole j 


Berle himself in effectiveness. He 
could climb a lot faster without the 
excess. 

Acrobatic “Added Attraction” 
opened the show. Two-man equili- 
brist team in the slow, unruffled 
style. Finish stunt on a table and 
an encore trick on the apron done 
with a wire or the understander is a 
physical marvel. 

A row of the Academy's mezza- 
nine is now equipped with plugs for 
deaf, with earphones available 

Device also has been installed 
Fox’s Audubon and Fex Brook 
lyn theatres Bige. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 


Brooklyn, March 8. 

In all RKO vaudfilms in Brookly1 
his week “H Deck oI he 
scree! That cuts le vaud te 
three acts But not here. To cou 
teract bor 


the cuts elsewhere in the 
ol +} 


fram 
au id 


ough, as well t} OP} ition f2 
Paramount, Fox and other big shot 
houses in the neighborhood, the Al]- 


bee lays it on heavy this week with 


eight acts on the stage. Running 
;}over the talker apparatus if Bebe 
Daniels in “Love Comes Along” 
(Radio), fairly good singing picture 
Matinee, with house threatening 
i standees, reflected draw. 

Keepir the aude show down to 

L minutes meant that ( ¢ ot the 
act had to cut and most did. Here 
the way it was divided up Lan¢ 


toe | 


were chasing the Reds all week.- 


Returns were never in doubt. 
Closing were the Liazeed-Dem- 
nati troupe of Arabs, pyramid 
builders and ground acrobats. An 
aggregation of eleven, two women 
and nine men, two of the latter, ap- 
parently in their teens, corking 
tumblers. Fast acrobatic routine 
of the Arab type that is always 
effective. A solid score here. 
Mark. 


ACADEMY 


(Vaudfilm) 

Borrah Minnevitch, Milton Berle 
Revue and a team of acrobats billed 
as “Added Attraction” are the 
stage end of this Fox bill. Fox’s 
“Happy Days” is the feature, run- 
ning 82 minutes on standard sized 
sereen. 

On this three-act show Minne- 
vitch is both the deucer and next- 
to-closer, making it open and shut 
for squawks, but no squawks from 
Zorrah about the 14th street audi- 
ence and none from the latter about 
Borrah. Minnevitch’s crew of 10 
harmonica-playing kids, with the 
leader always on top, playing and 
getting laughs, remains the peer of 
its type over all inferior copy acts. 
It is a socking vaudeville act that 
can play all theatres. For Union 
Square or Times Square. Here Min- 
nevitch declined to take more than 
one encore and the mob applauded 
and whistled into the following turn, 
Milton Berle’s Revue. 

Berle acts ran 44 minutes, thereby 


|automatically limiting its own field. 


ithe Academy want them 44 minutes |couple, «< 
long, with the okay also going for | punch 


It isn’t built for the big time as it 
stands and runs, and _ probably 
wouldn't be if cut in half. For 
Academy, however, oKay, as long as 


Berle’s solo work. His “elevator 


dance” gag was used by Ted Healy 
at the Palace, but maybe it wasn't 
Healy's, either. Anyway, giving the 


gag representation on both circuits, 
which isn't bad for a bum gag. 
Since reviewed a couple of week 

as a New Act, the Berle revue 
been cut from 60 minutes and 
rom description, changed around 
considerably, in people and materia! 
Rerle 


2°) ~people 


ao 


thereahonts 
or 


and few 


equalling 


or 


‘mounting to much 


is carrying an awful load with | 


| 
| 


| 
j 


| 
| 


|Osborne and Chicco, 7; Paul Sydell 
j}and Spotty, 6; Four Camerons, 13: 


| or ‘ . . ; 
| Joe Thomas Sax-o-tet, 6; Frank De 


Gs 


| Voe, 12; Al K. Hall, 14; Sylvia Clark, 
16, and “Glad Rags,” 7. 
That vaude is far more effective 


with running time down to the bone 


and acts hurried on and off as in 
picture units, is clearly demon- 
strated. Experts agree that vaude 
acts often do too much and that 
automatically causes the shows to 


slow up. It was speed here through- 
out the 81 minutes, and one way 
to get that speed, if the acts are any 
good at all, is to make them cut the 
superfluous stuff and quit bowing 
themselves and the audience to 
death. Achieved here this week and 
can be anywhere else. 

Not a single new act 
eight. 

Lane, Osborne and Chicco, about 
for some time, opened, doing only 
two dance: numbers, split by the 
harp double and effective all the 
way. 

On No. 2 Paul Sydell put his fox 
terrier, “Spotty,” through the best 
tricks in the slick little routine. The 
dog’s uncanny sense of balance, plus 
Sydell's showmanship, sells this one 
and more than the six minutes done 
is never needed. 

Next the Four Camerons, with the 
saucy-looking maid a fifth, clowned 
and danced their way through to a 
good finish. 

With the talk, not strong any- 
way, dropped entirely, Joe Thomas 
Sax-o-tet trumpeted and saxed it 
for appreciable returns, touch of 
comedy helping. Good little act and 
spotted right. 

Other turn in the center is Frank 
De Voe, smooth entertainer with 
songs, served up differently. Why 
his pianist has the piano directly 
facing the audience can’t be an- 
swered but it doesn’t look so well. 
Class is lent De Voe’s act by the 
lace design drop and the special 
runner carried. 

Al K. Hall did very nicely sixth, 
with one of the two girls (dumb 
one) helping him plenty to land 
laughs. That Spanish dance hall 
with this tired-looking girl is a wow 
and the jazz band satire for the fin- 
ish is even funnier. 

Sylvia Clark next to closing with 
customary surety. The comedienne’s 
voice sometimes gets a little tire- 
some, but this is probably because 
the “Chapter 18” song number with 
the incidental talk, is stretched out. 

“Glad Rags,” nine-people girl 
dancing flash, closed. Six form an 
ensemble, other three doing special- 
ties and all for finale an elabora- 
tion on Bill Robinson's step dance. 
Toe jazz specialty a little weak but 
rest of act punchy and classy. At- 
tractive set and costuines with the 
act. flashing it up nicely. 

Besides feature, screen 
Pathe Sound News 


am@6ng the 


mirrors 
Char. 


RIVERSIDE 
(Vaudfilm) 
For the first time in a long while 


this house got a break in business 
Saturday night. Not many seats 
empty. Maybe Jimmy Savo’s name 


responsible. Fedture flicker, “Last 
Dance” (Hollywood). Major portion 
of the bill ran smoothly and seemed 
fair enough entertainment for the 
neighborhood if lacking support for 
Savo. 


Legerdemain of Cardini intrigued 
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PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 
Chicago, March §&. 
Lita Grey Chaplin and Phil Baker 





\ 


ideliver the entertainment this week. 


| Minority was led by Rosita Moreno, 
| La Salle and Mack opened with 
'their fast, roughhouse comedy turn, 
suitable for its spot. Leslie Strange, 
jimpersonator, has too quiet an act 
ifor the deuce, but got over on his 
jearicatures of English political fig- 





ures and his burlesque radio an- 
nouncing. Naro Lockford and com- 
pany presented some burlesque 
tumbling, but the act was weakened 
by almost re} ting the opening 
iturn. Outstandins was the four- 
man burlesq le adagilv 

Josephine Harmon missed with 
her songs and comedy bits. Strictly 
a hoke artist, her new ritzy attempt 
fails to click. She's at hom push- 
ing a piano, but out of water wav- 
1 1 fan 


Rosita Moreno closed intermission 
with her Porto Rican band of 10; Jose 
Moriche, singer, and Paco 
her father.. Miss Moreno 
ing, but rolling her not en- 
tertainment. She manages a couple 
of and spends the best part of 
her routine sitting on the 
istairs handing out flowers. 
Baker, on to clown with Papa 
reno, did much to put the act 

After intermission Lita Grey 
onstrated personality ina 


to se] She has added 1 


SJIULENY, 
is charm- 
eyes is 
steps 
stage 
Phil 
Mo- 
acress 
dem- 
lity 
ew tunes, 
and WwW on later with Phil Bake 
ithe holdover. Together they 
livered solid stuff. Fact of their 
|; working together caused a lot 
|j}buzz among the audience after 
ithe recent newspaper stories, 
jperhaps heightened the effect 
itheir torch tunes. Baker 
jstooge in the box, as last 
|Business very good Saturday 


de- 
of 
all 
and 
of 
used a 
week, 
mat, 
Loop 


eee 


| RKO 
(Vaudfilm) 
Los Angeles, 

Nicely balanced vaude bill. Five 
acts—click, click, click—and no 
waits. Demonstrates the wisdom of 
the unit plan. This is first shag 
bill to reach Los Angeles and Ti 
gave the R-K-O its first relicf from 
an apparently chrenic in- 
efficiency. 

Opener and closer eyefuls. 
Alexander Sisters, nifty dancers, 
and Howard's Spectacle of trick 
pups and ponies, Between is a skit 
and two teams, one strongest on 
song, the other on chatter. Layout 
being brisk it drew appreciation all 
the way. 

Alexander dancers started with 
their intimate flash. Girls, dress and 
settings are attractive and the trio's 
lively work should rate a featured 
position on a bill of this general 
merit. Blonde’s slow tapping, solo, 
and the brunet team’s apache, fast 
and handled for comedy, registered 
the strongest as caught. 

Ken Christy Co (3) slide through 
a breezy mix-up involving a man’s 
ex and current wives. Healy and 
Cross, high hatted tenors; but not 
high brow, syncopated semi-chatter 
and tossed it into the crowd's iap. 
Well liked. 

Jesse Block and Eve Sully have 
a talk routine with lapses into sorg 
and action. Okay on the smart re- 
torts, the girl playing dumb. How- 
ard’s animals closing, as usual but 
not exclusively for kids, evidenced 
by the way the last show took it. 

Screen feature is “Murder on the 
Roof” (Col). News, cartoon and 
trailers for both this house and the 
Orpheum had the bill's running time 
up to two and a half hours. 


HIPPODROME 


(Vaudfilm) 

Big dimension bill, with Jim Cor- 
bett on stage and “Hit the Deck” 
(Radio) on screen, makes the draw, 
but the stage end suffers from lack 
of big laughs. 

Individually each act rates a pat 
with the one possible exception of 
No. 4, Maria De Como. She got the 
returns on the strength of the last 
song in her four-character reper- 
toire, a wop housewife, and then lost 

the audience with a ballad eneore. 
Biz for the second show unusually 
g00d in the face of a drizzling rain 
j}and generally sloppy atmosphere 
Saturday. 

Unusually long show this week, 
running to 203 minutes. Which 
means some slicing. Aim and motto 
is “three-hour show,” but overtime 
on this point can be laid to overdue 
organ solo and the intro spaces be- 
tween acts and films. Feature took 
109, Pathe sound reel, 12, and traite# 
material, 3. Overture was “H. M. S. 
Pinafore,” 4 mins. Vaude, minus 
the space har, 68 mins. 

In the order of presentation 


Maren 7. 


stave 
Stage 


Three 
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NEW ACTS 





NILS ASTHER 
Talk 

5 Mins.; One 
Chicago, Chicago 

Nils Asther is a definite box office 
name, but he hasn't got an act. 
Speaks with a thick accent that 
makes him unintelligible past the 
fifth row. 

Current routine is a very weak 
interview with the m. c. asking him 
“fan” questions. Dull and boring 
for everybody but the flaps. 
get a kick from the 
angle. Won't do for the majority 
of patrons as it stands. Drew the 
high school girls plenty on opening 
here Loop. 





“LIGHTS and SHADOWS” (8) 
Flash. 

18 Mins.; Full (Special). 
Jefferson (V-P). 

Cut from an 18 to an 8-people act, 
with running time chopped four 
minutes, “Lights and Shadows” is « 
faster act than before, besides hav- 
ing a lighter overhead. The best of 
bills offers no headache to this one. 
It’s a flash that’s different and one 
that insures returns. 

Among out is the cabin flat, act 
going straight into silhouette num- 
ber following sister team opening, 
one of the most novel hereabouts 
in a long while. 

At opening girls appear through 
drop as though in bed, singing a 
special number. But that silhouette, 
with the cooca-like dance is the 
nerts and some besides. At the Jeff, 
it had ‘em practically hanging on 
the chandeliers. 

The same girl later appears in an 
adagio number with three men do- 
ing the tossing. For a’ specialty 
she’s in an acrobatic dance that 
clearly brings out her technique. 
The pony ballet number formerly 
done has been eliminated as has 
been the pirouette by one of the 
men, 

Fifth here in a seven-act bill and 

f au well. Char, 





HUSTON RAY 
25 Mins.; Full 
8ist St. (V-P) 

Six years ago Huston Ray, con- 
cert pianist and composer, was 
around in a musical act which he 
billed as an “augmented orchestra.” 
“Variety” at that time commented 
that his turn was too high hat for 
vaude and that too many unfamiliar 
classical selections were employed. 
Apparently, Ray has profited by the 
experience of his former vaude ap- 
pearance and cut out the ritz. As 
the turn now stands it will please 
in most spots, but can still stand 
fixing. 

Too much time is given over to 
Sibylla Bowman, who supplies the 
femme touch. Miss Bowman, re- 
cently at the Mayfair Roof, is not 
strong enough to hold her spots. 
Turn opens as she appears for an 
imaginative audition. Goes into at- 
tempted comedy warbling, unfunny 
and much too long. Follows with 
a fan dance announced as from 
“Rose Marie.” The dance was from 
“Rose Marie,” but it gave the lay- 
men the impression that Miss Bow- 
man had done the dance in that 
musical. Later Miss Bowman re- 
turned for a pantomime dance, with 
some kicks, while comically pouring 
through a book. Her steps may 
have meant to express the thoughts 
of what she was reading, but no- 
body would ever think of that. 

Two musical bits add a classy 
tinge. Both were familiar and got 
by nicely. One, soloed by Mr. Ray 
on the ivories, was liszt’s “Lieber- 
straum.” Other soloed on the vio- 
lin by Bob Thompson, 

Band, of 10 pieces, closed with 
two good pops, “Cryin’ for the 
Carolines” and the torch, “Man 
From the South.” An unbilled chap 
out for some eccentric hoofing dur- 
ing the latter number, 

Trouble here is that there isn’t 
enough instrpymentation. Only two 
orchestra numbers, besides the cur- 
tain raiser. Wouldn't be a bit amiss 
to cut some of Miss Bowman's time 
and give i tto the band. 


and Merrymakers 





ROTH and SHAY 
Comic Acrobats 
10 Mins.; One 
81st St. (V-P) 

Slap-stick acrobatic duo, supply- 
ing the hoke laughed at everywhere. 
Routine practically the same as used 

by the other hoke acrobatic duos, 
“Dut there aren’t enough of them 
around town to harm this. 

Boys, in laff garb and wearing 
dead pans, open with a silly ditty. 
Thereafter mute and permit their 
buffoonery to speak for itself, which 
it does, and loudly. 

All body lifts and springs are 
gone through in the usual ludicrous 
manner. A foot or a head slide 
down the other’s loose pants, sup- 
posedly accidental kicks in the 

shins, chins, stomach and every 
other part of the anatomy and 
standing on the nose, the eyes or 
the ears instead of the head. 

Main part is strong. Encores are 
weak. These are mainly filled with 
hoke hoofing with an acrobatic laff 
for the clincher. 

At this house got howls. Especi- 
wily strong with the youngsters. 





They | 
in-the-flesh | 





TOMMY McAULIFFE (1) 
Golf Novelty 

15 Mins., Full (Special) 
Hippodrome (V-P) 

An appeal from three angles that 
can’t miss. Sentiment, as McAuliffe 
is armless; freak appeal in the 
manner the tricks are executed, and 
entertainment in the uncanny abil- 
ity of McAuliffe to call his shots. 
The act is further enhanced by wop 
comedy injected by an audience 
plant, later on the stage. In this 
department the act can stand some 
jacking up. All in all it’s a good 
novelty number for the middle of 
any show. Played No. 3 on a six- 
act bill for big returns 

Stage is set with a tee-off mound 
against a drop replica of the green; 
@oit ciubs and bualis aruund. Mc- 
Auliffe enters to chatter, demon- 
strating how he utilizes driver, 
mashie and illustrates a mashie 
shot. Halfway through the wop 
plant enters. McAuliffe bangs a ball 
from off a standard tee cup set on 
the reclining comic’s forehead. An- 
other trick is hitting the ball into a 
basket 10 feet away and driving au- 
dience call shots into the pockets of 
a special drop. 

LEWIS MACK and Co. (6) 
“Treat ‘Em Rough” (Comedy). 
18 Mins.; Full Stage (Special) 
Jefferson (V-P) 

A tenderfoot comic amid west- 
ern atmosphere in love with the 
daughter of the ranch owner and 
a male quartet in cowboy regalia, 
supplies the whys and wherefores of 
this turn. An old gag to be sure, 
but effective as done by Mack and 
the singing ranch hands. Some of 
Mack’s comedy bits elicited inter- 
mittent laughter from those sec- 
tions that used to respond to the 
wild west films in the silent days. 

Setting of a ranch house and 
plains background elaborate; cos- 
tumes all new. Only femme mem- 
ber hasn’t much to do other than 
flit in and out and sing with the 
male four. 

Mae@k carries the act and the 
quartet’s harmony effects are sec- 
ondary. Not much to the act other- 
wise. Mack clowns all over the 
stage; working hard to make his 
‘fraidy cat scenes with the “treat 
‘em rough” cowboys productive of 
laughs. He sings and does a slow 
motion dance that gets fair results. 

Mark. 


HITE, REFLOW CO. (1) 
Talk, Songs, Dances 

12 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Snappy. Played middle spot here 
on a five-act bill for deserving re- 
turns. 

Act was a backyard drop, with 
blonde opening by hanging out 
graduating series of white panties. 
There follows some 10th ave. re- 
partee with her beau. A cop ap- 
pears, and songs and dances follow. 
Winds up by the men instrumental- 
izing while the girl dances in teddy 
costume. The girl is the standout. 


BOB EMERSON (2) 
Talk and Instrumental 
22 Mins.; One 

Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Good enough for the nefghbs until 
the act becomes more smooth. 

The two henchmen Emerson has 
with him look like the yokels Frank 
Fay carried. Emerson strikes a Fay 
pose and mannerisms. Act did well 
here and the trio took a couple of 
encores which are part of the turn. 

Card manipulator needs a couple 
of helpers. Emerson makes his en- 
trance with some chatter. then goes 
into a brief imitation of Ted Lewis. 
Emerson will likely‘sell it better as 
he goes on. 


Too Much Talking? 


(Continued from page 7) 


vocal accompaniment. And the same 
goes for women. 
Talked Himself Out 

In the case of the Romeo speci- 
fied in the propaganda, the West- 
ernite using it as an illustration 
said he laughed as heartily as any 
male or female in the audience. In 
fact, he said, it was apparent that 
the average man is only too over- 
joyed when a kissing specialist talks 
himself out of passion’s realm. 

“It is a serious situation, this 
over-dialog, and one that is react- 
ing against the benefits of sound. 
Of course it is up to the producers 
to make the study. We can do noth- 
ing other than oversee the techni- 
cal ends of recording and reproduc- 
tion.” 

So said a Western Electric when 
queried about what actual steps W. 


E. had taken to revive silent 
touches. 
The reaction of various of the 


bigger film companies, and the Hays 

organization is one largely of 

“amusement” and “secret service” 

and “behind the Hollywood times.” 
Par Behind 

That Western is about three 

months to the rear of progress be- 





ing made on the Coast in dialoe and 
the “artistic handling of sound” is 
declared by one Hays spokesman. 

“Producers are not asleep to the 
defects and minorities in sound,” 
he declared. “As a matter of fact 
inferiorities that may be detected 
in some of the pictures today long 
since have been caught in Holly- 
wood as releases in the future will 
prove. Think back a year ago and 
you will realize that this is true and 
that the advancement made by pro- 
ducers has been remarkable.” 

Another Hays lieutenant burned | 
slightly: 

“The producers are packing the 
theatres of the land today with their 
pictures. I guess that speaks for 





itself. No, there have been no meet- 
ings here on the subject. There} 
wouldn't have to be. Western Elec- | 
tric could just go quietly to our 
members and make the suggestion 
There would be no noise or publicity 
about it.” 
Expressions 


Random queries in some of the 
companies got this expression at 
Paramount: 

“There can be no lapses in dialog. ! 
The public has been too completely | 
weaned away from silence. And we 
eannot follow the precedent for 
drama sgt by the legitimate stage. 
Were we to end conversation in vari- 
ous climactic points and interlude 
with soft music it would be like 
getting pictures back to old Bowery 
show days when they played 
‘Hearts and Flowers’ while the 
villain made off with the girl.” 

In First National the circuitous 
route taken by the electric in sound- 
ing sentiments on delicate matters 
seems to be well known. One execu- 
tive recalls in Hollywood: 

“On the West Coast Western 
Electric has a regular army of secret 
service men. You never know when 
you are going to bump into one. 
They have limitless expense ac- 
counts and some spend all of their 
time apparently dining film person- 
ages.” 

Radio Pictures regards the mat- 
ter of dialog as a problem which 
only individual companies can solve. 
Each story is different and each re- 
quires certain editorial treatment. 


BALTO EXHIBS FIGHT 
DAYLIGHT SAVING ISSUE | 


Baltimore, March 11. | 


Picture exhibitors of this town 
are fighting a volunteer day- 
light saving scheme fostered by the 
Baltimore Association of Commerce. 
Announcement of their stand was 
made last week through Herman 
H. Blum, president of the M. P. 
O. A. 


Opponents were encouraged when 
the City Council declined to au- 
thorize the municipal departments 
adopting the daylight savings time. 
Mayor Broening took the question 
under consideration, 

Those favoring rushing up the 
clock claim approximately 300 in- 
dustrial plants are back of their 
fight, and declare that a canvas of 
1,480 firms shows 1,179 want the 
d. 1. time, and 80% of employees also 
want it. 

The Housewives’ League, Dairy- 
man and wholesale producer deal- 
ers are lined up with the m. p. ex- 
hibs in opposition. 

Newspapers are on the sidelines. 














NEW MID-WEST CIRCUIT 





Jencks and Hooper Announce One 
for Kans., Nebr., and lowa 





Topeka, March 11. 

A new theatre circuit operating in 
Kansas, Nebraska and Iowa was 
announced here by M. W. Jencks, 
who says the company will be or- 
ganized within the next 90 days. 
Associated with him in the new en- 
terprise will be G. L. Hooper. 

Both men were in control of the 
Topeka theatres until the sale to 
Fox Mid-West last fall. They still 
head the Jayhawk and National 
Theatre companies here, which own 
the Jayhawk and Grand Theatre 
buildings and lease to Fox. Both re- 
mained with Fox after the sale in 
active management of the Fox in- 
terests here, but will leave April 1. 

Headquarters: of the new circuit 
will be in Topeka, Jencks said, 
though he was uncertain whether 
the circuit would attempt to com- 
pete with Fox locally. 

Other men interested in the new 
circuit, Jencks said, have been or 
still are in the theatre business in 
Iowa, Kansas and Missouri. 

Harry McClure of Emporia moves 
to Topeka to take up management 





of Fox theatres here. 





Wednesday, March 12, 


——— 





News From the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. : 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 





LONDON 


Desiree Ellinger obtained divorce 
against her husband, Col. Stirrett. 





Lansdowne House, Berkeley 
Square, has been bought by the 
Bruton Club, which aims to make 
it the most swagger mixed club in 
the world. Private theatre and all. 


Gladys Cooper has wound up her 
beauty parlor company. Couldn't 
make a dime. 





Squawk is being raised here be- 
cause the London County Council 
allowed the up and up Film Society 
to show “Mother,” the banned So- 
viet film, but didn't let the Workers’ 
Stage and Screen Guild do so. 


“The Artist and the Shadow,” by 
G. D. Gribble, is to follow “School 
for Scandals” at the Kingsway. 
Highbrow stuff with Beatrice Thom- 
son and Edgar Norfolk featured. 


“Charles and Mary,” John Tem- 
ple’s play about the poet Lamb, 
shifts from the outlying Everyman 
into the Giobe, with original cast. 


Sapper’s play, “The Way Out,” 
having flopped, the Comedy is re- 
hearsing “Odd Numbers,” by George 
Arthur and Arthur Miller. Leslie 
Henson producing, with Huntley 
Wright starred. 


Jeanne de Casalis, Ernest Thes- 
iger, and Elliott Seabrooke have 
waltzed out to the Arts to lead in 
a cleaned-up translation of Alfred 
Savior’s “Lion Tamer.” 


Besil Foster and Tom Miller have 
rented Daly's from Leon Lion and 
produce “A Song of Sixpence,” new 
play by Ian Hay and Guy Bolton, 
this month. 


is the new title 
theatre, formerly 
Opening is now 10 


Prince Edward 
for the Soho 
ealled the Ritz. 
weeks overdue. 





Jane Baxter, playing in “The 
Middle Watch” at the Shaftesbury, 
engaged to Clive Dunfee, racing mo- 
torist. 





NEW YORK 


Judicial action against Vincent 
Coll, accused of aiding in the mur- 
der of May Smith, dancer, and her 


sweetheart, Joseph Barrelli, non- 
pro, was postponed until today 
(Wednesday). 


Police are holding Jacob Hall, ne- 
gro porter, for the theft of jewels 
from Betty Compton valued at $2,- 
600. Miss Compton’s negro maid ac- 
cused Hall of entering Miss Comp- 
ton’s apartment and taking the 
jewelry. 


Eleanor Bantley, 25, actress, at- 
tempted to commit suicide by slash- 
ing her wrists and taking poison. 
She was discovered writhing on the 
floor by Joy Pieriri, non-pro, with 
whom she lived. Miss Bantley was 
confined to Bellevue Hospital. 


It is expected the “Leviathan” will 
be equipped for talking pictures 
sometime in April. 


Gruenberg’s Jazz Suite, medium 
between jazz and classical, was 
done in New York by Dr. Serge 
Koussevitzky and the Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestra at Carnegie Hall. 
It aroused much interest and: com- 
ment from the music critics, 





The suit of Warner Brothers and 
Vitaphone Corporation against the 
A.T.T., ERPI and Western Electric, 
involving certain sound patent 
rights, was dismissed by Judge 
Hugh Morris in the Federal District 
Court for Delaware on the grounds 
of lack of jurisdiction. 





Glen Briggs, brother of the Clare 
Briggs, cartoonist, testified before 
the Surrogate Court that his brother 
publicly acknowledged Marie C. 
Briggs, also known as Maggie Too- 
hey, as his wife several months be- 
fore his death. Marie C. Briggs is 
attempting to establish herself as 
the common law widow of Clare 
Briggs so she may claim a share of 
the $40,000 estate. 





Pauline Seymour Morris, actress, 
was committed to Bellevue Hospital 
for a sanity examination. Her hus- 
band asserted that she had threat- 
ened him with bodily harm, saying 
that God's voice urged her. 





Charles O'’Boyle, 29, acrobatic 
dancer, committed suicide in his 
room at 220 East 58th = street. 
Authorities believed that his impe- 
cunious and jobless condition was 
the reason for taking his own life. 





Bernays Johnson, vaudeville ac- 
tor, was held in $5,500 bail for trial 











by order of Judge William Harley 
of Passaic. Genevieve Calgan. 2° 
actress, charged Johnson with crim- 
inally assaulting her and with in- 
tent to kill. 


BE. Ray Goetz gave his former 
wife, Irene Bordoni, who recently 
secured a divorce from Goetz in 


Chicago, permission to sing the song 
hit from his show, “Fifty Million 
Frenchmen.” 


Will of James Churchill, founder 
of the restaurant which bore his 
name at 49th street and Broadway, 
left an estate of over $500,000 to his 
widow, Annie F. Churchill, and $50,- 
000 to Elsa Abadie, friend. 


Christine Norman, 40, legit ac- 
tress, killed herself by jumping 
from the 20th story of the Warwick 
Hotel. Sealed letters were left to 
relatives and her attorney. She is 
thought to have been in fear of can- 
cer. Miss Norman was the wife of 
Enos 8S. Booth, from whom she ha: 
been separated for five years 


Lou Tellegen, in the Parkway 
Hospital since New Year’s Day with 
severe burns, left March 7. 


Carmelle Ponselle, singer, engaged 
to marry Joseph L. Lyons, non-pro. 


Warners’ hiring of Al Jennings, 
reformed train robber, to coach Sid- 
ney Blackmer to play a westerner 
for “Under Western Skies,” was 
played up by the dailies. 

The injunction demanded by 
Henry F. Otto and Isidor Weiss to 
prevent William Fox from going 
through with his refinancing plan 
for $300,000,000 will be heard to- 
day (Wednesday) before Justice 
Mitchell May of the Brooklyn Su- 
preme Court. Otto and Weiss to- 
gether hold 850 non-voting class A 
shares of Fox Theatre Corp. They 
already hold a temporary injunc- 
tion and the hearing will be to de- 
termine whether it shall be made 
permanent. . 

Olga Petrova sailed Saturday on 
the “Vulcania” for her home on the 
Riviera. Miss Petrova stated that 
she was going home to get some 
good beer, as she couldn’t stand the 
needle beer around New York. 

A camera that photographs the 
interior of the stomach, invented by 
an Australian, F. G. Bach, was suc- 
cessfully demonstrated before phy- 
sicians in the Academy of Medicine. 
The camera is a quarter of an inch 





wide and half an inch long. It may 
be swallowed easily. 
Christine Norman, actress, who 


recently committed suicide, left a 
will bequeathing $500 of her $150.- 
000 to the constant care of a dog’s 
grave. The dog had been with her 
when she played in “Peg o’' My 
Heart.” To her invalid mother, as 
well as to her estranged husband, 
she left nothing. The rest of her 
estate was divided between relatives 
and friends. 

June Day, night club hostess, des- 
perate for publicity, slashed a paint- 
ing of herself on exhibition in the 
Grand Central Palace. The paint- 
ing was by A. H. Maurer. She was 
forcibly removed from the galleries. 
Dailies were wise to the publicity 
and commented on it as such. 


Mildred Appleton; 23, songwriter, 
filed suit for $25,000 against Charles 
Rubinger for an injury to her left 
hand. She claimed it was burned 
when she attempted to light an elec- 
tric bulb in her apartment at 137 
East 26th street, New York city, 
which is owned by Rubinger. 





Action of Mrs. Ella Blake, 69, 
Texas widow, against John \vexley, 
author of “The Last Mile,” is ex- 
pected to be settled out of court 
shortly. Mrs. Blake demanded $5,- 
000 from Wexley or a 25% interest 
in “The Last Mile” on the ground 
that Wexley based his play on a 
story written by her son, Robert 
Blake, published in the “American 
Mercury” after Blake was executed 
for murder. Wexley offered her a 
10% interest in the play, which was 
refused. 


The trial of Mae West and 53 co- 
defendants and former participants 
in “The Pleasure Man,” adjudged 
an indecent play, will proceed March 
17,, according to the peremptory 
order issued by Judge Bertini. 


Lou Tellegen took unto himself a 
fourth wife. He was married to 
Eva Casanova, his recent vaude 
partner, at Asbury Park. Tellegen 
stated that Miss Casanova will be 
his leading lady in a new play now 
in rehearsal. Tellegen *-as previ- 
ously married to Countess de Bronc- 
ken, Geraldine Farrar, opera star, 
and Isabel Craven, pro name Nin? 
Romano. 
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PARAMOUNT 
(“Tin Type Revue”—Unit) 
New York, March 7. 

For his “Tin Type Revue” Boris 
Petroff used revolving ( 
thereby inserting one novel note into 
a routine presentation unit. Five 
flat pieces, large one in the center 
nolding the stage band, revolve 
toward the finish to make it a win- 
ter scene as atmosphere for the 
Three White Flashes, roller skaters. 
The Flashes fail to reciprocate by 
ice skating, but roller skate in the 
winter set, but their bearing work 
is of the sort that prompts picture 
nouse audiences to overlook such a 
slight discrepancy. The trio, all 
men, work without a mat, sprinkling 
a bit of rosin on the boards for 
safety. Two do double leg and neck- 
hold spins while the third alternates 
with tumbling and acrobatics on the 
rollers. About four minutes and 
provide the unit with a 
Charlie Hill does comedy m. c.’ing 
in addition to his vaude pianolog, 
latter but slightly changed Hill 
plays a baby upright on a moving 
viatform and his finish is made a 
jlaugh by the big woman working 
with him vocally, dragging Hill and 
the piano off the stage simultane- 
ously. This woman, clicking herself, 
was unbilled but appeared from the 
rear of the house to be Llora Lloff- 
man, soprano, on earlier for straight 

singing in different costume. 
Old-time barroom drop with cut- 
for heads and limbs is the 
epening and leads to a toe number 
by the ballet, Dorothea Berke Girls. 
Vriday night one of the girls lost 


outs 


her box shoe, but continued with- 
out confusion and exhibited stage 
’ ve rind not always found 
in choruses. 


sassiter Brothers, remaining spe- 
cialty turn, hitting hard with their 
acrobatics and hoofing turn. Comic 
entrance for them on a tandem bike 
with a special lyric around it. Berke 
<irls contributed a following laugh 
in a bustle number, with the bustles 
animated and attaching themselves 
to the wrong rear ends. 

Money changing bit 
some kicks in the _ slats 
needed. 

’aramount’s film feature is “Only 

Brave” (Par). 

Rubinoff, conducting fiddler, 
back to direct the pit orchestra 
through a medley of theme numbers 
from Par films. At this house, to 
this audience, Rubinoff’s pit music 
seemingly is accepted the classy 
yortion of the bill. Rubinoff’s dy- 
namie baton exercises have a knack 
of bringing the audience up to a 
nitch, along with the musicians. His 
pit number stopped the show. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford 
double for their customary rendi- 
tion of pops on the consoles. Disney 
sound cartoon and Par_ sound 
news, balance. Hand for news shot 
of Rudy Vallee in Washington. 

Bige. 


involving 
wasn't 


th’ 


is 


BEACON 
New York, March 11. 

Semi-intellectuals and the bour- 
geois rich in this slightly uptown 
sector of Broadway are paying trib- 
ute to John Barrymore this week 
with extraordinary graciousness 
that speaks a mouthful for pictures. 
“General Crack” (WB) is second 
run here. On Monday night this 
newest of Warner theatres was only 
under 50 for capacity. Which in 
straight figures means about 2,938 
customers or thereabouts. 

This is something to consider in 
the face of house’s proximity to 
Times Square, but five minutes on 
the subway at the most and on foot 
perhaps 15 minutes, where the pic- 
ture not only enjoyed the glory of 
a special, but was stuck into the 
Strand as a programmer only a 
week ago. But beyond this there’s 
the added competitive fact of the 
neighborhood itself. On the same 
Side of the street, and situated not 
more than four blocks apart from 
one another, are three more neighbs. 
Two of these play pictures only. 
Third is a two-a-day combo. 

Heaped on to this are two other 
facts. One, the film opened Friday, 
four days ago; the other that fares 
favor the other houses. The Beacon 
charges 60 kopeks for the floor at 
night and six bits for loges and 
mezzanine. 

Socking the Babel section of Man- 
hattan like this, therefore, ought to 
make the Warner Bros. proud. It’s 
their newest house and only open 
about two months. 

“Crack” looks so good here that 
there’s talk of holding it over. And 
that’s another thing to consider— 
and watch! Picture is doing the 
best biz this house has seen of late. 

Beacon occupies a peculiar spot in 
theatres. It has all the appearances 
within of a regular de luxe house, 
but without presentations or vaude, 
and is stuck on the edge of a resi- 
dential section that is noted for its 
restless population. The folks who 
live around here are a mixed-up lot 
of the very good and the very bad, 
with a big smattering of the species 
known as four-flushers thrown in. 

Yet it may be that this very fact 
does the psychological trick of pro- 
viding the closely bunched theatres 
in this half-mile of territory from 
‘4th to 83d street on the west side 
With that clock-like b. o. parade of 
regulars. For the other houses rank 
vell §n receipts, too. 

_ There’s the advantage for 
owever, in that each has it 
iw angle 


each, 
own 


scenery, | than 





| for Warners time and date with the 
Broadway house, second runs at the 
worst, which gives it an advantage 
in pictures the others don’t enjoy. 
Loew’s never rates anything better 
second run here, but takes 
Paramount and Metro product. 
While the Keith’s 81st has the added 
vaude to bolster biz for competition. 

Program this night had only the 
feature and a Universal talking 
newsreel, with trailer stuff cut to 
minimum and giving show running 
time of 116 mins. Usual order is to 
have organ solo and 
short. Length of feature obviated 





| Newsreel was okay and 


sock finale. | 


Beacon plays first runs! 


these two. It ran 106 mins., which 

peculiarly, is 9 mins. longer than it 

took as a special. 

cus- 
two 

there 


the 
tomers enjoyed a chuckle or 
with Graham McNamee, but 
was an undercurrent sensed of too 
much magazine flavor in the 
About 10 clips that started with a 
religious ceremony in India and 
ended with the red riots in Wash- 
ington, D. C., and New York. 


ROXY 


(Presentation) 

New York, March 7. 
celebrates its third anni- 
versary with the current program. 
The stage show is commemorative 
of the occasion of the biggest candle 


Roxy 





lof success the house has yet lit. It 
|has the maximum of brilliance in 
color and technique. The biggest 


stage things of the Roxy crew are 
paraded out. They range from the 


gorgeous cathedral effects to the 
|giant birthday cake with all the 


trimmings, 

Feature picture, Fox's “Such Men 
| Are Dangerous,” is weak by com- 
parison to the live end of the bill. 
A much stronger film production 
would find difficulty to counterbal- 
ance it. 

Closing the presentation is 
birthday cake number, called 
| Anniversary Party.” This has Frank 
Moulan, Viola Philo, Patricia Bow- 
man, Malinoff Octet, Wally Crisham, 
Marie Doranelli, the Chef Quartet, 
{the Ballet Corps, Roxy chorus and 
Roxyettes. In fact, everyone but 
apparently Roxy himself and the 
janitors are clustered to receive the 
applause of M. Public. Even the 
ushers are called up front to dem- 
onstrate their setting-up exercises. 

Adagio performance with six men 
and two girls; solo Egyptian dance 
on platform elevated above the huge 
prop cake between the three candles 
and male tapper in eccentric silk 


the 


Roxyettes and ballet appear in mul- 
ti-colored attire, at one time sug- 
gestive of snapper-crackers and 
others as other party mementoes. 

The Cathedral exterior drop fur- 
jnishes a most impressive back- 
|ground for the openiag of “Proces- 
|sional Religioso.” Nuns in white 
jare by the Roxyettes, while the 
|} male chorus is customed as knights 
with gleaming helmets and shields. 
During the progress of the hymn 
candle lights are reflected through 
the set. 


A high priest and incense bearers 
appear before the set lifts to a full 
stage, showing the emblazoned inte- 
rior of a white-altared cathedral. 
The ballet comes from the side in 
gowns of gold and black, and dances 
to the accompaniment of the Roxy 
Symphony Orchestra. Number is 
given final touch when two dancers 
as angels are suspended by elon- 
gated wings either side of the altar. 

What affords a rare study in 
feather coloring is realized in an- 
other addition to the presentation 
called “In a Jasmine Garden.” Open- 
ing with a soprano in a box is a 
peacock and flower drop. Following 
the song by Beatrice Belkin, difficult 
trilling attempt, the drop divides 
into a series of floral arches. The 
lowest of these is used by both 
Roxyettes and ballet to further, the 
study in color. Ostrich plumes are 
featured in the costuming. 

Harold Van Duzee returns to the 
theatre this week repeating his ver- 
sion of “Laugh, Clown, Laugh” with 
as much success as on his original 
appearance here. 

Newsreels are Fox Movietone and 
Hearst Metrotone. 

The elaborate stage show should 
do business here this week, even if 
the talker can't. Waly. 


FIFTH AVENUE 


(“Desert” Unit) 





Seattle, March 3. 
Locally called the “Peach Idea,” 
although regularly the “Desert” 


Idea, current Fanchon & Marco unit 
is colorful, musical and ryhthmic, 
with a line of girls above average. 

Jackie Souders makes his debut 
here, his home village, as m.c. He 
has been at the Strand, Vancouver, 
for over two years, but did his first 
band leading here in various places 
and is widely known. 

Ed and Morton Beck got returns 
with their window cleaning song 
and original idea of “Laugh, Clown, 
Laugh.” Muriel Stryker is colorful 
in her dances, while Cropley and 
Viola, rope spinning and adagio, had 
no trouble. Girls get loads of ap- 
plause on specialties, and Souders’ 
announcements are pithy and in a 
few words. 

On screen “She Steps Out” (Fox) 
Betty Shilton on pipe organ okay. 

Trepp 





Vitaphone | 


reel. | 


“An | 


costume are featured in this special. | 





PARAMOUNT 


(Presentation) 
Brooklyn, March &. 
It's a show and a half for the 
dough this week. Competition must 
be pretty razor-edged around the 
downtown section of Brooklyn for 
Publix to put two units on the 


stage. There’s the regular unit from | 


New York, “Chauve-Souris,” as 
|well as a_e special presentation 
jround Rudy Vallee, besides’ the 
{usual organ, newsreel and feature 


trimmings. Albee, nearby, makes a 
| bid for the big play this week with 
an eight-act vaude bill, and Fox’s 
but a stone’s throw away, is giving 
the Brooklynites all it can stand for 
; the money. 

} As a whole the Par show 
to beat. For the screen draw 
has “Street of Chance (Par), 
rect from a Rialto, New York, 
On the draw from the stage 
it’s hardly a question but it’s 
| Vallee. “Chauve-Souris” is a differ- 
ent and disappointing unit. Nikita 
| Baileff, only person billed it, 
|others merely “internationa] artists” 
;and the stager’s name missing also, 
| announces various numbers through 
a microphone. He speaks in poor, 


hard 
house 

di- 
run. 
end 


is 


with 
with 


|many sounds. “Chauve-Souris” is 
| being taken off the Publix time 
| with the end of the engagement 
| here, No punch to it. Russian 
| stage show did only 23 minutes. 

| Vallee’s is “A Night at Villa 
| Vallee.” And don’t ever think the 


|former Maine theatre usher isn’t the 
| nerts out here. The minute Bob 
West finished his surefire organ re- 
| cital of theme songs from talkers, 


'the screen went blank, but some- 
|thing told the fans it was Rudy’s 
;}turn. That was the cue for the big 
| hand and it came. 


Although Vallee’s voice has a 
| tough time with it even by the aid 
of a big megaphone and the heart- 
| breakers’ personality is always left 
somewhere, the fans are unshaken 
jin their devotion. With a 24-piece 
band on the stage, Vallee does sev- 

| eral pop numbers as well as a spe- 
| cial cheer-leader selection for flash. 
| He is assisted by Lewis and Mvore, 
| mixed team, whose song and dance 
|j}material rates high, the kissing 
| business all but hanging the folks 
| on the chandeliers, Tap dance on 
| steps also scores, 
Vallee and his unit consumed 26 
| minutes. Only flaw was the radio 
| fav's crack, “read my book,” when 
}some one asked him why all the 
| women take the count for him. Dut 
|even that got a hand, so try to fig- 
ure it out. Char. 


STANLEY 


(“Red Rhythm”’—Unit) 
Pittsburgh, March 7. 

Whammed from start to finish. 
Shapes up as one of best Publix 
units to slip into town. With Indian 
band on stage the regular house 
aggreyation, led by Dick Powell, 
worked in one prior to the presen- 
tation. Red men delivered initial 
sock with hot number, and things 
moved at top speed from then on. 
Geraldine big with acrobatic con- 
tortions had ’em gasping, while 
Oaks and May had the necessary 
comedy wallop. Madie and tay got 
away to excellent returns with lariat 
twirling and dancing acrobatics. 


Dave Borudy’s overture out this 
week, cutting down running time, 
and Bernie Armstrong got back to 
organ with nicely devised “log.” 

Picture, “Dangerous Paradise” 
(Par), and biz atefirst show close 
to capacity. 

Opening ran more smoothly than 
any first show here in some time. 
Feature’s second showing disturbed 
more than a little by incessant ham- 
mering. between shows. Publix 
uniis are soon to be rerouted, giving 
stage crew time to set the night be- 
fore. Cohen. 


LOEW’S STATE 
(“Coral”-Idea) 


Los Angeles, March 6. 


Snappy turnover this week with 
“The Girl Said No” (M-G), running 
91 minutes on the screen and no 
other shorts, but the newsreel. Stage 
show down to 32 minutes, and fea- 
turing the return of Eddie Peabody. 
'From exploitation and _ publicity 
langles current bill can’t suffer. Pea- 
'body is a standby in this town. 


“Coral,” as an idea, is not so much 
talent as display. F. & M. have 
turned out better, but considering 
the task of putting out these units 
every week a muff once in a while is 
not amiss. As it happens, Peabody 
carries the show. So routined that 





what precedes and follows makes 
little difference. Atmospherically 
and scenically it’s all okay in a 


mild way. 

Royal Samoans (troupe) give the 
introduction a flavory tropical whiff, 
induced by Frank Duc yodeling a 
pertinent ditty. Hawaian group is 
picturesque. Regular girl lineup 
fade into this with regulation rou- 
tines, tepid in execution. 

Band, Georgie Stoll at the helm, 
is confined to one specialty, but 
good. Hot cornet solo, vocal chorus, 
and Stoll’s nifty fiddling send the 
number over. Duce, on a return, 
|} led the girls in a cameo set. 
body's spot sets him off 





right. 


jumbled English, little more than so | 


Pea- ! 


| Doubtful if there’s another banjo- 
list with as much technical asperity. 
{As such Peabody is an attraction. 
| Where he errs is in attempting to 
{gag and sing. 

Finale rather tame. 
itableau, but bring out a neat little 
laero-contortionist in La _ Petite 
| Marie, 


Usual fangies, with Miss Marie do- 
ling an iron jaw stunt in mid-air 
ifor the curtain. Biz at first show 
| Thursday very good. Span. 
| seibliciiaesiaiaiiiin 
} 
MARBRO 
(Presentation) 
Chicago, March 6 
Current presentation, “Jazz Bou- 


quet,’’ makes the grade, but contains 
some poor chorus routines and work. 
Also, none of its fa: are new to 
local picture ho audiences 
Benny Meroff is m. c. 

Auriole Crave 
|of tunes, and 
inice precision 
| Payne, blackface, established him- 
|self with piano and song routine. 
|Femme clown of Walzer and Dyer 
| big with hoke comedy, furnished the 
| 
| 


es 


ise 


n warbles a 
Burns Twins 
hoofing. 


couple 


deliver 


|}outstanding entertainment period. 

| Chorus eased through several dull 
}routines, with the ‘Hoosier Hop” 
}one of the most disorganized affairs 
| ever attempted. Stage band, con- 
i tinually going after novelties, up- 
|held its tradition with a harmonica 
ensemble. 


“City Girl’ (Fox), 
Picon Vitaphone short, sound 
and organlog completed. Business 
ivery good at the supper show Thurs- 
| day. Loop. 


fe Molly 


ature, 


CAPITOL 
(“Days of Yore’—Unit) 
New York, March 7. 

If business doesn't hit a good fig- 
ure here this week it won't be be- 
cause of the show and the draw it 
ought to have. Both the stage show 
and feature, ‘Lord Byron of Broad- 
way” (M-G-M) provide above aver- 
age entertainment, increasing chance 
lof word-of-mouth advertising on 
|the layout. If the unit, “Days oO’ 
Yore,” with the general good diver- 
sion plus the kick of the beef-trust 
ensemble, doesn't make for the free 
ads, then the talk ought to dwell on 
the feature talker. 

The Ten Tiny Tots is the billing 
for the hefty ladies in the presenta- 
tion. And are they big gals! Each 
weighs only a couple pounds this 
| side of a Mack truck. To see them 
in a typical Chester Hale routine is 
a comedy treat in the film houses. 
The 10 also appear in connection 
with the production given “Singing 
in the Bathtub,” the young hippos 
| being rolled out in bath-tubs. When 
| they take the towels away, there’s 
nothing but one-piece bathing suits 
to cover. It’s the chorus girl stuff 
of the 90’s brought to life with a 
little exaggeration but a great deal 
of comedy. Sort of duplicate of the 
hefty burlesque line gals in “Ap- 
plause.” 


For the finale, which circuses the 
atmosphere, with the musicians on 
three different stands that turn like 
merry-go-rounds, the weighty girls 
appear again to do a dance as chorus 
knockouts of days long buried. For 
this they wear long dresses and red 
stockings, giving finale a_ perfect 
atmospheric touch. 

King, King and King, recently in 
legit, and the Chevalier Bros., acro- 
bats out of vaude, are highlights in 
the regular act contingent. Danc- 
ing trio, never tiring in a fast and 
lengthy tap routine, topped every- 
thing for applause. Chevaliers over 
nicely but could work a little faster 
on consonance with style and tempo 
of picture house units. 

Charlotte Conrad, Thiel and How- 
ard and Nat Spira are worked into 

unit in appropriate spots but 
mostly for bits, outside of the pop 
song donce by Spira. Ali are in 
singing numbers and plenty here, 
Wesley Eddy, m. c., favoring songs 
and numbers having to be built up 
to work in the fat girls. Eddy does 
well with “Mean to Me,” which he 
sings as himself, as a wop comedian 
and as Helen Kane would do it. 
His boop-la-dooping is a wow, noth- 
ing less, 

Because of the 








“production” na- 
ture of the unit, chorus boys are 
used in several of the musical 
scenes. They darce with the Hale 
Girls, who are played down in this 
presentation, and also help on the 
singing. Unit is laid in a garden 
setting. Only thing out of place are 
the circus band uniforms worn by 
members of stage band and wanted 
for that finale. Too bad a change 
couldn’t be allowed for somewhere. 
Chester Hale staged the unit, turn- 
ing out a neat job. 

“Tschaikowskiana,” compilation of 
airs by the famed Russian composer, 
is the overture, with Yasha Bun- 
chuk conducting. Newsreel is 
made up of Fox- Movietone, Hearst- 
Metrotone and Paramount News 
clips. 

Cut into the newsreel matter 
something new in the way of trail- 
ers, apparently made by M-G-M 
Called “Entertainment News,” it’s 
shots supposed to be taken at the 
studio as an advance on Greta 
Garbo'’s “Anna Christie.” The trailer 
doesn’t give an advance Mis 
| Garbo s voice, how®ver, it heing fig 
ired t should be saved to 


em in for the ipeture itself. 


is 





on 


his drag 


f nar, 


Girls pose in | hig names. 





jand 


istandout 





news | 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, March 7. 
Plenty of show this week and two 
Haines on the screen in 


“Girl Said No” (M-G), and Nils 
Asther on the stage. Combination 


a blonde with limber limbs. | grew tremendous opening trade. 


Asther (New Acts) is on for only 
five minutes at the tail end of a 
long presentation, rating a reception 
a click in spite of the fact his 
showing is merely a weak interview. 
Flaps get a peek and that’s evident- 
ly enough, 


Rest of the stage above averace. 
Frankie Masters moved into the 
loop this week to m Bo has 
j}developed popularity in this town, 
and deserves it, Two acts sur- 
rounded Masters. Joe Besser, on 
and off with his comic interruptions, 
and then for a spvt in front of the 


drapes to clown with Masters Then 
Allan Reno, who has played several 


|houses around town, does his Eng- 
Johnny 


and dance turn and his 
comic French violinist bit 
Chorus was on and off for several 
fair routines. Mistake to bring the 
“Hoosier Hop” number into the ace 
house after it iad been done in the 
neighborhoods. Band has a couple 
of numbers to itself, one a medley 
of pop tunes and the other a hoofing 


lish song 


bit. Lads line up and do a tap that 
; went big here on the novelty. 
“Vagabond Kine” selections as 
jorchestra feature with a _ singing 
ensemble on the stage. Seven M-G- 
M silent news clips. Loop 
| (Continued from page 47) 
|sag after the McAuliffe act, and 
| Maria De Como cashed in because 


of hardly no laughs up to her ar- 


rival. Miss De Como is far froma 
slight personality physically. She 
uses the handkerchief wave in the 


same boring attitude of most stage 
girls. It’s one hanky after another 
these days. Some one of these days 
a lady will pull out an American 
flag on her ring, and the crowd will 
cheer. 

Corbett and O’Brien float along on, 
inverted comedy about the war ant 
politics, with Corbett’s rep the main- 
stay of the turn, although O’Brien, 
b. f., the Neil O’Brien of minstrelsy, 
comic fixes for all right. Slim 
laughter through turn, and only fair 
hand, 

Mascagno Four closed. Pair of 
adagio mixed duos, who put onan act 





in full with drapes without flash 
and plenty of real dancing. Good 
act and applause. 
(Vaudfilm) 
A well filled house greeted the 
matinee Saturday. Draw appar- 


ently due to Radio's “Hit the Deck,” 
here all week and heavily exploited. 
Vaude, running to 57 minutes, nice- 
ly diversified for but three acts. 


Houston Ray and his Merry- 
makers (New Acts) shoved off. 
Ray, concert pianist and com- 


poser, and his musical turn, were 
liked, though the turn can stand fix- 
ing. 

Roth and Shay (New Acts), com- 
edy acrobats, proved the shortest 
and the strongest spot on the bill. 
The kids especially enjoyed their 
hoke gymnastics. 

Randall and Watson, with Earle 
Browne, rounded out for a big hand. 
Randall is a polished hoofer, for 
taps and eccentric, and otherwise 
works smoothly. 

Miss Watson, sprightly brunet, 
oke on the legmania but weak on 
the pipes. Luckily, the latter is 
very brief. She showed best in the 
opening number, comedy acrobatic 
dance, with Randall. Browne as- 
sists at the ivories and takes the 
spot for ‘a one handed classical! 
selection. 

Pit orchestra, under leadership of 
Jules Lenzberg, drew a big hand 
from the mob with their sea and 
sailor melodies, in keeping with the 
feature pix. Mainly Gilbert and 
Sullivan selections used. Also Pathe 
News. 


86TH ST. 


(Vaudfilm) 


Good layout for first half with but 
three acts of vaude instead of five. 
Chop is due to the running time of 
“Hit the Deck” (Radio). Latter did 
its box office stuff Saturday night. 
Complete sellout and standees. 

Florence Richardson’s band has a 
satisfactory routine of instrument- 
als. Seven men and girl harpist ~ 
comprise band with Miss Richard- 
son alternating between baton and 
violin. Five numbers, all pops, with 
Sonny O'Brien, vocalist, and Edna 
Sedgwick. dancer, sandwiching spe- 





cialties which are the act’s back- 
bone. 

Earl Faber, assisted by Margie 
McIntyre and an inbilled male 
;eccentric dancer, tickled with Fa- 
| ber’s clowning over in a big way 
| Miss McIntyre, a looker, spotted a 
couple of dances to click, while the 


oined Faber 
uncorked a 


other chap of the tris 
in the clown stuff and 
good aerobatic dance 
tlossom Seeley and 
ind pianist toplined 
heavily in closing Act 
paim slamming 


Penny 


na 


Fields 
scored 
to pro- 


Ldba 


a 
guit 


ged 


” 
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Wednesday, March 12, 1930 














Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (MAR. 15) 


THIS WEEK (MAR. 8) 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 











Picture 





Theatres | | 


i] 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (14) 
Dave Apollon 
Danzi Goodall 
Burns & Swanson 
Lillian Shade 
(7) 
*‘Days o' Yore”’ 
Chevalier Bros 
King King. & King 
The Tin ts 
Charlotte C nied 
Thiel & Howard 
Nat Spira 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Byron of B’way” 
Paramount (15) 
“Tin Types’ Unit 
tubinoff 
Charlie Hill 
Jesse Crawford 
“Only the Brave” 
Roxy (15) 
Harold Van Duzee 
M Vodnoy 
J P Coombs 
S Porttopovitch 
Beatrice Belkin 
Patricia Bowman 
Leonide Massine 
Margaret McKee 
Frank Moulan 
Violo Philo 
Malinofft 8 
Wally Crisham 
Marie Doranelll 
The Chef 4 
Markert's Roxyettes 
“Men Are Dangero’s’ 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Avalon (7) 
Cookie’s Bd 
Carnival Russe Unit 
Capitol (7) 
Charlie Craft's Bd 
Shapiro & Omalley 
Gagnon & B 
Isabelle Mohr 
8 Goodman Singers 
Chicago (7) 
“Spring Glory Rev” 
F Master's Bd 
Nils Asther 
Je Besser 
Allan Reno 
Chicago Thea Bal 
Singing Ensemble 
“Girl Said No” 
Granada (7) 
“Benny's Rev” 
Benny Meroff Bd 
B Farrel & Dad 
Simms & Bailey 
H Regal & Cecil 
Granada Ballet 
“First Command” 
Marbro (7) 
Dancing Around’ U 
Joey Ross Bd 
L Basquette & HS 
M NecNeece & Ridge 
Delano Dell 
Marbro Ballet 
“First Command” 
Oriental (7) 
“Ingenues Gam” U 
The Ingenues Bd 
Jean Boydell 
Bernard & Henrie 
“Sky Hawk” 
Paradise (7) 
“Showland” U 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Rio Bros 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Helen Kennedy 
Floria Vestoft 
Woods Miller 
D Berke Girls 
“Condemned” 
Stratford (7) 
Ted Leary 
Ferris & Ray 
Alexander & Peggy 
Tivoli (7) 
‘Novelties of 1930’ U 
Al Kvale Bd 
Gene Sheldon 
2 Black Dots 
Schichtel’s Mario 
Olyn Landick 
Gamby Hale Girls 
“Condemned” 
Uptown (7) 
*Publix Anni Show’ 
Barto & Mann 
Stone & Vernon 4 
A Robins 
Yorke & Johnson 
Vivian Fay 
¥ Evan's Ensemble 
“Condemned” 
TON 
Metropolitan (8) 
*Puttin’ 
Sammy Cohen 
“Only the Brave” 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (8) 
“Columns” Idea 
Rube Wolf 
Florence Stern 
Rome & Gaut 
Maxine Evelyn 
Billy Rolls 
Niles Marsh 
Dorothy Henley 
“Happy Days” 
Paramount (8) 
‘Night at V Vallee’ 
Sammy Lewis 
Patti Moore 
Billy Gleason 
R Vallee Orch 
“Chauve-Souris” 
Nikita Balieff 
“Street of Chance” 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (8) 
vwovazz Preferred” 
Phil Lampkin 
Yvette Rugel 
Hal Sherman 
Kendall Capps 
Bryant 
Rains & Young 
D Berke Girls 
‘Their Own Desire’ 
Hippodrome (8) 
Billy House 
Lorraine Weimar 
Helen La Vonne 
Francis Logan 
Frank Farber 
Jack Young 
Bobby May 
Mildred Hunt 
Hum & Strum 
Dorothy Samson 
Fred Lightner 
Roscella 
Jean Carr 
“Evidence” 
Lafayette (8) 
“Idea la Green’ 


Zz 


Unit 


U 


On the Dog’ 


Moran & Weston 
Franklyn Record 
torn & Lawrence 
Way Watts & A 
| Doris Neirly 
| Sunkist Beauties 
J shnny Lyon s Bd 
“The Melody Man” 
CLEVELAND 
State (8) 
“Bermuda B" 
Teddy Joyce 
Runaway 4 
Sally & Ted 
Helen McFarland 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Not So, Dumb" 


DALLAS, TEX, 
Palace 
2d half (14-16) 
‘Believe It Or Not’”’ 
The Great Leon 
Earle LaVere 
Mary & Bobby 
Walter Powell 
Evans Girls 
DENVER, COL. 
Denver (13) 
“Shanghai Jesters” 
Seed & Austin 
Mary Williams 
Bemis & Brown 
Electa Havel 
Serova Girls 
DES MOINES, 
Paramount 
ist half (15-17) 
“Mardi Gras” 
G D Washington 
4 Ortons 
2 Gobs 
Dorothy Neville 
4 Harmonists 
2 Royal Midgets 
F Evans Ensemble 
DETROIT 
Fox (8) 
“Jazz Temple” I 
Wallie Jackson 
Frankie Jenks 
Lita Roberty 
Eppee 
Sunkist Beauties 
‘Men Are Dangero’'s’ 
Fisher (8) 
“Streets of Bom” U 
Johnny Perkins 
Russ - Morrison 
Pasquali Bros 
Hasputra 
M McKenzie 
Dave Gould Girls 
Edwourd Werner 
“Couldn’t Say No” 
Michigan (8) 
Eleanor Brooks 
Ted Lewis Bd 
‘Roadhouse Nights’ 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (15) 
“Showland”’ 
Rio Bros 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Helen Kennedy 
Floria Vestoff 
Woods Miller 
D Berke Girls 
NEWARK 
Branford (8) 
“Alladdin’s Rev” 
Milton Douglas 
Nancy Kelly 
Gabriel Hines 
Harold Reider 
“New York Nights” 
NEW HAVEN 
Fox-Poli (8) 
“Types’’ Idea 
Trado Twins 
C Diamond 
Harold Stanton 
H Berman Bd 
Sunkist Beauties 
“The Girl Said No” 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Saenger (15) 
“Painted Melodies” 
Forsyth & Kelly 
Irene TayJor 
Birdie Dean 
King & King 
Irwin Lewis 
Duval Sis 
D Berke Co 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Paramount 
2a half (21-23) 
“Sky Harbor” 
Herschel Henlers 
Collette Sis 
Giersdorf Sis 
Cleo yo 
Jimmy Ra 
PHILADELPHI A 
Earle (8 


U 


IA. 


U 


(8) 
‘Parisian Frolics’ U 
Bob Hall 
Adelaide Hall 
G & M Eline 
Lillies of the Field 
“Other Tomorrow” 
Fox (8) 
“Hl Studio Girls” 
Charles Rozelle 
John Dale 
The 3 Gobs 
Lorris & Fermine 
Miles & Perlee 
6 Wind Demons 
Freddie Bernard 
“Happy Days” 
Mastbaum (8) 
“Ace High” Unit 
Verne Buck 
Winnie Lightner 
“Hello Sister’’ 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright (8) 
“Miami Nights” U 
Jay Mills 
A & G Bloom 
Hyde & Burrill 
Marjorie Barth 
Cyril Guthoerl 
Penn (8) 
“Gypsy Dreams" 
Leon Navara 
6 White Lillies 
Sonny Krevoft 
Carlton Saxton 
Chester Hale Girls 
Gypsy Daredevils 
‘Men Are Dangero's’ 
Stanley (8) 
“Red Rhythm” U 
Dick Powell 
U S Indian Bd 
Bernie Armstrong 
*"‘Dangero’s Paradise’ 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay's (8) 
S De Vries Rev 
Eddie Noll 
Frank Bacon 


U 





. 1 Philbrick & 


Devau 
| Large & Morgner 
Bussey & Case 
2 Hops and a 
jlaze o’ Glory”’ 
SAN ANTONIO 
Texas 
Ist half (17-20) 
“Believe It or Not’ 
The Great Leon 
Earle LaVere 
Mary & Bobby 
Walter Powell 
Evans Girls 


WASH’TON, D. C. 
Karle (8) 
Nick Lucas 


Miss | 


| (8) 

| "Screen Melodies” I 
Fanchon & Marco I 
Lamberti 

Karavaeff 

Franklyn & Warner 

Sherry Loulse 

Robt C Cloy 

| J & B Welling 

| Everts & Lowry 

Sunkist Beauties 
Alexander Callam 
Meyer Davis Sym 

| Leon Brusiloft 

| “Happy Days” 

Palace (15) 

“Ven Carnival” 


U 








Dir. 





Feel Pretty Certain 
My Specialty Clicked 


’Cause I’m Still 


At the Palace Theatre 
Manchester, 


JACK POWELL 
LEDDY & SMITH 


Eng. 











“Loose Ankles” 
Fox (15) 

“Hollywood Girls’’ I 

Fanchon & Marco I 

Freddie Bernard 

Chas Rozelle 

3 Gobs 

Alexander Callam 

Lorris & Fermine 

John Dale 

Miles & Perlee 

6 Wind Demons 

“South Sea Rose” 


Loew Unit 
“Ladies In Love” 
(8) 
"Gym-Jams” 
Loew Unit 
Trixie Friganza 
Davey White 
B Walthour 
Flo Mayo 
Jean Spence 


Unit 


Jr 





Chester Hale Girls 
“Not So Dumb” 








Loew 


t 








NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 
Ist half (15-18) 
Louvan 3 
Russell & Marconi 
Dixon Holer Co 
Brandeis C & M 
E Morgan Co 
2d half (19-21) 
J & B Cayanaugh 
J R Walsh Co 
Anderson & Graves 
Jock McKay 
Frank Masters Co 
Delancey St. 
Ist half (15-18) 
J & B Cavanaugh 
Lloyd & Brice 
C & M Dunbar 
Joe Darcey 
Edna Torrence Co 
2d half (19-21) 
Frank Viola Co 
Fein & Tennyson 
Billy Maine Co 
Joe Rose Co 
(One to fill) 
irmount 
ist half (15-18) 
J R Walsh Co 
B Arlington Co 
Mae Usher 
Picchiani Tr 
(One to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Rubio Sis 
Hazel Romaine Co 
Savoy & Mann 
Watson Sis 
Bomby & R Gang 


Grand 
ist half (15-18) 
Polar Pastimes 
Clark & O'Neil 
Anderson & Graves 
E Conrad & M Eddy 
Frank Masters Co 
2d half (19-21) 
Van Horn & Inez 
Anita Stewart 
Flynn & Mack 
(Two to fill) 
Lincoln Sq. 
ist half (15-18) 
Olvera Bros 
M & Her Picks 
(Three tw fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Parker & Mack 
Meyers & Roth 
Kemper & Jeannie 
Lane & Harper 
Edna Torrence Co 
National 
ist half (15-18) 
Baby Bobby & B 
Morrell & Beckwith 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Lane & Harper 
6 Davillos 
2d half (19-21) 
Les Jardys 
Clark & O'Neil 
Mary Haynes Co 
Carter & Aalbu Sis 
(One to fill) 
175th St. (15). 
Wesley Eddy 
Chevalier Bros 
11 Little Dew Drops 
Charlotte Conrad 
Elsie Thiel 
Edna Howard 
Nat Spira 
King King & King 


Oo eum 
Ist half (15-18) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Jue Fong 
Nat C Haines Co 
Kitchen Pirates 
(One to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
D Harris & V Land 
(Others to fill) 
Paradise (15) 
Dave Schooler 
Winifred & Mills 
3 Small Bros 
June Carr 
(One to fill) 
State (15) 
3 Rhythm Dancers 
W West & McGinty 
Venita Gould 
Lou Holtz 
Enchanted Forrest 
Victoria 
Ist half (15-18) 
Cooper & Rodelle 
Ketch & Wilma 
Lillian Shaw 
Tracey & Hay Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half (19-21) 
Kafka Stanley & M 
Al Fields 





Johnny Hudgins Co 
C & M Dunbar 
J Hackette Co 
BROOKLYN 
Bedford 
Ist half (15-18) 
Van Horn & Inez 
3 Tiffany Boys 
Angus & Searle 
Flynn & Mack 
J Hackett Co 
2d half (19-21) 
Gt Johnson 
3 Jests 
Robinson & Pierce 
Carl Freed Orch 
(One to fill) 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (15-18) 
Cahill & Maybelle 
Fein & Tennyson 
Carl Emmy’s Pets 
Roy Cummings 
Carter & Aalbu Sis 
2d half (19-21) 
Polar Pastimes 
Dora Early 
Ketch & Wilma 
Joe Darcey Co 
Adler & Bradford 
Kings (15) 
Herman Timberg 
Sammy Timberg 
Barbara Blair 
Leo Chalzel 
(One to fill) 
Loew's 46th St. 
Ist half (15-18) 
Rubio Sis 
Rosita Hoya Co 
Howard Smith Co 
Klein Bros 
Signor Friscoe Co 
2d half (19-21) 
Gordon & Day 
Farr & Davis 
Carl Emmy's Pets 
Tucker & Smith 
J & K Spangler 
Metropolitan (15) 
Le Grohs 
Harrington Sis 
“Gobs of Joy” 
(Three to fill) 
Oriental 
Ist half (15-18) 
Les Jardys 
Ryan Sis 
Bronson & 
Jock McKay 
Carl Freed Orch 
2d half (19-21) 


Gardner 


(Two to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Fulmer & Wayne 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
Picchiani Tr 
(Two to fill) 
BOSTON 


Orpheum (15) 
Manning & Klass 
Lomax & Johnson 
Smith & Hart 
Les Gellis 
Benny Barton Ce 

CANTON 


Loow’s 
Ist half (15-13) 
“Gypsy Dreams” 
Hungaria Tr 
Milo 
Sammy Krezoft 
Leon Navarra 
Carlyle Saxton 
2d half (19-21) 
A & G Falis 
T & A Waldmaa 
J & K Lee 
Toney & Norman 
A Pritchard & Boys 
CLEVELAND 
Granada (15) 
Les Ghessiz 
Kay & Sayre 
Dodd & Rush 
Allan Rogers 
(One to fill) 
COLUMBUS 
Loew's (15) 
Runaway 4 
Teddy Joyce 
Helen McFarland 
Sally & Ted 
(One to fill) 
CORONA, L. IL. 
Plaza 
ist half (16-18) 
Rath Bros 
Myra Langford 
Savoy & Mann 
Cole & Snyder 
J & K Spangler Co 
2d half (19-21) 
Cahill & Maybelle 
Angus & Searle 
Mae Usher 
Cyclone Steppers 
(One to fill) 
EVANSVILLE 
Loew's (15) 
cd & Lee Traver 
Billy Beard 
Sidney’s Frolickers 
(Two to fill) 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Loew’s (15) 
Aurora 3 
Bob Nelson 
J Berkes Co 
Meyers Lubow & R 
(One to fill) 
JAMAICA, L. f. 
Valencia (15) 
Al Evans 
Desha & Sansone 
Tito Coral 
Jerry Coe & Bros 
Shaw & Lee 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (15) 
Eddie Leonard 
3 Dennis Sis 
4 Flash Devils 
Bobby Gillette 
Berta Donn 
Pat Henning 
KANSAS CITY 
Loew’s (15) 
Gene Dennis 
Sunshine Sammy 
Milady’s Fan Co 
(Two to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
State (15) 
Bernard & Townes 
Ferry Corwey 
Lang & Haley 


U 


Carl Shaw Ceo 
(One to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (15) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
C & C Stroud 
Burke & Durkin 
Sam Hearn 
Down Home 
NEWARK 
State (15) 
Maximo 
Miller & Henrietta 
Kelly Jackson Co 
Emil Boreo 
Betty Cooper Rev 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (15) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
J & B Brown 
Al Herman 
Oscar Stang Or 
(One to fill) 
NORFOLK, VA. 
State (15) 
Vardel Bros 
Green & Blossom 
Billy Glason 
Living Jewels 
(One to fill) 
PITTSBURGH 
Loew's (15) 
Caligari Bros 
Wilfred Du Bols 
Ken Whitmer 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
(One to fill) 
RiCHMUND, VA. 
Loew's (15) 
Eddie Sheriff Co 
Clark & Smith 
McLallen & Sarah 
Ruloff & Elton Rev 
(One to fill) 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (15) 
6 Lucky Boys 
Caits Bros 
Harry Kahne 
Belle Baker 
Mr & Mrs Lyte 
SYRACUSE 
Loew's (15) 
6 Rockets 
Casa & Lehn Co 
T Christian Orch 
(Two to fill) 
TORONTO 
Loew's (15) 
Dresden China Unit 
WASH’TON, D. C. 
Loew's (15) 
Ted Claire 
Zelaya 
Nina Oginska 
Tommy Atkins 6 
Peg Bates 
Katherine Lewis 
WOODH’AN, L. I. 
Willard 
Ist half (15-18) 
Gordon & Day 
Fulmer & Wayne 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
Adler & Bradford 
2d half (19-21) 
Olvera Bros 
Myra Langford 
Billy Arlington Co 
Signor Friscoe Co 
(One to fill) 
ONKERS 
Yonkers 
Ist half (15-18) 
Kafka Stanley & M 
Anita Stewart 
Tucker & Smith 
Dancing Youth 
(One to fill) 
2a half (19-21) 
Jue Fong 
Bronson & Gardner 
Conrad & Eddy 
E Morgan Co 


Or 





(One to fill) 








Keith’s 








NEW YORK OITY 
Chester 

ist half (15-18) 
H & M Ristori 
Devito & Denny 
Lubin Larry & A 
Dodge Twins Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Rudell & Dunigan 
W Desmond Co 
Myers & Hannaford 
Roxy's Gang 
(One to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
Hollywood Col 
3 Blue Steppers 
Barry & Whitledge 
Eddie Nelson Co 
Big eey, 


um 

ist half (15-18) 
Armand De Voe Co 
Danny Small Co 
H Miller & J Velie” 
Van & Schenck 
Coliseum Frolics 

2d half (19-21) 
Geo Andree Co 
Flo Lewis 
Norman Thomas 5 
Coliseum Frolics 
(One to fill) 








Maryland Col 
Murdock & Mayo 
Corinne Tilton 
Malinoff 8 
(One to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Swan & Lewis Rev 
Brady & Wells 
White & Manning 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Ada Brown 
Carl Freed Co 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Roxy’s Gang 

‘ordham 

Ist half (15-18) 
Carrie & Eddy 
Den Cummings 
Al K Hall Co 
Roxy's Gang 
(One to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Naro Lockford 
Stan Kavanaugh 
H & M Ristori 
Clifford & Marion 
Davison's Lopns 

2d half (12-14) 
The 6 Franklins 
Thelma White 
A & M Havel 


Boyee & Della 

Lamont 4 

F Richardson Or 
8 


(8) 
Maryland Col 
Eileen & Marjorie 
Tom McAuliffe 
Marie De Coma 
Corbett & O’Brien 
Mascagna 4 

Jefferson 

Ist half- (15-18) 
Sargent & Cammie 
Cardini 
Cardiff & Wales 
4 Camerons 
Flo Lewis 

2a half (19-21) 
Russian Art Circus 
Murdock & Mayo 
J Thomas Saxotette 
Paul Kirkland 
Richie Craig 
Al K Hall 
Garden of Roses 

2d half (12-14) 
Vic Honey 3 
William: £bbs 
Angus & Searle 
Stan Kavanaugh 


Jr 


Don Lee & Louise 
Clifford & Marion 
Honey Tr 


125th St. 
Ist half (15-18) 


Prospect 
Ist half (15-18) 
Murand & Girton 
Thomas Saxotette 
Stewart & Gardner 
J & M Harkins 
Francois Densmore 
2d half (19-21) 


Togo Co 
Meehan Shannon 
Ryan & Segal 


Seymour & Howard 
(One to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Alice Deyo Co 
John Orren Co 
His Wedding Night 
Bob Emerson 
Crande!l's Circus 
AKRON 
Palace (15) 
Casson Bros & M 
Brooks & Ross 
Morris & Campbell 
Frank Gaby 
Joe Bonomo 
(8) 
6 Marinellie Girls 
Maker & Redford 
Pollack & Dunn 
Wilton & Weber 
(One to fill) 
ALBANY 
Proctor’s (15) 
Jerome & Ryan 














In BORIS PETROFF’S 


“Publix” 


“TIN TYPES” 


Unit 











(3) WHITE FLASHES (3) 
PARAMOUNT, N. Y. C.—NOW 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 

3 Capps Suite 16 
Philseed Millard & Marlin 
(Three to fill) Marinelli Girls 
2d half (19-21) (One to fill) 
Local Girls (8) 
(Others to fill) Francois Densmore 
2d half (12-14) Moro & Francis 


Morin Sis 
Stamm & Walton 


Boy Scouts 

(Two to fill) 
Palace (15) 

Honey Tr 

H F Welch 

Ike Rose’s Midgets 

Ricardo Cortez Co 


Dillon & Parker Co 
(8 

3 Orantos 

Don Cummings 

Femme Follies 

Harris & Radcliffe 

Chinese Whoopee R 

Henry Bergman Co 

Anna Seymour 

Michon Bros 

Carrie & Eddy 
Riverside 

Ist half (15-18) 

Hibbitt & Hartman 

Modern Cinderella 

(Three to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 

Carrie & Eddy 

Franklin D’Armour 

Ben Pollack Co 


(Two to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
N Olivette & Boys 


Rude'l & Donegan 
Garden of Roses 
Brady & Wells 
Henry Pergman Co 
Royal 
Ist half (15-18) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Geo Beatty 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
H F Welch 
Buck & Bubbles 
Kikuta Japs 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (12- 
Monte Carmo 
Geo Broadhurst 
Sinclair & Ciark 
Chain & Conroy 
Sierak’s Mysteries 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (15) 
Paul Yocan Co 
Blossom Seeley 
Chain & Conroy 
Burns & Kissen 
Siamese oo Or 


(8) 
L. Osborne & Chicko 
P Sydell & Spotty 
4 Camerons 
J Thomas Saxotette 
Frank Devoe 
Al K Hall Co 
Sylvia Clark 
Glad Rags 
Bushwick 
Ist half (15-18) 
Mary Mang Co 
Riand & Regan 
Lido Boys 
Togo Co 
Farnell & Florence 
Crandell’s Circus 
2a half (19-21) 
Murand & Cirton 


14) 











159 West re As I a 
NEW YO 


France & La Pell 2d half (12-14) Brennan & Rogers !' Van & Brown 
“sore... JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
MANHATTAN 


Paris Fashions 
Flo Lewis 
Roissman's Ala 
BOSTON 
Keith-Albee (15) 
Hill Billies > 
Johnny Downs 
La Belle Pola 
Harris & Radcliffe 
Flowers of Seville 
(8) 
J Rankin & B Bells 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Raynor Lehr Co 
C Slim Timblin Co 
Dixie Days 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (15) 
Large & Morgner 
Goss & Barrows 
Solly Ward Co 
Pollack & Dunn 


Jean Carr 
Bobby Mae 
Mildred Hunt Co 
Fred Leightner 
Billy House Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (15) 
Boyd Senter Co 
Hilton & Almy 
Tiny Town Rev 
Wilton & Weber 
Jules Bledsoe 
Hal Skelly 
The Detoregoes 
(8) 
La Salle & Mack 
Leslie Strange 
Nardo Lockford Co 
Josephine Harmon 
Rosita Moreno Co 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Phil Baker 
State-Lake (15) 
Alice Mack & Fay 
Curly Burns Co 
3 Doctors 
F & J Hubert 
Tillis & LaRue 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (15) 
Harriman S & L 
Maker & Redford 
Esther Ralston 
Conlin & Glass 
6 Jansleys 
(8) 
Enos Frazere 
Coscia & Verdi 
Claire Vincent Co 
Carroll & Lewis 
H Carroll Revuette 
CLEVELAND 
105th St. (15) 
Fayne & De Costa 
Bernice & Foran 
Viola Dana Co 
Harry Holmes Co 
Aileen & Marjorie 
(8) 


2 Daveys 
Love In the Ranks 
Summers & Hunt 
Roger Imhoff 
(One to fill) 
Palace (15) 
Tiller Sunshine G 
Leslie Strange 
Josephine Harmon 
Gene & Glenn 


(8) 
Will Higgie & Girls 
Millard & Marlin 
Esther Ralston 





TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 








Russell & Marconi 
Lillian Shaw 
M & Her Picks 
(One to fill) 
Pitkin (15) 
3 Ritz Bros 
Paul Remos Co 
Olive Faye 
Gloria Lee 
Estelle MacMeal 
emier 
ist half (15-18) 
Meyers & Roth 
John Barton Co 
Musicana 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Bill Casey Co 
Lloyd & Brice 
(Three to fill) 
AKRON 
Loew's (15) 
G D’Ormonde 
Jack North 
Sophie Tucker 
Demarest & Deland 
Hughie Clark Co 
ATLANTA 
Grand (15) 
Eton Days Unit 
BALTIMORE 
Loew's (15) 
Bobby Walthour 
Flo Mayo 
Trixie Friganza 
Jean Spence 
Davey White 
Prosper & Maret 
BAY RIDGE 
Loew's 
Ist half (15-18) 
3 Jests 
Billy Maine Co 








Harry Downing 


F Richardson Co 

Roth & Shay 

Alma Rubens 

Jimmy Savo 

Modern Cinderella 
Ist St. 


8 

Ist half (15-18) 
Joe Daly Co 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Davison’s Loons 
Clifford & Marion 
(One to fill) 

2a half (19-21)° 
Medronna & D Or 
Sargent & Cammie 
May Wirth Co 
4 Camerons 
Marveltone 

2d half (12-14) 
Campus 5 
Smith & Hadley 
Bernivici & Girls 
Jay C Flippen 
Dack Shing Tr 

86th St. 

Ist half (15-18) 
C Mountaineers 
Snyder & Cooley 
Alma Rubens 
White & Manning 
(One to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Maryland Col 
The Du Ponts 
H Miller & J Velie 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
Clair Sis & O'Day 
Rudell & Donegan 
Siamese Twins Or 
Lamont 4 
Norman Thomas 6 

58 


th St. 
Ist half (16-18) 








Uaivemne ume Bd 
Franklin 
Ist half (15-18) 
Shurr Twins & T 
Harry Holman Co 
Ryan & Segal 
Roy Rogers 
Jones & Wilson 
2d half (19-21) 
Morrell & Elinore 
Holden & Kayle 
J White & L Boys 
Stewart & Gardner 
J & M Harkins 
B & 8S Creations 
2d half (12-14) 
Tenkai & Okinu 
Green Sis 
Ott Morgan Co 
Sydney Stone 
McCarthy & S 
Lucille Benstead Co 
Hamilton 
Ist half (15-18) 
Zelda Bros 
S Page & Peggy 
Raymond Bond Co 
The Foys 
Medronna & D Or 
2d half (19-21) 
Alice Dey Co 
lee Morse 
Lewis Mack Co 
Coogan & Casey 
Liazeed Demnati Tr 
2d half (12-14) 
IJ Moore & B Reve! 
Beth Challis 
J & K Spangler 
Ned Norworth 
Eno Tr 
Hippodrome (15) 
Bellecilair Bros 
Two Blossoms 





John Barton Co 
Cook & Oatman 
(One to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
4 Peaches & a Pear 
Briscoe & Waters 
Bayes & Speck 
Goss & Barrows 
Wilson Bros 
Whirling Along 

Kenmore 

Ist half (15-18) 
Garden of Roses 
Jimmy Savo 
Norman Thomas 5 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Luster Bros 
Harrison & Dakin 
Dodge Twins Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (12-14) 
Stanley Bros & A 
Houston Ray Co 
Lubin Larry & A 


Van & Schenck 
(One to fill) 
Madison 


Ist half (15-18) 
Swan & Lewis Rev 
Franklin D’Armour 
Jim McWilliams 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Francois Densmore 
Lubin Larry & A 
Eddie Nelson Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
Murand & Girton 
Norton & Brower 
B Seeley & B Fields 
Sarl Faber Co 


C Bennington Bd 


Moss & Frye 
Morris & Campbell 
DENVER 
Orpheum (15) 
Gaynor & Ryron 
Fulton & Parker 
Olsen & Johnson 

(Two to fill) 
(8) 


Dance Fables 
Hal Neiman 
Ray & Harrison 
Fred Sylvester 
(One to fill) 
FLUSHING 
Keith's 
Ist half (15-18) 
Brady & Wells 
Eddie Nelson Co 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Gracella & Theodore 
Van & Schenck 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Joe Mandis 3 
3 Rolling Stones 
Dillon & Parker 
Fanny Brice 
D Byton & Girls 
JERSEY CITY 


tate 

Ist half (15-18) 
Cook & Oatman 
Cadette 6 
(Three to , fill) 

2d ha!'f (19-21) 
Crandell’s Circus 
High Ho Boys 
Harry Holman Co 
Farnell & Florence 
(One to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
Raymond Bond Co 
Patricola 
Clifford Wavne 6 
i (Two to fill) 








KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (15) 

Bee Hee & Rubyatt 
Eddie Pardo Co 
Pat Rooney Co 
(Two to fill) 
(8) 


LaSalle & Mack 
Blood & Thunder 
Florrie LeVere Co 
Chamberlain & H 
6 Brown Bros 
L. BEACH, CAL, 
Keith’s (15) 
Ken Christy Co 
(Others to fill) 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (15) 
Lee Twins 
Medley & Duprey 
Galla Rini & Sis 
Jack Pepper 
(One to fill) 


— 


PITTSBU} RGH 
Harris (15) 
Caites & Claire 
Foley & Latour 
Victorgraff 
(Two to fill) 
(8 


) 
Ross & Costello 
Lewis-Raymond- 
(Three to fill) 

PORTLAND 

_Orpheum (15) 
Lime 3 
Adela Verne 
Bob Hope 
Webb's Ent’rt'iners 
(One to fill) 

(8) 

Great Rolle 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Vox & Walters 
4 Diamonds 





(One to fill) 





A B. Leach & Co 


Inc 





HOWARD SLOAT 


BONDS FOR INVESTMENT 


57 Witham St.. N.Y 





(8) 
3 Alexander Girls 
Ken Christy Co 
Healy & Cross 
Block & Sully 
Howard's Poniés 
McK EESPORT 
Keith's 
Ist half (15-18) 
Clifford Wayne 6 
Pinto Arcara Flet’er 
Brian McDonald 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Bud & Elinore Cole 
Frank X Silk 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Jolly Tars 
Foley Latour 
(Three to fill) 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (15) 
The Dakotas 
Henry Santrey Bd 
(Three to fill) 
(8) 
F & J Hubert 
job Albright 
Blackstone 
(Two to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Imperial (15) 
Hunter & Monte 
Rozo Snyder Co 
Evans & Mayer 
4 Phillips 
(One to fill) 
(8) 
Zovd & Wallen 
Jimmy Allard Co 
Marie Marlow 
Songs & Steps 
(One to fill) 
MT. VERNON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (15-18) 
Nord & Francis 
Frank Sinclair Co 
Buck & Bubbles 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (19-21) 
Don Cummings 
Alma Reubens 
The Foys 
Mascagna 4 
(One to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
5 Lelands 
H F Welch 
Lewis Mack Co 
Jones & Rae 
Jack Hayes Co 
NEWARK 
Palace (15) 
P Sydell & Spotty 
Will Osborne Orch, 
Sylvia Clark 
I, Osborne & Chicko 
(One to fill) 
(8) 


» 


La Belle Pola 
Johnny Downs 
Frank Gaby 
Major Mite 
Buck & Bubbles 
Flowers of Seville 
NEW ROCHELLE 
Keith’s 
ist half (15-18) 
Lewis Mack Co 
Bayes & Speck 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
D Byton & Girls 
Don Galvin 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Brennan & Rogers 
Francill 
2a half (12-14) 
Amac 
2 Blossoms 
H Miller & J Velie 
Richy Craig Jr 
Kikuta Japs 
OAKLAND 
Orpheum (15) 
Cirillo Bros 
Monica & A 8S} 
Scott Sanders 
Pepito 
(One to fill) 
(8) 


celly 


Lee Twins 
Galla-Rini & Sis 
Medley & Duprey 
Jack Pepper 
(One to fill) 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (15) 
Dance Fables 
Hal Neiman 
Ray & Harrison 
F Sylvester Co 
(One to fill) 


(8) 
Odds & Ends 
Sidney Marion 
(Others to fill) 

AWA 

Keith’s (15) 

Mary Marlow 
Jimmy Allard Co, 
(Three to fill) 

(8) 








| 
Pavley 


PROVIDENCE 
Albee (15) 
Jean Rankin 
Raynor & Wehr 
Slim Timblin 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Dixie Days 
(8) 
Luster Bros 
Grace Doro 
Ricardo Cortez Co 
Savoy & Mann 
Freddy Ross Co 
ROCHESTER 
Palace (15) 
Daveys 
Lieut Gitz Rice 
G Dunbar & Nile 
Michon sros 
W Higzgie & 
(3) 
Albertina Rasch Co 
Little Jack Little 
Williams & D'l'ney 
Mijares 
(One to fill) 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Orpheum (15) 
The DiGatanos 
Derickson & Brown 
Powers & Jarret 
Stuart’ & Lash 
The Cavaliers 
($8) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Fulton & Parker 
Olsen. & Johnson 
(Two to fil!) 
SAN DIEGO 
Orpheum (15) 
Alexander Girls 
Ken Christy Co 
Healy & Cross 
Block & Sully 
Howard's Ponies 
(8) 
Oukrainsky 
Nash & Fately 
W & J Mandel 
Owen McGiveney 
The Wager 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (15) 
6 Am Belfords 
Howard & Newton 
Teck Murdock 
Bill Robinson 
(One to fill) 
(8) 


9 


Girls 


Cirillo Bros 
M & A Skelly 
Scott Sanders 
Pepito ‘ 
(One to fill) 

SCHENECTADY 

Keith’s 

Ist half (15-18) 
F & J Rhinehart 
Paris Fashions 
Little Jack Little 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Wally & Zeller 
Pat Daly Co 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 
B & M Dupont 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Paxton 
Sunshine Girls 


Orpheum (15) 
6 Galenos 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Al Trahan 
(One sed 


) 
Arthur Petley Co 
told & Raye 
T’mp’st & S’nshine 
Sol Gould 
(One to fill) 
SPOKANE 
Orpheum (15) 
Lomas Tr 
Tyler Mason 
Natacha Nattova 
Sully & Thomas 
(One to fill) 
(8) 
The Kitayamas 
Foster Fagan & C 
Danny Duncan Co 
Ken Murray & 
The Charlestons 
(One to fill) 
ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (15) 
LaSalle & Mack 
Bland & Thunder 
Florrie LeVere Co 


Chamb’rl’n & Hines 


6 Brown Bros 


(8) 
Cherry Bl’ss'm & J 
Honey Boys 
Rin-Tin-Tin 
Leavitt & Lockw’d 
(One to oat 
ST. PAUL 
Orpheum (15) 
Zastro-White Rev 
Faber & Wales 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 


This Week: The Le Grohs, 
e Rex Maras 





Taylor & Bobbie 
Willie Solar 
Geo Andree Co 
(Two to fill) 
PATERSON 
Keith's 
Ist half (15-18) 
Gray Family 
Ruddell & D'nnig'n 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Nick Lucas 
4 Jacks & Girlie 
2d half (19-21) 
St. Clair Sis & O'D 
Danny Small 
Tom McAuliffe 
Bayes & Speck 
Jack Hayes Co 
2d half (12-14) 
Hill Billies 
Br'wn & C'rr'n Sis 





Hey Day of Youth 
Walter Walters Co 
RKO Discoveries 





| 12 


| Cora 


Bob Albright * Co 
(Two to fill) 
8 


(8) 
Heras & Wallace 


| Orville Stamm Co 


Weaver Bros 


|Home Folks 


(One to fill) 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (15) 

Mijares 

Watts & Hawley 

Marty Maye 

o’'Clock @ev 

(8) 

Green 

Solly Ward 

Frank Gaby 

Lieut Gitz RI! ig 

(One to fill) 

TACOMA 3 

RKO Pantages (15) 

Arthur Petley Co 

Gold & Raye 


Co 
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Sol Gould 
(One to ie 
(8 


Lime 3 
Adela Verne 
Bob Hope 
Webb’s Entr’ ‘tin 
Webb’s Ent'rt’ners 
ne to fill) 
si TORONTO 
Imperial (15) 
R’d Donahue & Pal 
My Wynne & S’nny 
Geo Broadhurst 
Whlie Solar 
Albertina oe 
(8 


4 Phillips 
Dixie 4 
Bozo Snyder 
Evans & Mayer 
The Cansinos 
Shea’s (15) 
Jean Carr 
Bobby Mae 
Mildred Hunt 
Fred Leightner 
Billy House Co 
T 


RENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (15-18) 
Weber & Ray 


Wilson & Dobson 


or 





Ray Shannon 
Kikuta Japs 


VARIETY 


- — nO 


oF 





—= 





F & J Rinehart 
Bert Walton 
Songs & Steps 

2a haif (12-14) 
Le Paul 
Harry Holman Co 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Sheldon Heft & L 
(One to fill) 

VANCOUVER 

Orpheum (15) 
The Kitayamas 
Foster Fagan & C 
Danny Duncan Co 
Ken Murray & 

The Charlestons 
(One to fill) 

(3) 
6 Galenos 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Al Trahan 
(Qne to fill) 
WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 

Ist half (15-18) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Peter Higgins 
(Three to fill) 


2a half (19-21) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
3 Capps 
Peter Higgins 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (12-14) 


Ada Kaufman Girls 





EXCLUSIVELY 1 DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 





EN ROCK 





1632 B’way. at 50th St.. N. Y¥. City 
(One to fill) Carlos Comedy Cir 
2a half (19-21) Fitz & Witz 
Wilson Kepple & B| Peter Higgins 
May Questelle (One to fill) 
Big Parade WINNIPEG 
Hibbett & Hartman Capitel (15) . 
(One to fill) Heras & Wallace 
2d half (12-14) Orville Stamm Co 
Liazeed D’manti Tr | Weaver Bros 
Sidney Page & Home Folks 
Jack Janis Co (One to fill) 
The Foys (8) 
(One to fill) Frabell’s Frolics 
TROY Manny King Co 
Proctor’s Nan Halperin 
Ist half (15-18) Burns & gllen 
Pat Daly Co (One to fill) 
(Others to fill) YONKERS 
2a half (19-21) Keith's 
Paris Fashions Ist half (15-18) 
(Others to fill) Luster Bros 
2a half (12-14) Dorothy Byton Co 


A Friedland Rev 
(Others to fill) 
UNION HILL 
Capitol 
Ist half (15-18) 
High Ho Boys 
Seymour & Howard 
Chinese W peenee R 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Weston & Lyons 
Boganny’s “md'ns 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Anger & Fair 
Barbier Simms Co 
Rae Samuels 
Mazzetti Lewis Co 
(One to fill) 
UTICA 
Gayety 
Ist half (15-18) 
Wally & Zeller 
Bert Walton 
Geo Andree Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 


jrenan & Rogers 
(Two to fill) 
2a halif- (19-21) 
Sawyer & Eddy 
Sidney Page & P 
Frank Sinclair Co 
Roy Rogers 
(One to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
4 Jacks & Girlie 
Freeman R & M 
Wm Desmond Co 
Corinne Tilton 
Francill 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (15) 
Stanley Bros & A 
Coscia & Verdi 
Anderson & Burt 
Carroll & Lewis 
Harry Carroll Rev 
(8) 
Harriman 8 & L 
George Beatty 
Tiny Town Rev 
Conlin & Glass 





6 Jansleys 








Fanchon & Marco | 





ATLANTA, GA, 
Fox (14) 
“Hollywood Girls’’ 

3 Gobs 

Chas Rozelle 
Lorris & Fermine 
Miles & Perlee 
John Vale 


BRIDGEPORT 
Palace (15) 
“Types” Idea 
The Trado Twins 
Carlena Diamond 
Harold Stanton 
BROOKLYN, 
Fox (14) 
“Drapes” Idea 
Frank Meline Co 
Jerome Mann 
Dorothy Kelly 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Lafayette (14) 
“Jazz Temple” Idea 
Wally Jackson 
. Sylvia Doree 
Nora Schiller 
Gus Elmore 
Temple Beauties 
BUTTE, MONT. 
Fox (12) 
‘International’ Idea 
Markell & Faun 
Federico Flores 
Mignon Laird 
Billy Carr 
Osaka Boys 
DENVER, COL. 
_Tabor Granda (12) 
“Ivory” Idea 


N. Y¥. 


Jeanne McDonald 
Eddie Lewis 
Brown & Willa 
HOLLYWOOD 
Egyptian (13) 
“Skirts” Idea 
Neal Castagnoli 
Ruth Silver 
Julia Curtiss 


LONG BEACH 
West Coast (13) 
“B’ way Venuses” I 

Mel Klee 


Wells & Winthrop 
Aerial Bartletts 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew’s State (13) 
“G G Gypsy” 
Chaz Chase 
Earl Knapp 
George Price 
MIAMI, OKLA. 


Coleman (14) 
‘Screenland Melo’ 
Karavaeft 


Lamberti 
David Reece 
Sherry Louise 


I & B Welling 

Lucille Iverson 

Everts & Lowry 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (13) 


Countess Sonia 
S Bekefi 





Up In the Air Girls 


16 N Y B Winners 


Idea 


rankiin & Warner 


“Carnival Russe’ I 





“FISHER and GILMORE 


REEVES & 


LAMPORT 


LONDON 








4 High Hatters 
y Meyer 
Betty Lou Webbs 
Peggy Carse 
Goetz & Duffy 
DETROIT, MICH. 
. (Fox 13) 
"Blac} k & Gold’ "z 
4 Kemmys 
Arnold Grazer 
Maxine Hamilton 
Lee Wilmot 


Ist half (13-15) 
“Marble” Idea 
Roy Smoot 
Fran: ia 
Harris 3 
Al & Jack Rana 
Georgene & Henry 
Flobelle & Charlie 
G. FALLS, MONT. 

Grand (12) 

“Desert” Idea 
E & M Beck 
Muriel Stryker 
Cropley & Violet 
Cc Torney Girls 
HARTF’RD, CONN. 
.., @pitel (15) 
att In Taps” Idea 
Myrtle Gordon 
todney & Gould 
Al & Hal 


Johnny Plank 


arla 


Russian Sunrise 3 
Sam Linfield Co 

NEW HAVEN 

Palace (15) 
“Accordion” Idea 
Burt & Lehman 
Theo & Katya 
Nat Spector 
Mary Price 


Grand 
Ist half (15-18) 
“Idea In Green" 
Born & Lawrence 
Moran & Weston 
Franklyn Record 
Way Watts & A 
Doris Nierly 
OAKLAND 
Fox 
“EBves”’ 
6 Candreva 
Pon Carroll 
Paul Olsen 
B&eé& E Burroff 
Keo Yoki & Tok 
OKLA. C ITY 
Fox (13) 
“Jazz Cindere!la’ 
Mae Usher 
Roy togers 
Pauline Alpert 
James Gaylord 
Billy Randall 
| Albert Hugo 
Adair & Stewart 





NIAGARA FALLS 


PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (13) 
“Columns” Idea 
Rome & Gaut 
Niles Marsh 
Billy Rolls 
Maxine Evelyn 
Dorothy Henley 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Broadway (13) 
“Peasant” Idea 
June Worth 
Johnson & Dunker 
Diehl Sis 
Gen Ed Levine 
Belcher Dancers 
SACRAMENTO 
Fox (13) 
‘“Trees’’ Idea 
Maynon’s Birds 
Levine & Reicard 
Mavis & Ted 
Esther Campbell 
SALEM, ORE, 
Elsinore (13) 
‘Peasant’ Idea 
June Worth 
Johnson & Duker 
Diehl Sis 
Gen Ed Levine 
Belcher Dancers 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (13) 
“Coral’ Idea 
Maurice & Vincent 
Eva Mandel 
The Royal Samoans 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (14) 
“Sunshine” Idea 
Bailey & Barnum 
Arline Langan 
Norman Selby 
Vince Silk 
Richard Wally 
Kenny Creel 
Mary Lou 
SAN JOSE 
California 
ist half (16-19) 


“Marble” Idea 
Roy Smoot 
Francia 


Harris 3 

Al & Jack Rand 
Georgene & Henry 
Flobelle & Charlie 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Fifth Awe. (12) 
“Havana Bound” I 


H & F Seamon 
Romero Family 
Stella Royal 
Samuel Lopez 
SPOKANE, WASH. 
American (12) 
“Overtures” Idea 
Edison & Gregory 
Toots Novelle 
Louise Manning 
Huft & Huff 
Helen Hille 
SPRINGFIELD 
Palace (15) 
“Far East” Idea 
Frank Stever 
Helen Pachaud 
M Sanami Co 
Ruth Kadamatsu 
Joan Hardcastle 


HOUSTON, TEX, 
Majestic (13) 
Samaroff & Sonia 

Talent & Merit 
Kramer & Boyle 
Palm Beach Girls 
(One to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (15) 
Wright Douglas Co 
Claudia Coleman 
Eddie Dale Co 
Freda & Palace 
Felovis 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (15) 


Rose Perfect 
McKay & Ardine 
Butler Santos Co 
(One to fill) 
SAN ANTONTO 
Majestic (15) 
Kanazawa Japs 
Brooks & Rush 
Pilcer Douglas & M 
Jerome & Grey 
(One to fll) 
TULSA, OKLA. 
Orpheum (106) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Rose Perfect 
McKay & Ardine 
Butler Santos Co 





Maxine & Bobby 


(One to fill) 








ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Fox (13) 
Dominoes” I 
Klicks 
Paul Mall 
Dexter Webb & D 
TULSA, OKLA. 
Orpheum (14) 
“Gardens” Idea 
Slate Bros 
Moffa & Mae 
Vina Zolle 
Cliff Nazzaro 
UTICA, N. Y. 
Gayety 
2a half (19-21) 
“Idea In Green” 
Born & Lawrence 
Moran & Weston 
Franklyn Record 
Way Watts & A 
Doris Nierly 
WATERBURY 
Palace (16) 
“Kisses’’ Idea 
JI & J McKenna 
Will Cowan 
E Flat 4 
Helen Aubrey 
Mable & Marcia 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Wallen & Barnes 
Dave Hacker 
WORCESTER 
Palace (15) 
“Baby Songs’’ Idea 
Penny Pennington 
Rose Valyda 


“Hot 
Les 











Pearl Hoff 
Alene & Evans 








Association 








C’D’R RAPIDS, IA. 
Iowa 

ist half (16-18) 
Monge Tr 
Will Aubrey 
Hall & Pillard 
Irene Vermillicn Co 
(One to fill) 

2a half (19-22) 
Little Pipifax 
Harry Waiman Co 
(Two to fill) 


CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 
Orpheum 
Ist half (14-16) 
Winchester & Rgss 
Alexander-Santos 
(One to fill) 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Englewood 
ist half (16-18) 
Homer Romaine 
Flagler Bros & R 
Peggy Ritchie Co 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (19-22) 
Bush Bros 
Fox 2 Rev 
Winchester & Ross 
(Two to fill) 


DAVENPORT, IA. 
Capitel 

ist half (16-18) 
Kelso Bros Rev 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (19-22 
O’Connor Family 
Hall & Pillard 
Irene Versaiition Co 
DES MOINES —¢ TA. 


Orpheu 
Ist half (16-18) 
Little Pipifax 
John Steele 
Harry Waiman Co 
2a half (19-22 
Blackstone 
(Two to fill) 
DETROIT, 
Hollywood 
ist half (16-18) 
Bert Nagle 
Marion Wilkins Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (19-22) 
3 Melvin Bros 
(Two to fill) 
Oriental (14) 
Jack Dempsey 
Sallardo 3 
(Three to fill) 
DUBUQUE, IA. 
Spensley 
Ist half (16-18) 
Perry 2 & Tarris 
Senna & Dean 
Harry Girard Ens 
anda IND. 
2a half (20-22) 
Dell O'Dell 
Princeton & Renee 
Jack Kneeland Co 
(Two to fill) 
FT. WAYNE, IND. 


Palace 

ist half (16-18) 
Dixie 4 
Corey & Mann 
Senator Murphy 
(Two to fill) 

2a hatf (19-22 
Victor Oliver Co 
The Natty Club 
(Three to fill) 
G’D R’P’DS, M’CH. 

Keith's 

ist half (16-18) 
3 Melvins 
Lonesome Club 
Ruiz & Bonita Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (19-22) 
Orign'l H'ney Boys 
Stanley Rollickers 
(Three to fill) 


HOLLAND, 
Holland 
Danceland Ltd 
Foster & Peggy 
Ben Tahar Tr 
INDN’P’LIS, IND. 
Lyric (15) 
Yong King Tr 
Helen Justa & C 
Brown Derby Bd 
(Two to fill) 
LNCOLN, 
Stuart (17) 
Mildred Andre Co 
Sherman & MacVae 
(One to fill) 
LONDON, CAN. 


, 


MICH. 
(15) 


NEB. 


Loe 
ist half (17-19) 
Tex McLeod 
Jack Pomery 
(One to fill) 
2a half (20-22 
Angelina 
(Two to fill) 
MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 
ist half (16-18) 
Chinese Show Beat 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (19-22 
Burchill & Blondes 
El Cleve 
Joe Freed Co 


Girls 


(15) 
Leavitt & Loeckw’d 
(Others to fill) 
MILW’UKEE, WIS. 
Riverside (15) 
yolf Fiends U 
Brems F & M Bros 
(Three to fill) 
N’SHVILLE, T’'NN. 
Princess (15) 
Max & His Gang 
The Rangers 
Johns & Mabley 
Melrose & D Val 
(One to fill) 
tee ILL. 


Pala 

Ist half w(i6-18) 
Bush Bros 
Joseph E Howard 
El Cleve 
Joe Freed Co 
Burchill & Blondes 

2a half (19-22) 
Kelso Bros Rev 
(Others to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, IA. 

Orpheum 

Ist half (15-17) 
O'Connor Family 
Davis & McCoy 
Blackstone 

2d half (18-21) 
WLS Show Boat 
(Two to fill) 

SO. BEND, IND. 


Palace 
Ist half (16-18) 
Teller Sis 
Nancy Gibbs Co 
Pressier & Klaiss 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (19-22) 
A Santos Rev 
Joseph E Howard 
Senator Murphy 
(Two to fill) 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Grand 
Ist half (15-18) 
Debee & Hudson 
Princeton & Renee 
«(Three to fill) 
WINDSOR, CAN. 


Capitol 
tst half (17-19) 
Angelina 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (20-22) 
Tex McLeod 
I Pomeroy & Girls 





(One to fil!) 








Interstate 








ATLANTA 
Keith’s (10) 
Loma Worth 








Falis Reading & B 
| Primrose Semon 
; Herb Williams 
(One to fill) 
BIRMINGHAM 
Ritz (10) 
Colleano Family 
E Stanley & Ginge: 
Hall & Ermine 
Joseph Regan Co 
(One to fill) 
CHARLOTTE 
Orpheam 
2a half (18-26) 


r 


Carpenter & I 





Ray Huling & Seal 

Britt Wood 

Lee Gail Ensemble 

(One to fill) 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (13) 

Harum & Scarum 

Jack Major 

Rose & Thorne 

of Minstrelsy 

to fill) 

PT. WORTH, TEX. 

Majestic (13) 

Lovejoy Dancers 

Clara Howard 

V & E Stanton 

The Briants 

(One to fill) 


| Spirit 


} 
' 
' 
| 
' 
| ‘Cne 


Great 





States 





JOLIET, ILL. 
Rial 


Bros Co 
Wilson Co 


Hanlon 
Jack 
} (One to filly 
| 2d half (20-22) 
pA Girl Rev 

| Pe: to fill) 
' 
} 


j ‘ 
to 
ist half (17-19) » 

} 


Ruiz * hg ta Co 
(Two fill) 
TAUKEGAN, ILL. | 
(.enesee 
Ist half (16-19) 
Honey Boys 
Dot Myers Rev 


(One to fill) 








PEORIA, ILL. 2a half (20-22) 
Palace (14) Eltinge & Vernon 
Homer Romaine Dixie 4 
Dee Hee.& Hudson ' Cowboy Reveis 
| 
' 
NEW YORK 
| Barney Gallant’s Rosalie Wynne 
|B & M Johnston Dot Crowley 
|} Elinor Kerr Shirley La Mar 
Cardell. Twins Loretta Flushing 
Harry Stockwell Mildred Loraine 
Hale Beyer Orch Landau’s hd 
Casanova Paramount Hotel 
Fred Keating DuVal 4 


Jack Buchanan 
Jerry Freedman Bad 
Club Lido 

Beatrice Lillie 
Bobby Brook Bd 


Richman 
Smith Bellew Bd 
Norma Terris 
Harry Richman 

Connie’s Inn 
Swan & Lee 
Jazzlips Rich’rdson 
Leonard Harper Rv 
Le Roy Smith Bd 

Cotton Club 
Dan Healy Rev 
‘Blackbirds of 1930’ 
Oakland's Terrace 
Buddy Kennedy 
Will Oakland Rev 
Helen Seville 
Ada Winston 
Peggy Bolton 
Kay Green 
Joe Sioracy 


Alabam 

Tina Valen 
Alex Kerenoff 
Kittie Cohen 
Mary Thorn 
Dale Dyer 
Bernie Adler 
Al Handler Bd 

Ambassadeurs 
Esther Durnell 
Thelma Villard 
Louis Stover 
Isabelle Gerhardt 
Jimmy Noone Bd 

Beau Monde 
Eddie Clifford 
Myrtle Watson 
Margie Wellman 
Kyle Pierce 
Carl Villani 
Sol Wagner Bd 


Black Hawk 
Coon-Sanders Bd 
Cinderella 
Hank Liskin Bd 
Coffee Dan 
Frank Shaw 
Johnny Tobin Bd 
College Inn 
Lloyd Huntley Bd 
Colosime 
Al Haig 
Mile Verobell 
Emerleen 
Robert Robertson 
James Meo Bd 
Jean Jordon 


Cotton Club 
Teddy Peters 
Ethel Dudley 
Gilbert Holland 
Brown & McGraw 
Mal Alix 
Walter Barnes Bd 


Frolies 
Joe Lewis 
Nelle Nelson 
Emmy Carmen 
Texas Redneaiss 
Geo McQuren 


Roy Ingraham Béd 
Silver Slipper 
John Byam 
Olga Royce 
Estelle Philiips 
Arden Stuart 
Dolores Farris 
Beth Miller 
Vivian Hall 
Blanche & Elliott 
Ruby Shaw 
Earnest Charles 
Small & Lewis 
Ford & Truly 
Jimmy Carr & Bd 
Village Nut Club 
Leuie Dogioft 
La Belle Rose 
Jack Fagan 
3 Hauser Boys 
Allan Daly 
Mule Fifi 
Charlie O'Brien 
Jimmy Sisto 
Sid Frank 
Dave Abram's Bd 


CHICAGO 


Buddy Howe 
Louisa Sales Bd 
Golden Pumpkin 
Jimmy Julian 

M Sherman Bd 


Green Mill 
T Guinan & Gane 
Austin Mack Bd 

Metropole 
Art Kasse'l Bad 

Miralago 
Dell Coon Ba 

My Cellar 
Charlie Rose 
Joe Monnone Bd 


Petrushka 
George Nelidoff 
Claade Avery 
Ely Khmara 
Gregory Davidoff 
Geo Stcherban Or 


Stables | 
Singing Waiters 
Johnny Dodds Ba 

Terrace Gardens 


Ray Reynolds 
Jimmy Green Bad 
Turkish Village 
Freddie & His 
Parodian Bd 
Uptown Village 
Eddie Varzoo Bd 
Vanity Fair 
Rick & Synder 
Jack Edwards 
Helen Burke 
Evelyn Dean 
Phil Levant Bd 
Varsity 
Romo Vincent 
Snyder & Walton 
Jewel Howard 
Rudy Talmano 
Helen Leon 
Modesse Biese 
Clint Wright Bd 
jialage 
Jim’y Garrigan Bd 








Mutual 


(Weeks of Ma 


Big 


Gayety, Baltimore. 


pheum, Paterson. 


Burlesque Revue—O 


lumbia, Cleveland. 





Bare Facts—Star, Brooklyn: 
Best Show in Town— 
Trocadero, Philadelphia. 
Revue—Trocadero, 


Bohemians—Empire, 


Plaza, Worcester. 
Cracker Jacke—L. O.; 
ark. 


Flapper Follies—Empire, 


Wheel 


BURLESQUE 





rch 10 and 17) 


17, L. O. 


Howard, Boston; 17, 


Philadelphia; 17, 


Newark; 17, Or- 


Bowery Burlesquers—Grand, Hartford; 17, 


Modern, Providence. 

Broadway Scandals—10-12 Lyric, <Allen- 
town, 13-15, Orpheum, Reading; 17, Gay- 
ety, Brooklyn 


rpheum, Paterson; 17 
17, 


Empire, New- 


Toledo; 17, Co- 


French Models—Gayety, Baltimore; 17, 

Gayety, Washington 
ivolities—Empress, Cincinnati; 17, L 

Oo 

Get Hot—L. 9.: 17, Gayety, Poston 

Ginger Girls—Gayet Brooklyn; 17. lL. O 

Girls From the Follies—Lyceum, Colum- 
bus: 17, Lyric, Dayton 

Girls Frem Happyland—Emprees, Chi 
tare af, 4 . 

Girls In Blue—Lyric, Bridgepor*’; 17, Fex 
Jam: ‘ N 4 
| Hello Paree—Fox, Jamaica, N. Y.; 17 
EE oS 

High Flyer rse—Academy, Pittsburgh; 17 
¢ eum, Columbus. 

Hindu BelWties—Lyric, Dayton; 17, Em 
preas, Cincinnati 

Jazztime Revue—Gayet Montreal i7 
Howard. Boston, 

Kuddling Kuties—Casino Boston; 17 
State, Springfield. 
' YLaffin Thru—Hudseon, Union City; 17 
} Casino, Boston. 

M is ef Makers—State, Springfield; 17, 





Things Have Changed Since— 





Sam Raymond, owner of the Star 


and Gayety, Brooklyn, was assist- 
ant manager to Ben Kahn at 
Keith's Union Square, 

Ike Weber ran the Mohawk, 


Schenectady, N. Y., and promoted 
fights and wrestling matches, 


Tinney was with 





Frank the James 
A. Coburn minstrels. 

Lawrence Weber did a dancing 
act with Billy Crane, of Crane 
srothers, with the Mudtown 
Rubes 

Billy K. Wells and Ike Weber did 

ja Hebe and Dutch double for $3 a 
night. 

Bob Nelson taught Rudy Vallee 
how to play the sax. 


in an 
theatre. 


Nancy 
amateur 


Carroll played 
musical at a Loew 





| They 
| ; 
nutty beca 
|; Cinncinnati, for $! 
+ 
| That 


his fo! 


theught Ike Lipson 


leased the 


was 
Bijou, 
year 


unset he 
5,000 . a 
nouse 
tune, 
A. M. Botsford, advertising and 
publicity directer for Publix, was 
a reporter on the “Morning World.” 

Howard Schnebbe, leasee of the 
Hudson theatre, New York, was an 


office boy at the same house. 

Kelcey Allen was known as 
Eugene and ran errands for the 
late Charles Frohman, 

Touis B. Mayer worked in his 
father’s salvaging firm. 

Charles H. Waldron (Boston 
Casino owner) was the boss bill- 
poster with the Scribner & Smith 
circus. 

Lester and Allen, two “funny 
men,” were strong cards at Tony 
Pastor's. 

The Madison Square Theatre 
management had 13 companies on 


the road. 


Wm. B. Naylor, P. A. of the Sells- 


Floto circus, ran the only theatre 
and hotel in Cobalt, Can. Bill, his 
wife and children sat in a boat in 


the middle of a lake all one night 
and watehed the last theatre in that 
town burn. 


Bert Bowers peddled peanuts on 
the Milwaukee road. 


J. Saunders Gordon, fireworks 
man, had Gordon’s Grand Opera Co. 
on the road. 





Beverly White was the star re- 
porter on the Chicago “Inter-Ocean.” 








Harry Jolson was starred in 
“Girlie, -Girlie”’ by Joe Wood. 
Harry Fox was light comedian 


with Tom Miner's “Bohemians” 


(American Cirevit). 





George White was fired by Scrib- 
ner’s “Big Show” (burlesque). 
Frank A. Keeney made film ver- 
sion of “Romance of the Under- 
world” with Catherine Calvert. 


Alex Hanlon was an understander 
with the Hanlon Bros., acrobats. 


Markus was a 





Fally 
man. 


can sales- 





Gus Williams was 
Dora Stuart, Tillie 
Dickson, (. L. Graves, Con. T 
Murphy. Jerome Stev Julian 
Reed, Henry Johnson, de 
Ric 
Robb advance 


supported by 
Shields, Nellie 


ens, 


and 


Holmes. John 
ager and J. H. 


kaby was man- 


Al 
Dow 
violinis 


and 3elle 
act as a 


Dow was a comic 


was with a gypsy 








| Grand, Fiartford 
| Moulin Rouge—Gayvety, Buffalo: 17, L. O. 
! Nite lub Girle—Plaz: Worcester; 17 
| Colurntia N. Y C. 
Record Breakers—L. O.; 17, Express 
Chicago 
Social Maid Gayety, Boston; 17, Lyric 
Pridgeport 


Empire, Toledo 
Me B 


Speed Girls—L. O.: 17, 

Spor Widows ‘olurnbia, ; i 

tar Brooklyn 
} Step Lively  Girle—Gayety, Washingto 
117 Academy Pittebvurgn. 

teppe Show umbia, Cleveland; 17 
| Gayet , Buffalo 
j Take a Chance—H & S Appoll Me te G 
17. Hudson. Union City 
Wataon She Modern Providence 17- 
} i9 Lyric, Allentown, 20-22, Orpheum, Keac 
ing 
Wine Woman sné@ Song—L O.; 17, Gay- 


ety Montrea) 





Joe Weber and Lew Fields did @ 
change act, using black cloth mask@ 
to represent burnt cork. 


Commissioner Harris spent plenty 





on decorating the Ship Cafe, and 
installed an extravagant Percy Ele 
keles floor show 

The Pre Catelan, on west 39th 
| street, was the college boys’ de 
| light. 

Martin Beck took Mort Singer to 
Europe before making him general 
|manager of the Orpheum circuit. 

Ralph Kettering and Charles 
Primrose produced the “Marriage 
Question” and “Which One Shall l 


Marry?” The nut for the last named 
play was $1,100, and it made a profit 


of $1,400 on its premier in Kenosha, 


| Wis 


Charles Collins replaced Burns 


i Mantle on the “Interocean,” and 
|Mantle went to the “Tribuns¢ in 
hicago. 

Tohn Bernero, now manager of the 
| Playhouse, Chicago produced the 
| “Girl God Forgot.” 

Vera McCoy and Guy Standing 
played leads with the Frohmar 
Stock Co. 

Cecil Spooner and Corse Payton 


held forth at the G 
in Brooklyn, N. Y. 


rand Opera House 


Hobart Bosworth toured in vaude 





lin Jack London’s “The Sea Wolf.” 
Frank Keeney operated a chain 
of vaude houses around Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 
Dave Schooler was hitting bis 
stride in the cabarets around Mine 


neapolis and Chicago. 
Fred (Red) Miller first organized 
the Quixey Four which remained 
together in vaude for about il 
years. 
The Capitol New 


theatre, York, 


ifirst opened with reversed seats at 


$2, and the show included a feature 
picture, two-reel comedy, newsreel 
and such attractions as a condensed 
version of “Hansel and Gretel” with 
a company of 80, besides a symphony 
orchestra. 





Felix Adler, Ringling-Barnum 
clown, played bits and painted 


scenery. with the Ed Clark Lilley 
stock companies in the mid-west. 





Mike Donovan, b. m. for George 
White, was assistant treasurer of 
the Colonial, Chicago. 





Ez Keough was a song plugger 
in Chi—with a razzberry voice. 





Irene Delroy tanced for Texas 
Guinan in the old El Fay Club. 





Since Oscar Loraine was manager 
and a member of a Hungarian dance 
ing acrobatic troupe. 





Since Duke Darling was an une 
der-stander for an acrobatic act 
with a small minstrel show, the 


famous Guy Bros. 





Happy Benway and Tom Qvreen 
were principals comedians with 
Sam Griffin’s San Francisco Mine 


strels. 





Since Geo. R. Guy and Eddie 
Leonard did the ends for a Pat 
Casey minstrel act over the Gore 
man circuit of parks. 

Since Dale and Boyle—Clifford 
and Burke—Leroy and Adams— 
Harry Prince—McGinnis Bros., were 





agent. 





}orchestra directors, 


with the Guy Beps. Minstrels. 

Nance O'Neil paid off a stage 
hand who sneezed during one of her 
The scale was $32 then, 


Don Albert and Don Felice, 





| big scenes, 





Loew 
worked in simi- 
lar capacities in road show units of 





‘The 3irth of A Nation.” 

David Warfield was emploved by 
J. J. Gottlieb as an usher at the old 
Columbia theatre, San Franeisco. 

The first Orpheum theatre, Sag 
Francisco, was a wine room house 
'and the wemen performers were ree 
quired to drink with the male cuse 
tomers in the boxes. 

Dustin Farnum, making “Thé 
Squaw Man,” refused a quarter ine 


terest in 
f: f 


Lasky’s for his 
a weekly 


services in 
pay eny elope, 


Oe SURE Panel 


a 


oS 


rote ew ~ ehh ait 
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Z i our Sings Hymns 
: Miss Seymour Sings H Broadway Chatt 
Inaccurate Biographies roadway Unatter 

In Court—Sent to Bellevue 

O. O. McIntyre Singing hymns while waiting ar- STARK CAN’T PEDDLE HIS . Mrs. ci tag end 9 again after 

raignment in West Side Court and ge Oy sores a  otAy aged : 

. . : — 73 Ye « & A n i 

By Claude Biayon eciung tho seriptores- Mrs: Fat-| FISH NEAR BRASS RAIL| uc'ozsrise seins sew nic. °° 

x . , ot ater — Seymour Morrés, 43, of aes ents Julius Kendler is still looking for 

oO. O. (say Ah) McIntyre ts Amer- sears t irned fie ry red. aa oe | 56th street, formerly professionally oil. - 
ica's leading columnist despite occa- Damn he said NO 4 “: | <nown as Pauline Seymour, was Rock Fry, Ine., otherwise known Eddie Buzzell is back from Bere 
sional slams from the tabloid cv i amy “5 ymmmitted to Bellevue Hospital's | 4. Fish and Chips, Broadway’s first] muda with a tan as po eis Cr 
tingent. The odes of one tab writ rd his servation ward by Magistrate} ..,¢99q counter joint, will have to Julius Ziegler is the champion 
are published in 32 newspape a I t ’ William C. Dodge. swim along without the aid of its] trick toy purchaser. Nplor 
Those of Mr. Melt ire nd y j I eT Mrs. Morris, good looking, pro- | founder and president, Jack Stark. Fox ami Ted Healy on the make 
cated in several hundred. Between dy answ' All | tasted being sent to Bellevue. She| the ruling was made by the NM. ¥.l fee enckh other. . ——— 
these two lads they ( ) of |dead Damr ) d ind ited that she was not opposed to | Supreme Court and affirmed by the Jack Osterman is plotting an i; 
the United States. irted to wl iving her sanity tested, but asked | Appellate Division following an in-| provement: an act with om os fos: 

McIntyre was born in G li Wher ' ed om | the Court to send her to some other junction suit brought against Stark Louis Shur and George wi ite : re 
O.,* where cuspidors are still an lu! O. O i m where institution. The Court was power- by the Brass Rail, Inc., next door | yiami peel tomether, : ' 
tegi part of living room f uM he I ll } 1 bee! atc ieee ae | less, he asserted, neighbor to Fish and Chips. Both Billy M. Greene is making a tour 
ings. For quite a while it looked as Eventually, M« —. POUR bi A few years ago Mrs. Morris 4p-| restaurants are located on Seventh] of Loew’s southern time. 
though he never would be anything | |newspaper reporter. City editors aS- | jeared in stock companies. She has] ave, between 49th and 50th sts. Jerry Devine is back at ‘Ren. 
much. He didn’t learn to Walk until sig ned him to murder sturie at oe a beautiful voice and her singing Argument between Stark and the|/tham office. 
he was three years old, and after he |but transferred him si motte gt was plainly audible in the court-| Brass Rail began a couple of years Warren Nolan, of U. A., is again 
learned to walk he wouldn't go any |ter as soon as they discoveex Ae | room. ago. Stark then was a stock holder | out in Detroit on exploitational pro- 
place. could write ouny Bags sig tte el Mrs. Morris was arrested on the| in the delicatessen restaurant. Fol- | motion. 

“Why don’t you go out and play |son. W hile writing . 1is ne he pe charge of violating the Sullivan law.| lowing some controversy he sold Siré.: Mists Chataiok Wile of the 
Seen State Chnaren,: | Se ee ee Aas prone eye yen cas > a She and Luigi Betocchi, 30, ex-Ital-| out his holdings and signed an| opera singer, is ill in Wilton, Conn. 
rents asked. : mR : | printed matter are perth ors a apie ian army officer, he said, and shar-| agreement not to participate di- Bugs Baer’s description of a local 

“They make jibes at me,” replied | they ve know a an m1 poe a He ; a ing a room from Mrs. Morris, werejrectly nor indirectly with any] burlesque house is “a comfort sta- 
0. O., “because I gawk.” jon to 20 years. His future was as- | ,_).<ted in Mrs. Morris's apartment.| restaurant movement within al tion with music.” 

“You what?” chorused the pa- |sured. In the apartment was Mrs. Morris’s| three-block radius of the Brass Ned E. Depinet, of First National, 
ne ’ «s ee — certo a an oe daughter, Layne Lotus Morris. Rail. Subsequently Stark was re-/has returned from a vacation of 

2 get ay on oe yok m ewe wl yy ghee he anne Seana Word had been received from | vealed as one of the leading spirits] several weeks in Florida. 
gawk, gawk!” e startec o choke, jers for a é s. as 


and his face became 
His parents stared 
tainly. 

“Maybe,” said the father, 
he’ll choke to death.” “Maybe,” said 
his mother. Then she frowned. 
“But the neighbors will talk,” she 
added. “Go ahead—slap him on the 
back.” 

McIntyre remained backward un- 
til he started to work as a printer’s 
devil. When the printer went home 
for lunch O. O. grabbed a com- 
positor’s stick and set up the word 
“damn.” Then he ran off a proof 
of it, and read it aloud while his 


a deep purple. 
at him uncer- 


“maybe 





later to run it under one head with 
a by-line, because “TI ate lunch to- 
day with several celebrities” looked 
odd on the bottom of page 14. 

Finding he could support a wife 
and still have money for a new pink 
shirt every day, O. O. married 
and withdrew his name from sev- 
eral matrimonial agency lists. Re- 
cently he tried dramatic criticism as 
a sideline, but gave it up because 
the plays always ended differently 
than he reported. His editor claimed 
he was sleeping on the job. Mc- 
Intyre retorted that he was sleep- 
ing in his hotel 

















BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly 
Dishonorable 


Comedy Hit by Preston Sturges 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 
AVON Thea.,W.45th St. Dir.A.L.Erianger 
Eves.8:50. Mats.Thurs.& Sat,2:30 
An average of 25 standees at every perform- 
ance since the opening, Sept. 18, 1929 








50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 


=IR O X Y of S.L. Rothafel (ROXY) 


O Third eeanag sang 4 Lee age 
lia 


m Fox Pre 


wil 
ELINOR GLYN’S First Talking Pleture 
“Such Men Are Dangerous” 
with WARNER BAXTER 
Anniversary Stage Party, Processional, 
“in a Jasmine Garden,’’ Roxy Symphony 
Orchestra, Ballet, Chorus, 32 Roxyettes, 
Brilliant Array of Artists. 











Thea., W. 44th St. Eva. $:40 
Mats. Thurs. and Sat, 2:47 


BELASC 


DAVID BELASCO Presents 


It’s a Wise Child 


A New Comedy by Laurence EB. Johnson 








2ND YEAR IN NEW YORK CITY 


STREET SCENE 


move 
from p oT AY HOUSE 
TO ANOTHER THEATRE 
For further information 
see daily papers 
Eves. 8:40. Mats. Wed. and Sat. 2:30 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


with A. BH. Matthews 





and Lawrence Grossmith 
St., E. of B’way. Eves. 
PLAYHOUSE $:56, Mite Wed. & Sat., 2:30 


Extra Matinee Every Thursday until June 15 


THOSE WE LOVE 


“4 grand job of play writing, acting 
and directing.”—Burns Mantle, News, 


2:40. 





ves. 8:50. Matinees Wed. & Sat. 


JOHN GOLDEN THEATRE s5¢h st. 


A THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTION 


METEOR 





By 8S. N. BEHRMAN 
GUILD Theatre, 52d St., W. of B’y. 
Eves. 8.50. Mats. Thurs., Sat. 
LAST WEEK 





A THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTION 


THE APPLE CART|}. 


Bernard Shaw’s Political Extravaganza 
MARTIN BECK [)sjr its; rhur..Sat.2-30 
“LORD BYRON of BROADWAY” 


M ALL-TALKING PICTURE 

with CHARLES KALEY, ETHELIND 
TERRY, our EDWARDS, 

ARI 

On the Ctage WESLEY. 
KING, KING & 

SLR. 


APITOL 





B’way 
5let St. 





3 Warner Gros.’ and Vitaphone Hits! 


SONG of the WEST 
| with Joha —, ooo Segal and } 











WARNER BROS. THEATRE 
B'way and 52d Street 


GEORGE ARLISS 
“The Green Goddess” 


Winter Garden—B’way & 50th St. 
GEORGE ARLISS 
“DISRAELI”’ 


CENTRAL THEATRE—B’'way and 47th St. 











Daily, 2 - 8:45—Sundays, 3-6-8:45 
the 3 Theatres 





friends of the daughter by the po- 
lice of the West 47th street station 
that they feared some harm might 
come to Layne Lotus. Patrolman 
Aubrey Seltenreich of the West 47th 
street station went to the apart- 
ment, 

The cop stated that the daughter 
had the gun in her hand. Layne 
told the cop she had taken it from 
her mother. Seltenreich told Mrs. 
Morris to get ready to come to the 
police station. Betoctchi from his 
room shouted that he was the owner 


The Court fixed bail of $5,000 each. 
They were unable to obtain it. 

In court were Mr. Morris, who 
is said to be estranged from his 
wife, and Layne Lotus. The girl is 
about 22. The husband’s name is 
Layne C. He and the daughter, it 
is said, make their home at 164 
Waverly place, 

In West Side prison Mrs. Morris 
told reporters that she was being 
“railroaded” to a mental institution. 
She stated she has lived apart from 
her husband about 10 years. “In- 
compatibility” was the only reason 
offered by her for their break. 

Frank McCoy, 
Morris, suggested to the Court that 
Mrs. Morris be sent to Bellevue. 
The husband signed the committing 


Mrs. Morris will have a further 
hearing. She does not know that 
Betocchi has been held. The latter 
stated he loaned the gun to Mrs. 














RKO THEATRES 


LET'S 
Go 
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Wednesday to Friday, March 12 to 14 
George M. Cohan's 
“LITTLE JOHNNY JONES” 
with Benen BUZZELL 


OXY'S GANG 
CARL FREED & Orchestra—Others 


LEX 


nicks SGMST. 


Wednesday to Friday, March 12 to 14 
George M. Cohan’s 
“LITTLE JOHNNY JONES” 
with EDDIE BUZZELL 


LY BOY SIAMESE TWINS in the WORLD 
Onin Their BRIDES and FILIPINO BAND 





“Ann | Seymour, as the current 
Palace headliner, followed her ex- 
husband, Henry Santrey, who head- 
lined there the week before. 





Morris, who stated she wanted to 
show it to a friend. 





Capone’s Party 


Chicago, March 11. 
Two auto loads of “the boys’ left 
for Philadelphia and Al Capone's 
“coming-out” party March 17. 


Chatter in Loop 


Great-States offices 





have 


guards. 


“Strange Interlude,” 
day toothache. 


Yo? 


the “American's 
has recovered from a long illness. 
Dick Bergen, RKO booker, 


dot ties. 


weeks old. 


the 
He trumps ace. 


ris office has become 
bridge sensation, 


of “damns.” 
Richard Atwater (Riq), 


do a serial for “Child Life.” 
Personnel of the Palace, 


threw a non-mufti party. 











Scotland, 


attorney for Mr. 


affidavit. Meantime, Betocchi has 
been held for Special Sessions 
Court. 


been 
moved across the street with B & K. 
Francine Larrimore has two body- 


John Stout, company manager of 
had a seven- 


Mrs. Fritz Blocki, actress wife of 
ass’t drama editor, 


has 
taken to blue shirts and cerise polka 


Texas Guinan offered a job to 
Art Sheekman’s niece, who is three 


Max Turner of the William Mor- 
latest 


Frances Arms apologized to the 
Palace audience for using a couple 


now of 
the Chicagoan, has been asked to 


other- 
wise known as the Let’s Go Ushers, 


Karl Kramer, MCA, bought a new 
tie and sailed for a vacation in 


in the fish counter next door and 
tne Brass Rail asked for an injunc- 
tion to restrain him, Their plea 
was that since Stark had formerly 
been actively engaged in the Brass 
Rail he knew many of the custom- 
ers and would prove personal com- 
petition. , 
English Idea 

Fish and Chips joint which 
opened about two months ago seems 
to have caught on. Back of it all 
is a planned syndicate movement 
to establish more of these places 


of the pistol The cop then ar-|im a nation-wide chain of fish 
rested him. counters, The Middle Atlantic 
Can't Get Bail Fisheries are backing the movement 

Both spent the night in jail. The and the Seventh ave. place is the 
following morning they were ar-| first to be opened. The type of 
raigned and pleaded not guilty. restaurant is an importation from 


Englana@ where there are said to 
be more than 2,000 such eating 
places in operation. 

Stark himself enjoys a Broadway 
reputation as a pioneer restaurant 
juggler. Four years ago he started 
the barbecue type of beanshooters 
and got a good start. However, 
when he tried to enlarge upon the 
idea and put them out in chain 
numbers the idea flopped, Stark 
himself being reported as having 
lost $100,000. He then tried the 
brass rail type and since that time 
Broadway has seen several of these 
operated. 


E. E. Shauer, Par’s foreign man-« 


ager, is still ill and confined to his 
home. 
A former indie vaude agent is 


still looking for a job at $50 a week 
as a steady proposition. 

Marvin Schenck mauled a liga- 
ment monkeying round a handball 


court. That's why because the cane, 
Dan Parker’s been offered the 
sports editorship of a straight 


morning sheet. 

Fox’s Academy has a new mane 
ager in Dave Bromberg from the 
Japanese Gardens. 

A Mr. Selwyn rolled two bucks 
up to $6,000 in one of the Miami 
palaces a week ago. 

Wrong report about E. 
ill in Palm Beach, 
good down there, 

X-ray of Lew Golder’s left wing, 
injured in auto accident, showed no 
bones broken. 

The Charlie Morrisons’ three- 
months old daughter started a bawl 
for a tennis court, so her old man 
bought a house at Bayside, L. I. 

Handsomest and most expensive- 
ly furnished pent house in New 
York is atop the Bond building at 
Broadway and 46th. 

Annual vaudeville benefit show 
for Lynbrook, L. I. police force, suc- 
cessfully staged last Tuesday by 


F. Albee 
Feeling very 





Jess Freeman, batting for Charlie, 





Palm Beach 


By Wallace Sullivan 


+ 
v 





Palm Beach, March 8. 

In every department of pagaentry, 
sport, entertainment, social activity 
and general merriment, Palm Beach, 
from start to finish, outclassed 
Miami and Miami Beach during 
the winter season on which the cur- 
tain is now descending. 

This, notwithstanding the place 
and show resort’s race track, heavy- 
weight fight and beauty contest. 
While Palm Beach gayly takes in- 
ventory of its bulging exchequer, 
Miami and Miami Beach are count- 
ing up in the shade of the old eight 
ball. 

There is no attributing the de- 
spondency of Miami and Miami 
Beach to the stock market crash. 
That has become a bromidic reason 
advanced for all failures. Plenty 
of people and no obvious dearth of 
money. But when every breeze that 
fluttered a palm tree whispered 
“shakedown,” the folks moved away 
from the falling cocoanuts. 

Those who failed to heed were 
taken. It is no secret scarcely a 
person who entered a gambling ca- 
sino obtained no “break” whatever. 

When the season started, every- 
body got the gambling fever. But 
as it advanced, with nauseating in- 
terruptions by city and state offi- 
cials squabbling over “edges,” the 
fever was chilled. Indeed, for the 
past two weeks the Miami casinos 
have been like mausoleums., 

Palm Beach misses Grover 
Whalen while Miami Beach saw Lee 
Shubert. Lee struts around alone, 
except when at the Floridian club, 
whose entertainers he fancies for 
dancing. 

A party was given by Mr. 
Mrs. J. M. Hutchins for Mr. and 
Mrs. Jesse Livermore at Palm 
Beach. When a party is tossed 
for the Livermores it’s tossed. 

Virginia Thaw, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Thaw III of Fifth 


and 





avenue, New York, is perhaps the 
most photographed society girl in 
Florida. The photogs say its a 
plezzur! 


Boxing teas are quite the thing 
in Palm Beach. 

Hotels here, exploiting the names 
of celebrities checking in, announce 
their presence as “late arrivals.” 

A. Atwater Kent arrived on his 
yacht, “Alondra,” and L. K. Liggett 
gave his drug stores a rest by an- 
choring his “Ambler.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. F. Me- 
Cann gave a joy feast for 200 of 
the leading members of the colony. 
The Statesburys, Seligmans, Til- 
fords and all that crowd parked 
their cars in Glen View. 

Johnny Weismuller is exhibiting 
at the exclusive Bath and Tennis 
Club. Johnny had enough of Miami 
and Coral Gables. 

Butlers and maids of Palm Beach 
had a tournament to see which team 
could. decorate a table best. Given 
at the Palm Beach Garden Club. 

Miami 

Phil Glenby packed all the fun 
possible these nights, which are the 
last in Miami Beach. 

Roman Pools will fold up this 
week, after a good season in the 
cafe, but a lean one in the casino. 

A society woman was severely cut 
by flying glass in a Miami Beach 
night club when one of the three 
Pan-American Boys, radio trio, 
hurled a glass at his host. Tumbler 
ricocheted from bald head of host 
to a pillar and struck the woman. 
She was attended by a surgeon, sit- 
ting on the ringside. Youth was 


(Continued on page 68) 








Next to the stage door of the 
Palace Theatre, the new home of 


MRS. GERSON’S GRILL 








After 11 Years on Broadway 
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Romantic Pugs, Minus Discipline 
Seek Girl-Fun In Dance Schools 








i 


Prize fighters who can’t hang 
around cabarets or get any night 
life atmosphere for fear of ruining 
their prestige as fighters manage to 


sneak in relaxation of this type by 
frequenting dancing studios around 
Broadway. 

Any number of them flock to 
dance studios. They take tap les- 
sons on the grounds that it helps 
their footwork. But the main at- 
traction of the studios for them is 
the girls who practice there. 

“We have five or six fighters who 
come here,” said the boss of one} 
place, “and there are some who go 
to other studios. Svumeiimes not 
even their managers know that they 
come here, and sometimes the man- 








agers come along to keep an eye on } 


them. But neither the managers 
nor the fighters want anything said 
about the fact because it 
publicity. 
ing out at a night club to the peo- 
ple who might hear about it. 

“You see, most of the fighters like 
the girls here. Training all day in 
a gym and going home to bed at 
night gets pretty monotonous, so 
they come up here where the pub- 
lic won’t see them and where they 
can have a little fun.” 

It seems that gym routine is so 
unappetizing that-a lot of fighters 
try to argue their managers into 
letting them do most of their ex- 
ercising in dance studios. They 
can’t get away with this to any great 
extent, so the tap dancing footwork 
gag is their main excuse. “I don’t 
think it helps their footwork at all,” 
said the dance master, “but if they 
say it does it’s hard to argue them 
out of it.” 


Nice Kind Tenor 
Jams Up Italian 


Oliver Stewart, lyric-dramatie 
tenor, appeared in West Side Court 
to prosecute Albert Bernardi, 24, 
Italian printer and singer, of 215 
East 28th street. Bernardi was ar- 
rested in the lobby of Stewart’s 
house, 10 West 61st street, after he 
is alleged to have attempted to 
throttle the singer in his 
ment, 

Stewart asserted he was robbed 
of $30 by Bernardi after he was 
seized by the throat and almost 
thrown into a closet. 

When Bernardi was taken to the 
West 68th street station only $1 was 
found on him, stated the bluecoat. 
Bernardi denied the allegation and 
testified that he was invited to the 
tenor’s apartment. When the latter 
became “fresh” he said he quit. He 
denied taking any money. 

“Your Honor, I had just left the 
Metropolitan Opera House, where 
I saw ‘The Girl of the Golden 
West’,” said the tenor. “T had 
reached 5th avenue and 46th street. 
I noticed that the defendant had 
followed me. He approached me 
and asked if I was not an opera 
singer. He said he had met me in 
Italy. 

Invitation for Tea 


“L told him that I didn’t recall 
him, but that I had sung in many 
cities of Italy. He told me he was 
dissatisfied with his job and wanted 
to make a change. I invited him 
to my apartment for tea,” continued 
Stewart. 

“My father, Thomas J. Stewart, 
retired, was the head of the Stew- 
art Carpet Co. He is president of 
the Jersey City Y. M. C. A. I 
thought that through his influence I 
could locate a job for the defendant. 

“I sang and played the piano for 
him. He told me h2 was penniless 
and asked for a few dollars,” said 


Stewart. “I went to my wallet and 
withdrew $2. When he saw the 
money in the wallet he seized it | 


and emptied it. 

“He then seized me by the throat 
and began to _ throttle He 
sought to shove me in a closet. I 
pleaded with him. Finally he left 
and threw me $5. It was then I 
phoned to have him intercepted in 
the lobby,” stated Stewart. 

Bernardi denied charge. He 
said that the tenor smiled broadly 
at him on 5th avenue and invited 
him to his apartment. When T quit 
the apartment I took nothing.” said 
Rernardi. 


me, 


the 





is bum | 
Really just like hang- | 


apart- 
' 


| before Magistrate William C. Dodge, 





Snobbish Chumps 


New form of telephone sales- 


tions before asking if the tele- | 
phonee would like to subscribe 
to “Vogue” or “Town and 
Country” or any one of the 
high-hat magazines. 

In the case of benefit tickets 
the saleswoman opens her spiel 
with: “Mrs, Otto Kahn asked 
me to call you up” or, “Your 
name has béén given me by 
Jimmy Walker.” 

Bait is highly successful, 
with the telephonee delighted at 
having been singled out by any | 
one so socially prominent. | 
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\first of the year, adhered strictly 


iknown 





Bouncing Checks 
Force Checking 
Balances to $500; 


' 
] 
ener ene nies ! 
Rubber checks have become so | 
prevalent in the mid-town and 
Times Square districts, particularly | 
since the Wall Street bubble burst, | 
that practically all of the banks 
in the neighborhood have, since the | 


to a rule of a $500 minimum check- 
ing balance. 

Prompt notification with request 
to bring the balance back to the 
$500 mark has embarrassed lots of 
the lads around Broadway. 

One bank with an office on Fifth 
avenue in the 40’s has the repu- 
tation of having more elastic drafts 
written against it than any other in 
town. Other .banks or branches 
as “bootleggers’ banks,” 
where the big racket guys keep 
their small change on deposit, are 





Holds Up on “Aphrodite” 


“Jt wasn’t ‘Aphrodite’ that Mr. 
Sumner and his agents were seek- 
ing, Your Honor, but copies of 
‘Fannie Hill.” He found no copies 
of the latter book and he seized 
many copies of ‘Aphrodite’,” said 
former Magistrate Frederick Groeh]l 
in West Side Court when he asked 
Magistrate Dodge to dismiss the 
charge against his client, Earl D. 
Marks, 32, of 6926 Groton street, 
Forest Hills, L. L 

Marks stated he was the head of 
the Mutual Circulation Co. His 
premises were raided by John S. 
Sumner and Charles Bamberger of 
the N. Y. Society for the Suppres- 
sion of Vice. Magistrate Dodge de- 
nied Groehl’s motion and held 
Marks for trial in Special Sessions. 

“I consider the book filthy. I 
have two daughters, and I certainly 
j would not permit them to read it,” 
said the Court. Magistrate Dodge 
read excerpts from the book. Marks 
was charged with possessing and 
offerings for sale ‘Aphrodite.’ Mr. 
Sumner bought a copy from an em- 
ploye of Marks. Mr. Sumner had a 
search warrant and seized the al- 
leged indecent books. 

Sumner told the Court’ that 
agents had been arrested on the 
campuses of several colleges. He 
stated that some were arrested in 
Boston with copies of “Aphrodite.” 
He denied he was seeking copies of 
“Fannie Hill.”’ 








to succeed William Quigley as 
j;commissioner -f licenses taking of- 
fice this week (Mar. 10). 

Gerahty has been particularly 
friendly to show business and his | 
appointment by Mayor James J 
Walker to succeed Quigley, an ap 
| pointee by former Mayor Hylan, 
prompted felicitations all around 
from those in show business. 


Groehl stated that “Aphrodite” 
told of life as it was lived many 
years ago. 


| 


| = 
J. J. Gerahty Steps Up 

James 
clerk of the Bronx, has been named 


HOSTESS AND FRIEND 


‘Harry Scharaga, 149 Buffalo ave- 
/nue, 
drugged in an 
|Marie Baldwin, 22 


manship uses social angles, | West 85th street and robbed of $170. | 
Phoner announces her name, |Mrs. Baldwin was arrested together | 
explains that she is a debutante |with Jerome Ryan, 27, the same ad- | 
and gives her social connec- dress. 


jbail for the Grand Jury. They were 
,charged with grand larceny. 


| 68th 


Indecent Book Charge telling Magistrate Dodge of 





J. Gerahty, deputy county | 


HELD OVER LOST $170 


West Side 





Testifying In Court 


Nesro Preacher Blends Bible Study, : 


Dance Hall and Poker—Fined $100 
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stated he believed he was 





apartment of Mrs. 


hostess, of 349 | 


ay 


The Court held the pair in $2,500 | 
Both | 
denied brought to | 


court 


the charge and 
several witnesses. 


TEACHING A MAYOR 


Los Angeles, March ll. 
News reel cameraman photo- 
graphing Gillis on his 


‘Bossy” 


arnival in L. A., told the noisy 
mayor to act natural. 

After a few starts the 
cameraman burned, Saying 
“Aw, act natural—talk a lot.” 











Ryan told the Court that he 
as. circulation 


was |} 
employed 
for the “Racing Form.” 


on a 
house. Mrs. Baldwin stated she | 
was a hostess at the Smart Set | 
Ballroom, 68th street and Broad- | 
way. 


Scharaga stated he was employed 
as manager for the Spotless Clean- 


| 

| 
ling and Dyeing Co., 227 West 72nd 
street. He said the $170 belonged 
to his boss. The money was ae 
recovered He told of visiting Mrs. 
Baldwin after a flirtation. He met 
the hostess and her girl chum on | 


Broadway. He was in his auto and 
gave them a “lift” home. 

Subsequently he called on Mrs. | 
Baldwin. He had several drinks of ! 
gin. Ryan visited the apartment. | 
He had a few drinks. Soon Schar- 
aga fell asleep in the chair. When 
he awoke he found Mrs. Baldwin 
and her husband disputing some 
money, he said. He searched for 
his money and it was gone. 

He ran to the street and got De- 
tective Jerry Butler of the West 
street station. Butler ques- 
tioned all concerned, but they de- 
nied the theft of the money. Ryan 
was asleep in his own apartment 
when the sleuth entered. Marie’s 
husband had been in the apartment, 
but he was gone when the cop came 
in, said Scharaga. } 








| 
| 


LOUISE MENSE BEATEN, | 
DANNY FAIN ARRESTED 


Louise Mense, who stated she had | 








- - ‘appeared in musical comedies and |and 
tightening up. } 


more latterly as hostess in night | 
clubs, appeared in West Side Court, 

the 

savage beating and kicking she re- 

ceived from Danny Fain, 28, per- 

former, of 66 Davis avenue, Provi- 

idence. Fain was held in $2,500 bail 

\for the action of the Grand Jury. 

Miss Mense’s both eyes were dis- 
colored, her right cheek bone frac- 
tured and her body a mass of 
bruises as a result of the beating 
done by Fain, she alleged. 

Detectives Rosenberg and Murray 
of the Safe and Loft Squad were 
passing when they heard the cries 
of Miss Mense coming from her 
room ir the Hotel Portland, 132 
West 47th street. They found her 
senseless on the floor and bleeding. 
She was revived by an ambulance 
surgeon. 

She averred that she had known 
Fain for eight months. She met 
him in a night club where she was 
iperforming. He became infatuated 
with her and proposed matrimony 
several Imes. She had dissuaded 
him from the idea, she thought. 

A few days ago she gave a birth- 
day party in her apartment. The 
guests had left about 6 a. m. Fain 
remained, she said. Again he 
spoke to her about marrying her, 
she said. Again she rejected him. 
“Well, if 1 can’t have you no one 
will want you when I get through 
|with you,” she quoted him as say- 
ling, and then began the assault. He 
then fled. 

Fain denied the charge. He ad- 
mitted being in the apartment and 
said that the hostess had received 


“nating Form” Tova ves | Gir] Hits Masher 
And Court Gives 


10 Days 


Feeler 


Mrs. Ethe Kornblum wife of an 
attorney 1123 
ter avenue, Brooklyn, is one woman 
ean handle masher or an- 

She punched Jimmy Lopez, 
25, Filipino seaman of 65 Sands 
street, whom she charged annoyed 
her in the Rialto theatre. 

“I should have given you more,” 
she said, making a threatening ges- 
ture at him in West’ Side Court. 
Lopez retreated a few steps. 

Patrolman Edward Catalanello of 
the West 47th street station, ar- 
rested Lopez in the manager’s of- 
fice. He was taken there by ushers 
after the attorney’s wife finished 
with him. 

Mrs. Kornblum testified she sat 
in the orchestra. Lopez began to 
annoy her. Four times, she said, he 
placed his hands where he should 
not have. He got up to leave. She 
followed him down the aisle. She 
placed a few on his face and began 
to pummel him with both hands. 
Ushers rescued him. 

Lopez said he spoke little Eng- 


and residing at Sut- 
who 
noyer,. 


lish. It was all a mistake, he told 
Magistrate Dodge in West Side 
Court. The Court. was skeptical 


gave Lopez 10 days in the 
Workhouse. 


Income Tax Allowances; 


Less on Earned Income 


Washington, March 11. 

Saturday, March 15, is the final 
date for filing income tax returns. 
Bureau of Internal Revenue is urg- 
ing those of amusements to get their 
returns in promptly to assist the 
Government in keeping’ down the 
tremendous cost of coHection when 
returns are delayed. 

Professionals are urged to take 
full credit for all allowances due 
them because of their particular 
calling and its consequent legitimate 
expense deductions. 

It is pointed out that the extra 
allowable on earned income 
should not be overlooked. This 
special reduction was enacted by 
Congress after the regular forms 
were printed. Bureau has attached 
a rider explaining this phase to 
those making returns last year. If 
this has not been received bureau 
suggests inquiry be made at one of 
the collector’s offices where full de- 
tails on this feature and all others 
of the tax payment will be explained 
without cost to the taxpayer. 

If by any chance a return cannot 
be made by the coming Saturday, 
it is necessary to file on or before 
that day, a request with the col- 
lector of the taxpayer’s district for 
an extension. This will be granted 
if the cause for the delay is a legiti- 


25% 





her injuries when she fell Into the 
bathtub. 


GARDEN SPECS PINCHED 


Trying to Clean Up 8th Ave of 
“Steerers’—Merchants complain 





result of the dictum 


i As a issued | 
iby Captain Dittman of West 47th 
street station to clean the fringes 

Madison Sguare Garden of 
‘steerers’ and “specs,” Detectives 


Hal Browser and Joe Williamson, | 


0 Inspector McCormick's staff 
“bagged” steerers in the neigh- 
borhood of the Garden. 

Seven had tickets for the night's 
how They were taken to Night 


Court and fined $5 each 


| ago 
made two or three copies of certain | 


mate one. 

, . 
Hershfield’s Windfall 
Harry Hershfield started the week 

with visions of wealth. An art agent 
walked into his office and inquired 
about a small Rembrandt which the 
cartoonist had picked up in an old 
shop some time ago for $40. <A 
tentative offer of $10,000 was made, 
the pair 


ting to go to a mid-western 


art museum if 

Hersh field’s 
to a Rembrandt in 
collection. It 
that old 


accepted. 
piece is 

the 
was testified 


very similar 
not long 
masters sone 
subjects Art people also sa) 
a very good copy b: 
for 


even 
ings a high prices 


museums. 


Havemeyer | 


LIMmes |} 


St. John, N. B., March 11. 
Police of Sydney revealed an un- 


| usual type of dance hall when they 


| arrested “Rev.” Sam Scroggins, for 
| maintaining a gambling house and 
|} general nuisance, 

In the police court, Scroggins 
| claimed to be a traveling colored 
| clergyman. He admitted to stag- 
jing dances in his hall, and aston- 
| ished the magistrate by claiming 
ithat between the dances, he taught 
ireligion including the Ten Com- 
mandments to all those who pa 
| tronized his dances. He ran these 
levery night, including Sundays. By 
|}teaching the religion he said he 
| thought he Was entitied iu operate 
jon Sunday. 

Between the dances everybody 
|}had to accept the religious teach- 


jings of Scroggins, who was always 
jattired in black, entirely except for 
| 


the white Roman collar. Scroggins 
claimed to the magistrate; he barred 
from future dances those who 
didn’t pass his examinations in re- 
ligion. These were all oral, and 
embraced the putting of questions 
to the dancers, suddenly, while they 
were dancing, or between the grips, 
Those who fiunked were told to 
stay away until they knew their 


bibles. It was nothing unusual to 
see many of both sexes walking into 


| the Scroggins’ studio carrying 
| bibles. 
Gambling’s Out 
Fact that he ailiowed gambling 


on the premises proved the down- 
fall of Seroggins. He was fined 
$100, or two months in the bastile, 
He paid the fine, and continued his 


dances, but now asserts he’s 
through with the gambling side 
line. 

Whites and blacks have been 


fraternizing at the Scroggins’ hoof- 
ing emporium. Complaints of los- 
ing money, and being denied satis- 
faction by Scroggins, resulted in 
the police making an unexpected 
visit and finding whites and blacks 
playing poker at tables a few feet 
from the dancers. 


LEE ROY DeFORD GETS 
30 DAYS FOR BOUNCERS 


Wearing a large brown sombrero 
and displaying lots of hauteur, Lee 
Roy DeFord, 39, who stated he was 
in the mercantile business and 
stopping at the Cumberland Hotel, 
was sentenced to the Workhouse 
for 30 days for failing to pay the 
Cumberland $925. 

The debt was for lodging, eats, 
cigars and a few “rubber checks.” 
DeFord, when he registered at the 
Cumberland, told them he had just 
come in from the west coast. He 
gave large tips to the bellboys and 
got some service, 

He told. the bellhops he was a 
film magnate. Soon he stopped giv- 
ing out tips and then the bouncers 
began to appear. The hotel pleaded 
with him to make good some of 
the money. He threatened to have 
everybody lose their jobs. Finally 
they had him arrested. 

When before Magistrate Silber- 
mann, DeFord lost his hauteur and 
told the Court he thought his funds 
had not evaporated at the bank on 
the Coast. “I'll make good if given 
time,” said DeFord. 

“Time you shall have,” said the 
Court. “Thirty days in the Work- 
house.” Detectives Pat Harty and 
Roger Meehan of West 47th street 
had to hold up DeFord, who almost 
collapsed. 


Parties Out—Films In 


Carmine Hall, Greenwich Village, 
| which for a time rivaled Webster 
Hall for spotting of freak and Vil- 
lagey balls, has closed its doors ind 
will be remodeled into a _ picturé 
theatre, 

A. Bertini, aiready operating three 








small capacity houses, has taken 
over the former ballroom and will 
remodel] into a 1,000 seater. 


——— 


Endor-Leedom Suit’s Date 
Atlanti« City, March 11. 


$400.000 love 
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of M1 Doris K. Endor against Mrs 
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jal of tive Daim s& it 


Frank G. Doelger, the former Edna 
Leedom, in circuit court here as 
een continued intil the spring 
term, opening May 1%, Judge W. 
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” util Wisdom for the Woeful 


By Nellie Revell 


t- 





This department, conducted by Miss Revell, 


has been instituted as a 


weekly feature and is placed at the service of any “Variety” reader. 


Matter submitted to Miss Revell 


will be treated confidentially. No 


attention will be paid to unsigned letters, but real names will always be 


suppressed. 


Miss Revell may be addressed at the Hotel Somerset, West 47th street, 


er care “Variety,” New York. 
Dear Madam: I love my mother, 
but she is a problem. 
understand we aren't Living in 
Same age as when she was a 
and that show business isn’t 
any other business, and that 
mode of living and conventions 
different. Every time the boys and 
girls from our show come to the 
apartment and we get to talking 
shop, mother can be depended upon 
to get disagreeable, saying insult- 
ing things to my friends by point- 
ing out how different and circum- 
spect she was at our age. She ap- 
proves of my being in the chorus 
and is glad to get the money the 
job brings in every week, but hasn't 
any use for my friends. What shall 


the 
girl 
like 
our 
are 


I do? Harassed. 
Answer: When you were young 
your mother had to put up with 


your idiosyncrasies; it is your duty 
—and privilege—now to bear with 
hers Friends and associates you 
can make and acquire as you will, 
but you have only one mother and 
won't have her forever. If your 
friends displease her, I should think 
an easy solution would be not to 
invite them to your home—you can 
enjoy their society elsewhere. 





Dear Nellie: When you and I 
trouped together years ago I never 
dreamed I would come t6 you for 
advice on this subjeet. You know 
I am a good husband; have always 
let my wife carry the bankroll, buy 
the house she wanted, the car she 
craved, and spend all the money 
she wants on herself—why, she 
pays more for one dress than I pay 
for a wardrobe a season, Still she 
is dissatisfied, always wanting 
something else; and now I fear she 
wants some other man. She is no 
longer young and couldn’t make a 
living for herself if she left me. I 
know once I am removed from a 
position whereby I can protect her 





She doesn’t | 





ae this guy will trim her. I feel 
| that I should protect her against 
| herse If and this man. Lead. 
Answer: Keep your head cool and 
your feet warm—in other words, 
don’t allow yourself to get cold feet. 


| 


And don’t do anything to upset her 
and pour oil on the flames. I am 
sure you are right and that she does 
need your protection, probably more 
now than ever before in your mar- 
ried life. Remember, women don’t 
always want divorce when they say 





they do, 





I missed an entrance 
because the 


Dear N. R.: 
one night in a number 


wardrobe woman didn’t get me 
hooked up in time, and the stage 
manager fined me. The next day I 


missed a rehearsal because I didn’t 
know one had been called. There 
was no notice on the board, but the 
stage manager claimed he notified 
me verbally, which he didn’t, al- 
though he did the other girls. I 
believe he is trying to get me in 
wrong with the management so if 
I am fired or quit, and he can put 
in his girl friend whose show closed 
on the road last week. What can 
I do to protect myself and my job? 
Abused. 

Answer: Take the matter up with 
the company manager, reciting the 
circumstances as you have outlined 
them to me. In the meantime, don’t 
be caught napping. 





Dear Madam: I am married toa 
man outside of the profession and, 
while he makes a comfortable home 
for me, I do not love him and never 
will. I get lonesome for show folks. 
Should I carry on and go through 
with it, or should I tear out while 
Iam still young? Ex-Show Girl. 

Answer: There is only one rea- 
son for a woman living with a man. 
Any other reason brands her. 





Uncommon Chatter 
By Ruth Morris 





At the Palace 

Anne Seymour is at the Palace 
this week analyzing the human race 
in song. Wearing a handsome white 
ensemble and later an elaborate 
Charles Le Maire period gown, she 
gives the feminine viewpoint on boy 
friends. Just to keep everything 
fair, she appears later as a Young 
Man About Town, in trim tails and 
topper, voicing an opinion on a race 
of gold diggers. Lyrics are some- 
times clever and sometimes not, but 
possessed of at least one sure-fire 
catch-line that puts each song over. 
Miss Seymour curtain-speeched that 
she has been out of vaudeville for 
some time, and it is “‘all so new.” 

Rest of the bill top-heavy with 
flash acts. First of these, “Femme 
Follies,” has Drena Beach, who, an- 
nounced as the Tiger Girl, does re- 
markable control work clad in a 
leopard skin. Costumes are routine 
aside from that worn by the leader 
of the girl-orchestra—scarlet faille 
jacket over trousers flaring in nar- 
row plaits from a moulded hip-line. 

“Chinese Whoopee Revue” (hav- 
ing appeared at the Palace less than 
a month ago) is programmed as “Di- 
rect from a Triumphant European 
Tour.” Tch, tch, tch, such decep- 
tion! Oriental version American 
vo-de-o-do is as naive and enter- 
taining as ever. 

Henry Bergman’s “Don’t Tell the 
Governor” is nothing more than a 
band-act which may or may not 
have intehded to poke fun at that 
prison horror, “The Last Mile.” 
Lines are droll and the act might 
have seemed more amusing had it 
not been preceded by two musicals. 





Beef Trust at Capitol 
There have been stage and pic- 
ture productions introducing old- 
time burlesque queens, but none of 
them has managed to dig up such 


convincing types as appear in this 
week’s Capitol show, “Days of 
Yore.” Where such hefty figures 


were found in this sylph-like age 
is a mystery. The burlesque chorus 
in “Applause” was composed of 
heft with little proportion; “Sweet 
Adeline’s” chorus was artfully 
padded to look like the gartered 
girls from the Old Gaiety, but 
Chester Hale’s Tiny Tots are the 


real thing, enormous, shapely and 
clad appropriately in a _ perfectly 
vicious shade of pink trimmed with 
spangles, as they brandish spears 
and sins a belligerent song advising 
the Old Guard to get ready. 





At the Cross Roads 

Paramount’s “Tin Type Revue” is 
artful and pretty, with its enter- 
tainment in the capable hands of 
Charlie Hill, Llora Hoffman and an 
excellent troupe of Berke, Dancers. 
Its stage decoration is lovely once 
it eliminates a large sea _ shell, 
spotted in center without any con- 
necting link with the rest of the 
scene. Flat pieces and stage or- 
chestra, set on revolving circular 
platforms, effects a swift change 
from summer to winter scene. Miss 
Hoffman appears in a handsome 
black taffeta gown, looking pounds 
thinner than when last seen in a 
shorter-length evening gown with 
a shining surface. Her voice, which 
is way above the average of picture 
houses, has the high notes that 
commands applause. 





Beating Those Edicts 

Since vaudeville units have fallen 
under the disfavor of the booking 
office they have adopted disguises. 
Billed as separate items the con- 
tributants enact their stunts and 
make it soon apparent that they 
are part of a vaudeville melange. 
That is the character of the first 


half’s bill at Proctor’s 58th. “Sun- 
kist” “Nddie Nelson, recently of 


“Woof Woof,” brought the Holly- 
wood Collegians out of that show 
with him, to open the proceedings 
with bad music and better comedy, 
and to work in his own act with 
a group of chorus girls who later 


do a dance act of their own. You 
can cut it, you can slice it, but 
it’s still a unit. 
Hipp Not Swanky 
Very little style at the Hipo- 


drome this week. Eileen and Mar- 
jorie do clever acrobatics wearing 
short satin dresses, with plaited 
skirts allowing freedom of move- 
ment and Maria de Como affects 
a lavender lace studded with rhine- 





~_ 





Did You Know That 





Olga Petrova has a gorgeous 
home in the south of France 
where she spends most of her 
time....Zola Talma has had 
her portrait painted by Jeri 
Wickwire....Alexander Left- 
wich is going west to pro- 
duce a small revue for the new 
Erlanger theatre in San Fran- 
cisco—a Bessinger production 

.Lily Dimita is vocalizing 
with Jeanotte these days.... 
Eddie Buzzell and Ona Mun- 
son have returned from Ha- 
vana....Louise Dresser is back 
in Hollywood for another pic- 
ture....Lew Leslie has given 
his “International Revue” a 
sumptuous mounting....Carmel 
Myers had a big house warm- 
ing recently....The Maurice 
Chevaliers and the Philip 
Goodmans attended a musical 
the other night....John Hund- 
ley will do Jack Whiting’s part 
in “Heads Up” when he leaves 
for the coast....Bobbie Per- 
kins, Herb Harris, Louise 
Groody, Marilyn Miller, Claire 
Windsor, Percy Helton, Louis 
Warner, Mrs. Alex Aarons, 
Carolyn McNair, Sylvia Fields, 
Fannie Ward, Shirley Vernon, 
Minna Gombel and Juliette 
Day at the Mayfair....It is 
said that Brenda Lane has ac- 
quired an interest in several 


local flower shops....Susan 
Fleming is beautiful enough 


to do without any makeup 
whatsovere....Raydie Harris 
and Hortense Shore crave Hol- 
lywood....oooh....Harry Rich- 
man is singing several songs 
from his picture in his show 
-.-Paul Frawley is flirting 
with a picture contract.. 
Robert Emmett Keane and 
frau, Claire Whitney, are mo- 
toring to California....Miriam 
Hopkins looks sweet in very 
wide trousered pajamas _ in 


lish intent, 


“Ritzy”....Eddie Foy, Jr., adds 
pler@® of charm to the Stone 
show....Brenda Bond has re- 
placed Irene Delroy in “Top 
Speed”....Edgar Allan Woolf 
is famous for his baked beans 
----Bert Lahr has a reputa- 
tion for being regular in the 
theatre....Carol Dempster’s 
back from Palm  Beach.... 
When Charlie Morrison flew 
from the coast to Kansas City 
his tailor, Nat Levy, didn’t eat 
all day, till he heard the plane 
had landed....John McCor- 
mack sails for Ireland after his 
picture opens—he had 80 pairs 
opening night....Mary Horan 





is fortnighting away from 
“Sons o’ Guns,” and Peggy 
Berneer has replaced. i 








MARRIAGES 


Thomas Chatterton to Mrs. Ruby 
Franz, non-professional, Feb. 25. 
Groom is in Henry Duffy’s company 
at the President, San Francisco. 
This is Chatterton’s third matri- 
monial venture and the bride’s sec- 
ond, 

Larry Vale (Vale and Stewart) 
to Alice Finn (Finn and Jamison), 
at City Hall, New York, March 5, 

Anna Baker, sister of Belle Baker, 
and Charlie Kessler, cafe man and 
prominent politician of Detroit, were 
married in New York two weeks 
ago. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. A. Guthrie, daughter, 
March 7, in New York. 

Mr. and Mrs, Gene Kearney, son, 
in New York, March 2. Mother is 
Bunny Moore (‘‘Whoopee). Father 
is with Par-Publix. 

Mr. and Mrs, Phillip J. Curry 
(Blanche O’Brien), a daughter, in 
Lutheran Hospital, New York. 





stones for her character numbers. 
Two girls with Mascagno’s wear 
routine dance frocks for well exe- 
cuted routines. And anyone who 
can find more to say about such a 
dull bill is a born piper. 


Still Backstage 

“Puttin’ on the Ritz” puts the old 
back-stage formula through its 
familiar paces, with a poison-liquor 
sequence thrown in just for good 
measure. But for all that it’s an 
entertaining picture, particularly 
when its dialog sounds as though it 
had been written by Jimmy Gleason. 

Lilyan Tashman, lacking her usual 
chance to wear stunning clothes, 
helps a lot with the comedy, as the 
girl who is always hungry. It is 
doubted if even the more slangy 
member of a vaudeville tez2m would 
ever wear the ridiculous clothes 








forced upon her by the designer. 





Hollywood’ s Spring Styles 


By Cecelia Ager 


—— 


_—— 





Hollywood, March 8, 

There is a dressmaking establish- 
ment here that for conservatism 
could put to shame the mighty 
Worth of Paris. Nestling on Sunset 
Boulevard, in a building of Span- 
this house is fit to cope 
with the problem of satisfactorily 
outfitting even the Princess Mary. 
It is a proud example, and at the 
same time proof of aristocracy in 
America. By the complete gentility 
in its conception of how a lady 


should dress, it is deserving of the 
patronage of the Cabots and the 
Lodges. 


This paragon of good breeding, 
plying its worthy business and most 
successfully, mind you, in Holly- 
wood, could scarcely find a better 
locale in which to preach its doc- 
trine, or one more in need of its 
refining influence. Of course it’s pos- 
sible that its success may be found- 
ed on the universal desire of women 
to wear something out of the ordi- 
nary, for its models are completely 
opposed to Hollywood style. How- 
ever, we prefer to think that its 
clientele, at first entering its por- 
tals in quest of that very Holly- 
wood style, were uplifted and then 
converted to a nobler attitude tow- 
ard clothes. The lady, its director 
and a prophet, seeks to convert the 
infidels from their wicked longings 
for hotsy-totsy raiment to a finer 
ittitude on the purpose of dresses, 


It Flourishes 


That such a correct establish- 
nent can flourish in a community 
whose basic tendencies are toward 
the garish and the bizarre, gives 
eredence to the theory that there 
s some good even in the worst of 
us. 

This house announced its spring 


opening the other day for three 





o'clock. So convinced are its cus. 
tomers that Lere is the true religion, 
that at five after three scarcely q 
chair of the many provided was va. 
cant. To the strains of an inde. 
fatigable harp the assemblage, ab. 
sorbed in the promenade of models, 
learned that printed chiffon would 
be used for afternoon frocks. Cape 
collars covered the shoulders to ob- 
viate the more common short 
sleeves. Long skirts achieved full. 
ness in ruffled ticrs or pleated 
flounces. Some used circular godets, 
Coats were either straight or redin. 
gote, with set-in sleeves. Any ten. 
dency to be dashing was firmly held 
in check, 

The ciothes were essentially wear- 
able, the sort that would look as 
well the season to follow as they 
would have looked last season; the 
kind of clothes that are a sensible 
investment. One or two of the eve- 
ning dresses showed imagination in- 
dulged, but on the whole, there was 
nothing to startle the timid or those 
who are not quite certain the 
correctness of their own taste. 

Punch and cookies kept the la-« 
dies refreshed while they were con- 
centrating on the important work of 
keeping up with the mode. If they 
talked to one another at all, it was 
to exclaim in whispers over what 
they saw. hey stayed until the 
very end, loathe to forego seeing 
even one precious creation. It was 
over at five. 

Those fortunate enough to be in- 
vited left quietly, reverently, intent 
in reviewing in their mind’s eye the 
revelations vouchsafed them, decid- 
ing which models they would order 
for themselves. It. was very im- 
pressive, as befits so dignified a 
hofise, an establishment well aware 
of the responsibility of keeping 
good form in dress. 


of 
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Clothes and Clothes 


By Mollie Gray 


Roxy Throws a Party 

Birthday greetings to the Roxy! 
This three year old infant certain- 
ly takes a ten year old size in enter- 
tainment clothes. Big celebration 
opened a regular Roxy spectacle 
“Processional Religioso,” which 
achieved some beautiful effects be- 
cause of the shield carrying cru- 
saders (some of whom were not as 
big as their shields) white veiled can- 
dle bearers, a cathedral exterior 
which lifted, revealed haloed stat- 
ues and imposing grouping; a bishop 
in mitre and cope, censor boys, etc. 
And then there needs must be danc- 
ing girls, even the statues doing 
their bit, which was certainly the 
flaw in this production. 

“In a Jasmine Garden” was truly 
lovely; Beatrice Belkin singing in 
one balcony box, followed by Mar- 
garet McKee whistling expertly 
with the orchestra in the other. 
Beautiful feather fan number using 
three different colors on each side 
of the ‘fan extraordinarily grace- 
ful, the girls finally draping them- 
selves and fans on the bridge and 
its approaches to do still further 
service at the end of the number. 
Patricia Bowman in a flame color 
costume and the always admirable 
Roxyettes in black and gold cos- 
tumes and picture-producing head- 
dresses. 

Then the birthday party itself 
with Frank Moulan as M. C. (Mas- 
ter Chef) bringing on the dainties 
first of which were the “Fruit Par- 
fait” girls in very cute costumes; 
the “fish” wriggling out of its net 
and almost out of its costume; 
“pheasant” being two quartets of 
adagio dancers and finally the can- 
dies in clever costumes. And not 
forgetting the “coffee” a black 
veiled lady. 

For a finale the whole company 
came on in dress attire. Even the 
“Uniform Staff” (according to the 
program, so who dare refer to them 
as the ushers?) lined up on the 
stage for a heel click and salute. 
Absolutely everybody at this party 
but the guest of honor, Roxy him- 
self, The cake didn’t appear until 
the last moment with of course 
three candles. A very nice party. 

Black Lace at 81st 

Huston Ray’s nimble fingers gave 
new life to the ivories in a pleasant 
piano program, but really Sibylla 
Bowhan was the genuine attraction, 
even though she did sing, her gay 
clowning made it permissible. 
Opening costume of straightline 





silver cloth coat, scarf collar, the 
gown of diamond patterned rhine- 
stones on black net with much net 
to the floor. This she later disposed 
of back of her purple fan, appearing 
in a cute little affair of two shades 
of purple with long ostrich tipped 
train, slippers matching. 

Interpreting a story with dance 
steps, her costume was one of much 
black crepe, tricorner veiled hat 
over a grey wig, ermine tails edg- 
ing a back cape, sheer black hose 
and slippers, long white gloves, many 
bracelets. More black ruffled net 
touched with red ostrich, black lace 
mittens, the least attractive of her 
costumes, 

Oddly enough the only other girl 
on the bill also wore black lace 
mittens and“the tiny parasol usually 
associated with them yet the gown 
entirely modern and very lovely. 
Virginia Watson with Carl Randall 
was delightful in this blue flat 
crepe made with fiitted hips and 
full skirt finished. with a deep hem 
of net which also made the ruching 
the decorated one side of the back 


decolletage, hat and slippers match-. 


ing, belt at the natural waistline. 
Another pretty frock was of deli- 
cate pink with short jacket, using 
white patch pockets, slightly flared 
skirt. Finale in white chiffon with 
large red shoulder flower and slip- 
pers—not large but red, the latter 
being removed for a brief stock- 
foot dance, which must be an in- 
vention of a stocking manufacturer. 





“Get Hot” at Academy 


Milton Berle’s Revue at the Acad- 
emy is called “Get Hot,” but no- 
body seemed to heed that warning, 
with the result slightly tepid. Line 
of girls kicked and kicked, but got 
no satisfaction, neither did the cus- 
tomers. Costumes on the first line 
shaded from white to black with 
two greys between, back decolletege 
cut to one side, for another line a 
brief green skirt over an orchid 
crepe ruffle, flesh bodice and finale 
in the supposedly “hot” scene with 
it’s flame color lights showing 
through several arches, girls wore 
yellow and red in a small quantity 
with a still smaller quantity of 
coque feathers on one hip. 





Mitt Kissing Vogue 
Report that the girls are going 
in for perfumed nail polish on the 
assumption that hand kissing is 
returning with the more formal 
mode of dressing. Looks like a good 
time to lay in a supply of blotters. 
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Published Weekly by VARIETY. Inc. Although an increase in use of accessories was shown immedjately “Waterloo Bridge’ was to have gone on the road after its recent 
164 West 16th Brest “ae tes City after sound entered and was being pertly sold on the nie gr * tS | Fulton engagement. Cancellation followed objection to the booking by 
novelty, the past year has shown a marked decrease in the use of paper | “le Bunter te tp a each Miiealt SMabetilien - Sngcnand 
and other material. Extent to which accessories are now used is claimed | Glenn Hunter, co-starred in the show with June alker. unter par 
eT ied y : r th $0 ays | ticularly complained about playing Jamaica with the comment that it 
annual.......$10 Foreign.......$11| even below that of pre-sound days 
Bingle Copies.....s-e+s++++-++++28 Comts Tendency to tse more lighting in inner lobbies as well as outside is| was a try-out house. When word was sent Charles Dillingham, who 
given as one of the reasons why accessory sales are slipping, while} proguced “Bridge,” he laco vired from Florida to fold it up. 
tee No. 9 | 2nother is the unwillingness of the average exhib, with sound more than | 
VOL. XCVUI with silents, to jam lobbies and street entrances with lobby frames. | Mei ] oe a = ‘aed ail 
— Dozens of light contraptions, including traveling signs, have come along} 95 ;, me q mag ne pease 01 ahs 
to replace accessories that went before, and many remaining silent ac-| 999 Pang j a ta de aire » thie counties ite helne Ue ; 
A AGO counts are buying a minimum of paper because distribs are now con- | Chinese actor in 300 years 4 parts which he plays are fe1 
15 YE RS centrating on the talking features Some exchanges are beginning to} charac terizations. 
(From Variety and Clipper) | furnish only one kind of accessories, making it necessary for the un- | Sdee ia that the cove that Chinese Qrematic ort. al 
| wired exhib to tear off the sound features of “Susie Sued, The Vir- be propaganded all over thé P e not interested in any profit 
se iees | gin’s Dream,” ete preys scaiieaaeh sdiein Pit . nae tn ode. Sie 
D. W. Griffith's “The Birth of Some companies are attempting to awaken exhibs to the value of a aie Dias s ' 
a Nation” finished its first week aS| accessories. U. is in the midst of a two weeks’ drive labeled “Accessory 
a $2 attraction in a New York) Manager Weeks” during which the entire sales force is plugging for William A. Brady is back trouping in a way. He went to Chicago to 
theatre to $14,000 and was the seNn-| increase in accessory orders. Separate paper on silent versions has been | arrange the further touring of “Street Scene’ from that point. Mon- 
sation of the film trade. Picture/ abandoned by some, it is explained, because it doesn’t pay. idavy he was banqueted in St. Paul by theatre men and Wednesday he 
was on the twice a day plan at the Seem was guest of honor at a luncheon in Ft. Wayne. 
Liberty theatre of 1,200 capacity. eee 
It was in 12 reels, first picture of In a case of unusual interest not only to the theatrical but to the gen- Ne aes te tw tees Ue wel abte tides ob ts baie: aaa 
that length to be shown. House had} eral industrial world, the New York Court of Appeals has ruled that Fade "sac ecliptic Tt pacers Ean eames as’ Tie ors eae seaen = Ei 
refused sharing terms and insisted| an accident is not compensable when an employee falls from a mere a : oe Ripe aes any athe oo Ay a pe pis cm e we ° Rnd peas PD 
on flat rental of $1,250 a week. standing position, an award for workmen’s compensation being legal rs Guckes eo eee - i . ane ‘ ae Lae 
are. |only when the peculiar situation of the employee makes his fall more | bands. , ; 
: , _;.|than ordinarily dangerous, This doctrine is laid down by the highest Three ticket ee e shut out on the show . At ent being 
Paramount, distributing Re nat | court of New York State in re Andrews v. L. & S. Amusement Corpora | fa ilty in estimating its drav ing powers, At first a the agent leclined 
which handled FE ag eed k, ordering COS reversing a verdict of the Appellate Division, Third Department. a long term buy, but most of them changed their mind: 
product ee were sp The L. & S. Amusement company employed Andrews as a painter One of the most prawns nt agencies turned down “Flvi1 a His the 
ene aoe fe kg one for a day to fashion a sign. As the theatre porter and he were getting new musical at the Apollo, which landed among the capacity shows 
the additional stock it proposed to a pail of water, the painter fell, striking his head upon an alley way ———_—_—_—_———— 
buy in the independent exchanges | P?Vement and fracturing his skull. The fall was ascribed to epilepsy. a 
with which the central concern did Andrews died of the injury the sam¢ day. ; . 
business. Department of Labor awarded benefits to his mother. The insurance nsi é os all é 
| carrier appealed the award, contending that a fall from a mere standing 
Mrs. Pankhurst, world famous | Position was not peculiar to the occupation of painting, but one that 
suffragette, made her stage debut might occur in any and every pursuit. ; | , 
at the Pavilion, London, and caused ei i Pathe studios on the Coast are proving a rendezvous for vyaude artists. 
searcely a stir. Since two husky “African slaves” didn’t get that raise and told the|In the last three weeks this studio has used Nat Carr, Tom Mahoney, 
2 EE) story to Boston newspapermen that they are simply Harlemites on Dr.| Vera Marsh, T. Roy Barnes, Ray Hughes, Frank Sabini, Leslie and 
Loew’s trimmed its list of agents| Davenport’s payroll, plenty of dirt is being added here about the in- Vandergrift, Dick Stewart and Nick Cogley. 
down to 7, and for the first time| ception of the mysterious indie picture “Jango.” ret i 
put into force the rule that agents The jungle epic, Talking Epics, distributors of the bonafide Martin Leader of a vaudeville band act, burning up over an alleged double 


doing business with its office should 
not do business outside, except 
with the Fox chain. 


Restaurant men were cheating on 
the 2 o’clock closing and were sum- 
moned before the New York Police 


Commissioner to receive a warning. | 
; sons had in mind in certain cities. 


A bill was pending for New York 
censorship, but only censoring was 
done by ane unofficial National 
3oard. Exhibitors around Times 
Square slipped through film that 
had not received the National 
board’s O. K. and earned the op- 
position of the industry. 





The old Haymarket at 30th street 
and Sixth avenue, New York, no- 
torious dive of a few years before, 
turned respectable, clearing out its 
dance floor and starting a picture 
show under B. K. Bimberg, opera~ 
tor of several picture houses. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 





“Framed” sporting events are no 
new institution. Hartford, Conn., 
had a favorite local pedestrian and 
featured him in a 27-hour go-as- 
you-please. Competitors complain- 
ed the miles were marked up too 
fast in his behalf and rival backers 
did the same thing. One contestant 
got credit for 10 miles in 15 minutes. 
Affair broke up in a row at the end 
of 23 hours. 


There were baseball hold-outs, 
too, but they didn’t get far. George 
Wright was a valuable asset to the 
Providence, R. I., Club and there was 
a mild debate over his pay for the 
next season. Club manager said he 
would get just what he got the 
year before and George replied in 
effect “Yessir.” 





The Opera Populaire, Paris, 
Staged a musical spectacle entitled 
“Petrarque,”’ and the fact that the 
Production cost $20,000 was a mat- 
ter of news. 


Ottawa ball club had a first base- 
man who said he could throw a 
ball 101 yards with his right hand 
and 87 yards with his left, and 
was willing to take on challengers 
for distance hurling. 


Harrigan 
first time 
Surprise,” 
farces 


“The Mulligan 
fifth in the series of 
under that title. Famous 
Partners still were at the Comique 
New York. Later they built and 
occupied their own theatre. Annie 
Yeamans, known to a later genera- 
tion, was in the new piece. 


Guards’ 


E. E. Rice’s new extravaganza 
“Hiawatha” had its first perform- 
ance at the Standard, New York, 
and was called a success. 








and Hart staged for the | 


j; week only 
| Tech. 


j 
| 
} 
| 


Johnson hunting specials, understands, was made largely in a lonely 
part of Long Island. In fact the Johnson company lost several good 
men to Davenport and got them back again when the additional dough, 
let alone the regular income, was not forthcoming. 

This “Jango,” it is now claimed, cut in severely to Johnson showings. 
Every time “Simba” or one of the real roarers was advertised “Jango” 
was on the lion’s tail. Not only that but the Davenport outfit is accused 
of many times having attempted to “steal away” the theatre the John- 


oT] 


The perennial rumor that one of the Main Street (Los Angeles) girl 
shows is going to be installed in Hollywood had its start three years ago 
when one of the present Duffy houses had been undergoing disastrous 
experiences with musicals, The lessee was sinking and wanted either 
a helping hand or a fellow singer. He summoned one of the impre- 
sarios from downtown and proposed that he take over the houes. He 
mentioned casually that the house was in 83 grand deep and of course 
that would come out before any profits. At which without a word the 
Main Stemmer turned and walked out. 

When the former lessee is now in that part of Hollywood, he walks 
around the block rather than pass in front of the house. It looks too 
prosperous and he can’t stand the reminder of what happened to him 
there. 





Title laboratories, ready to quit when the talkers came in, are taking 
a new lease on life as most of the silent versions are using from two to 
three times as many titles as in the old silent days. How long this will 
last nobody knows. 

Not unusual for a silent version to have from 2,200 to 2,800 feet of 
titles. This is necessary to explain the action where the picture has 
been originally shot as a talker. In the old days 1,500 feet of titles was 
considered plenty. Foreign prints are all using more titles than they 
did in silent days. The foreign version of “The Swan” (U A) has 4,400 
feet of temporary titles. 


Bionde screen actress from a theatrical family, and considered one of 
the few actresses void of temperament before she fell heir to a few 
million by the divorce route, is back in the game and making it tough 
for everybody around her. 

Girl returned to Hollywood and decidedly clicked in talkers, but since 
then has been trying to tell the directors how to make pictures. Now 
spends most of her time on the set ordering an entourage of servants 
around to show the divorce payoff is not just publicity. 





A special stairway has been constructed by the B.M.T. subway lead- 
ing from the platform at Avenue M to the Warner studio property in 
Flatbush, Brooklyn. This is to take care of about 500 employees of the 
Warners studio and labs. A special guard has been assigned to duty 
morning and night when the entrance is open. 

Warner studio employees have organized their own bridge club, find- 
ing the trip to New York to participate in the tournaments of the home 
cffice bridge club too arduous. 

Jerry Beatty, 
now. 
publicity 
tinue his 


publicity director for technicolor, is that for one day a 

After nabbing the job, he cut the working week on 
and advertising to three days, this to allow him to con- 
short story writing. 


cross by Keith's, is reported taking George Godfrey personally to task 
for the deal. 
While playing in the west for Keith’s some time ago the band leader 


rolled up a big debt to the circuit for fares, advances, etc., for himself 
and large company. Back east and with more time to go under his Keith 
contract, the leader still owed the office $1,100. One of the eastern dates 
booked was a week at the Kenmore, Brooklyn. Just as the band was 
about to play this date the Kenmore changed to a split week policy, 
decreasing the route by one-half week and obligating the booking office 
to the act for a half week. 

Last week at the 58th St. was the band’s final contracted Keith date, 
with the leader still owing Keith’s the $1,100 and Keith’s still owing the 
leader the half week. Godfrey, apparently having no gpot for the act, 
sought to rid the booking office of the half week obligation. seader 
stated he would forget about the date due him on condition that Keith’s 
would* not deduct the entire $1,100 from the 58th St. salary. Should 
the whole amount be taken at that theatre, he declared, there wouldn't 
be enough left to pay off his company, and while the 58th would be his 
last engagement for Keith’s, he would pay the balance of his debt on 
some date in the near future. 

Godfrey, it is charged, agreed to the conditions and the act released 
the office from the half week obligation. 

But instead of living up to the agreement made with the act by God- 
frey, the 58th St. deducted the entire $1,100 from the band act’s salary, 
obviously from direction. The leader was left with $13 to pay off his 


Inside Stuff—Music 





and mechanicals has 
Sheet music sales have slipped 
considerably. In small towns it has become so bad that some of the 
Kresge stores have removed sheet music from their céunters. 

Mechanicals are reported to be about the same. Royalty statements 
received by the publishers shows a decrease of from 40% to 50% in the 
usual disc royalties, 

Even publishers with hit tunes are fearful of the present condition, 
knowing that hit tunes can’t be published every month of the year. 
Besides, present day hit tunes do not compare in bulk sales with the hit 
tunes of yesteryear. 

One of the reasons for the slump in general sales is believed to be 
the flood of sung hits from the talkers that deluged the music stands 
for quite a period. In former days one hit would build up a music 
selling trade and carry along the hit publisher’s catalog. With so many 
hits from the musical talkers on sale, when the rush of smashes fell 
away, it called for more than the average number of selling songs 
to again stimulate the buying public. 

Or again it could be claimed that the 
time sort of satiated the piano players, 
coming in until the next 
with discs. 


A downward trend in the sales of sheet music 
begun to alarm many of the publishers. 


surfeit of song hits at that 
with a relaxation term now 


between buying rush. The same, of course, 


worked in “Untamed” 
used in the recording 





Three 
pianist, 


after he 
discovered he was 


months 


for Metro, Will Davis, 
without his knowledge. 








’ y y ' Now claims an additional $30 for his services. 

Following hfs recent return from a Florida vacation, Beatty asked that Davia c lai , ; s 

s ws ° : : Javis complained to the union that he thought he was only playing 
his position be cut to one day, Monday. That has now been done. Be- r } sidelines. % : : E = 

; : : 7 or the sidelines, and just recently he went to see the picture to find 
fore going in for short story and article work on a big scale, Beatty | pincele doing -¢ ; ; ‘ Mb ’ 

nt of @ tt ; Himself doing a sequence with Joan Crawford. Union is taking the 
ane iia : ‘ 

was Pp. a. nheac I + ae | matter up with the studio. 
One of the children’s matinees arranged through the public relations An orchestra leader in Los Angeles is reaching out for all the side 
department of the producers organization was a showing of “Peter Par "| Money he can get. In addition to getting his boys up at all hours to 
i youngsters from a military academy. Through some misunderst and- fill picture engagements, he is resorting to what some song pluggers 
ing the special film didn’t arrive and a semi-revue film was substituted | claim petty graft 

The kids walked on it. They hung around the lobby asking everyone | If a plugger wants the band to play a number, the leader invariably 
in sight how soon “Peter Pan” would arrive. Some were on the verge | insists that one of his own men make a special arrangement for his 
of tears when told it might not be shown. | personal use These arrangements cost the plugger from $20 up. 

Fox has returned to exl the nor advanced in sub iping to Several Chicago radio stations have ad lopted the old contract tricks 
stock planne: for issuance by Fox Sec ities Corp., formed as a means | which 1 de hooke and agent a soped 10 years ago. These stations 
of averting receivership before the refinancing plan of Bancamerica,| are issuing phony contract with prices penciled in for more than the 
Blair; Dillon, Read and Lehman Bros. were proposed. Fox Securities | act is getting. 
took an entire floor at 729 7th avenue at that time, offices of Fox’s Red | Three women actually getting $500 were given penciled $1,000 con- 
Star Music Corp. When Fox proposed selling stock through Fox Securi- | tracts by one station, and ere told the contracts were for exhibition 
| ties, many exhibs came forward with subscriptiere 4 Purposes only. 
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+, - Blanche Yurka Answers to Lays 


In Boston Concerning Drama 








Boston, March 11. 


Following a lecture at the Old 
South Forum here last week 
Blanche Yurka, under the heading 
of “Social Importance of Good 
Theatre,” Miss Yurka answered 
the various questions propelled by 
an audience of lay people. 

Several questions came from col- 
lege students. 

Some of the questions and an- 
swers by Miss Yurka, taken down 
verbatim, were: 

What interesting experiments are 
going on in Europe that an Ameri- 
can visitor might see this coming 
summer? 

A. I think that would be another 
lecture. I will give a brief answer. 
The most interesting work to be 
found is in Germany in the theatre. 
The French theatre, as I saw it in 
the summer, seems a little anemic. 
The Italian theatre, which I also 
saw in the summer, had a very in- 
adequate company. The German 
theatre is making experiments with 
a vitality and an enthusiasm that, 
I think, can only be matched in 
America. 

Assuming that’ the present gen- 
eration of adults is hopeless as re- 
gards the social value of the theatre, 
do not you think it would be of 
great value to work on high school 
students? 

A. I cannot agree with your as- 
sumption in the first place. I think 
the adult of today, if he does not 
glory in restricting himself to the 
good old days, can find a good deal 
of enjoyment in the theatre. Un- 
questionably, it is the adolescents, 
the coming decade of people, who 
should have their attention most 
constantly and insistently’ brough 
to the fact that we are having im- 
It should be a part 
of the curriculum to go in an or- 
ganized body as a part of their 
school work to see those who have 
definitely and courageously dedi- 
cated themselves to do worth-while 
things. 

What is the best method of stim- 
ulating the idealistic beliefs and 
inspirations on the part of the gen- 
eral public, so as to benefit the 
theatre general? 

A. Start a theatre club. Get 10, 
15, 20 of your friends to form a 
club, which will attend the first 
three of four days. the visit of an 
important play, be part of the audi- 
ence of that play. Be the nucleus 
of a Little Theatre Movement. Most 
of all, go constantly to the theatre 
when a good company is playing. 
If you have talent for writing, write. 
The managers are clamoring for 
plays. They want plays that have 
studied, concentrated work put upon 
them. Contact to the theatre is 
opened in a dozen ways. 

Could a great play be written that 
does not debase human character 
but exalts it? 

A. It could ungestionably be 
written if there were a great enough 
playwright to write it. If he could 
do so, he would have no difficulty 
in having it produced. ‘The Enemy 
of the People” by Ibsen is a pretty 
good example of what you mean. 


Would it be possible to write a 
play exalting the character of the 
business - man as “Abraham's 
Bosom” glorifies the negro? 

A. Anything can be written if 
there is anyone having the ability 
to write it. All we need is genius. 

If the American theatre is going 
forward as rapidly as the speaker 
suggests, why has there been no 
great play written during this 
century? 

A. A classic is never written to 
be a classic. We do not know a 
play is a classic until it surviv: 
the ages. How can we possibly 
know whether the plays of O'Neil 
will not be playing 300 vears from 
Classics are written to an- 
swer the demand of the public of 
the moment. I would not be the 
least surprised if there were hover- 
ing a few of those plays under the 
wings of the theatre today. “Green 
Pastures” is recognized and ac- 
claimed by every important critic 
I know as a play which will sur- 
vive any other play of today. 

My own taste, based on 20 years 
of devoted labor to the theatre, 
places “Journey's End” at the top 


tue Of all emotional plays in the theatre. 


he 


My own personal idea is that Mr. 
O'Neil’s conception always outruns 
his production because his concep- 
tion is so titanic that only a Shakes- 
peare could do it. 

Acting Talent 

The speaker said that there is 
a great deal of talent today for ac- 
ting. Can the same thing be said 
of playwrights? 

A. The playwrights of today, I 
think, are the victims, to a certain 
extent, of the quantitative demand 
for plays. There are 30 too many 
theatres in New York City. I read 
on the average of five manuscripts 
a week. Theatres have paid read- 
ers to see if there is a ray of an 
idea in the onslaught of typewritten 
pages. There is so great a demand 
for plays that almost any play will 


» 


by ‘ 








Turning It On 


Hartford, March 11. 
George M. Cohan’s secret for 
success was revealed by George 
Jessel to a Hartford audience 


at the opening of his play 
“This Man’s Town.” 
Called before the curtain 


after the last act, Jessel said: 

“A short time ago I asked 
George Cohan to what he as- 
cribed his great success His 
answer was ‘Open your shows 
in Haritford.’” 


MGRS.’ ASSN. PAYS OFF 
ON QUICK-DEATH “9:15” 











Salary claims amounting to $7,- 
$00 against Ruth Selwyn’s “Nine- 
Fifteen Revue,” which stranded aft- 
er a week's run at the Cohan, New 
York, have been lifted by the Man- 
agers’ Protective Association. 

Mrs. Selwyn’s membership in that 
organization had abrogated the ne- 
cessity of posting the usual bond 
at Equity. At the same time it 
made the M. P. A. liable for sali- 
aries. After the show blew the 
M. P. A. forwarded Equity sufficient 
funds to pay off the choristers and 
then sent a check for the amount to 
liquidate claims of the principals. 





Hassard, Jr.’s Debut 


Jack E. Hassard, Jr., 10 year old 
son of John E. Hassard, makes his 
stage debut this week in Jersey 
where “House Afire” tries out. The 
kid prefers to be called Jack, Jr., 
instead of John, Jr., and that’s the 
way its going to be. 

“House Afire,” backed by coast 
money, was written by Mann Page. 
Claiborne Foster is lead, 





get at least a reading. The making 
of a play is a subtle art not to be 
mastered overnight. Ibsen took two 
years to a play. That is, I think, 
the answer. People do not take the 
art of being playwrights seriously 
enough. I demand of you the rudi- 
ments of this immensely difficult 
art. es 

If it is true that the “worst pro- 
fessional is better than the best 
amateur,” is not that very discour- 
aging to the Little Theatre Move- 
ment? 

A. Well, I think that the words 
are too strong. I do think that 
an average professional has auto- 
matically had to learn certain things 
which he must know or he can- 
not make a living. The average 
very gifted amateur is so completely 
overwhelmed with the praise of his 
local admirers that he often feels 
that it is not necessary to learn 
many of the things he would have 
to learn to make a living. I do 
not think that is discouraging, for 
the Little Theatre Movement was 
started by a group of amateurs. 


Is it not true that good plays are 
made for the rich and cheap made 
for the poor, and will they ever 
cross until economic equality comes? 


A. One of the great cries of the 
managers is the fact that they can- 
not fill their galleries. 

Perhaps one explanation of the 
empty galleries is the fact that 


actors today do not enunciate 
clearly or loudly enough to be 
heard. 

A. You are probably right. I 


think it is an inexcusable fault of 
many modern players, who are 
playing for their own benefit and 
that of the first rows rather than 
for the house at large. I would 
suggest that you get everybody you 
know to write to the manager and 
tell him you cannot hear. 


Does orthodox Christianity pre- 
vent the development of drama 
through censorship? 


A. There are those against it and 
those for it. I personally am against 
it as I do not think that you can 
superimpose taste on anybody 
Play censorship is most effective 
when people stay away from it. 
That is the only kind of censorship 
worth while. I cannot say that the 
organized Christian church is con- 
stituting a censorship in an evil 
sense. The churches have dramatic 
clubs. There is no question that 
certain types of plays should not be 
permitted, but one can decide only 
for himself. If one decides against 
it, he is privileged to stay away. 

Is Shakespeare in modern clothes 
merely a passing fad? 


A. I personally think it is, al- 
though we forget that in Shakes- 
peare’s time the plays were pro- 


duced in modern clothes. Garrick 





played in ruffles and brocade. 


LOU HOUSEMAN IN NEED 


Stevens and Kettering Head Relief 
Committee for Popular Manager 








Chicago, March 11. 


Lou Houseman is reported seri- 
ously ill and in need of aid at North 
Hollywood, Cal. 

When Houseman was manager 
here for A. H. Woods, his liberal- 
ity taward needy friends was a by- 
word on Randolph street. He was 
one of the oldest and most popular 
of Chicago's resident managers. 

Ralph Kettering and Ashton Ste- 
vens, drama critic of the “Herald- 
<xaminer,” head a committee of as- 
sistance for friends who want to 





remember Houseman. Checks may | 
be sent to Stevens or te Kettering 
at the Adelphi theatre, Chicago. | 





Los Angeles, March 11. 


Horace Murphy sold out his in- | 
terest in his Phoenix, Ariz., dra- 
matic troupe to his partner, L. G. 
McCabe, and is combing Southern | 
California for a new spot. Week} 
end he is checking up the theatre 
situation in San Jose. 


Ariz. Stock Idea Moves | 





Murphy built his Phoenix pavil- 
ion last May and played there 32 
weeks. His partner is continuing 
the name, Murphy’s Comedians. 
Spot is 24 blocks out of town, mostly 
auto trade, with a 50c. top for 1,500 
seats, kids for a dime. 





Cut-Rate Damage Suit 
In Preliminary Hearing 


Joe Leblang’s Public Service 
Ticket Office and Hugh Leblang, one 
of its officers, applied in the New 
York Supreme Court last Friday, 
to vacate a notice for their exami- 
nation before trial in a suit by the 
National Theatre Ticket Service for 
$100,000 for conspiracy to prevent 
the plaintiff from going into the 
cut-rate theatre ticket business. 

The plaintiff alleges that in 1927, 
it was taking steps to furnish a cut- 
rate service to theatres and pro- 
ducers in competition with the Le- 
blang concern, and that the Public 
Service Ticket Office, and its officers, 
Joe, Hugh, and Tillie Leblang, and 
Matthew Zimmerman, conspired by 
threats, intimidations etc., to pre- 
vent intended users from subscrib- 
ing for this service, causing a loss 
of the sum sued for. 

The notice for the examination of 
the defendants requires them to 
produce all books and papers rela- 
ting to agreements with theatre 
proprietors and producers in con- 
nection with the cut-rate ticket 
business. The defendants in asking 
to vacate the appplication claim it 
is not made in good faith. 

Julian T. Abeles appears for the 
plaintiff and William Kaufman for 
the defendants. 





Stock Goes Tab Grind 


Sacramento, March i1. 


Roy Claire dropped his dramatic 
stock and started musical tab policy 
at the Plaza theatre this week. 
Two shows nightly and prices down 
to 25 and 50; children a dime. He 
will play matinees Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday, and con- 
tinuous Sundays. Claire has staged 
tabs before. 


NO. 3 “DISHONORABLE” 


Brock Pemberton is casting a 
third company of “Strictly Dishon- 
orable,” for middle west dates and 
with California as its ultimate desti- 
nation. 


Bids had been made by several 
coast producers for the California 
rights to the piece that prompted 
Pemberton to pass offers up and 
organize his own coast company. 





Irvington Stock 


Dramatic stock supplanted vaude 
at the Liberty, Irvington, N. J., this 
week. Sydney Mason, Jr., is oper- 
ating and “Putting It Over’ is the 
biil. 

Company includes Evelyn Humes, 
William Blake, George Butler, Bar- 
bara Winchester, Mary Vaughn, 
James McLaughlin. 

Ada Dalton is directing. 





Edith Bristol, former dramatic 
editor of “Call,” in San Francisco. 
is back on that sheet handling the 
“Mrs. Goodfellow” department. 

Mrs. Bristol gave up the drama 





desk about a year ago to accept a 


Se 


Rotating Stock Under Auspices 
With Local Cut-Rate Tickets 





— 





Drama to Own Lunch 





When a small dramatic 
stock company outside of Los 
Angeles went out of biz, two 
of the troupers decided to 
quit being actors and set up 
for themselves. 

They went to another town, 
one took over a picture house 
and the other bought a lunch- 
wagon. Both reported doing 
okey. 














place with Fox writing titles, 


GEST’S BANKRUPTCY 
CAUSED BY ILLNESS 


A lengthy illness and with his 
troubles of this season culminating 
in Dallas, where “The Miracle’ was 
obliged to close through a matter 
of $2,500, brought about an involun- 
tary petition in bankruptcy against 
the showman-producer, Morris Gest, 
last week. He is said to owe about 
$500,000 with meagre assets, if any. 

Revival of “The Miracle” largely 
added to his indebtedness for this 
season. In a bad legit season Gest 
sent out the spectacle, and it en- 
countered heaps of losses. 

Among Gest’s creditors are said 
to be some banks, with one of the 
banks holding his paper endorsed 
by Mrs. Gest, nee Reine Belasco. 
David Belasco is not a creditor, 
from accounts. It has been widely 
said in the show business that Gest 
has never borrowed money from his 
father-in-law. 

Large amounts owed by Mr. Gest 
at one time to Otto Kahn and Clar- 
ence Mackay were repaid out of 
“The Miracle” profit of long ago. 
The amount was said to have 
reached over $600,000 to both. 


Gest’s illness happened at a time 
when he was engaged in exploiting 
“The Passion Play,” causing him 
another large loss through his en- 
forced inattention during the show's 
tour, beginning at the Hippodrome, 
New York. Other minor show pro- 
motions by Gest of the past two 
seasons failed to reach the success 
proportions he had anticipated. 

At one time the producer contem- 
plated entering into pictures 
through Jos. M. Schenck, a close 
friend, and also a Gest creditor, 
but he did not complete the ar- 
rangement. 

Gest has no theatrical plans at 
present. He has not entirely re- 
covered physically and pending the 
adjustment of his financial mat- 
ters, may not undertake any show 
proposition. 








Altoona’s Local House 


Altoona, Pa., March 11. 


Altoona’s Little Theatre guild has 
achieved a home after four success- 
ful productions. The group has 
leased the Colonial, seating 450, 
neighborhood house dark for sey- 
eral months. 

The Guild has been in existence 
for two years. It will present a 
fifth production, “The Romantic 
Young Lady,” by G. Martinez 
Sierra, March 24. 


“June Moon” L. A. Date 


Los Angeles, March 11. 

“June Moon” is now set to open 
at the Belasco either on April 14 
or 21, depending on the run of Le- 
nore Ulric in “East of Suez.” This 
iS the Chicago company, which was 
turned over to George Holland by 
Sam H. Harris. 





PRINCESS, CHI., CLOSING 
Chicago, March 11. 

Shubert’s Princess will close this 
week, when “Dear Old England” 
ends a four weeks’ run. 

“Elizabeth and Essex” was sched- 
uled to come in from Detroit, but 
has been canceled, 








“Interlude” Lead Shifts 

Ernest Glendining joined “Strange 
Interlude” in Chicago Monday, 
playing the lead recently vacated by 
Tom Powers to enter “The Apple 
Cart,” current in New York at the 
Beck. In the interim George Gaul 
handled the lead, switching back to 
his original assignment as the doc- 
tor in “Interlude,” which is booked 
up to June. 





| 








Asheville, N. C., March 11, 


Manhattan Players, New York 
stock company, will open at the 
Auditorium April 8, under the 


auspices of the Disabled American 
Veterans of the World War. The 
company will give performances 
each Tuesday and Wednesday eve. 
nings with a matinée Wednesday. 

E. E. Keane, manager of the 
troupe, will have this rotary stock 
company play in the larger cities of 
North and South Carolina, wherever 
theatres are available. In each city 
the company will be sponsored by 
a local organization selling half 
price tickets. 

Here the Veterans will share in 
the profits. Membership fee is $1 
and each membership carries with 
it two tickets gratis for the opening 
performance. 


Frisco May Have Season 
Of Herbert Operettas 


San Francisco, March 11 

Frank Healy, concert manager, is 
planning a season of Victor Her- 
bert light opera here. It all de- 
pends on if he is successful in ob- 
taining sufficient guarantors. 

Whether the productions will be 
staged in one of the theatres or in 
an auditorium has not yet been de- 
termined. 





Arty Drama Spots Fade 


With the passing of the Green- 
wich Village Theatre next month, 
the Gansevoort remains as the only 
fully equipped theatre in Greenwich 
Village left for legit production. 

The Greenwich Village, currently 
operating as the Irish Theatre and 
domiciling the Irish Players, is be- 
ing razed as site for 20 story office 
building. Irish Players figured mov- 
ing into the Gansevoort when per- 
forced to vacate their present stand 
are moving uptown instead through 
an agreement with the Shuberts. 

Provincetown Playhouse, renamed 
the Mac Dougal remains dark 
through a mix-up after William 
Blake, who was to have taken over 
having passed it up. The Cherry 


Lane, another’ renovated stable 
theatre operates intermittenly with 
the Triangle, cellerette theatre, 


rounding out the remainder of sur- 
vivors. 


Chaplin as Play Theme 


Los Angeles, March 11. 
Egan theatre reopens March 24 
with a new piece called “Slapstick,” 
written and produced by Patrick 
Carlyle. Isabelle Withers, Louise 
Bowden, George Hackathorne and 
George Grandee are in the cast. 
Supposed to be founded on Charlie 
Chaplin’s clowning play tried out 
about six months ago under the 
title of “The Jester.” It has since 
been re-written. 


Strip Chi. Troupe 


Chicago, March 11. 

Thieves ransacked dressing 
rooms at the Studebaker, leaving 
the “Let Us Be Gay” company to 
scurry tor clothes for a matinee the 
following day. 

Francine Larrimore lost several 
gowns. Dailies refused to carry the 
story, suspecting a p. a. angie. 





FAGAN SUIT THIS WEEK 


Los Angeles, March 11. 

Myron C. Fagan’s suit against 
Franklyn Warner for $21,120, 
claimed due on picture rights of 
“The Great Power,” is set for trial 
before Judge Gould in Superior 
Court March 14, 

Harold A. Fendler is coast attor- 
ney for Fagan, legally represented 
in New York by A. J. Rubien. 





First at Erlanger’s Orpheum 

Paul Bessinger, producer, depart- 
ed for the coast Friday after come 
pleting arrangements for the open- 
ing of the new Erlanger, San Fran- 
cisco, formerly the Orpheum, 4 
vaude house. 

Bessinger will open the theatre 
with a play tentatively titled “Hi- 


There,” which is slated to go into 
rehearsal around April and open 
May 5. Alexander Leftwich will 
direct. 


M. S. Bentham is casting leads for 
the production, 
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Key to the abbreviations: 





Dramatic Critics Box Score 


Score as of March 8 





S.R. (shows reviewed), R. (right), W. 
(wrong), O. (no opinion expressed), Pct. (percentage). 





S.R. R. Ww. oO. PCT. 
WINCHELL (Mirror)......... 42 39 3 eo» 928 
BROWN (Post)....... ccocesce SS AQ a ee 924 
GARLAND (Telegram)........ 61 52 9 ba 852 
ANDERSON (Journal)........ 67 55 11 1 820 
DARNTON (Eve. World)...... 57 46 11 Nr -807 
LOCKRIDGE (Sun)..... iwecea ue 49 10 2 -803 
LITTELL (World)..... itecncen ae 48 12 és -800 
GABRIEL (American)......... 64 51 12 1 797 
RUHL (Herald Tribune)...... 23 18 2 3 783 «|| 
ATKINSON (Times).......... 63 49 12 2 777 } 
SELDES (Graphic)............ 55 42 8 5 763 || 
MANTLE (News)...cccccccos. © 49 11 5 761 

—— j 
Variety (Combined)...........122 108 14 oe 877 || 











DALLAS HOT FOR OPERA | 


$20,000 Advance—Reaction Against 
“Canned” Stuff? 


Dallas, March 11. 
Dallas has gone opera crazy. Ad- 
vance sales for Chicago Civic group 


is over $20,000. Civie group plays 
here March 12-13, with “Lucia” 
and “Tannhauser.” Gross broke 


records for 20 years in Dallas and 


highest in Texas fer any advance 


opera ticket sale. Made possible 
by big society tie-up maneuvered 
by Herbert Marcus, owner of 


women’s smartmart. 

For the past five years opera has 
gone in red here as have most legit 
and roadshows. Some claim that 
too much canned entertainment at 
local houses is getting population 
“stage hungry.” Anyway, ticket 
sales have cevered $30,000 guaran- 
tee easily. 


German Opera Attached 





Milwaukee, March 11. 


The German Grand Opera Co., 
which played the Pabst several 
weeks ago, was made defendant in 
two actions in Circuit court last 
week. The Theodore Reisig Co., 
New York, wants $1,447 for scenery 
and Edward Dolan $500 for elec- 
trical equipment. 

A bond was put up at the time 
the company played here covering 
the amount. M. Hurok, the man- 
ager, said he would return to fight 


the claim, which, he insisted, was 
not against his company, . but 
against an organization that for- 


merly used the name, 





Evelyn Laye’s Picture 
Cuts Operetta’s Tour 


“Bitter Sweet” leaves the Shu- 
bert, where it recently moved from 
the Ziegfeld, after another week. 
The Coward operetta will play but 
four weeks out of town, closing in 
Toronto after which the company, 
with the exception of Evelyn Laye, 
sails back to London. 

Miss Laye goes to the coast for 
pictures, the reason for curtailing 
the out of town booking. 

The show will be followed by 
Fritz Leiber in Shakespearean 
repertory at the Shubert. 








41st Annual Benefit 


The Treasurers’ Club of America 


will hold its 41st annual benefit 
show at the Hudson, New York, 
Sunday evening (16). 


Proceeds go to 
benefit fund. 

The bill will ve 
names from current Broadway 
sical attractions. 


the organization’s 


mu- 





“OLD RASCAL” NOT RIGHT 


“The Old Racal,” starring Wil- 
liam Hodge, did not steer into New 
York as per schedule this week, but 
folded for repairs. 


NO ONE TELLS, 
S0 RAVES FOR 
UNDERSTUDY 


Pittsburgh, March 11. 


Local drama critics last week | 


| went into a rave over Eleanor Pain- 


ter following the opening of “The 
Fortune Teller’ at the Alvin. Miss 
Painter didn’t appear in the oper- | 
etta throughout the local engage- | 
ment. 

Seized by a bad attack of laryn- | 
gitis on the eve of opening here, | 
Miss Painter went directly to her 
hotel, and was confined there all 
week. Sara Bair, of the cast, step- 
ped in at a moment’s notice. 

Management didn’t tell either the 
audience or the drama defenders, 
fearing a boxoffice sock. Hence, 
newspaper boys went back to their 
offices and into high gear. 

News that a substitute was ap- 
pearing for Miss Painter didn’ get 
out until Friday. Just one of those 
things that can and do happen. 





or flops as 


jrent rating. 


| score .761 on the chart is distinctly 





“PEEPHOLE” BILLS AS 
“BAD BABIES” LEGACY | 





San Francisco, March 11. 

While Sid Goldtree and members 
of his “The Peephole” cast were 
going to trial for the second time 
in the police court on charges of, 
presenting an indecent perform- 
ance, the County Grand Jury re- 
turned unexpected bills of indict- 
ments against Goldtree, Hugh Met- 
calfe, director and Joe Kemper, 
leading man. 

The three are charged with con- 
spiracy to commit an act against 
public decency and injurious to 
public morals. As this charge is a 
felony the cases are automatically 
out of the police court :nd go to 
the superior court. 

This is the same grand jury that 
voiced indignation when “Bad 
Babies” recently was acquitted in 
the police court. At the time the 
jurors threatened to take action 
but failed to do so. “Bad Babies” 
saved them the trouble by folding | 
because of repeated arrests of the 
cast by Police Captain Layne. 

Just before the grand jury in- 
dictments were returned a tempor- 
ary restraining order that had been 
issued by Superior Judge Johnson 
to stop the police from raiding the | 
Green Street Theatre was dissolved | 
by that magistrate who at the same | 
time rejected Goldtree’s petition for | 
a permanent order. 


SHUBERTS’ PINERO PLAY 





} 





composed of | 


| 


“Dr. Harmer’s Holidays,” by Si: 
Arthur Wing Pinero, is in for pro- 
|} duction by the Shuberts. It was 
intended for Philip Merrivale, but 


t 
} 


when the script had not been com- 


| pleted in time, Merrivale went into | 


| 


|“Death Takes a Holiday.” 


The Shuberts may hold produc- | 


| tion of the Pinero play in abeyance 


until next season. j 


| as usual has an empty no opinion 


| sible contingency. 


CRITICS DOING 





ETT 














AVERAGE 3 IN b 


| 
AD | 


Winchell (‘Mirror’) Leads | 


NY REVIEWERS Death Bares Colorful Life 


Of Abe Erlanger, Who Left 





Third Quarter — Brown | 


$12,000,000 





(“Post”) Close Up—Low- | 
est Score .761 Really Very | 
High in Contrast with | 
Critics’ Past Performances | 


122 HITS AND FLOPS 


“Variety's” seventh annual guess- 
ing game for dramatic critics enters | 
the final chukker with the boys | 
closely bunched, Winchell and | 
Brown, first and second respective- 
ly, hook mallets only four points | 
apart. 

Same relative position for Gar- 
land keeps the “Telegram” within 
grabbing distance of the hand em- 
broidered pennant which will be 
awarded June ist, when “Variety” 
will publish its final tabulation for 
this season. 

Total number of plays affecting 
the present score is 122. This num- 
ber represents all shows rated hits 
of Dec. 28 last, when 
the mid-seasonal score was com- 
puted plus the closings since that 
date. Not included are a number 
of shows now on Broadway and} 
probably destined to be x-ed in red | 
but not presently judged for cur- 


Percentage averages are extreme- 
ly high at this point. The lowest 


good. “Variety's” final box score 
has been won on two occasions by 
percentages lower than _ this, It 
looks as if there has been an in- 
crease in critical prophetic vision. 

Evening and morning newspapers 
are too hopelessly scrambled in se- 
quence for even the most gifted 
interpreter to glean support for 
either theory. 

“Variety” achieves .877 on the 122 
shows covered by its various re- 
viewers. Beyond any argument of 
its “if and but” alibi-spinners the 
paper has 14 demerits. “Variety” 





column although some of its re- 
viewers have a separate paragraph 
in their notices to cover any pos- 
“Variety” may 
surprise some of its members by 
distributing a few no opinions on 
these “or else” notices. 
Quicker Folders 


Season appears to be running to 
form although in-betweeners now 
tend to fold up more certainly and 
much sooner than formerly. Forced 
runs via cut-rates are almost im- 
possible nowadays. 

That the New York dramatic 
critics in general exercise a tre- 
mendous influence on aéeshow’s 
chances is thoroughly established 
as a fact. Against a broadside of 
bad notices almost no shows stand 
up more than a couple of weeks. 
Only exception of the present sea- 
son was “Young Sinners,” which 
became a hit despite the critics. 

An interesting mathematical side- 
light on the present score is that 
of 652 notices by the entire group | 
of 12 daily reviewers, there are 547 
“rights” against 105 “wrongs.” In| 
other words, the group average is! 
one out of every six re-| 
As an aggregate denomina- 
tor this is quite high. 





wrong 


views, 


Shuberts and the Guild 
Clash on Premieres 


| storv 


Feeling still exists between the 
Shuberts and the Theatre Guild, | 
|which, when it switched its book- | 
nes to the Erlanger office, riled the 
¢ m. The Guild announced | 


the opening of “A Month in the 
Country” for next Monday. 
announced for “The 
! Shubert show. 
The Shubert press office called up 
the critics asking if they would not 


Same | 
Ma- |} 


agate Was 


triarch,” a 


° ’ ' 
cover “The Matriarch.” In the end} 
the Shuberts switched their open- 
ing date. i 


Adjectives! | 


March 11. | 
having a 


Los Angeles, 


Local press agent, | 


tough time telling the public 
that his house is a legit thea- 
tre and that the stars are | 
working in the flesh, billed | 
Pauline Fredericks as Hier 
Lovely Self.’ 

With Lenore Ulric coming 
into the house the billing has 


been changed to “Her Magnetic 
Self.” } 











MET OPERA GOES; 
IN FOXS—FILMS 
AT CAPITOL 


Washington, March 11. 
Fox is to interrupt its regular 
policy for three days beginning 
April 23, to permit the Metropolitan 


| P 
Opera to come into the house, 


Idea was sold to the Fox by local 
business and society leaders on the 
civic pride angle. It took a couple 
of years to get that idea across. 

Opera date is underwritten. 


32-WEEK BUY FOR | 
“PASTURES” —GYP RING 


“Green Pastures,’ Mare Connolly’s 
colored show smash at the Mans- 
field, New York, has rated heavy 
in demand since opening, with the 
prevailing $4.40 house top kited to 
$10 and $12 a seat in the brokerages. 

Laurence Rivers, producer, pre- 
viously willing to agree to a 16- 
week buy from the brokers before 
the show opened in New York, 
doubled up on the brokers after the 
laudatory notices and the brokers 
had to come in for 32 weeks. 

The 32 weeks broker buy has es- 


|tablished a precedent for shows of 


the current season. Rivers, inde- 
pendent, is not included among the 
producing manager signees of the 
group attempting to regulate ticket 
speculation to a maximum of 75c. 
above box office price. 





Coast Annulment 


San Francisco, March 11. 

Naana Wortova, who gained na- 
tional notoriety as the star of “Easy 
for Zee Zee,” which ran a year here, 
secured an annulment last week of 
her marriage to George Chapman 
Moses, vaudeville pianist, whom she 
married in 1916. Decree was granted 
after the actress had testified that 
her marriage was the climax of a 
party, and that she had donned old 


clothes and smeared her face with 
grease paint to fool the marriage 
license clerk. She was only 16 at 


the time. 

Miss Wortova, whose real name is 
Elaine Worth, -first figured on the 
front pages when her acknowledged 
sweetheart, Gerri Ferri, racketeer 
and gunman, was murdered in his 
loca] apartment, last year. A few 
months later Robert Chapman, Miss 
Wortova’s leading man in “Zee Zee” 
was killed in a drop from the sixth 
window of a hotel apartment 


| self to be 
i}sumably on a 


to Relatives, Only 


” ee 


The will of A. L. Erlanger, who 


died March 7, was published Mon- 


day, leaving his entire estate to his 


family. Document is notable from 


the fact that not a single bequest 
to charity is made. 

Threat of throwing the estate 
into litigation was made even before 
the funeral by Max D. Steuer, 
representing Charlotte Fiscal, 


professionally known as 


one 
time 
Charlotte her- 
pre ~ 
wife 


who declares 


widow, 


Leslie, 

Erlanger’s 
common-law 
basis. The companionship and re- 
lationship between the girl and the 
said to have extended 
18 years, or virtu- 
Erlanger was 
(Adelaide) 
who 


deceased is 
over a period of 
ally ever 
divorced in 1911 by 
Louise Balfe, former actress 
is living abroad. 

Miss Leslie 
identified as the niece of the late 
Judge Leaventritt, who was Er- 
langer’s attorney for 19 years and 
who, when on the bench, signed the 
order which made the deceased's 
brother, Mitchell L, Erlanger, a 
Justice of the Supreme Court of 
New York. Judge Erlanger, the 
principal beneficiary along with two 
sisters, Ray Erlanger and Mrs. 
Caroline Bergman, mother of 
Leonard E. Bergman, will become 
president of the several corpora- 
tions representing the Erlanger 
fortune. 


since 


(Miss Fiscal) is 


Told to Leave 
Somebody in the Erlanger family, 
when it was known the theatre 
magnate was dying, untactfully 


|made the error, it is said, of sug- 


gesting to Miss Leslie that she leave 
the apartment at 175 Riverside drive 
where she had been living with 
Erlanger. Mrs. Erlanger was in 
state of near collapse and became 
so ill she could not attend the 
funeral Sunday. She immediately 
retained Mr. Steuer, one of Er- 
langer’s adversaries of many years, 
who advised her to remain and an- 
nounced that his client had one of 
the clearest claims he ever handled, 
in the matter of dower rights which 
may mean one-half or one-third of 
the estate. To the press former 
Judge Mitchell Erlanger stated: 
“There is no Mrs. Erlanger.” 

Had there been no interference, 
Erlanger’s private life may never 
have been spilled in the dailies. 

Miss Leslie did not leave the 
apartment for weeks prior to Er- 
langer’s death, She was called on 
by him day and night, the sick man 
prefering her ministrations to that 
of nurses, from the reports. Her 
devotion to him is said by those 
close to the showman to have been 
a fine example of womanly affec- 
tion. Several years ago when a 

(Continued on page 58) 





“OLD ENGLAND” NSG 


—_--——— 


Raves in Chi, but Leaving—In New 
York at Easter 


Chicago, March 11. 
‘Dear Old England” is carded to 


open in New York Easter week. 
Original plans for Bostwick’s tup- 


pence comedy, by H. F. Maltby, 
were not to try New York this sea- 
son. Play leaves the Princess this 
week, going to St. Louis. Although 
receiving rave notices, it did not 
click. 


NORSE TALENT SCOUT 


Los Angeles, March 11. 
Ernest Rolf, Scandinavian theatre 
| director, is out here on a talent hunt 
}and a general survey of picture pro- 





|} duction. Rolf expects to remain 
“ 9 more than a month, 
Heads Up” Cut email aes 
Jack Whiting steps out of “Heads | 
. ne 5 | « | sé ° Ld 9 
Up” Saturday. He refused to take | Vanities” Closed 
a cut in salary with the rest of the Albany, March 11, 
| Cast. } “Vanities” finished its road tour 
Whiting departs for the coast the | and closed here Saturday. 
next day, Sunda to begin work in W. C. Fields and Ben Blue were 
“Top Speed” for Warners. jin the cast. 
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(Continued from page 57) 
stroke of paralysis lamed Erlanger’s 
left leg, Miss Leslie is said to have 
remained constantly at his side for 
nearly four months, 

introduced Wife 
Though the will states that Er- 
langer was not married, he is known 


to have introduced Miss Leslie as 
Mrs. Erlanger and “my wife.’ It 
is said that she traveled with him 
to the coast recently in a private 
car, and a year or so ago accom- 
panied him to Europe She was, 
too, generally known as Mrs. Er- 
langer when the showman dined at 
roadhouses, his favorite place be- 
ing Arrowhead Inn. 


Whether at any time the deceased 
made a settlement upon Miss Leslie 


is not known. That she retained 
counsel indicates not. 

The showman died of cancer of 
the lower intestines. There was a 
small lump on his body for some 
time, but he paid no attention to it. 
When the growth spread it devel- 
oped rapidly. Soon after he re- 
turned from the coast he went to 


the French Hospital for tests and 
X-rays and was ordered to bed. 

Erlanger was in a semi-coma dur- 
ing the last nine days of his life 
It was during that time that Judge 
Mitchell Erlanger is said to have 
desired Miss Leslie to leave because 
of people who would visit the house 
later. Following his death the re- 
mains were removed to the home of 
the former judge. Four prominent 
physicians attended Erlanger, Dr. 
Evan Evans, Dr. Robert McConnell, 
Dr. Philip Grausman and Dr. Har- 
low Brooks. 

Worth $12,000,000 

Erlanger’s wealth has been esti- 
mated .at between $30,000,000 and 
$50,000,000, but a more conservative 
estimate places the total value of 
the estate at not more than $12,- 
000,000. Much of the estate is tied 
up in theatre properties and realty, 
with other interests concerned, and 
therefore not fluid. It is not re- 
ported if Erlanger distributed any 
of his property before death. 

The showman at one time caus- 
tically remarked that while he 
might be a very successful manager 
he was not so successful with wom- 
en. His private affairs figured in 
the courts several times. The en- 
mity between Erlanger and Steuer 
dates from the time of Erlanger’s 
divorce. 

Many Women 

Steuer represented Mrs. Erlanger. 
Elsie Snowden was named as co- 
respondent. Later Miss Snowden 
sued Erlanger for breach of con- 
tract and retained Steuer. The 
aftermath was an attempt to have 
Steuer disbarred by Erlanger, be- 
cause the attorney represented both 
the wife and co-respondent. 

The same attorney figured when 
Edna St. Clair sued Erlanger for 
breach of promise. Still another 
feminine case entangled the show- 
man when Alma Francis started 
proceedings. That case was settled 
out of court. 

Erlanger’s marriage to Louise 
Balfe followed the latter’s divorce 
from her manager-husband. The 
story is that when Balfe walked in 
on his wife and Erlanger a scuffle 


ensued during which Balfe was 
shot. The incident occurred in 
Philadelphia during the ’80’s. The 


case was said to have been hushed 
through pressure by Erlanger’s po- 
litical friends. 

No Employees Named 

The will, which is dated October, 
1927, appears. specific in its be- 
quests. None of his employees is 
remembered. Disregarded is Made- 
line Donnelly; his secretary for 14 
years, who is married to Jack Dil- 
lon, general manager for Erlanger 
for the last three years, also a 
friend of long standing. 3esides 
the three principal beneficiaries, 
those named to receive $1,000 each 
are Ruby Werba (Mrs. Louis F. 
Werba), niece: Lillian Werba, Rea 
Bergman Friedman, Della Kempner, 
Lucille Bergman, Jerome Bergman, 
Willard Bergman, Milton Living- 
ston, Leonard Livingston, Leo Er- 
langer Livingston and Leonard E 
Bergman. Residue is to be divided 
equally between Judge Erlanger and 
Erlanger’s two sisters, Mrs. Caro- 
line Bergman and Miss Ray Er- 
langer. 

Conduct of the Erlanger office is 
expected to continue with Judge 
Erlanger in charge. As vice-presi- 
dent of the two corporations vir- 
tually covering the deceased's es- 


tate, he automatically becomes 
presidént. Stockholders include the 
estate of ‘William Harris, Sr., the 


Rich estate, the Frohman estate, 


~ Erlanger’s Colorful Life 
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Shows in Rehearsal 


“Room 349” (Wm. S. 
Erlanger. 

“Three Poor Little 
(Shuberts), Shubert. 

“Virtue’s Bed” (Lohmuller & 
Emery), Palm Garden. 

“Hot and Bothered” 
son Hough), President. 

“Jonica” (Wm. Friedlander), 
Longacre 

“They Had to See 


(Shuberts), Morosco. 


“VIRGIN QUEEN” COLD; 
MATTER OF CONTRACTS 


Rirns), 


Girls” 


(Harri- 


Paris” 














“The Virgin Queen,” tried out on 
tour under title of “Elisabeth and 
\Essex,” will not steer into the 
|Booth, New York, as per schedule, 


next week. 

Controversy between cast and W. 
P. Tanner, 
to 
tion before the show makes a fresh 
It in Cleveland last 
week after four weeks out. 

Lee Shubert saw it on opening 
week and proffered the Booth book- 
ing with proviso that the original 
cast be retained for the metropolitan 
run. The cast at the time, in on 
minimum. contracts with a _ two 
weeks’ notice clause both ways, are 
reported as propositioned by Tanner 
on a verbal run of play arrange- 
ment, but with Tanner unwilling to 
issue new contracts, claiming his 
word was his bond, according to 
the players. 

When the show folded f£aturday 

in Cleveland with the Booth date off 
because of minor changes in the 
cast, the players stormed Equity 
with claims for two weeks’ salary in 
event that production was aban- 
doned. Equity officials could not 
rule on the matter since the for- 
mer minimum contract was in force 
and gave Tanner the privilege of 
discarding the show after the four 
weeks’ road tour without further 
obligation. 
With the controversy cropping up 
on the incoming show, the run of 
the Japanese Players was extended 
at the Booth. 


producer, will probably 


have be ironed out in arbitra- 


start. closed 





“Simon” Rehearsal Claim 


Claims for three-eighths of a 
week’s salary by players in “Simple 
Simon” are on file with Equity con- 
cerning excess rehearsal time. Zieg- 
feld countered by claiming the first 
day the company was called it was 
merely an assemblage. 

Another day he claims out is 
Christmas, there being no rehears- 
als. Actual claim is reduced to one- 
eighth week because the show 
opened Tuesday in New York, ac- 
cording to the Ziegfeld argument. 





Leslie’s Headaches 


Lew Leslie may do _ another 
“Blackbirds.” 
Leslie sailed this week for Ber- 


muda to recover from the headaches 
of the “International Revue,” 


$8,000 FOR INJURY 
Pittsburgh, March 11. 
Mrs. Helen Wetzel, of Pittsburgh, 
injured in a fall at the Nixon the- 
atre some three years ago, and her 





husband, E. G. Wetzel, won a ver- 
dict of $8,000 against the Nixon 
Theatre Co. last week. Mrs. Wetzel 


sustained a dislocation of the right 
hip and other injuries when she fell 
on the balcony stairs an usher 
was showing her to a seat. 
Plaintiffs sued for $50,000. 





as 





Harry Powers of Chicago, Florenz 
Ziegfeld, Charles Dillingham and 
others. No indication of changes 
in the Erlanger executive staff has 
been made. 

That Leonard Bergman, who quit 
the Erlanger office, will return is 


assumed, since his mother is one of 
| the three principal beneficiaries, 

i The will gives the beneficiaries 
wide latitude in handling the es- 
tate. Properties may be sold or re- 
tained indefinitely. Erlanger may 
have instructed his brother as to 
policy, .a matter not touched on in 
the will. 








tended for Harlem. When Hough 
stepped in and took it over for a 
downtown run he demanded com- 
pany to go 100% Equity for protec- 
tion. 

Hough is reported as having 
|}reached decision in this Sieocting | 


| because of mutiny upon part of the 


COLORED DRAMA’S NEW 
OWNER AND IDEAS 


“Hot and Bothered,” melodrama 
with colored cast, rehearsing for six 
weeks as a non-Equity attraction, 
went Equity this week when taken 
over by Harrison Hough for spot- 
ting at a downtown house. 


The show had been originally in- 


causing 
last 


colored cast of “Harlem” 
premature closing of that play 
season while still in the money. 

“Hot and Bothered” will project 
an all-colored cast of 27, including 
Paul Floyd, Jimmy Dunmore, Rich- 
ard Gregg, Lorenzo Tucker, Spencer 
Barnes, A. B. Comathiere, Enid Ra- 
phael, Wilhelmina Williams, Kay 
Mason, Mary Ann Mason, Theodora 
Howard, Louis Fisher, Harriet Mil- 


ler, Helene Del Arde, Mario Pilcha, 
Hazel Vanvlerah, Harrison Black- 
burn, Morrell Williams, Walter 


Earle, Russell Gale, Evelyn Hutch- 
ins, Edith Miller, Vincent Borgi, ; 
Willis Guiford, Esther Frederick, 
Eva Parks and Hal Rodman. 


Eight Shows Out 


Eight shows on Broadway's ex- 
iting list this week, including three 
limited date revivals. Latter are 
“Volpone” (Liberty), “At the Bot- 
tom” (Waldorf), and “The Ser- 
enade” (Jolson’s). 


“Heads Up” ordered to 
the Alvin this Saturday. 


“Meteor,” presented at the Guild 
by the Theatre Guild, will close 
after 12 weeks. Show will have run 
twice its subscription period. Dur- 
ing subscription time takings were 
above $16,000. Thereafter trade held 
up well enough around $14,000 and 
about $10,000 last week. 





at 


close 





METEOR 
Opened Dec. 23. Darnton 
(Eve. World) said: “Talks 


rather than does things and so 
its dramatic pulse beats feebly 
through the greater part of its 
three acts.” Littell (World) 
opined: “Always interesting, 
frequently exciting.” 

Variety (ibee) said: 
run doubtful.” 


“Long 











“Mendel, Inc.,” independently of- 
fered, first at the Harris, later at 
the Ritz and now at the Longacre 
will end a 16-week engagement. 
Opened around $14,000, but tapered 
off. Averaged around $9,000 until 
lately. Last week about $6,500. 
Theatre parties kept it going. 

“Children of Darkness,” presented 
by Magowan & Reed, will close at 
the Biltmore after playing 10 weeks. 
Won good notices and some agency 
trade, but just missed. Built to 
$11,000 and averaged $10,000 until 
last week when it got about $6,500. 








CHILDREN OF DARKNESS 


Opened Jan. 7. Ruhl 
(Herald Tribune) estimated: 
“Altogether a novel entertain- 
ment and decidedly superior.” 
Anderson (Journal), termed 
it: “Amusing and literate.” 
Majority were favorable al- 
though finding it a bit gar- 
rulous. 

Variety (Land) said: “Act- 
ing so distinguished, writin~ 
of such exceptional force and 
charm ought to argue financial 
success.” 











“The Plutocrat,” an independent 
offering at the Vanderbilt, will close 





THE PLUTOCRAT 


Opened Feb. 23. “Obvious 
and banal,” said Lockridge 
(Sun), while Brown (Post), 
enunciated: “The present sea- 
son’s downward limit has now 
been reached.” Took a ter- 
rific drubbing. 


Variety (Land), wrote: “Will 
fail to get under the tape.” 











in its fourth week. Could not make 
the grade, grosses not mounting to 
$5,000. 


AHEAD AND BACK 





Wally Decker, ahead, and Ottu 
Hartman, back, with “Sari,” Chi- 
cago. 

Charles Emerson Cooke, ahead 





—_ 
— 





Erlanger-Shubert 


Wrlanger’s and Shuberts’, might 


Judge Erlanger, 
companies 
estate of 


of the three 


brother, 


as one 


his late 


in its detail. 
The Shuberts are 
properties are free from. A. 


banker-cont 
L. 


two “Syndicates” 
tion is rife as to the selection of 
if the combination were effected, 
in it. 

It is also thought that with the 
joined, there might be a more fav 
or joining it to a picture firm. 





Now Talked Of—With Shuberts Out 


Following the death of A. L. Erlanger last week, comment in the 
Broadway legit business end was whether the two “Syndicates” 





opinion is that the combination is a possibility if the Shuberts wij) 
relinquish their directional management of the Shubert end. 

With Erlanger willing his properties without restrictive clauses, 
probably the succeeding president of the Erlanger 


may c 
sume the burden of theatre management, somewhat foreign to him 


Erlanger, 


vowed the bankers would never r 
his vow in life, but Albee succumbed 
ago. 


With the legit theatre in its present condition, an alliance of the 
is looked upon as economically feasible. 


orable opportunity of disposing of 


Combination 


now -get together. A prevailing 


beneficiaries 
he does not 


principal 
onclude 


under 
care to 


the 


as~<- 


situation 
like E. F. 
their business. 


rolled, a the- Erlanger 
Albee, always 
Erlanger kept 


to the financial district long 


un 


Specula- 
departmental heads for operation 
without a Shubert or Erlanger 


Erlanger and Shubert businesses 








Future Plays | 


“Roar China!” Russian drama by 
S. Tretiakow, by Theatre Guild for | 
production next season. | 

“Afri-Bel Canto Revue,” all col- 
ored, currently in rehearsal. Books 
and lyrics by Jean Storr. Harry 
Burton producing. No opening 
date set. 


“Jerome,” dramatization of Mau- 
rice Bedell’s novel of same title, will 
be produced by A. H. Woods and 
Lawrence Weber. 

“Fall of Berg-op-Zoom,” postpon- 
ed until fall. Basil Sydney and 
Mary Ellis will be featured. Mc- 
Gowan and Reed also intend to pro- 
duce Herman Ungar’s “Red Gener- 
al” and “When Hell Froze,” by Wil- 
bur Daniel Steele and Norma Mit- 
chell, next fall. 

“Torch Song” by Kenyon Nichol- 
son, will be produced next season 
by Arthur Hopkins. Nicholson 
author of “The Barker.” 

“The Idol,” previously tried out 
with William Farnum as star, and 
closed for revision after two weeks, 
may get another try by the Shu- 
berts. Farnum will not be in the 
new cast, which goes into rehearsal 
in two weeks. 

“They Never Grow Up” has gone 
into rehearsal as next for the The- 
atre Assembly and due at the As- 
sembly, New York, formerly Prin- 
cess, March 24. Cast includes Otto 
Kruger, Ann Sutherland, Edward 
Colebrook, Claude Cooper, George 
Le Soir, H. H. McCollum, Barbara 
Bulgakov and others. Walter 
Greenough is staging. 

“The Good Sinner,” by Victor De 
Aragon, for immediate production 
with author as_ producer. Now 
casting and goes into rehearsal two 
weeks hence. 

“They Had to See Paris,” musical, 
starring Chic Sale, went into re- 
hearsal by the Shuberts. Support 
includes Stella Mayhew, Lillian 
Taiz, Jack Goode, Chic Chandler, 
Winifred Harris and others. 

“Room 349,” melodrama based 
upon the Rothstein case, opens next 
week out of town. Inez Norton 
who figured in the Rothstein case, 
and Jack Hartley head cast. 


is 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Jo Graham, 
Bed.”’ ’ 

Roy D'Arcy, “Room 349.” 

Earl Jamison and Howard Me- 
Burney, “She's No Lady,’ Garrick, 
Chicago. 

Ethel Wickham and Bert Miller, 
“Street Scene,” Chicago. 

Lorette . Allen Montague, 
Uncle Dudley,” Chicago. 

Margery Williams, Harold Wilson, 
Jap LaCour, Bruce Miller, Jack 
Doty, Irene Blouvelt, Ambassador 
stock, Chicago. 

Andrew Leigh, 
Play. 

A. J. Herbert, “Virtue’s Bed.” 

Andrew Mack, “Rivals.” 


to. direct “Virtue’s 


“Your 


Freiburg Passion 





CAST CHANGES 


Frank Conroy from the Chicago 
company of “Strange Interlude” to 
Philadelphia, replacing Glen Anders. 
Ernest Glendenning joiried the Chi- 
cago cast. 





Jackson’s RKO Post 


A. G. Jackson, former promotion 
manager for Hearst's feature syn- 
dicate, has gone to the coast to 


write musical comedy scenarios for 
RKO. He accompanied William La 
Baron west. Jackson was identi- 
field with a number of Broadway 





and back, “She's No Lady,” Chicago. 





shows in authorship capacity. 


REPS TAKE TO CANVAS, 
CHARGE FILM SHUT-OUT 


Chicago, March 11 
for 
plan 


Canvas stock and rep shows 


is the of stock managers ir 
town lining up their shows and or- 
The 


to go out under canvas follows the 


ganizing companies. decision 
closing of regular houses to them 
because of talkers, they aver. 
Managers are squawking that the 
rep business is good where they 
are able to play, 
ing 


of the managers 


the difficulty be- 
Many 


ahead 


in obtaining a theatre. 
who closed 
of time last season had the same 
that they 


a town. 


complaint: couldn't get 


into Stock managers de- 


clare that even when a house in 
town is vacant the local picture 
man makes every effort to keep the 
rep show out, even to the extent 
of leasing the house and establish- 
ing a rival company. This happened 
in Peoria last year with the Gifford 


stock company. 
That there is a demand for legit 
productions, partisans say, is evi- 


denced by the swing of the chautau- 
quas in the lastfive years to legit. 
They can no longer attract with 
the old bell-ringers, concert singers, 
lecturers, etc. They have convert- 
ed their routes, canvas and other 
facilities to legit productions. 

Another reason for turning to 
canvas, the managers claim, is the 
burden of the unions, which often 
absorbs the margin of profit. 

Some of the more prominent re- 
cent organizations here are Ray 
Cairns rep troupe, opening at Mo- 
nona, Ia., April 22; Hazel Cass, who 
is preparing three companies; Til- 
ton & Guthrie; N. V. Gray for 
Rockford, Il., and Jack Daly and 
the Le Grand Sisters, with head- 
quarters in Wausau, Wis. 


Downing, Veteran Legit, 
Would Revive Classics 


Robert Downing, a tragedian 
whose heyday dates back nearly two 
decades, is returning to the stage. 
When he quit acting he turned to 
the pulpit, becoming a _ Baptist 
preacher in the south. " 

It is claimed that the Knights of 
Pythias, an order founded on the 
“Damon and (Pythias” tradition, 
suggested that Downing come back 
in that show and other dramatic 
works. Henri Gressitt, who is han- 
dling Downing, estimates that 2 
country-wide tour could be carried 
on for two years. 

Downing is remembered as a star 
on the popular-priced circuits. H¢« 
played Broadway at the Broadway. 
His repertory in addition to “Damon 
and Pythias” will be “The Gladia- 
tor,” “Virginius,” “Ingomar,” 
“Othello” and “Julius Caesar.” 


Jakobs Will Pay 


Early trial of Dorothy Jakobs’ 
separation suit against Ned Jakob: 
former legit producer, was prac- 
tically assured when the New Yor 
Supreme Court accepted the pro- 
ducer’s plea and obviated a ja 
penalty for contempt upon the lat- 
ter’s promise to pay up arrears 
temporary alimony. 

Miss Jakobs alleges she is Jakob- 
common law wife and lived wit 
him in that relation four years prio! 
to his marriage last fall to Mariett« 
O'Brien, actress. 
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The Ingenious O. O. 

In the April “Cosmopolitan,” O. 
©. MelIntyre easily and loafingly 
fills a page as his usual monthly 
contribution by claiming it isn’t 
work to be a columnist of his rank. 
“Rank” is something else again 
when referring to O. O.’s standing 
among paragraphers. 

The Ingenious Odd wrote the 
story as he does his columns, lazy- 
like and he admits it. Says he can 
write a column anywhere, anytime, 
if his portable is around. Odd cer- 
tainly does write like that. In the 
“Cosmo,” he tells of when he 
started as a columnist. after a heart 
and pocket breaking stretch, until 
a Bridgeport daily told him it 
would print the McIntyre stuff if 
no charge were made for a month 
or so. 


From that start, The McIntyre 
has now a writing audience of 20,- 


000,000 the story states. It seems 
a low estimate, even if Odd does 
make it himself. One can’t travel 


without reading the McIntyre stuff 
in any paper it seems, Nearly 
everybody likes his stuff, from the 
sticks where Odd is claimed to be 
the most popular, to the big cities 
where it is run just as regularly. 
One column-wise reading woman 
says there’s no one in paragraph- 
ing who can approach Mcintyre, 
and she’s from New York. Since 
in New York it is necessary to buy 
the “American” to get the McIn- 
tyre stuff, that speaks pretty well 
for him as a big town feature, 

Many ask how many papers use 
the McIntyre “Once Over.” Some 
place the humber at 1,500; others 
1,000, ete. Probably Odd doesn’t 
know himself. But 20,000,000 cir- 
culation takes in quite a few, and 
no other syndicated matter goes 
into as many sheets. 

It’s rather odd without a pun that 
Odd knows his readers so well and 
never has become a publisher. But 
read his page in the April “Cosmo- 
politan”; it’s so like McIntyre—you 
grow lazy with him. 

One of his columns is among the 
never-forgettables. It told of what 
he saw looking out of his hotel 
window in New York. That was a 
bear. It might be imagined that he 
wired his valet to “take that sheet 
out of the third drawer on the 
right of my desk and mail it.” It 
could have been written five years 
before and not a word required a 
change. That’s Odd. He’s prob- 
ably 90 days ahead often. 


The Newer Idea! 


It should be something in the way 
of a relieved restraint for news- 
paper and publicity men to read the 
following, issued by a great the- 
atre chain (Publix) in its own house 
organ, “Publix Opinion.” 

This comes along with the newer 
idea in theatre operation; the co- 
operative plan, minus the black- 
jacking scheme of theatres vainly 
attempting to whip newspapers into 
line through the advertising threat. 
That threat still sounds so foolish 
as still practiced by the Shuberts 
in their old fashioned ways of legit 
theatre operation. 

The notice below, printed in that 
crack house organ so ably edited 
by Ben Serkovich, tells in effect that 
if there is a local difference be- 
‘tween the theatre and a daily, the 
home office will take care of it. 

That is putting the show busi- 
ness on another showmanlike basis 
and that a big chain has done it 
says just so much more for the 
rest of it. 

This story in the Publix official 
organ, which becomes thereby an 
order throughout the chain, was 
headed: 

New Order on Newspaper Policy 

It reads: 

A new general order on policy 
has been issued concerning 
newspapers, as the result of an 
impetuous action on the part of 
a non-Publix showman a few 
weeks ago. The showman sev- 
ered amicable relations and 
pulled his advertising out of a 
newspaper that had failed to 
meet his ideas of co-operation. 
The newspaper was correct, and 
the showman was wrong... 

Although the fault was not in 
any way related to Publix, A. 
M. Botsford and David J. Chat- 
kin immediately recognized the 
value to Publix of anticipating 
its possible destructive repeti- 
tion. 

In the future, by order of 
Messrs. Chatkin and Bots- 
ford, any difficulty of any 
nature whatever that threat- 
ens to end or sever amicable 
relations with newspapers, 
radio stations, or public of - 


ficials, is to be immediately 

reported by telegraph to 

A. M. Botsford before any 

conclusive or definite action 

is taken. 

Whatever local 
quired will then be ordered by 
Mr. Botsford after due consid- 
eration by Home Office officials, 
who will give the local theatre 
management the benefit of their 
advice and counsel, 


action is re- 


Carnera’s Graphic Art 
Primo Carnera, the giant Italian 
fighter, has joined King Features as 
a cartoonist... Officials of the syn- 
dicate say he is an excellent artist, 
with an unusual sense of humor. For 
his cartoons he uses himself as a 
comic character. Despite his enor- 
mous size and ring aspirations the 
giant takes his art seriously. He 
brought an art teacher over from 
Europe with him. 

Because of an eye injury during 


a fight in Philadelphia with Ace 
Clark, a colored heavy, Carnera 
cancelled several fights. He said 


he had been hit harder in the eye, 


|W. 





but it never hurt as much. During 


ordering a retrial. Its decision was 


given considerable space in the 
dailies. 
Among those prominently insis- 


tent that Mrs. Dennett’s educational 
discourse for the young and old was 
beyond the law, Canon Chase, the 
Brooklyn reformer, who will re- 
form anything he can hear about, 
was almost first. Other reforming 
nuisances had also mixed in before, 


during and after the trial. 


Mrs. Dennett, middle-age woman, 
and a mother herself, wrote the 
pamphlet 10 years ago, primarily 


for her own children. Latterly, upon 
commenced to distri- 
The pamphlet deals mostly 
relations and the 


request, she 
bute it. 


with marriage 


it highly as a work of educational 
value. 

Canon Chase may stick around 
Washington more closely in the 
future. He seems to do better there 
as a reformer with what that may 
mean to him, than on the home 
grounds, 





Koenigsberg’s Berth 
M. Koenigsberg, creator and for- 
mer head of King Features, arm of 
R. Hearst’s newspaper proper- 
ties, is now general manager of the 
Denver “Post.” The staff remains 
unchanged, the berth being a new 
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. “Is Sex Necessary?”, 


Another studio recruit, 
Satyr’s best six with 


Chatterly’s Lover.” 





Hollywood’s Reading 





(Consensus of demand by Esme Warde, Hollywood Book Store, 
Satyr Book Shop, Pat Hunt’s Book Shop, in February.) 
Fiction 
“A Hungry Young Lady,” by Marian Spitzer. 
“Roman Holiday,” by Don Ryan. 
“Some Like It Hot,” by Dorothy Herzog. 
“The Woman of. Andros,” by Thornton Wilder 
“Coronet,” by Manuel Komroff. 
“Tron Man,” by W. R. Burnett. 


Non-Fiction 
1 by Thurber- Whit 
. 2. “Good-by To All That,” by Robert Graves. 
3. “Josephine, the Great Lover,” by N. P. 


Helen Grace Carlisle, 
“Mother’s Cry,” 
reviewer, Lillian C. Ford, got on Pat Hunt’s list with “Card 13,” 
collaboration with Mark Lee Luther. 

Film appeal gets “Censored” by Morris Ernst and Pare Lorentz 
into the non-fiction fast ‘movers at the Hollywood Book Store, 
appropriately sandwiched between “Is Sex Necessary?” and “Por- 
nography and Obscenity”—this brochure from the author of “Lady 





Nezelof, 


was among the 
and a Los Angeles book 








the rest ‘period after being hit on 
the lamp, Primo tried to clear his 
nose, which was stopped up. The 
air pressure back of the eye was 
so great that it budged alarmingly. 
A doctor jumped into the ring and 
ordered the fight stopped. Carnera’s 
manager pleaded that that would 
mean a technical knockout against 
Primo’s otherwise 100% record. The 
doctor consented to permit Primo 
to fight one more round “but posi- 
tively not two.” The big fellow 
could hardly see. He groped to the 
center of the ring and mauled Clark, 
finally sending in the body punch 
that stopped the colored fighter. 
Back in the dressing room Primo’s 
manager pushed the eye back into 
place and he appears to be alright 
except for the soreness, 


Reprints 

Chain cigar and drug store un- 
derselling of books has brought out 
a lot of reprints at so-called popular 
prices. Doubleday, Doran, which is 
re-issuing its books in the Dollar 
Star Series, has found the demand 
so great it is taking over former 
best sellers of other publishing 
houses to issue at the dollar price. 

But even the Dollar Star Series is 
being undersold by J. J. White’s 
new publishing company, the White 
House Publishers. White, who gets 
out those automobile blue books, is 
getting out reprints to sell for 50 
cents, and has lined up Appleton, 
Bobbs-Merrill, Scribner, Macmillan 
and a number of other publishing 
houses for material. White has also 
effected a deal with King Features 
and NEA, by which he will publish 
their syndicated serial stories in 
book form, also at the 50-cent price. 

A. L. Burt, who originated the 
reprint idea, is faced with a short- 
age of material because of the other 
reprinters in the field. The Burt 
reprints sell for around 75 cents. 


Bad Slam at Reformers 

Reformers who would curb 
writers and speakers were given a 
bad slam by the U. S. Court of Ap- 
peals in New York when it reversed 
the conviction of Mrs. May Dare 
Dennett, Brooklyn, N. Y., authoress, 
tried and convicted a year ago be- 
fore Federal Justice Burrows for 
having issued what was alleged to 
have been an “obscene” pamphlet 
entitled: “The Sex Side of Life.” 

The higher court entirely dis- 





missed the proceedings threugh not 


one, created by Fred G. Bonfils, 
multi-millionaire publisher of the 
“Post.” It is understood Koenigs- 
berg will gradually take over other 
Bonfils’ activities. The publisher has 
sought to have Koenigsberg on his 
staff for the past 20 years and it 
was an open offer. After leaving 
Hearst, Koenigsberg started a fea- 
ture syndicate of his own and for 
a time was concerned in the publi- 
cation of two Havana papers. Plans 
call for the formation of a syndi- 
cate which will distribute from the 
Rocky Mountain point. 


White House Boys’ Annual 

White House correspondents’ 
eighth annual dinner was a success 
at the Willard, Washington. Pass- 
ing of William Howard Taft kept 
President Hoover from attending. 

Committee of scribes turned to 
NBC for their entertainment and 
the broadcasting company sent their 
best: Amos and Andy, Revelers, Dr. 
Rockwell, Happiness Boys, Graham 
MacNamee and Roxy. 

A special Movietone short was 
made by Arthur DeTitta, Fox, 
showing the White House writers 
at work. <A contrast in how the 
U. S. Daily would handle a story 
on a child presenting the President 
with a snakeskin hat band and 
then how INS would put it out for 
the Hearst sheets was a classic. 


Names 

Some real names of authors: 

Warwick Deeping is George War- 
wick, Carolyn Wells is Mrs. Hadwin 
Houghton, Ralph Henry Barbour Is 
Richard Stillman Powell, May Edg- 
inton is Helen Marion, Faith Bald- 
win is Mrs. Faith Cuthrell, Clemence 
Dane is Winifred Ashton, D. H. 
Lawrence is Lawrence H. Davidson, 
Margot Neville is the Goyder Sis- 
ters, John Rhode is Cecil John 
Charles Street, Evelyn Underhill is 
is Mrs. Stuart Moore, Arnold Fred- 
ericks is Frederick Arnold Kummer 
(who often writes under his own 
name), Elija Hay is Mrs. Marjorie 





Allen Seiffert, John Esteven is 
Samuel Shellabarger. 
Barry’s Kelly 
The James Joseph Kelly, news- 


paperman, who is the chief figure of 
many of the “true stories” which 
Tom F. Barry authors for the “Daily 


that is his real name. 





Joe Kelly, as he is better known, 





|Court of Appeals seemed to esteem | 


at the National Press Club in Wash- 
ington knows Robert, a _ colored 
| waiter that has been with the club 
since its beginning 

On Saturday night last when 
Amos and Andy were here for the 
|} correspondents’ banquet, they were | 
|taken to the club for some food } 
afterward. Robert got the assign 
ment and then wished he hadn't for 
the comedians tried to get him to 
become one of the brothers of the 
Mystic Knights of the Sea, 





News,” is an actual personage andjis now a full fledged novelist. 


has worked for the City News As- 
sociation and various dailies in the 
metropolis. Temporkrily out of a 
job, Kelly broached the idea of a 
series of stories to Barry to use 
for the latter’s paper. It’s under- 
stood Barry splits the proceeds 
from the tales with Kelly. 
Amos 'n’ Andy Recruiting 
Every scribe that 


has ever been 








Riggs, From Okla. 
Claremore, Oklahoma, which gave 
the world Will Rogers, is credited 
with Lynn Riggs, former news- 
paperman on the local sheet there, 


who won the Guggenheim Drama 
Fellowship. At 29 he has three 
plays, book of poems to his credit 


and two plays coming up. 
Riggs is now scenario 


Pathe in Culver City, His new play, 


“Green Grow the Lilacs,” is due for 
spring showing by the Theatre 
Guild and his “Roadside” will be 


produced in the fall by Arthur Hop- 
kins, with Walter Huston in the 
lead. 

Amusement Lineage 

Despite the arrival of a couple of 
hit shows and new picture open- 
ings, the slide in amusement adver- 
tising for the dailies is still pro- 
gressing. Net average loss for Jan- 
uary was 25%. 

Inside figures give 
“Times” a drop of about 22%. Aft- 
ernoon papers show a greater de- 
cline. “Mirror,” morning tab, is re- 
ported having the smallest loss, 
7%. 

Paper executives place the drop 
to the door of the general decline. 


the N. Y 


No Translators 

Fact that Vice Crusader Sumner 
has no foreign language readers on 
his staff enables the bookshops to 
sell risque works in foreign tongue 
quite openly. Some of the shops 
specializing in foreign literature 
display the naughtly French and 
German tomes to best advantage, 
with the sales brisk to those who 
can read them. 

Not only the books, but the for- 
eign language mags, also. The lat- 
ter, when illustrated, are even 
bought by the non-readers, as for 
instance, a German mag which is 
devoted to the nudity fad popular 
in Germany. 


Wild West Story 

Century <cublishing Co. will 
shortly publish “Six Horses,” a 
story about stage coaches in the old 
west, by Captain Banning and his 
nephew, George *“ugh Banning. 
Captain Banning was a stage driver 
many years ago. His nephew is a 
former San Francisco newspaper- 
man, 





A Pensylvania Idea 

Pennsylvania newspapers, organ- 
ized into the Pennsylvania News- 
paper Publishers’ Association, have 
adopted a new stunt.to discourage 
press agents. Idea is for each 
newspaper at the end of the month 
to return to each press agent 
his entire contribution for the 
period, with a note calling attention 
to the advertising rates. 

Press agents for amusements are 
excluded, 


About Nathan 

George Jean Nathan is being men- 
tioned in literary circles as the next 
editor of “Vanity Fair.” Nathan 
and Mencken really disagreed it is 
said, and that George is anything 
but ready to recline in sunny Italy, 
indefinitely, at least. H. M. is the part 
of the “American Mercury” team 
who over-vacationed, the Nathan 
friends insist. 





After Ads 
N. Y. “Herald Tribune” is 
running a daily book column be- 
sides the Sunday book section. 


Isabel Patterson and Lewis Gannett 
are splitting the assignments. “Sun” 
also has increased literary output. 
Will run two pages Friday, one 
Saturday and a column the other 
days. Sudden bookish outburst by 
dailies is due to advertising offices 





Gene Fowler Goes Lit. 
Gene Fowler, former managing 





editor of the New York “American,” 
His 
“Trumpet 


firet novel, just 


(Continued on page 63) 


out, is 


writing for | 





RITZY — 


The career of Mary Hay has been 
hanging in the balance for some 
years past, Starting as a dancer 
she got into pictures. She married 
and divorced Richard Barthelmess, 
ifather of her daughter, Mary, and 
then married Vivian Bath, who has 








recently worked on “The Mirror” 
land “The News.” A year ago she 
| danced at the Palace with her for- 
j}mer partner, Clifton Webb, and 
jlater returned to the same theatre 
in a dramatic sketch with Bert 
Lytell. 

east of 


Lately Miss Hay left the 
“You Don't sa 

Barthelmess later married Jessica 
Haynes, who divorced Harry Brooks 
Sargeant, father of her son, Stewart 
Sargeant. Harry Brooks Sargeant 
was previously divorced by Estelle 
Thomas, by whom he also had off- 
spring. His first wife later mar- 
ried Clarence Payne, 


Say So. 


Counts on Coast 
As was noted here Jean de Limur, 








directing pictures in Hollywood, is 
a French count. Which brings in 
a curious coincidence, for Count 
Andre de Limur married a Cali- 


fornia heiress, daughter of William 
H. Crocker, president of the Crocker 
National Bank, of San Francisco, 
and sister of William W. Crocker, 
vice-president of the First National 
| Bank, of San Francisco. This niece 
of Princess Poniatowski, of Paris, 
is a cousin of Harry Crocker, who 
was for some years attached to the 
Charles Chaplin studio. Later he 
acted with Marion Davies, and last 
fall became the Hearst social con- 
tact man connected with the studio, 





Miss Mitchell Doing Well 

Geneva Mitchell is doing well in 
pictures, proceeding from the heavy 
in Harry Langdon’s latest to Para- 
mount’s “Safety in Numbers.” 
Daughter of Verna Mitchell, of “The 
Follies” of °17-'18 (Verna then re- 
marrying and retiring). Geneva was 
in “The Girl in the Spotlight,” ‘“‘The 
Midnight Frolic,” “Follies of 1921,” 
replacing Mary Hay in “Sally” and 
replacing Louise Brooks in “Yours 
Truly.” In 1923 she married Robert 
S. Savage, heir to the Savage steel 
millions. His family took him from 
Yale and sent him to Alaska, The 
marriage was annulled. 


Mme. Petrova’s Visit 

Olga Petrova recently returned to 
New York for a short visit. She 
now resides in Paris. In England 
she was known as Muriel Harding, 
and in 1906 toured the Provinces. 
Coming to America in vaudeville, 
singing and.imitating. In 1911 had 
a bit in “The Quaker Girl,” in sup- 
port of Ina Claire. 

Later became a stage and film 
star. She married Dr. John D, 
Stewart. Mme. Petrova also has 
gained some fame as an author. 


The Hammersteins 

The Hammerstein women pop in 
and out of show business, includ- 
ing pictures! Elaine Hammerstein 
was starred for several years. Doro- 
thy Dalton, after divorcing Lew 
Cody, with whom she had toured in 
vaudeville, starred in pictures until 
marrying Arthur Hammerstein and 
retiring. 

Now Dorothy Blanchard has 
played a bit in the filming of 
“Viennese Nights.” She was Doro- 
thy Blanchard, an Australian ac- 
tress, and divorced Henry Jacobson 
before marrying Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2d, grandson of the original 
Oscar, and nephew of Arthur. She 
retains the custody of a Jacobson 
daughter, a son remaining with the 
father. 


A Wealthy Lady 

Lady Louis Mountbatten, whose 
husband is a cousin of the Prince 
of Wales, after a short visit in New 
York with Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius 
Vanderbilt, proceeds to Hollywood, 
to stop with Mr. and Mrs. Douglas 
Fairbanks (Mary Pickford). 

One of the greatest heiresses in 
England, her wealth was inherited 
from her grandfather, Sir Ernest 
Cassell, financier. Before the war 
the name Mountbatten was Batten- 
burg. 





Anderson’s Protege 

In a recent “Variety,” under the 
caption “Persecuted act transferred 
after continual bedlam in Keith 
Unit,” was told how Charles Derick- 
son and Burton Brown had been re- 
moved from the Orpheum (western) 
bill, Derickson was formerly a pro- 
tege of John Murray Anderson, and 
was conspicuous in the early 
editions of Anderson’s “Greenwich 
Village Follies.” A more recent 
| protege of Anderson’s is Frederick 
| Carpenter, dancer, who was in “The 


} ‘ 
' Almanac.” 
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. i! Paris Given Little Good in New 





Play Batch—Good News Bad News 





. 4 


Paris, March 11. 
Late winter or early spring crop 
productions is fairly prolific in 
quantity, but not particularly 
startling in quality at best and 
rather terrible at worst. 

Reporting on five new pieces, four 
are merely agreeable and the fifth 
is a sentimental piece of some 
promise, but no masterpiece. 

In addition there is to be recorded 
the flop of “Good News” in its Paris 
edition, sponsored by Jane Aubert. 
Even the whirlwind of publicity 
surrounding her marital troubles 
with Col. Nelson Morris, the Chi- 
cago packer, couldn't stir public in- 
terest in star or operetta. “Good 
News” folds up at the Palace next 
month and a new Raquel Meller 
revue takes its place, latter under 
the Dufrenne-Varna direction and 
with Saint Granier co-featured, and 
also authoring the piece. 

“Gaston” 

Following the Carol M. Saxe 
Players at the Caumartin, the 
French management staged “Gas- 
ton,” musical comedy by Raoul 
Praxy and Posilier; lyrics by Hen- 
neve, and score by Gabaroche, 
musician of Montmartre and 
comedian in past revues. Piece is 
well enough done with three acts 
in the same set and moderate in 
seale of outlay. Just a pleasing, 
unpretentious affair without origi- 
nality. 

Owner of an expensive country 

(Continued on page 63) 
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LEO KRONAU’S DEATH 
MOURNED IN GERMANY 


Berlin, March 1. 

Leo Kronau, president of the Ger- 
man Vaudeville Managers Associa- 
tion, died suddenly last week. At 
his funeral almost all the members 
of the organization were present. 

Milos, the treasurer, spoke words 
of sympathy over his ashes. He 
was not only an excellent business- 
man, but a loyal friend. 

Among the numerous enterprises 
with which he was connected were 
Luna Park and Haus Vaterland. He 
had been in America, and learned 
the amusement trade there. On his 
return he took charge of Luna Park 
and jacked up this enterprise, which 
was on the down. 

Haus Vaterland was his idea and 
it is generally admitted to be one of 
the most successful amusement at- 
tractions of latter years. .It is an 





enormous restaurant containing 
within its doors eight smaller 
restaurants, each equipped with 


scenic backgrounds which give one 
the impression of being in another 
country. 








Sayag Changed Mind 
After Canceling Girls 


March lil. 


After leaving London to play one 
week in Monte Carlo at the Hotel 
de Paris, Edmund Sayag ordered 
Mangan’s Plaza Tiller Girls from 
the program, although he had not 
even seen them. Girls waited for two 
hours fer a decision and were finally 
permitted to finish the week. 

Sayag’s action, it is believed, was 
caused by Mangan’s 24 Tillerettes 
appearing at Cannes, the nearby 
rival resort. Sayag originally want- 
ed this troupe but when told it had 
been previously booked accepted the 
unit of 13 girls. When he discov- 


Paris, 


}ered the proximity of the two acts 


the rumpus started. 


PROPAGANDA 
FOR FARMERS 
BY PLAYS 


Moscow, March 11. 

Russian actors are being officially 
designated to do their bit in an am- 
bitious national campaign to raise 
the level of agriculture among the 
peasantry. Theatre brigades are be- 
ing organized here,in Leningrad and 
other metropolises. 

These troupes will delve into the 
hinterland playing shows aimed at 
the populace. They will propagan- 
dize the Soviet Union's desire to 
merge millions of private farms into 
the collective advantages of com- 
munal farming. 

This favors the actors who are 
out of. work, they profess to like 
the mission. Others don’t care for 
it but must obey anyway. 


GALLI CURCI, ANGRY, 
CANCELS ENGAGEMENTS 


Paris, March 11. 


Galli Curci, who has been flopping 
all over Europe, aired her many 
peeves against Continental audi- 
ences when she cancelled her Pairs 
concert dates and other European 
capitals, announcing she was re- 
turning to the States by the “Aqui- 
tania,” March 12. She will be ac- 
companied by her accompanist, 





FOR MOSCOW ART 


Hmara Looks to Belgrade 
Yugo-Slavs for Support 
Belgrade, March 1. 
Believing that the traditions of 
the Moscow Art Theatre must be 
carried down through posterity, 
Dimitry Hmara, famous producer of 
the M, A. T., believes it can be done 
only through the medium of a 
Slavic nation. Hence his favoring 
of Belgrade and the Yugo-Slavs as 
the nearest approach to Moscow 
and the Russian temperament. 
When the Moscow Art headquar- 
ters here permanently, Hmara and 
his wife, Asta Nielsen, former pic- 
ture actress, will become Yugo- 
Slavakian citizens. 


and 





Hartung Bankrupt 


Berlin, March 2. 

Gustav Hartung has now gone 
completely bankrupt. It has left 
the Renaissance theatre to its fate. 
The theatre is closed and its owner 
is looking for a new lessee. Au- 
fricht, successful manager of the 
Theatre am Schiffbauerdamm, may 
take over the house in the fall. 

The ultimate motivation of Har- 
tung’s exit was the subscription or- 
ganization of the Reibaro (Rein- 
hardt, Barnowsky, Robert). He was 
taking subscribers from this or- 
ganization and they had offered to 
send him 400 nightly. But as his 
theatre seated only 600 he decided 
that he could use only 200. Later 
he realized that this was not enough 
but the Reibaro was not in a posi- 





* tion to send him more, 


Homer Samuels, also her husband. 

The diva complains she is the vic- 
tim of European hostile propaganda, 
although she has been taking $2,200 
a night out of Continental towns, 
which have the smallest of amuse- 
ment budgets, and besides she is an 
extremely wealthy American. Her 
explanation is that her earnings on 
this trip have been at about half 
her usual price for seats. 

Galli Curci’s tour this time has 
been a succession of failures and 
semi-failures, with the music critics 
commenting adversely upon her 
voice. 


Vienna, March 11. 


Repeated reports of Galli. Curci 
being in bad voice culminated here 
last week when a highly critical 
audience rioted as she canceled a 
concert on a half hour's notice. Per- 
formance was to have been at the 
ancient Renaissance Koncerthaus. 

Preceding reports from Budapest 
concerning the singer's voice re- 
sulted in tickets for the local con- 
cert being cut-rated. Her excuse 
for the cancellation was that she 
was suffering from a cold. Singer 
stated that she intends suing an 
American railroad for poor accomo- 
dations which she claims has caused 
the Continent’s poor reaction to her 
present tour. 


REASONS FOR SCRUTINY 
Paris, March 11, 

Representatives of Broadway pro- 
ducers are now reviewing new plays 
here. 

Thought is not only for New 
York production, but also to their 
likelihood as French version talk- 
ers or as straight film possibilities. 





FRENCH IDENTIFICATION 


Cards 





Necessary for Foreigners— 
Free Service Offered 





Paris, March 2. 


that foreigners remaining in Paris 
or any other French metropolis for 
more than two months must have 
a carte didentite issued them. This 


is for the purpose of the most effi- | 


cient prefecture of police’s easy 
check-up on non-French residents. 
There is a 100-franc ($4) charge 


It is a police regulation in France | 





for this identity card, and consider- 
able red-tape -attached thereto. 
“Variety's” Continental Bureau in 

Paris, at 15 Bovlevard des Italiens, | 
will undertake to secure these cartes 
@identite for all professionals 


whose engagements confine them 
here for that length of time. 
This service will be gratis and 


these facilities are available to any 
reader of “Variety.” 


ALIEN DEPORTATION 
BILL FOR HEARING 


Washington, March 11. 
Backed by the immigration bu- 
reau in conjunction with its move 
to deport aliens in this country illeg- 
ally, the bill requiring all non-citi- 


zens to register and keep their 
whereabouts constantly known to 
the government will come up for a 


hearing tomorrow (Wednesday) be- 
fore the Senate immigration com- 
mittee. 

Bill requires that when an alien 
registers he must produce a cer- 
tificate showing he or she is here 
within the law. 
Deportations under the 
movement are constantly growing 
in numbers. Those deported will 
not be permitted to re-enter. 


RADIO PROGRAM 
TAKEN FROM AIR 


present 





Paris, March 11. 

English radio advertisers are fly- 
ing their program personnel here on 
Sundays to send back ether rou- 
tines primarily aimed at British 
ears because of the John Bull prod- 
ucts involved. Reason is England’s 
Sabbath rule against jazz music. 
There are no local restrictions. 

Sir Oswald Stoll has already done 
this. He flew the cast of a sketch 
here and then 'planed them back 
across the Channel in time to make 
a matinee at the Coliseum. 


Play from Film 


Paris, March 2 
“Hotel Imperial,” Pola Negri’s 
picture, renamed “Hotel Stadt Lem- 
berg,” has been made into an op- 
eretta with music by Jean Gilbert. 
Schuberts have the American 
rights for Walter Woolf as star. 





ARGENTINITA’S COMMISH 


To Have Been Split Three Ways, 
Morris Agency Sues in N. Y. 








William Morris Agency has filed a 
suit of attachment to collect $3,600 
commission alleged due from Ar- 
gentinita. The suit is based on a 
contract calling for the Spanish 
dancer to pay the agency 10% com- 
mission for effecting her contract 
with Lew Leslie, producer of “The 
International Revue,” in which Ar- 
gentinita appeared for but one week. 
Argentinita’s baptismal name is En- 
carnacion Lopez. 

According to the agency’s affidavit 
the dancer signed a contract with 
Leslie wherein she was guaranteed 
a weekly salary of $3,600 for 10 
weeks, with a $10,000 advance as an. 
indemnity safeguard on her Ameri- 
can agreement. 

The Argentinita deal was put over 
by Henry Latigue, Paris representa- 
tive of the Morris Agency, in co- 
operation with Fantasio, of Barce- 
lona, the commission to be split 
three ways. 


Mournier Marries 


Paris, March ¢ 
Jean Mounier, manager of the 
Cinema Madeleine, Metro's show 
case, was married in the Church of 
Saint Thomas d’Aquin to Mademot!- 
selle Costelloni, Feb. 24. 
Bride is the daughter of a Paris 





Budapest Sees Stage Hits After 
Season of Pronounced Failures 


By E. P. Jacobi 





‘Hyena Attacks Trainer; 


Wife Continues Working 


March 11. 
at the Scala 
Alenzimra was 





Antwerp, 
thrill 
when 


Unexpected 
(music hall) 
attacked by one of the 10 hyenas in 
his act. 

Trainer was saved by one of his 
two dogs leaping at the hyena which 
permitted Alenzimra backing from 
the cage before collapsing. He was 
severely mauled by the beast. 

With Alenzimra taken to a local 


hospital, his wife stepped in and 
continued the act. 


FRENCH PHI-PHI 
CALLED DIRTY 
IN MONTREAL 


Montreal, March 11. 

Drive of City Council against dirt 
shows resulted in entire French 
troupe playing “Phi-Phi” at St. 
Denis theatre, being taken in vans 
to the police station on a charge of 
performing an obscene play. Held 
in $50 bail each, no one could find 
sufficient cash and bail was reduced 
to $15. 

The troupe was allowed to leave 
the city and is now returning to 
Paris. 

Manager Jos. Cardinal of St. Denis 
will face the music and Impresario 
J. Gauvin, who brought troupe to 
Montreal. 

Troupe leaders claim play was 
average French comedy and that 
prosecution will halt all Frénch ar- 
tists from visiting Montreal in fu- 
ture. 


GERRARD LEAVES SHOW 


Role in “Musketeers” Not Big 
Enough for English Comedian 





London, March 11, 

Gene Gerrard is out of “The Three 
Musketeers” due at the Drury 
Lane. He resigned because-of the 
smallness of the role assigned him. 

P. G. Wodehouse and Gerrard re- 
centiy worked together to build up 
the actor’s comedy role in the mu- 
sical. When Dennis King arrived, 
he urged the piece be put on as it 
was done originally in New York. 
That broke up the earlier arrange- 
ment. 

Gerrard is under contract to Sir 
Alfred Butt for two more musicals. 
He will later appear in another pro- 
duction of Butt’s. 


Guitry’s New Plays 


Paris, March 3. 

Sacha Guitry is adapting “Bache- 
lor Father” for his Madeleine, prob- 
ably following “The Third Cham- 
ber.” Guitry says he’ll do an in- 
timate revue with his wife, Yvonne 
Printemps, in between. 

“It’s a Wise Child” is almost set 
with Louis Verneuil for the The- 
atre Edouard VII. 

Both American comedies may see 
simultaneous production here. 





Joe, of Ritz Bar, Dead 


Paris, March 2. 

Joseph Scherer, familiarly known 
as Joe, chief assistant to the famous 
Frank the Barman at the Ritz bar, 
died suddenly after a week’s illness. 
Widow survives, 

Joe had been at the Ritz, one of 
the most popular Parisian “cocktail 
hour” rendezvous, since the bar 
opened. 


Deauville Cabaret Reopens 
London, March iL 
Deauville cabaret reopened last 
week after temporarily closing. 
Barrie Oliver and Leon Abbey's 
orchestra are the new features. 





banker. 


Business remaing off. 
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Budapest, March 1, 

After half a season of catastrophal 
failures and two or three moderate 
successes, there has come a success 
wave at the llth hour. [Ip spite of 
bad finances, talkers, sporting week- 
ends and all the other alibis man- 
agers find, there is still a public 
for good plays. “Alice Takats,” a 
serious problem play, draws capa- 
city and is hotly discussed every- 


where. ‘“Asra,” Oriental legend, at 
the Kamara, reported before, does 
likewise. 


This week again brought at least 
two, if not three, really great hits. 

“Victoria,” romantic and dramat- 
ic operetta at the Kiraly-Szinhaz, 
book by Foldes, lyrics by Harmath, 
music by Abraham, is the first mu- 
sical hit of the season, expected to 
play the season through. Plot is 
based on the current prisoner-of- 
war vogue, but has a sound dra- 
matic core. 

“Volpone,” the Ben Johnson-Ste- 
fan Zweig comedy, had much suc- 
cess in an excellent production at 
the Magyar Szinhaz. Theatre has 


lost enormously during this season 
and is now in the hands of the 
fourth manager since September, 
“Volpone” will probably help the 
producer to recover his money. It 
is very Well cast with Csortos, bor- 
rowed from the National theatre for 


(Continued on page 63) 


“Henry [V” in French 


Played in Brussels 


Brussels, March 1. 

The King of the Belgians was 
one of the most interested of the 
audience which packed the smaller 
theatre of the Palais des Beaux 
Arts, Brussels, for the first per- 
formance in French in Belgium of 
Luigi Pirandelio’s “Henry IV.” 

Jean Herve of the Comedie Fran- 
caise gave a spirited performance. 

The piece is in three acts. It 
tells of a young man who, imper- 
sonating Henry IV, Emperor of Ger- 
many, in a wavaleade, is thrown 
from his horse. The accident turns 
his brain and for 12 years he be- 
lieves himself to be emperor. His 
reason returns suddenly, but he 
hides the fact and for a further 
eight years simulates folly. 

Then he is visited by the woman 
he loved in his youth, her daugh- 
ter and a former lover of hers. They 
have with them a doctor who has 
hopes of being able to cure the 
“madman.” 

Henry IV finally murders the man 
who has stolen his sweetheart and 
who, incidentally, was the cause of 
his being unshipped by his horse, 
and, to cover his deed, reassumes 
the mask of madness. 

The piece nas been done in Ital- 
ian and Flemish, and might well 
be translated into English. 

Pirandello has another new play 


almost ready to be produced in 
Germany and not Italy. 
THEATRE’S FATE 
Roumania Must Come Through 


With Funds to Preserve It 





Bucarest, March 2. 

As reported the Roumanian Na- 
tional Theatre is to be commercial- 
ized to prevent its going under. As 
no steps have been taken as yet the 
manager of the theatre has pe- 
titioned the Governmental Ministers 
and other officials to come to a 
quick decision. Otherwise the con- 
tinuation of the house becomes im- 
possible. There is an urgent need 
for funds. 

In true politico-fashion every- 
body’s stalling and the Bucarest 
National may go dark despite good 
intentions. 


Legit in Music Hall 
Paris, March 1. 

The Gaity music hall in Mont- 
martre is being remodelled to open 
again as a legit house for ultra- 
modern plays. The theatre will be 
known as the Varia, to be managed 
by Leo Berryer. 


Mengelberg Not Coming 
The Hague, March 1. 
As the result of the Toscanini- 
Mengelberg controversy, Mengel- 
berg ig not going to America next 
season, It is reported from London 
he has signed to conduct the Lon- 





don Symphony Orchestra. 
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German Agents Demand Pensions 
During Life from Government 





Berlin, March 11. 

German agents have banded to- 
gether and filed suit against the 
government claiming life pensions 
or a lump sum 
Move is the outcome of the Gov- 
ernment forming an organization to 
eliminate all agents in Germany, as 


in compensation. 


previously reported in a story last 
month. 

Government organization is known 
as “Paritatischer Engagements fur 
Wariete Und Zirkus lInd Kabaret 
Gesellschaft,” meaning “the Mutual 
Association of Managers and Art- 
ists,” abbreviated as PARENA. 

Agents claim they have paid li- 
eense fees to the government for 
years and now the officials want 
to do away with them. They main- 
tain that they are either entitled 
to compensation or posiitons in the 
new association. 

Fact that Paul Spadoni, German 
agent, receives a spot from the as- 
sociation has made the rank and 
file burn up. 

To eliminate graft, foreign agents 
of Parena, the German governmental 
agency which after Dec. 31, 1930, will 
book all acts without taking com- 
missions, will work on a flat salary 
and not be permitted to accept com- 
missions. 

Actors in Germany have still to 
elect a representative to Parena, and 
are voting for one now. Two of the 
three representatives who will head 
the Parena are already in office. 
They are Berol Konorah, who will 
represent the International Artists’ 
Lodge, and Jules Marx, director of 
the Scala, representing the theatre 
directors. 

On Dee. 31 all booking licenses 
will be revoked, and the Parena will 
thereafter handle all entertainment 
bookings except that for pictures. 
It is expected that established 
agents will most likely be given a 
job with Parena by the government. 


CIRCUIT TRYING FOR 
HYLTON OPPOSITION 


March 11, 


plenty an- 
because Me 








London, 


General Theatres is 
noyed at Jack Hylton 
wants too much money and refused 
a $250 raise. Theatre company 
suggests that Hylton’s demands are 
impossible and entirely due to his 
having no opposition. 

To counteract the situation the 
chain is out to create the deemed 
necessary opposition. Jack Payne’s 
band will in future receive special 
attention as to production, scenery 
and lighting effects, besides having 
the personnel increased. Payne out- 
fit was formerly at the Hotel Cecil, 
Played vaudeville, and is now with 
the British Broadcasting Co. 

Hylton’s answer is a massive 
bankroll and definite negotiations 
for a West End site upon which to 
build a theatre. Idea is that he will 
play there himself as a vaude fea- 
ture and when on tour will con- 
tinue the policy of the house. Band 
leader’s theory is that he knows as 
much about operating a vaudeville 
house as most English bookers. 

Hylton is counting on having the 
house in nine months. Meanwhile 
he has continental and provincial 
dates, 


Faversham Quarantined 


Mareh 11. 
William Faversham has. been 
quarantined for 10 days following 
the outbreak of smallpox aboard 
the steamer on which he arrived 
from Canada. Star was imported by 
Williamson-Tait to do “The Prince 
and the Pauper,” with opening 
postponed until he is released, 
Faversham is plenty sore at the 
authorities and states conditions 
are disgraceful with no comforts. 





Sydney, 


KURSAAL SOLD 


Cairo, March 11. 

Site of the Kursaal theatre has 
been sold for 50,000 Egyptian 
pounds. 

Purchaser is the fin. ier, Emile 
Ades, He takes possession in Sep- 
tember, 1932, when the present lease 
expires. 








“Healthy” Unhealthy 


London, March 11, 
Wealthy, Wise” 
the New after a _ short 


run. It will be followed by “Nine 
’Till Six,” moving from the Apollo. 

“Almost a Honeymoon” goes into 
the Apollo, having been ousted from 
the Garrick by the arrival of Tul- 
lulah Bankhead’s “Camille.” 


French Opera Co. 
Of 100 Is Stranded 


Flat in Mexico 


“Healthy, 
closes at 


and 





Paris, March 11. 
French opera troupe of 100 people 
is stranded in Mexico awaiting 
$30,000 ia salaries and transporta- 


tion. 

Company is known as the Opera 
Prive de Paris (Private Paris 
Opera). It was organized and 


booked by Michel Benois for two 
months in Mexico. Benois is the 
son of Mme. Massenet-Kousnezoff, 
herself an opera diva and wife of 


the son of the late French com- 
poser, Massanet. 
Massanet, director of the Opera 


Comique, is wealthy. Since his wife 
is one of the company in Mexico it 
is presumed here he will finance the 
return trip for all. 


Johann Strauss’ Widow 


Dies in Vienna 





Vienna, March 11. 


Mrs. Adele Strauss died here Sun- 
day (9) of pneumonia. 

Mrs. Strauss is the widow of the 
late Johann Strauss, waltz king, and 
of late years had entirely devoted 
herself to safeguarding the works of 
her husband. 

This resulted in Parliament rush- 
ing through a bill protecting the 
composer’s compositions for an ad- 
ditional two years. It extends the 
original 30-year copyrights. These 
would have expired next Jan. 1. 

Action precipitated a battle with 
the Shuberts over the unauthor- 
ized Broadway revival of “Die Fled- 
ermaus,” but which that manage- 
ment settled by paying the royalties. 


Paris, March 11. 
Series of 10 gala Strauss perform- 
ances are due here March 21-30 at 
the Theatre Pigale. 





Dolores Marrying Actor 


London, March 11. 


Dolores, the Epstein model, has 
publicly announced her engagement 
to Philip Yale Drew. 

Both appeared recently in 
Monster.” 


“The 


Paris Palace’s New Revue 
With Aubert and Mayer 


Paris, March 1. 

Raquel Meller will appear at the 
Palace when Henri Varna’s and 
Saint Granier’s new revue takes the 
place of “Good News,” currently 
with Jane Aubert and the wealthy 
Pierre Meyer as its stars. 

Doris Niles, Georgia Graves, Bou- 
cot and Saint Granier wlil play the 


| weeks’ 








COCHRAN’S LATEST HIT 


English Producer’s “1930 Revue” 
Sure-Fire for West End 





London, March 11, 
Cc. B. Cochran’s “1930 Revue” 
opened in Manchester March 3. It 
is deemed sure-fire for West End 
consumption. Show will hold its 
opening spot for three weeks. 
Some doubt about the sound film 


used to open the show and intro- 
duce the principals. Skepticism is 
not on merit or novelty but con- 


cerns the wire and reproduction. 

Performance needs the usual tink- 
ering, but should be in good shape 
by the time of the local opening. 
Libraries have already 
buy. 


1. 9 
taken a « 


9 RADIO NAMES DID 


London, March 11. 


Coliseum this week is 


five British broadcasting attrac- 
tions, Tommy Handley, Clapham 
and Dwyer, Five Maestros, Mari¢ 
Burke and Bransby Williams. 


standard 
the idea 
ballyhoo 


The two last named are 
in English vaudeville and 
of giving them the radio 
looks strange. 

The bill drew about average 
inee trade yesterday. 


Talfulah’s “Lady” NSG; 
4 London Shows Open 


London, March 11. 
Tallulah Bankhead’s “Lady of the 
Camelias,” at the Garrick, caused 
the usual excitement when it open- 
ed, but it’s not taken seriously. 


mat- 


This is a new version of Mar- 
garet Gautier’s play. Old fashioned 
and ineffective, but the libraries 


have guaranteed it $3,000 weekly 
for five weeks. 


At the Comedy “Odd Numbers” is 


a new crook farce full of ancient 
jokes, Considered unlikely. It 
opened March 6. Just a matter of 
Leslie Henson having efficiently 


produced and made old machinery 
creak effectively. 
“Appearances” 

At the Royalty last night (Mon- 
day) “Appearances” was received 
with much curiosity at its artless- 
ness, and apparently interested the 
audience, but it has its financial 
doubts. Doedoe Green and Dario 
Shindel repeated their American 
success in the piece, authored by the 
colored bellboy. 

“Every Mother’s Son” looks like 
an artistic if not a financial success. 
It may have that if reaching a regu- 
lar theatre. It premiered last night 
(Monday) at the Players’ theatre, 
small private club house. 

Another war play, but takes the 
angle of the women, who always 
suffer by the hostilities, Well writ- 
ten and splendidly acted, it stands a 
good chance of getting somewhere, 
although doubt of any American 
success because of the attitude of 
the war (Gold Star) mothers’ asso- 
ciation in the States. 


Piano Team May Go 
On Foreign Concert Tour 


London, March 11. 


Fairchild and Lindholm, having 
closed an eight months’ engagement 
at the Cafe de Paris, are taking a 
month's holiday and then open at 
the Savoy Hote) for three months, 
April 1. 

Contract with the Savoy 
them to broadcast as often as they 
desire, and this, with the records 
they are making for H. M. V., will 
establish them as one of the stand- 
ard acts in this country. 

Every likelihood that, at the con- 
clusion of their engagement at the 
Savoy, this pair of dual pianists will 
make a concert tour throvghout 
England and the Continent. They 


permits 





exploiting | 


English Stage Actors Cant 
Look for Any Benefits from 
Their Native Organizations 





Expensive Club Shut 


London, March 11. 
House Club 
the de 


street, 


Charter 
premises of 
Club, in B: 
have repr 


opened in the 
funct London 
and 


investment of 


1kKer Sala to 


esented an 


round $350,000 of capital from 
Scotch interests, folded suddenly 
last week. 


Establishment had been bally 


club house facilities and was to have 

jhad a real ice skating rink. 
Sudden closing was declared 

due to work on the ice plant. 


to he 





+ 


| 


j 


| provincial 


NOT HELP COL'S OPENING |nocca as tne tast wora in Tuxurious| 


| before 
| proved 


| and 


| 


London March 2. 

For many vears the stage of Eng- 
land has been divided against it- 
self and, since the days of the old 
actor-managers such as Irving, 
Alexander, Tree, leaderless Now 
he whole thing is crumbiing to 
ruin unless something is speedily 
done to ay the dry-rot 

It is argued that never before has 
the West End been so accessible to 


is true to 
true that never 
stage in its entirety 

completely closed 
shop to the great majority of men 
women who have spent their 
lives in its service. 

The . Rettiows “$15 minimum” 
old provincial tour- 


players. This 


a point; it is also 
has the 
such a 


did 
Ll the 


than the cheap picture 


Theme Song Rush |i::2""s:2".25e".2"" 


In Europe Seskiiiiles 
Dizzy Music Men 


March 11. 
theme 


Paris, 
flood of 
the representatives of 


Increasing film 
has 
music publishers over 
They just start-the bij; 
when four or five more 
swamp them, 

There is a strong complaint across 
the Continent that the smaller na- 
tions can’t absorb the same number 
of tunes as America, Hence, the 
epidemic is killing off the early 
songs through the continuous and 


songs 
here 


push on one 
come in to 


ifast follow-up melodies. 


ITALIAN SIREN DEAD; 
VERONAL OVERDOSE 


March ll. 

Liliana Castagnola, 30, tempestu- 
ous delineator of Neapolitan songs, 
died in Naples of an unintentional 
overdose of veronal. She was found 
dead in bed by her maid. 

Her career is replete with tragic 
romances, adventures, and one 
lover who seriously wounded her. 
This was a shooting in Milan which 
forced the actress into a hospital 
for three months. The man then 
shot himself. 

Usual assortment of press agentry 
surrounding Mlle. Castagnola’s ca- 
reer, but among other actual hap- 
pnenings in which she was concerned 
was another suicide and the elope- 
ment in one of her lover’s automo- 
biles with his chauffeur who also 
ultimately killed himself. 

Her sirenous proclivities didn’t 
affect her artistry. She was a noted 
Italian beauty, famous over here as 
the “Donna Fatale” (Fatal Woman). 


‘Sons o Guns’ with House; 
‘Kibitzer’ Is ‘Meddler’ 


March 11. 
misunderstand- 


tome, 





London, 


After numerous 
ings announcement is made that 
Herbert Clayton has bought the 
British rights of “Sons o’ Guns” for 
Clayton & Waller as the musical 
for Bobby Howes. 

It will be produced in the prov- 
inces about the end of May and 
comes into the Palace in June. 

With the exception of Howes no 
cast has been engaged. The pro- 





ducers are feverishly searching for 


new revue. Misses Niles and Graves lan actress of the Lily Damita type 
are Americans. have already been approached tO Ito play the feminine lead. 
etc form a vaudeville combination of | Another enterprise of the Clay- 
et CPR OF & Pereentage Bae. |ton & Waller firm will be the pro- 
HONORS FOR DOPPER = duction of “The Kibitzer” in May, 
Amsterdam, March 11. ? and starring Joe Greenwald. Piece 
Dopper, 60 years old and the Shuberts Reason will be re-named “The Meddler” 
greatest living Dutch composer, has here 
been highly honored by the ueen j — a 
aaa Bonn oucn ees ; ' Paris, March 11 : : 
= a | Advised by the Shuberts that bad | Colored Acts in Zurich 
busine defer their taking up Zurict March 11. 
Nillson in Hamburg of a two years’ contract on Georgia | American attractions pla ng here 
London, March 11. | Hayes’ services, the dancer goes | include Layton and Johnson. colored 
Walter Nillson opens at the Hansa | with the new show at the Palace | at the Tonhalle. 
itheatre, Hamburg, for the month of | with Raquel Meller. Sam Woodine’s band. colored 
| April. i T follows “Good News.” j at the Cafe Sih); 





| 


: return to 
dizzy. | 


| 





ibased on 
itriangle with the husband’s mistress 


icast 





(Continued on page 63) 


HALLER’S COMEBACK 
WITH HIT MUSICAL 


Berlin, March 11. 
Premiere of “The Double Groom,” 
operetta by Haller and Wolf and 
score by Willy Kollo, at the Schiff- 
bauer theatre, marks the successful 
the producing field after 
two years of Hermann Haller, cre- 


ator of famous revues. 
New piece is conventional in plot 


the husband-wife-lover 
brought in for good measure. Com- 
plications involve much marrying 
and still more divorcing and story 
doesn’t help much. 

A run through 
made certain by 


the summer is 
the tricky music 
supplied by Kollo and the sterling 
which includes Dolly Haas, 
Erich Ponto and Ida Wuest. 


Robeson Set as “Emperor” 


Berlin, March 11. 

The engagement of Paul Robeson 
to play the lead in O'Neill’s “Em- 
peror Jones,” previously reported as 
a possibility, has now been made 
positive. 

Piece will be done in English at 
the Kuenstler theatre under the 
Klein management with James 
Light, previously of New York, di- 
recting the production. 


Marie Studholme Dies 


London, March 11. 
Marie Studholme, 55, famous mus- 
ical comedy star on this side, and 
who appeared in America, died here 
Sunday (9) of rheumatic fever. 





Censoring Dancing 


Amsterdam, March 11. 
In the face of fierce criticism the 
government has established a com- 
mission to control morality in danc- 
ing. 


Yorke and King Accepted 
As English Favorites 


London, March 11. 

Yorke and King, assisted by True 
Yorke and Ramon Ringo, came back 
to the Palladium (vaudeville) yes- 
terday (Monday). They were ac- 
corded a reception reserved over 
here only for old favorites. 

Act has just returned from an 
African tour. 


“Sea Gull’ Flat Flop 








Amsterdam, March 1, 

The Vereenigd Tooneel, under 
management of actors-managers 
Verkade and Verbeek, will be dis- 
solved «¢ ng to disagreements of 
the managers, following their pro- 
di ( Amsterdam of the Rus- 
sian play by Tchekov, “The Sea- 
mew ( ea ) translation by 
Let Ra D } 

] Wa t fa ‘ (ast in- 
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Broadway Depressed by Lent, 
Abandons Scale Above $5.50 





Broadway's trend 
musical shows has 
ward The $6.60 
dropped for the 
garded the 
Two musicals, 
and “Flying High,” 
with the $5.50 scale. Two others, 
“Ripples” and “The International 
Revue,” will drop to that level next 


in prices for 
started down- 
scale being 
$5.50 price, once re- 
limit. 
“Simple Simon 

recently came in 


is 


as 


week Only a few will attempt 
charging more in the face of re- 
treating business. 


Indications in the agencies point 
to weakness in the legit all along 
the line, dating from the start of 
Lent last week and the impending 


income tax date. Brokers say the 
demand for nearly all leaders has 
slowed down, although box office 
statements may still show capacity. | 
Actual grosses again dropped mark- 
edly last week. Hoped for recovery 
after this week remains a hope 

A musical and a drama amid the 
new productions clicked and are in | 
the - hig money. “Flying High” 
started with a $44,000 pace at the 
Apollo The first full week of “The 
Green Pastures” shoved it well out 


in front of the non-musicals, with | 
over $24,000 last week. The Japa- 
nese Players appeared not in the 


running at the Booth, but the Chi- 





continues to} 
credited 


nese Mei Lan-Fang 
big money for such a show 
with $17,000 last week. 
Closest to “Green Pastures” was 
“It’s a Wise’ Child,” at $20,000; 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” $19,000 
(both off in agency demand), and 
“The Apple Cart,” $18,000; “Dishon- 
ored Lady” at $16,000 and “Re- 
bound” nearly as~much, are off, but 
still good; “Berkeley Square” and 
“Young Sinners,” $15,000; “Tepaze” 
was an exception and climbed close 
to that mark; “Death Takes a Holi- 
day,” $14,000; “The Last Mile,” about 
$13,000; “Street Scene” cl: 1imed $12,- 


000; “Second Mrs. Fraser,” $11,000; 
“June Moon” dropped te $10,000; 
“Infinite Shoeblack,” $9,000; “Brok- 














Flying to the Coast? 


Secure’ your AVIATION POLICY 


before leaving! 


We Specialize in All Lines of 


INSURANCE 


JOHN J. KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones:—Murray Hill 7838-9 
SERVICE FROM COAST TO COAST 


en Dishes,” $8,000; “Subway Ex- 
press,” a hit more; “Those We 
Love” held to nearly $8,000; all 
others downward. 

“Simple Simon,” whic was out 


on front by a slight margin its first 


full week at over $48,000, was tied 
with “Sons o’ Guns” for leadership | 
of the musicals last week at about 


Million Frenchmen,” 
at $45,000; “Fly- 
the lead- 


$46,000; “Fifty 
virtually on a par 
ing High,” right up with 


ers; tipples,” off, and under $37,- 
000; “Strike Up the Band,” strong, 
at $32,000: “The International Re- 
vue,” $25,000, estimated; “Wake Up 
and Dream,” a bit less; “Sketch 
Book,” $23,000; “Sw eet Adeline,” 


$21,000; “ 
leaving; 
000. 

In and out: 
Country” succeeds 
Guild next week; 
at the 
Matriarch”; 


’ $20,000, and 
maybe $17,- 


sitter Sweet 
“Top Speed,” 
in the 
at 


“A Month 
“Meteor” the 

“Mendel, Inc.’ 
Longacre which gets 
“Children of 


closes 


‘The 


Darkness” stops at the Biltmore; 
“The Plutocrat” folds at the Van- 
derbilt which may get “I Want My 
Wife’; “The Royal Virgin” is 
slated to follow the Jap players at 
the Booth: “Mayfair” is slated for 
the long darkened New Yorker (was 


Gimmie Girl,” due 
“Small Potatoes” 


“The 
and 


the Gallo); 
in the Village, 


another Broadway poss.bility. Re- 
vivals out this week: “At the Bot- 
tom” ¢(Waldorf), “Volpone” (Lib- 
erty), -and “The Serenade” (Jol- 
son's). 

“Heads Up” closes at the Alvin 
Saturday. 


BOSTON HAILS COHAN 
WITH CAPACITY START 


Boston, March 11. 

Boston had three openings this 
week, and for Boston this is most 
unusual. It is a long time since this 
city has had three new shows the 
same week. 

George Cohan, in person, 
at the Tremont in “Gambling” Mon- 
day night to a packed house. It has 
been many seasons since Cohan ap- 
peared here. The Colonial was ten- 
anted for one week by Harry Lauder 
in his routine of old and new songs. 
Sir Harry got away to a big start, 
too. 

Otherwise the principal story 
seemed to be the way the Shubert 
houses, four of them, got the break 
with their three musicals and com- 
edy. Just one of their houses was 
down in business, the Lyric, where 
“Young Sinners” did no better the 
second week than it did the opening, 
with the gross still in the neighbor- 
hood of $8,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“The New Moon,” Shubert (4th 
week). Did $28,000; same total as 
week before. 

Fritz Leiber in Shakespearean 
repertory, Wilbur (1st week). In 
final week “The Little Show” did 
$25,000, practically capacity. 

“Merry Widow,” Majestic (2d 
week). In first week this show did 
$17,000. Big business at scale. 

“Little Accident,” Plymouth (6th 
week). Gross $17,000, which is about 
what the show has been doing con- 
sistently, 

“Young Sinners,” Lyric (3d week). 


opened 


Being held in despite business, 
which is poor, $8,000 reported for 


last week. 

Harry Lauder Co.—Colonial (one 
week). House has been dark since 
Ed Wynn and “Simple Simon” left. 

“Gambling” — With personal ap- 
pearance George M. Cohan. Opened 
Monday after several weeks of dark- 











ness for the house. 
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“SUEZ,” $15,000, FRISCO 


Above Expectations — “Ladies of 
Jury,” $5,000—“Dishes” Does $4,510 





” «4 


Lenore Ulric in “East of Suez,” at 
the Geary, still led the town among 
the legits last week. Firse week 
hung up a record and the second 
was above expectations. Bettered 
$15,000. 

Duffy brought in a new show, 
“Ladies of the Jury,” with Mary 
Boland, and hit around $5,000 at the 





Alcazar. “Broken Dishes” at the 
President,” in bow out seven days 
flight about $4,500. 

Green Street,’ with “The Peep- 
i hole, played intermittently owing 
ite police interference, but hit about 
$2,000. ¢ vonsigered good. 


CHL. LEGITS DO 
$160,000, BUT 
MANY DEPART 


Chicago, March 11. 
saved from advent of 
Lent by the ghost walking at City 
Hall. Around 100,000 municipal 
servants got rich with $74,000,000 in 
back pay. At that the only two 
houses to do substantial business 
were the Erlanger, with “Sherlock 
Holmes,” and Great Northern, with 
“Nina Rosa.” 

“Your Uncle Dudley’ was jerked 
at the Cort after four weeks, 
reckoned a bad move as the piece 
had been building. “City Haul’ 
succeeds, Other closings ~ were 
“Street Scene,” at the Apollo, suc- 
ceeded by “Street Singer”; “Bird in 
Hand,” at> the Harris, now dark; 
“Naughty. Marietta,” Majestic, suc- 
ceeded by -another Victor Herbert 


Legits were 


revival, “Fortunte Teller,” in for 
the usual fortnight. 
“Jenny,” not doing much at the 


Selwyns, ends its three weeks stay 


this Saturday and “Sherlock 
Holmes” leaves the Erlanger the 
same night. Mitzi’s “Sari,” in at 


the Illinois for only two weeks, goes 
to Detroit. “Strange Interlude,” 
falling to around $14,000, leaves the 
Blackstone March 29, going to Pitts- 
burgh. “Let Us Be Gay” is holding 
up, around $13,000. A bit more for 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” whose cast 
has started acting. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Bird in Hand” (Harris, 11th and 
final week), Left after fair run; 
around $8,000 for this comedy; had 
to be helped by cut rates; house 
dark. 

“Jenny” (Selwyn, 3d week). 
Dropped a couple thou to $12,000; 
party business helped; leaves 
March 15. 

“Dear Olid England” (Princess, 
4th week). Satirical comedy down 
to $7,000; closes first season of 
Dramatic League of Chicago March 
15: goes to St. Louis. 

“Let Us Be Gay” (Studebaker, 
7th week). Comedy off only $1,000 
at $13,000; likely to last until April 
19. 

“Nina Rosa” (Great Northern, 9th 
week). Only non-revival musical in 
town; spurted $5,000 to $25,000. 

“Sari” (Illinois, 24 week). Mitzi’s 
comeback hot-shotted by cricks, but 
lucky to pull down $16,000; this 
week its last; then Detroit. 

“Sherlock Holmes” (Erlanger, 3d 
week). William Gillette revival 
picked up remarkably; around $23,- 
000 for seven performances; cut out 
Sunday for Saturday matinee; 
leaves March 15. 

“She Couldn’t Say No” (Garrick, 
2d week). Farce featuring Lynne 
Overman in female rig got divided 
notices; patronage from the wise 
crowd: around $10,000. 

“Strange Interlude” (Blackstone, 
16th week). Balcony sales falling; 
around $14,000; is setting a run 
mark for a $4.40 legit with only six 
performances, 

“Street Singer” (Apollo, Ist week). 


Succeeds “Street Scene” which 
closed with $11,000 in 11th week; 
going on tour. 


“Strictly Dishonorable” (Adelphi, 
5th week). Hit around $13,000; 
cast is gradually giving a profes- 
sional performance. 

“Your Uncle Dudley” 
and final week). Built gradually to 
$8,000, but jerked: “City Haul” 
opens tomorrow (Wed.). Playhouse 
is dickering to relight with “Your 


(Cort, 5th 


Uncle Dudley.” 
Special Attractions 
Majestic (Shubert). “Fortune 


Teller” started for 
“Naughty Mariette” 
lin final week. 

Goodman—Civic 
“The Rival.” 


two weeks; 
around $12,000 
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Shows in N. Y. and Comment — 





mediocrity or loss. 


play is also considered. 


admission scale given below. 


| Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being } 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
' The variance is explained in the difference in 
, house capacities with the varying overhead. 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 

| in business necessary for musical 
| 

Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); 


Also the size of cast, 
Variance 
attraction as against dramatic 


C (comedy); 
F (farce); O (operetta). 








week) 
went 


“Apron Strings,” Cort (4th 
(C-1,043-$3). Broadway 
into further decline last week and 
will probably not recover until 
after March 15, federal income tax 
date; “Strings” mild show moved 
here from Bijou for cut-rating. 

“Berkeley Square,” Lyceum (19th 
week) (C-957-$4.40). Slipped back 
a bit further, true of all run at- 
tractions; $15,000; still profitable. 

“Bird in Hand,” 49th St. (CD-708- 
$3.85). Moved from Forrest; sixth 
theatre to have show, nearly year 
old; down to about $6,000. 

“Bitter Sweet,” Shubert (19th week) 


(M-1,395-$5.50). One week more 
to go and then short road tour; 
stood up very well until lately; 
$20,000. 

“Broken Dishes,” Masque (19th 
week) (C-700-$3). Not worrying 
bout this low-cost show, going 
along to weekly profit; $8,000 


claimed. 

“Children of Darkness,’ Biltmore 
(10th week) (CD-1,000-$3.85). Fi- 
nal week; slipped quickly and 
down around $6,000 last week; no 
successor named. 

“Death Takes a Holiday,” Barry- 
more’ (12th week) (D-1,090-$3). 
Peculiar appeal and should last 
until warm weather; $14,000. 

“Dishonored Lady,” Empire (6th 
week) (D-1,099-$4.40). Eased off 
somewhat from opening weeks, 
but still doing excellent business; 


close to $16,000 and good well into 
spring. 

“Everything’s Jake,” Bijou (6th 
week) (C-605-$3). Getting little 


at Assembly 
be enough 
here. 

“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” Lyric 
(16th week) (M-1,406-$6.60). 
While agency demand dropped all 
around last week this standout 
musical held to capacity, $45,000. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse (12th 
week) (C-879-$3.85). Made ex- 
cellent going of it first 10 weeks, 
then dropped suddenly; around 
$11,000. 

“Flying High,” Apollo (2d week) 
(M-1,168-$5.50). New musical suc- 
cess; with $11 first night first 
week went to $44,000; capacity. 

“Heads Up,” Alvin (18th week) (M- 
1,398-$5.50). Final week; dropped 
to $15,000 last week. Notice to 
close went up Monday. 

“International Revue,’ Majestic (3d 
week) (R-1,776-$6.60). Scale to 
be dropped to $5.50; performance 
in better shape than at opening, 
but business could be much bet- 
ter; $25,000. 

“It Never Rains,” Bayes (17th week) 
(C-860-$3). In roof theatre and 
satisfied with small money; that 
goes for house and actors. 

“Journey’s End,” Miller’s (52d week) 
(D-946-$4.40). Gets smart mark 
of year’s run, but indefinite con- 
tinuance doubtful because busi- 
ness off again; $7,000. 

“June Moon,” Broadhurst (23d week) 
(C-1,118-$3). Another hit that hit 


(Princess), 
to warrant 


but may 
moving 


skids suddenly; figured for sea- 
son’s stay, but not certain now; 
$10,000; scale down. 

“Many a Slip,” Little (6th week) 
(C-530-$3.85). Started off to 
promise, but reported leaving 
soon; claimed $7,000 only even 


break. 
“Love, Honor and Betray,” Eltinge 


(Ist week) (CD-892-$3.85). Pre- 
sented by A. H. Woads; adapted 


by Frederic and Fanny Hatton 
from French; Alice Brady starred; 
opens to night (March :2). 


“Mendel, Inc.” Longacre (16th 
week) (C-1,019-$3.85). Final week; 
after long course of theatre 
parties business dived to about 
$6,000; “The Matriarch” next 
week, 

“Meteor,” Guild (12th week) (CD- 
914-$3). Final week; figured to 


double Guild’s subscription period, 
and just did; about $9,000 last 
week; “A Month in Country” next 
week. 

“Nancy's Private Affair,” 48th St. 
(9th week) (CD-964-$3). Moved 
here Monday; third house to have 
this comedy; should go along for 
time, cut rates aiding $6,000. 

“Penny Arcade,” Fulton (ist week) 


(CD-913-$3). Presented independ- 
ently (W. P. Tanner and William 
Keighley); written by Marie 
Baumer: opened Monday. 
“Rebound,” Plymouth (6th week) 
(C-1,042-$3.85). Draws smart 
trade, but attendance eased off 
last week; between $15,000 and 
| $16,000, comparatively good. 
“Ripples,” New Amsterdam (5th 
week) (M-1,702-$6.60). Scale 


down to $5.50 next week; 

off again last week, 

| $37,000. 

“Simple Simon,” Ziegfeld (4th week) 
(M-1,622-$5.50). At $46,000 this 
musical tied “Sons o’' Guns,” or 


business 
approximated 








Admission tax applies on tickets over $3 


led the 


actually field; leader week 
before at $48,600. 

“Sketch Book,” Chanin’s 46th St, 
(37th week) (R-1,413-$6.60). Run 


musical moved here Monday from 
44th St.; still profitable; $23,000. 
“Sons o’ Guns,” Imperial (16th week) 
(M-1,466-$6.60). Eased off siightly 
last week for first time, but gross 


on par with. best on Broadway; 
musical leader for four months; 
$46,000. 

“Street Scene,” Ambassador (62d 
week) (C-1,200-$3.85). Run leader 
claimed to be holding to profit; 
$12,000. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (26th 
week) (C-830-$3.85). For first 
time since opening ticket agents 


had to hustle to get rid of 
ments for comedy smash; box 
office showed capacity; over $19.- 
000 with added performance oui. 
“Strike Up the Band,” Times 
Square (9th week) (M-1,057- 
$6.60). Started off like smash and 


allot- 


rates among best money-making 
musicals; $32,000. 

“Sweet Adeline,” Hammerstein’s 
(28th week) (M-1,265-$6.60). One 
of season's earliest successes; 
Slipping for some time: $21,000. 

“Subway Express,” Republic (26th 
week) (D-901-$3). Going along 
between $8,000 and $9,000 and 
satisfied; hopeful of lasting out 


season, 
“The Apple Cart,” Beck (3d week) 
(C-1,189-$3). Subscriptions will 


easily take care of this one for 
time and rep of show should put 
it across; $18,000 again. 

“The Blue Ghost,’ Forrest (ist 


week) (D-1,115-$3). Presented by 
Jimmie Cooper; written by Ber- 
nard J. McOwen; opened Monday. 
“The Green Pastures,” Mansfield (34 


week) (D-1,050-$4.40). Broad- 
way’s new dramatic leader; 
praised all around with attend- 


ance capacity; over $24,000. 


“The Infinite Shoeblack,” Maxine 
Elliott (4th week) (CD-924-$3). 
Month’s agency buy has helped 


here; about $9,000, moderate. 

“The Last Mile,” Harris (5th week) 
(D-1,051-$3). Much discussed 
prison drama picked up last week 
at $13,000, indicating good chance. 

“This Man’s Town,” Ritz (1st week) 
(D-945-$3). First presentation by 
George Jessel; written by Willard 
Robertson; opened Monday. 

“The Plutocrat,” Vanderbilt 
week) (C-771-$3). Final week on 
notice by house; may continue, 
but chances doubtful as paced 
under $5,000. 

“Those We Love,” Golden (4th 
week) (CD-900-$3). Ended 3d 
week strongly and sponsors hope- 
ful of increasing; held own while 
others slipped; $7,000 to $8,000. 

~~ Speed,” Royale (12th week) 
(M-1,118-$5.50). Moved here from 
Chanin’s 46th St. Monday; never 
got real coin and new musicals 
make going no easier; $17,000. 

“Topaze,” Music Box (5th week) 
(D-1,000-$3). Went up against 
tide and one of week’s surprises; 
increase sent takings near $15,000. 

“Wake Up and Dream,” Selwyn 
(11th week) (R-1,067-$6.60). 
Agency support always figured in 
business of English revue, which 
should coast past the 16-week 
buy period; about $25,000. 

“Wise Child,” Belasco (32d week) 
(C-1,050-$3.85). Stood up as 
strongly as any show this season 
in agencies and at box office; 
close to $20,000; only new “Green 
Pastures” actually bigger among 
non-musicals. 

“Young Sinners,” Morosco (16th 
week) (CD-893-$3). Moneys 
maker; not as strong as formerly, 
but doing very well at $15,000. 

Special Attractions—Little Theatres 

“The Rivals,” Erlangers. Revival 
with Mrs. Fiske; opened Monday. 


(4th 


“Volpone,” Liberty—Repeat by The- 
atre Guild road company brought 
in. ‘ 

Mei Lan Fang, National—Chinese 
troupe a surprise; went to around 
$17,000; changing bill for repeat- 
ers. 


“Michael and Mary,” Hopkins—Hit 
in little theatre. 

Japanese Players, Booth—Got some 
attention, but little trade first 
week. 

Civic Repertory, 14th Street. 

Ruth Draper, Comedy. 

“At the Bottom,” Waldorf—Revival; 
final week. 

“Launcelot and Elaine,” 

“The Serenade,” Jolson's— 


Picked Wrong Guy 
John S. Sumner, Volstead of the 


President 
Revival, 





book trade, has been invited to 
address the-convention of book- 
sellers 1n New York in May. Pub- 


lishers are peeved. Say that Sum- 
ner should not get a tumble. 
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“PLAYS ON BROADWAY 
PEN NY ARCADE 








Comedy drama in three acts rie 
(Baumer, presented by William ley 
and W. P. Tanner. Directed by ‘lam 
Keighley. Settings by Cleon Throckmor- 
ton. At Fulton, New York, March 10. Top, 
Som Rogers ...e+sseeee.--Ackland Powell 
George ..-++++: eeecscrsoccccers Don Beddoe 
irs. Delano .acevseeeses Valerie Bergere 
Angel ..++-- Prccccccevecess Eric Dressler 
Happy ....-. ee Millard F. Mitchell 
Joe Deland ccccccceccscces Paul Guilfoyle 
Mitch McKame ....se+. : Frank Rowan 
BiKCD wcccccccccsccccccces George Barbier 
Myrtle ..ncscccecevscees .--Joan Blondell 
Warry Delano .......+++:. .»-James Cagney 
Jenny Delano eesssseeseesss Lenita Lane 
BEOIBM cecccccecccecceeseoces Martin Malloy 
DUGAN ..ccceceeses soewss Ben Probst 

(Patrons of Amusement Park) 

Dick ... : Harry Gresham 
Mabel «.scosees ° Desiree Harris 
Bred cccccccccsecess : ‘ ..Jules Cern 
Viviam c.ccsesescess Annie-Laurie Jaques 
Mrs, JAMES .esseseseees Edmund Norris 
TRONS cccacccscceccsccces Lucille Gillespie 
BUM cccdcccccccccscccces John J, Cameron 
. ior Andrus 

eoee farshall Hale 

JOCK cccccccccccececces William Whitehead 
JoHnson ..ees eTrray se Harry Balcom 

No excuse for a rave but fair 
entertainment that may manage to 


| 
| 


| 
! 
| 


hold out for a few weeks, depending | 


campaign pro- 
lure in 


on the exploitation 
jected and any box-office 
the title. 


The cycle on outdoor stuff, how 


ever, is running a little cold by now, 
the talkers having done their part 
to wear the novelty off. Were it not 


for the briskness of the dialog and 
the numerous fine comedy touches, 
the melodrama that’s wrapped up 
in “Penny Arcade” would hardly 
carry it past the crisis. The ro- 
mantic element, except for its novel 


twist, is also only a fairly sturdy 
prop. 
Marie Baumer is the author and 


for a woman displays a rather close 
working knowledge of characters 
that might be found’ around a cheap 
penny arcade along with lingo they 
spill. There is more downright, 
average, garden-variety cussing and 
slang than would be found in a 


dozen “tough” plays. While it’s 
there in abundance it never quite 
zoes out of bounds. Even all the 
three women characters lay the 


epithets on heavy and naturally. 

Mrs. Delano operates a tawdry 
penny arcade with other concessions 
in her building. She is a hard- 
boiled, calculating business woman 
and mother, whose chief troubles 
seem to lie in keeping an eye on her 
daughter and two sons. In the first 
act, which is inclined to be a little 
wordy, the one son, a weakling, 
murders Mitch McKane, racketeer, 
to save himself from being taken 
for a ride. He had been cutting in 
on McKane’s booze. racket, some- 
thing old lady Delano feared, and 
leaves the murdered man’s body in 
one of the concession stands after 
the place has closed up. 

A sister, seeing the murder from 
the family living quarters above and 
keeping a stiff upper lip, eventually 
falls for a former convict working 
in the place, with the result in the 
end that she gives her own brother 
away to save her sweetheart from 
being, framed. The minute the 
mother had drawn the confession 
trom her son, she decided to plant 
the gun-in the room of Angel, who 
a minute before had announced he 
was marrying the woman’s daugh- 
ter, and much against the old lady’s 
will. 

it’s an easy guess before the third 
act comes along that the girl is 
bound to protect her sweetheart 
even at the cost of her brother's 
conviction, and in writing the play 
no effort has been made to throw 
anyone off on another track, which 
might have been done very easily. 


Only big moments are the kid’s 
confession to the mother and the 
grilling scene for the finish. 3al- 
ance of the action is often slow, 


with an obvious idea to bring out 
the atmosphere that might be found 
around a penny arcade having in- 
fluenced the writing and direction. 
A very natural ability to write com- 
edy shows in Miss Baumer’s work, 
and it’s the laughs - sprinkled 
throughout that go a long way to- 
ward making tne piece moderately 
entertaining. 

Valerie Bergere, as the mother, 
and Eric Dressler, as Angel, one of 
her workmen, stand out in the cast 
and far above anyone else, although 
others featured, including Joan 
Blondell, James Cagney, Lenita Lane 
and Millard F. Mitchell, are excel- 
lent. Cagney, as the kid murderer, 
is inclined to over-act. 

Patrons of the amusement park 
are on only in the first act, many 
not even having a line. Settings 
lend an uncommonly natural note. 


Last impression of “Penny Ar- 
cade” is that it’s an evening that 
hasn’t been entirely wasted. It’s 


also an evening that'll be forgotten 
before the next morning. Char. 


JAPAN’S PLAYERS 


Native dramas presented at the Booth 
March 4, by the Japanese Theatre Ass¢ 
ciation; directed by Michio Ito. 

This import has little more than 
novelty as a box office draw. A long, 


quiet evening. 
. . * 1 
George Mooser and others who 
know their Japan might get a kick 


out of the Japanese Players, though 
their two dramas are spotted in 


18th century. Synopsis of the plays 


the 


make them partly understa ndabte, | before long. 


A 


| 
| 


| 


| 


} and 


| did 


VALLI AS LEGIT LURE 
DREW BUT $5,400 ON WK. 


Los Angeles, Mar. 11. 

Might have been the horse show 
or something else but trade was 
not so abundant. “Journey’s End,” 
leader of the local group in next 
to final week at the Belasco down 
to around $12,300, which still is 
profit. The Macloons with “New 
Moon,” at the Majestic, cleared an- 
other $10,000 week, while the near- 
est approached in take to that was 








the El Capitan for “Let Us Be Gay” 
in first week getting $5,400, which 
was disappointing as it was figured 
Virginia Valli, pi would 
help the gate enough to put the 
enterprise over. 

“Gone Hollywood” for second and 
final week at the Biltmore was too 
pathetic for words. Final take 
hardly over $2,000. 

For final week of “Bill of Divorce- 
ment,” at Music Box, where ghe 
Civic r doing its 


ture star, 


Civic repertory group is 
best to keep going, theatre parties 
were the saviors with the persons 
back of the excursion movement 
getting 40% of the and final 
count being an even $3,000. “A Ro- 
mantic Young Lady” current at 
traction there. 

President bow out week for “Give 
Take” around $3,600, with Tay- 
lor Holmes now holding the rostrum 
there in “Your Uncle Dudley.” An- 
other outgoing attraction was “Nut 
Farm” at the Vine Street, where 
the gate checked around $3,600. 
“Salt Water” dropped off a bit, too, 
at the Hollywood Playhouse, where 
they took only around $4,300. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Eross 


Belasco — “Journey’s End” (7th 
week). Satisfactory at $12,300 for 
next to last week. 


Biltmore —- “Gone 
(2nd and final week). 


Hiollywood” 
Just too bad. 


$2,000. 
El Capitan — “Let Us Be Gay” 
(Ist week). Following from a stay 


at the Belasco only six months ago, 
not create the furor expected 
even though Virginia Valli was fig- 
ured to pull trade. So $5,400. 
Hollywood Playhouse—‘Salt Wa- 


reported’, only $10,000, which is be- 
low «possibilities of operetta. 

Music Box (Civic Repertory)—‘‘A 
bill of Divorcement” (3rd and final 
week). Parties helped hold this 
one up at around $3,000, but still not 
much for the co-op players. 


President—“Give and Take” (5th 
and final week). Final for Kolb and 
Dill did not show any profit foi 


Duffy with $3,600 the final figure. 
Vine Street — “The Nut Farm” 
(3rd and final week). Never meant 
much so departed in favor of “Rope’s 
End,” after a finale of $3,600. 





even if the tongue is entireiy 
intelligible to foreigners, 
Friday night the Booth had a 
light house, but most of the patrons 
stuck it out, which was a surprise. 
The highlight came toward the close 


un- 


of the second play, “The Shadow 
Man.” It was a prolonged sword 


fight of one warrior against odds. 
A youth was fighting the lord of 
his province for his betrothed. He 
wins, but one must not attack a su- 
perior. The lad is for doing away 
with himself, but the mysterious 
shadow man joins the hands of the 
lovers and then commits hara-kiri. 

The sword fight is a most curi- 
ous proceeding. The fighters range 
on and oft the set. There seemei 
enough opportunity for all hands 
to have been knifed a dozen times. 
Some characters re-appear, burst- 
ing through paper windows. A fee- 
ble attempt at comedy means noth- 
ing. 

“Romance in Cherry Blossom 
Lane” is the first play, telling the 
story of a sculptor who falls in love 
with the statue of a dancing girl. 





Latter comes to life when adorned 
with the pocket mirror of a real 
girl. 

Tokujiro Tsutsui of Tokio is fea- 
tured, his chief contribution being 
in “The Shadow Man.” Others in 
the company may be from Japan, 
though it is likely most of the Jap- 
anese girls, of which there are per- 


|haps a dozen, were recruited 
| here. 
Michio Ito, the Japanese dancer, 


who has appeared in several minor 
revues, also on the platform, and is 
known for his schoo! in Greenwich 
Village, is handling the troupe. Re- 
cently Mei Lan-Fang, Chinese star, 
arrived on Sroadway and did so 
well for two weeks at the 49th 
Street he moved to the larger Na- 
tional. Together they provide 
plenty of Oriental fare, perhaps too 
much, Neither company will 
a “Chauve-Souris,” because neither 
provides but an iota of the fun the 
Russians at first spilled. 

The Japanese Players concluded 


the program with “Matsuri,” or fes- 
tival dances. Some color, but our 
own brand is so much superior there 
is no comparison. The Sumari 
| (warriors), their acrobatic acting 
land geisha girls of this company 


will be toddling along to other points 
lbee. 


j 





| surprise. 


| 
| 


LITERATI 


(Continued from page 59) 


in the Dust.” It has to do with 
newspaper life. Fowler, who re- 
cently collaborated in a play (not 
yet produced), is devoting all his 
time to books. 





Oakie Comic Strip 
Fawcett Publications have closed 
a deal with Jack Oakie, Paramount 
player, to his name for the 


use 


principal character of a comic strip. | 


In addition to getting a cut on the 
syndicate sales, Oakie retains the 
right to approve copy and contents 
of the strip. 


Quits Radio Board 


Carl Butnam, who gave up his 
syndicate covering radio from the 


Washington angle to become the 
first secretary of the radio commis- 
sion, has resigned. Butnam will re- 
sume his service. 
Sell “St. Nick” 
Century Co.’s sale of “St. Nicho- 
magazine after 50 years is a 


Mag is 


—— 
iaS 


|} 00d a money maker as ever and 
has always been the pride of that 
publishing house. The buyer is a 





ter’ (3rd week). Slipped a bit but 
|no reason to ery; $4,300. 

Majestic — “New Moon” (7th 
week). A good attraction not well 


Pittsburgh group. 


Herb Crooker’s 2d 


Herb Crooker, versatile press 
agent and m. ec. for home office 
shows, hardly has .his first book, 


considered as | 


“The Hollywood Murder Mystery” 
off the press when he announces 
another. 

This time the working title is 
“The Vanishing Heiress.” Crooker 
intends to use another if he can 
think up something more startling. 


Fan Mag’s Spanish Edition 
“Hollywood Magazine,” 
devoted .» picture features, 
| plicate under the 
Spanish. 

Lucio Villegas former editor of 


monthly, 
will du- 


same _ title in 





i“Cinelandia,” loca Spanis week 
and more recently dialog editor on 
Spanish productions in Hollywoos 
is the editor. 
Another Beaut 
Columbia Pictures nas entered 
into a tieup with 13 fan magazines 
ito locate the most beautiful girl in 
America to be named Miss Co 


” 


lumbia 


Wide Screen-Sound Book 
James Brown, Jr., cameraman 
and Neal Jack, sound 
|} the Darmour-RKO studios, are pre 
|} paring a technical book on wide 
| screen photography and its relation 
ind. To be ready for publica 


ion next month 


technician at 





to so. 


| 


A Song Club 
“Song of the Month Club” 
Idea is Jesse Crawford's, organist 
}at the Paramount. Pick four or five 
|of the pop tunes each month, print 
them in a folder to sell for $1: 
Music publishers will be invited to 





Started. | 


es 


$19,000 for Pitt’s Only 
Legit Show Last Week 


Pittsburgh, March 11. 


Sole legit attraction last week was 
“The Fortune Teller,’ at the Alvin. 
First of Herbert revivals played ca- 
pacity until Lent, which cut takings 
l'almost in half. At that, around $19,- 
|/000 and considered excellent. 
|} Nixon was dark for the first time 
since before Xmas. “Vanity Fair,” 
formerly “Padlocks of 1930,” cur- 
ent. Nothing in for next week, but 








Hot Chocolates” and a fortnight of 
Strange Interlude follow 

Sharp stock had “Salt Wate 
first stock release of Frank Craven 
comedy, and held up nicely. 

ibm songs Publicity handled by 
{ } id ‘ 17 } r€ ll, Torme p “ n 
the Kastman Co 
| — 

Weekly in Colors 
George [. Deélacourt, who pube- 


lishes three film fan magazines, will 


soon release a weekly rotogravure 
of 48 pages with cover in four 
+colors to sell for 10 cents. 

It will print news in terse form 
for the screen disciples and will 
run off 800,000 copies for the initial 

No Kidding Vallee 
Rudy Valilee’s book looks like a 


fair seller. Dutton, publisher, printed 
|; an edition of 5,000 and a week after 
| publication duplicated the order to 
the printers. Surprise came when 
‘hens literary boys didn't kid the tome. 
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for 





over | 


pull ! 
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Shoalell’s 


eA BROADWAY AT 46th 





ery 


little feet 





in those smaller 


sizes of 


1 
2 


Sh oe Shop Open 










MILLER 
Beautyful Hosiery 


Or 


Cinderella feet are never out o luck at the 
|. Miller Broadway Shop for here are extra 
small sizes in hosiery in just as many shades 
and grades as average sizes show. .. And, 
what is even more intriguing, you.may buy 
these tiny sizes of 7% and 8 in shorter 
lengths to reach just past your knee, or 


longer lengths to meet brief underthings. 


until 9 P. M. 
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Colored 


Broadcaster in Harlem 


Wants Radio Station, 100% Negro 


Harlem Broadcasting Corp., 


ored radio organization, which has 
been broadcasting on bought time 
over the large stations and chains, 


is negotiating for its own station in 
New York. 


If landing the station it seeks, the | 


colored group will apply for higher 
wave length and regular air time 
estimated by the 
that at the 
time there are 20,000 receiving sets 
in Harlem home use. Colored popu- 
lation of Harlem, prin 

in New York, is around 
Another figure advanced 
colored radio outfit is that against 
about five radio dealers between 
125th and 145th streets in the negro 
section prior to 1928, there are more 


It is 
broadcasters 


negro 


district 
500,000. 
by the 


manuta¢ 


present | 


than 50 now. 

In its paid for air space the Har- 
lem Broadcasting Corp. has been} 
using all-colored talent and intends | 
to continue on the 100% basis with 
its own station, if secured The 


radio group figures a station of its 


own would dco much to give the rac 


mo: : in politics, ete 
Artists’ bureau of three, compris- 
ing Deacon Johnson, Charies A.| 


Elgar and William C, 
dles the talent. 


Elkins han- 


Shuberts Settle 


Shuberts have settled for $550 the | 
claim of Harden Church, who sued | 
the producing firm on a song writ- 
ing contract for $3,000. 

Church alleged an agreement to} 
compose a tune for the musical | 
“Under the Red Robe.” It was the 
“March of the Cavaliers,’ used in 
the show. 

O’Brien, Malevinsky & Driscoll 
represented Church in the action. 


Max Stark with Publix 


Max Stark, formerly president of 
Green & Stept, zces with the Pub- 


lix music department about March 
ry F 

Stark will be a- departmental 
head, reported to be that of the 


sales department. 








Carlton Kelsey 
5128 Marathon St. 
HOLLYWOOD 

















«| DRUMMER CAUSED BAND! 


ON AIR TO BE AIRED 


and Flowers” melodies to 
employees of the 
turers of perfume got tem- 
permental last The ait 
in record time and now one of those 
$1,200 phonographs is in its place. 
This is what happened, and the 
name of the company, here and in 
Paris, with goods displayed all over 
the world, isn’t mentioned because 
the servant who tells the yarn fig- 
ures it'll know and he would fol- 
low the band. 

The 
some 
the 
into 


biggest 


one of 


week. 


playboys were annoyed hy 
renovating work, especially 
The leader stepped 
boss's office after much 
and told the big gent it 
affording too much competi- 
tion for the drummer; that it would 
have to stop or they wouldn’t ac- 
company the perfume workers 1t 
their odoriferous trade any longer 

It so happened that a salesman 
for one of those expansive boxes 
had just finished giving said boss 
an exhaustive talk that got more 
futile as the price was neared. Thus 
is attributed the trend toward 
things mechanical of a _ delicate 
flower -presser. 


drummer. 
the 
pounding 


Was 


Sheet Music as Family 
24-Sheet; Par’s Idea| 


Looking to exploitation of the 
Paramount name by playing it up 
on the covers of sheet music, Par’s 
music . department, under Morris 
Press, contends this is qa miniature 
24 sheet placed in the homes of 
prospective theatre patrons and 
selling tickets from all piano racks. 
idea is to get the music 
into homes at least six weeks before 
the picture opens. 


Press's 


AUSTIN FIGHTS JUDGMENT 


Gene Austin, Inec., through its 
attorney, Robert Aronstein, has ap- 
pealed the case of F, Henri Klick- 
man, arranger. Klickman was re- 
cently awarded $100 damages 
against Austin on the grounds that 
he made an arrangement for them 
and was not paid. 

Austin counter-claimed that he 

yas not to be paid unless the ar- 
rangement made was satisfactory to 
them, which they allege it was not. 








LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 





| IRVING AARONSON | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
“RED STANLEY” and PHIL SAXE 


AT 
ROMAN POOL’S CASINO 
Miami Beach, Florida 


MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
9 SEASONS ON BROADWAY 
En Tour 
Opening Soon at the Million Dollar 
Arcadia Ballroom, B’way and 53rd St. 
Management 
CHARLES SHIRBMAN, Salem, Mass. 

















——_—____ 


| VINCENT LOPEZ | 








and His ORCHESTRA 


ST. REGIS HOTEL 
New York City 








GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
HOLLYWCOD, CALIF. 
With SID GRAUMAN 
VICTOR RECORDS 











ee 


FROM DETROIT 


JEAN GOLDKETTE| 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: 812 Book Tower 
DETROIT 


| TAL HENRY | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 














Warner Bros.-Vitaphone Artists 


Exclusive Management 
Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway. New York 








| B. A. ROLFE | 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 
Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 


Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 
Edison Ace Recording Orchestra 








| ANSON WEEKS | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now in Third Year at tne 


HOTEL MARK HOPKINS 


San Francisco 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 








|PAUL WHITEMAN| 





And His Greater Orchestra 


Completing 
“KING OF JAZZ” 
for Universal! 
Personal Kep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 


Gus Kahn for “Whoopee” — 
. Chicago, March 11. 
Gus Kahn is leaving for the coast 
soon. He will work with Walter 
Donaldson on United Artists’ ver- 
sion of “Whoopee,” starring Eddie 
Cantor, 








A band well paid to play Hearts | 
SORES | 


OWES BUSSE BAND $4,300 


Nite Club Bal Tabarin 
Big Red Bust 





Detroit 





Detroit, March 11. 
Henry Busse and band closed at 
the Bal Tabarin, in the Hotel Addi- 
son, Sunday night. Busse left, un- 





| 
| 





iwas paid out. 
came | 


able to collect $4,300 in salary. He 
offered to settle for three, but evi- 
dently the owners couldn't raise the 
money. 

Bal Tabarin opened last fall and 
made a few dollars until Dec. 1, 
when business dropped off. A good 
New Year's biz and that’s about 
all. Of money taken in very little 
Finally creditors got 
and a friendly re- 


too ambitious 


iceiver was appointed, Louis Tucker, 


itle Farms in 


local attorney. 

Place operated by Jack 
Green, who formerly 
ern, a road house. Before that they 
operated a speak at 25 Duffield St. 
The law objected last summer and 
they opened the Tavern. 

Other acts crying for their dough. 
Busse went from Lere to the Cas- 
Cincinnati.. 


and Al 


ran the Taw 
AUR LEO Ruy 


DISC EXPORTS OFF IN ’29 


Washington, March 11, 

Musical instruments, and parts 
thereof, continue to go up, accord- 
ing to Commerce Department ex- 
port figures for 1929, which show 
an increase of 4.4% 1928. 

Total valuation 
1929 at $18,931,936. 

Records for phonographs dropped, 
though this was offset considerably 
by exports of the instruments them- 
selves. Disks accounted for 27% of 
the entire exports to Latin America, 
our leading market, while the 
phonographs took care of 54° in 
that same market. 

Canada is the second best market. 
Asia, third. Strong competition 
from German and British manufac- 
turers in the European market, 
though keeping the figure down, 
have failed to stop a healthy in- 
crease each year, it is stated. 


over 


is set down for 





De S. B. & H.’s Fox-UA 
Scores by Own Firm 


De Sylva, Brown and Henderson 
will leave New York for the coast, 
March 16. They will start work 
upon their arrival there on another 
screen musical for Fox, then they 
move to United Artists for one pic- 
ture. 

All numbers and scores used in 
both productions will be published 
by the De Sylva Brown and Hen- 
derson firm and their agents in 
foreign countries. It was generally 
believed that Red Star would pub- 
lish the Fox tunes and Berlin the 
UA numbers, but the boys would 
not contract to produce the pictures 
unless they retained all publishing 
rights to their music. 


Rochester’s Costly Music 


Rochester, Mar. 11. 

Rochester Civic Music Assn. has 
been organized to finance and di- 
rect professional musical activities 
in city. First move will be cam- 
paign March 24 to raise $150,000, 
about $20,000 more than last year. 
This is in addition to about $120,000 
George Eastman makes available 
from Publix rent of Eastman, 
Regent and Piccadilly theatres and 


taxes on property turned back to 
city. 
Plan is to continue civic orches- 


tra concerts broadcast by radio for 
all schools, two-day visit of Metro- 
politan Opera Company and series 
of evening concerts by noted art- 
ists. 

New financing plan pools dona- 
tions of wealthy music supporters 
and public, rather than seeking to 
get $60,000 or more from latter 
group, which was considerable of a 
struggle last year. 


Agent’s $1,800 Verdict 
Pittsburgh, March 11, 

Judgment for $1,800 in favor of 
William Morris, Broadway booking 
agent, was returned here last week 
against Jay Mills, m. c., at Enright. 
Morris alleged that he booked Mills 
with Warners on a two-year con- 
tract basis in 1928 with the under- 
standing that he was to receive 
10%. 

Mills, it is claimed failed to up- 
hold his end of the agreement and 
the court decreed that under the 
contract Morris showed he was en- 
titled to commissicn. Mills’ con- 
tract still has almost another year 
to run. 





MACHINE SALES BIG, BUT | 





Polite Version? 





Chic Sale made a record of 
his book, “The Specialist,” for 
Brunswick. 

Book was cleaned tp and re- 
written for the recording. 


WISECRACKS ON RAID 
TIED UP GEORGIE PRICE 


Miami, March 11, 

Club Lido was panicked Friday 
when the sheriff and several depu- 
ties made a surprise appearance 
taking most everything in sight— 
even Georgie Price. So far as could 
be learned, Price was held for wise- 
cracking. He was unlocked after a 
few hours. 

Raid almdst took on effect of a 
special extra show when the sheriff 
togk the floor center to ad lib 
“Weren't the boys being taken care 
of?” 

Seems from the lowdown that the 
county officers were just naturally 
bent for Frank Garlasso’s paradise. 
The night previous, according to in- 
side info, when the sheriff appeared 
with a warrant against the band 
drummer for unpaid instruments, 
Garlasso put the slug on. He left 
hooked when the cops wouldn’t doff 
their hats. 

Garlasso 














spent a night in jail, 
getting out the following morning 
on $1,000 bail. Dope is that the 
raid spells the season's closing act 
for the Lido. 

Had Cops Burning 

How Price got out of jail so quick- 
ly with the police burning because 
he had wise cracked. the cops had 
not gotten paid off while the raid 
was on, is that Capt. Tom Kelly of 
the local Legion got Mayor Reeder 
out of bed to go to the jail and 
order Price’s release. 

The Legion’s benefit performance 
at $3 top at the Olympia, Miami, 
was packed, and with Price billed 
as the headliner. While the house 
was waiting for him Dave Roth 
and Don Lanning, running the show, 
heard about Price’s jam. They went 
to Capt. Kelly, who called at the 
jail, but could not secure the come- 
dian’s release. 

The benefit may have saved Price 
from a slugging, as the cops were 
furious over the crack, although 
they didn’t state whether the jest 
was all fun or not. 

Club Lido is closed for season. 





TRIO OF HOUSE ORGANS 


Robbins Starts Another—Geo. Lott- 
man Hustling on Triple Job 


Robbins Music Company is knee- 
deep in house organs, having just 
started its fourth one, “Broadway 
Melodies.” It will be distributed 
gratis to approximately 8,000 music 
dealers, jobbers and merchants. 

Other house organs published by 
Robbins are “Round Robbins,” with 
about 50 copies for the sales crew; 
“Robbins Record Monthly,” running 
1,500 for officials, artists and ex- 
ploiters of the mechanicals, and 
“Robbins Radio Bulletin,” for pro- 
gram directors, entertainers, con- 
tinuity writers, and executives with 
around 2,000 distributed. 

George Lottman is the hustling 
editor. 


“Stein Song’s” Re-birth 


An interesting example of the 
manner in which old time music 
gets resurrected and starts again 
selling, is that of Carl Fisher’s 
“Stein Song.” 

Fisher has been publishing this 
piece for the past 20 years. It was 
and still is the campus song of 
the University 0f Maine. For years 
it had been obsolete and forgotten. 

Suddenly, a few weeks ago, a de- 
mand for the tune started due to 
the plugs of some of the popular 
bands, who took a liking to the col- 
legiate number. The song is sell- 
ing today like a new number and is 





in the east. 





Wins Amateur Contest 

Chap named Irving Fields won 
Paul Spech's opportunity contest, 
held to secure the best song ama- 
teur tunesmiths. 

Shapiro-Bernstein 
the number titled: 
tage.” 


will publish 
“In a Little Cot- 





Zahier’s Two Jobs 
Hollywood, March i). 
Less Zahler is at Tiffany to write 
original scores for all silent ver- 
sions for foreign release. Zahler 
will also furnish the scores for 
Radio shorts. 





Radio Fans Avid 
For Private Data 


On Ether Idols 


Public facts about 
their 


newepapers and syndicates devoting 


demand for 


radio idols has resulted ir 


an increasing amount of attention 
to publicity chatter dealing with 
the home life, personalities and 
other intimate details of radio 
celebrities. This is the same type 
of- character sketches and inter- 
views that has long been a fam- 
iliar part of the screen and stage. 

One St. Louis paper, the Star, re- 
cently sent a representative to New 
York for the sole purpose of writ- 


ing personality interviews with 
famous radio entertainers. Repre- 
sentative spent two weeks doing 


14 interviews of radio greats, all of 
the articles of the “personality” 
type. 

Hearst Syndicate is also going 
after stories revolving around the 
private life of ether folks. They 
are using them in the same man- 
ner as the fan stories of film celebs 
are used. A sob sister, represent- 
ing the syndicate, makes the chain 
offices her hangout and frequently 
will write four interviews a day. 

Like all persons in the limelight, 
the ozone players put thumbs down 
when it comes to giving interviews 
to high school or college. mags. 
These, they consider to be entirely 
negative and just a waste of time. 





Publix Organists Move 


Several organists have been trans- 
ferred by Publix. Arthur Martel, 
featured at the Met, Boston, console, 
has been assigned to Springfield, 
Mass., for six weeks, to allow the 
Boston de luxer to replace the pres- 
ent Skinner organ with a Wurlitzer. 
Brad Braley, organist in Springfield, 
has been shifted to the Stadium, 
Woonsocket, in the meantime. 


Other assignments are Harold 
Ramsay from the Minnesota, Min- 
neapolis, to the Granada, San Fran- 
cisco, and engagement of Beatrice 
Ryan as feature organist at the 
Eastman, Rochester. Ramsay is not 
being replaced in Minneapolis. 





Young-Lewis Apart 
Joe Young and Sam Lewis who 
have been a songwriting team to- 
gether for more than ten years, 
have split. 
Both boys working for Remicks, 








A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East ef Broadway ——— 











now listed among the best 25 songs 


LEO REISMAN 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


_Here, indeed, 
yf modern 
ultra-smart 


are the aristocrats 
dansapatioun. At the 
New York rendezvous, 
the Central Park Casino, and in 
his WEAF broadcasts during the 
RKO hour, Mr. Reisman selects his 
programs with great care, for lis 
auditors are the cream of those who 
discriminate 

That's 
cludes, on his 
Tibbetts song hit 7 
“WHEN I'M LOOKING AT YOU’ 
from Metro-Gokiwyn-Mayer’s electri- 
spectacle, The Rogue 


why he consistently in- 
programs, Lawrence 


fying film 
Song.”’ 
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Last Pact Broken, 


Disc Makers 


Want Another—Much Rehashing 





+ 
[ 
Washington, March 11. 


Chairman Vestal of the House | 


Patents Committee hopes that on | 


April 1 the songwriters and 


chanical manufacturers will come} 
nefore the committee with some new 


me- | 


ideas and “not rehash a lot of old} 
stuff.” 

This hope was expressed by the | 
Congressman sponsoring the new 


bill to eliminate the two cents roy- |} 
alty and compulsory licensing clauses 
of the present Copyright Act. 
Quibbling will put the _ entire 
situation in exactly the same posi- 
tion as during the last session when 
after weeks of hearings an agree- | 
ment was reached wherein the copy- | 
right owner was given the right 
to bargain, thus eliminating any set 
royalty. To that, however, was tied 
the provision that when he did grant 
the right to one company every} 
other company could reproduce it] 
on the same terms. Details of the | 
original transaction were to be de- | 
posited at the Copyright Office here | 





as a public record. }and both KGO and WGY, 


Story behind the failure of last 
year’s agreement came out when 
George D. Beattys, representing the | 





6 NBC STATIONS PAY 
MORE FOR ’31 MUSIC: 


NBC 


blanket contract 


| 
Of the eight network sta- 


tions whose with | 
the American Society of Composers, 
} 


Authors and Publishers for the use | 


of copyrighted songs expires Jan. 1} 


of each year, six will pay more for 
; next year contracts. 
For 1931 the two NBC stations 


will pay an additional $25,000 for | 
stations WJZ and | 
WEAF paid $25,000 each for 1930. | 
For 1931 each will pay $37,000. Other | 
four statiéns on which the scale was | 


contracts. Both 


raised are WBZ, Springfield, Mass., 
and three stations controlled by 
Electric—KOA, Denver; KGO, Oak- 


land, Cal., and WGY, Schenectady, | 


a 

Westinghouse station WBZ is now 
paying $5,000. For 1931 it will be 
tapped exactly twice as much. KOA, 
which paid $3,500, goes up to $5,000, 
now sepa- 
rately paying $5,000, will each pay 
$7,500 for 1931. 

Other two stations whose blanket 


Aeolian Co., was arguing for a con-| contracts with the society expired 


tinuance of the compulsory phases, 
but willing to drop the fixed roy- 
alty feature. Beattys was quoting 
from the record statements made 
Chairman Vestal at the last hear- 
ing. He was growing enthusiastic 
when Mr. Vestal interrupted and 
told him the reason agreement had 
not gone through was because the 
mechanical reproducers had broken 
faith. Beattys’ answer was that 
such should make no difference and 
that the committee should 
over again. 

Col. Wm. J. Donovan, former as- 
sistant to the Attorney General, was 
represented with a request to file 
a brief. Gene Buck brought it out 
that Col. Donovan was representing 
not only Victor, and through that 
company, RCA, but also Brunswick, 
Columbia and the Aeolian company. 

Mr. Vestal hopes to report the bill 
in a form agreed upon by all fac- 
tions. He has expressed the belief 
that he has sufficient support in the 
House to get favorable action. 

Plea put forward by Arthur W. 
Weil, copyright expert of the Hays 
organization, to throw the mechani- 
cal phase into a general revision bill 
due to the fact that unless action 
were taken before the end of 1931, 
the U. S. could not enter the Berne 
Convention for world protection, 
would not enter into the present 
negotiations. The Berne Convention 
phase is looked upon as important, 
however, by all factions. 

Amendment to the compulsory li- 
cense clause of the copyright law, 
now pending before the Patent 
Committee in Washington, is not 
the same amendment which the 
M. P. P. A. has been fighting to put 
in effect for the past five years. 
Amendment was changed this year, 
although many are under the im- 
pression that it is still the same. 

Previous amendment was to per- 
mit the publishers te increase disc 
royalties from 2c to any sum de- 
manded, but when once agreed with 
one recording company for one sum, 
the others had the privilege t., use 
the copyrighted song for the same 
sum. 

Under the new amendment, pub- 
lishers may charge whatever they 
desire to each individual recording 
company, and can also bar it from 
being used by certain mechanicals, 
if they so desire. 





RED STAR’S FOREIGN RIGHTS 


Victor Alberti, Berlin publisher, 
now in New York, is negotiating 
with Pat Flaherty for the Central 
European rights to the Red Star 
Music Catalog. 

It is reported that John Abbott 
(Francis, Day & Hunter), who ar- 
rives in New York this week will 
negotiate for the same rights for 
his firm. 


ROMBERG’S BROADCAST 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Sigmund Romberg, on his way to 
New York, will be guest conductor 





Jan. 1 will pay no increase. These 
are NBC’s WRC, Washington, D. C., 
which pays $5,000, and KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, which pays $10,000. 

All together, it is reported there 
are 74 stations in the NBC network 
which individually pay for blanket 
contracts. Since these contracts ex- 
pire at other dates than Jan. 1, so- 
ciety has not reported whether in- 
creases have been instituted or not. 

For the use of copyrighted music 


try it| controlled by publishers not mem- 


bers of the society, the stations pay 
the publishers each time such a song 
is used and according to what the 
publisher requests. If used on a 
commercial hour, this is charged 
back to the firm financing the hour. 





Station’s Complaint Calls 
For Songwriters’ Meeting 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Bobby Crawford has called a 
meeting for next week of all song 
men affiliated with the Warner 
group. Purpose is to inquire into 
and correct the complaint of Sta- 
tion KFWB, Warner-owned and op- 
erated, that station can’t get suffi- 
cient co-operation and has to resort 
to outside firms for material. 

Why competitive plugs should be 
permitted this break is the question 
that will be asked and the alibis 
received. 





Composing Hand Burned 


Mildred Appleton, describing her- 
self as a composer and former mem- 
ber of the Chicago Opera Company, 
appeared in the Supreme Court Fri- 
day for the trial of a suit for $25,- 
, 000 against her former landlord, 
Charles Rubinger, 137 East 26th 
street, because burns to her left 
hand caused a six months’ delay in 
composing an operetta. 

Her hand was useless for six 
months, she said, because an elec- 
tric light bulb broke when she 
turned on the current in her foom 
and the accompanying flame put 
her hand out of business. She 
claimed authorship of “Alabama 
Moon,” “If Dreams Could Bring Me 
to You,” and “Am I Falling in Love 
With You?” 





RCA Hearing Refused 


Washington, March 11. 

Federal Trade Commission has 
refused tp quash its complaint 
against RCA on the charge that 
the corporation is violating the 
anti-trust laws in the manufactur- 
ing and selling of radio tubes. 

RCA asked for the dismissal and 
for a hearing on the motion but the 
commission refused both, ordering 
— taking of testimony. 





BOB COLE AT G-H 


Hollywood, March 11. 


Bob Cole, former song plugger, 





of a half hour program of Romberg | who some time ago went into the 


music to be broadcast by the N.B.C. |insurance 
get $3,000 for his |pointed general sales and exploita- | 
ition manager for Goodman-Hand- | 


chain. He will 
trouble. " 
Romberg remains in the east 


eight weeks to complete the second 
Romberg-Hammerstein operetta for | 
Warners, i 


business, has been ap- 


man Music Publishing Co. 

Firm has tie-up with Univer- 
sal and is to publish all U songs 
exclusively. 


— —_- 











Babe Tags Honor Pub. 


Charlie Bayha’s son, named 
Jack Elliot Bayha, and the heir 
of Harry Goldfield of Paul 
Whiteman’s orchestra named 
Harold Elliot Goldfield, have 
the same namesake. 

Popular guy is Elliot Sha- 


piro of Shapiro, Bernstein. 


Radio “Schools” 
Thrive—Replace | 
Film Rackets 











More revelations of racketeering 


|} going on 





over the 
that 
National Association of Broad- | 


radio via small} 


stations are not members of 


| the 
| casters and have few ethical stand- | 
ards. 

Any called 


the 


number of so “radio 


schools” which are run in fol- 
lowing manner: An hour is obtained 
cn some small station and a group 


of “students” are gotten 


the air at this hour. 


to go on 


are charged tuition 


’ 


| ‘students’ for | 
their “schooling” on the air at this 
hour, and are assured that they are 
| being prepared for and taught how 
to do radio work. There are any 
number of performers around Broad- 
| way or other persons in the city 
| anxious to do radio work who have 
fallen for this racket. There are 
at least three hours devoted to these 
schools over one mid-town station. 
Up in the Bronx there is a “radio 
school” for children. Man and wife 
have an hour for a children’s broad- 
cast. Mothers of the kids listen in 
and come to the “school” in droves, 
leading their children by the hand. 
They will pay anything to get their 
children in the school and hear 
their voices over the air. An actor 
has been hired as an instructor. 


together | 
] 





Cheap hours are also used for 
| matrimonial agency advertising. 
One such agency broadcasting from 
Brooklyn was visited by a Variety 
sobbie. Address of the agency had 
been given although those interest- 
ed were urged to write rather than 
call and send five dollars and a 
picture. No one could be found 
to give any information. Agency 
must be addressed by mail Variety’s 
reporter was told. 

“Radio schools” seem to be tak- 
ing the place of the many talking 
picture schools which have been 
somewhat disrupted by adverse 
publicity, although there are still 
a few of the latter about the city 
which advertise free voice tests, 
and charge their pupils $25 for a 
cheap record of their voice and $10 
for a string of still pictures sim- 
ilar to those obtainable at a pic- 
ture automat for 25 cents. 





Music Teacher Discovers 
She Wrote “Jeannine” 


Los Angeles, March 11. 

After waiting for almost two 
years, Betty Humphrey, a music 
school marm from Michigan State 
College, has filed a plagiarism suit 
against First National Pictures and 
the Feist Publishing Company for 
infringement on the number, “Jean- 
nine, I Dream of Lilac Time,” theme 


of F. N.’s “Lilac Time.” 
Miss Humphrey asks $25,000 
damages, also an injunction re- 


straining use and sale of the song, 
and an accounting on all previous 
monies made on the number. Her 
complaint alleges she wrote a song 
called “Lilac Time,” prior to the 
time the picture of the same name 
was made, which F. N. turned back 
after considering it for some time. 
Miss Humphrey complains that the 
ensuing “Jeannine” song in the pic- 
ture is hers, with slight but “unim- 
portant” changes. Known credited 
composer of “Jeannine” is Nat 
Shilkret. 


WANT NEW ANTHEM 








The | 





Albany, N. Y., March 11. 
Substitution of a composition 

known as “The New America” in 

place of “The Star-Spangled Ban- 


ner” as the national anthem was |! 
asked of the state legislature. | 

Support toward this end was 
sought by Carl C. Countryman; 
Rochester, compose: of the substi- 
tute, on behalf of “The League of 


{}Young Americans.” 


|} bas kwoods fol-de-rol]. 
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75,000 Visit N. B. C. in 6 Months: 


Public Made Comfy at Free Show 





CANNED AIR HOURS 
NEAR SHOWING DATE 


The n i < ine 
era for he ali is a ed \ 1 
142 stations, uding WOR nd 
WNYC, are under contract to give 
mechanical hours” consideration at 
the rate of one each week rhe 
debut program is scheduled for 
March 234 

The record element, with its cum 


bersomeness, is eliminated Under 


the system being used by one of the 


been opened at 1600 Broadway by 
ithe Radio Cinema Vision—Interna- 
tional Broadcasting Corp., com 
i bined on the canned move. 

The first hour has not yet been 


recorded, but officials of the inter- 
ests, which are headed by Malcolm 
Strauss and have an advisory staff, 
say the initial strip will be ready for 
reproéuction within another few 
weeks. 


Colored Show for 
Village Spot, Reopening 


Peacock Inn, Greenwich Village, 
which has been dark for three years, 
will relight as a nite club next week 
(March 17) under management of 
James Sisto, vaude actor. 

Sisto has renamed it the Planta- 
tion. Colored floor show, with $1 
couvert nick on week nights and $2 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 
Julius’ Troubadours, colored orches- 
tra, will dispense dance music. 


The Air Line 


By Mark Vance 


Johnny Tucker and Joe Schuster 
WOR versatile duo; struck a some- 
what different angle for air birds 
with their imitations of radio an- 
nouncers; chance here to change 
celebs each time on air. These boys 
sing and Schuster gets hot on the 
ivories. Tea Room sketches WOR 
sounded a new wrinkle for intro- 
ducing Gladys Thornton. She tells 
how easy it is to start a tea room 
and what to do with it. 


Alice Remsen’s Moment 

Alice Remsen has long been 
known as a book connoisseur; the 
NVA club librarian in New York, 
but fast winning a name as a radio 
entertainer; sang from WJZ; has 
sweet, melodious voice and makes 
every word come over; varied her 


style by singing a little jaunty 
semi-comedy number, “Washing 
Dishes,” and then shifted to a 


straight selection, “Like qa Dream.” 
One singer who understands using 
the mike. Floyd Gibbons doing a 
Jack Fillman with his nightly news 
spiel for “Literary Digest’; nothing 


flashy about Gibbons, nor stagey; 
just air experienced. 
Vallee’s Tribute 
Charles Rosoff’s clown band 
(WGBS) belies the name; just a 


band that could stand improvement. 
Checker Cabbies (WOR) had Bobby 


Reinhart as m. c. Music satisfac- 
tory. Rudy Vallee during his 
Fleischman Hour (WEAF) did a 


sax solo, and then paid Rudy Wei- 
doft a great tribute. 
Bernie Cummins Popuiar 
Marcella Shields and Phil Carlin 
stepping in to add a little more class 
to Dixie Circus period, WJZ. Miss 


Shields, crossfiring with Carlin, 
eliminated the kids asking the clown 
questions. Change noticeable. Ber- 
nie Cummins and his New Yorker 
hotel band (WEAF) showinz more 
class than when they started; re- 
| ception immense and music as a 


| whole making Cummins popular. 





Calling Dances 


At all hours of the dav and night 
broadcasting studios are crowded 
with visitors. 

Neither the National nor the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting companies at- 
tempts to keep the people out 
They are made co fortably at home 
in the waiting rooms where they 
can watch the program through 
glass pariitions and those who have 
tickets go into the studio to watch. 


All that is needed in the broad- 
casting reception rooms is bridge 
tables and cracked ice. There -are 
many hostesses to attend to visitors’ 


|}needs and show them politely about. 


Performers too are conscious of 
i}their bodily audience. They cut up 
no end and many of them always 


icome_ to 


the studios in evening 


| clothes. 


| first promoters of canned music. the 
hour’s program comes in a little can 
not much larger than that which} 
accommodates a half pound of to- 
bacco. In this, like film, is coiled 
tape on which the recording has 
been made, 

Studios and business offices have | 


Funny thing about the visitors in 
the waiting rooms outside of the 
studio, is that they want to hear 
the actors voices through the parti- 
tion rather than over the radio in 
the waiting room “We are really 
hearing them from in there,” they 
i say, pressing their ears to. the 
iglass, “it isn’t the radio voice we 
are hearing now.” This makes a 


| 


| 
| 
| 


big difference and is what everyone 


jhas come for. 


| 


| play 


| 


Some of the visitors want to get 
inside to distribute cough drops to 
the preformers. Others yearn to 
the piano for a few minutes 


| with some of the musicians, or ask 


grand stand players at 
| grams. 








| 


the “net works.” 
announcers are 


to see 
The the 
radio 

their 


greatest 
pro- 
They strut stuff 
plenty. 

When word gets around that any 
well known star is to broadcast the 
studios are simply overrun. There 
are always interesting visitors too, 
who are part of the performance. 
One night last week when Will Hays 
was watching at N.B.C. a flock of 
visitors followed him about from 
program to program. 

This going from program to pro- 
gram is something that the visitors 
do anyway. They make a practice 


of it and spend an entire evening of 


free entertainment. 
N.B.C. Statistics 
During the month of September 
10,467 visitors and 4,963 artists were 
in the building during the day and 


night, Other figures are: 

October, 12,616 visitors; 6,429 
artists. 

November, 12,721 visitors; 6,465 
artists, 

December, 13,426 visitors; 7,297 
artists. 

January, 14,095 visitors, 6,501 
artists. 

February, 2,589 visitors; 5,808 
artists. 





LEIGHTON BRILL EAST 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Leighton Brill, aide to Sigmund 
Romberg and Oscar Hammerstein, 
2d, is being sent to New York by 
Jack Warner. He will confer with 
Otto Harbach and Jerome Kern in 
preparing their first screen operetta 
for First National. 





Not in “Nights” 
Hollywood, March 11. 

Fred Waring’s band will not play 
the “hot” sequences in Warners’ 
“Viennese Nights” as reported. 

Outfit will not do any picture 
work until following the local run 
in their musical show at the Mason. 
Boys expect to do their own 
flicker. 





Kaintuck Road House Burns 
Louisville, March 11. 
The 8-Mile Road House went up 
in smoke last week. The 8-Mile 
House was established 43 years ago 
by the late Martin Ochsner as a 
tavern in the days when stage 
coaches were used. 





and Boy Scout banquet, on both 
WEAF and WJZ, featured by talks 





j some 


Stars of Melody (WJZ) somewhat | 


arty in nature. 
do so badly with his solo, “The Last 
Hour.” That Pickard Family on 
WJZ is an odd conglomeration in its 
old-fashioned 


square dance with the calls and 
“Arkansaw Traveler music over 
oke. “Men About Town” in their 


regular period (WJZ) scored; fast 


becoming one of the best bets on 
' this station Lou Harold and or 
chestra (WGRBS) ame over ist 
fairly; may improve in time Gil 


Judson House didn't | 


by scout founder, Lord Robert 
taden-Powell. Josef Koestner has 
nifty band in that Armour 
program (WJZ). Armstrong Quak- 
ers (WJZ) continue along !ines of 
initial broadcast. Pleasing, but 
nothing out of the stereotyped. 


True Story NSG 


Howard's Fashion Plates (WABC) 
over okay with Freddie Rich's band 
music. U. 8, Navy band (WABC) 
in one of its “you can always tell 
wil band” programs; same goes 
for the army band. And if a num- 
ber doesn't come just right, then one 
must he patriotic and say nothing. 


’ period (W ABC) not so 


True Story 
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English Actor's: Predicament a 





(Continued from Page 61) 


Dottridge and Longden, John A. 
Aitken, Winifred Maude, Ethel Van 
Praage, the Kimberleys, Lingford 
Carson, and Moule and Nicholls 
played 52 weeks in the year, year 
in and year out, and it was nothing 
unusual for an actor to join one of 
them as a small part player, practi- 
cally spending his life under the 
same management. 

Today, touring companies are run 
like grocers’ shops and are merely 
cheap machine-made replicas of 
West End productions. A couple 
of leads, and the rest of the cast 
young people who like touring for 
the fun of the thing. No place for 
the experienced vet pro. The only 
chance he has is in one of the minor 
stock companies. Failing that he 
can only hang around in the hope 
of getting a day or two's crowd 
work in some picture studio. 

The different organizations sup- 
posedly for the help and protection 
of the actor are worse than useless 
and never under the best circum- 
stances have been much better, 


Senior Body Blah 


The senior, the Actors’ Association 
now something like 50 years old, 
moved from King Street, Covent 
Garden, when the officers were dig- 
nified, to others above a pastry- 
cook’s shop in St. Martin’s Lane. At 
the best it did little or nothing for 
the working actor besides taking 
subscriptions and selling a little red 
book full of landladies’ addresses; 
it did not even guarantee the “digs” 
as good, 

After the move from Covent Gar- 
den, it rapidly went to the dogs. Its 
secretary and his assistants devel- 
oped Socialistic ideas of the worst 
type and brought in politics. Try- 
ing to copy the Variety Artists Fed- 
eration, it held a pistol to the man- 
agers, but the powder was worse 
than damp and the managers only 
laughed. 

Today the A. A. exists in a squalid 
and meager attic above the office and 
private theatre of a manager, since 
knighted, whose idea of salaries ran 
on the “one a week basis,” in other 
words a guinea was the wage paid 
to the majority of youngsters play- 
ing in his touring companies of the 
Drury Lane dramas and the bigger 
number of these had been pupils at 
his school. Nobody knows how the 
old association exists, but its staff 
appears to be one devoted woman 
who is practically giving her time, 
and a man who has grown old in 
the service. 

The work of Sidney Valentine, 
who practically gave his life for his 
poorer brethren, has gone for noth- 
ing, and what is known as the Val- 
entine contract has not the value of 
waste paper. 

Stage Guild 

Came the Stage Guild, Utopian 
organization with fine offices, large 
staff, everything but the real wel- 
fare of its members at heart. It had 
artists, managers, authors sections 
and the great idea was to bring all 
branches together. The profession 
flocked to the banner, and for a time 
subscriptions poured in. Then in- 
terest died down, members fell into 
arrears, interest became lukewarm, 
the grand council and the various 
committees lost the confidence of 
the people. 

The Agency, presided over by a 
supposedly influential man, got few 
jobs for actors. Today the Guild is 
going west. The present snanager 
of the agency has been fired on a 
technical excuse. He is bringing an 
action. It is openly said that mem- 
bers of the staff are waiting for ar- 
rears of salary. Members of the 
Council have seceded, and the end 
is not far off. 

The Actors’ Club died some few 
years ago, mainly because it was 
not a club, but a meeting place for 
scandalmongers and toadies. 

British Equity 
Now the British Actors’ Equity. 
This sounds good, but it remains to 
. be seen what it will do Following 
on one or two crowded and enthusi- 
astic meetings, a sort of working 
council has been formed. It is 
hoped the B. A. E. will be able to 
2 take the place of the old A. A. on 
sounder lines. Its movements have 
been more or less secret. Although 
several papers and members of the 
profession have had draft copies of 
the constitution, those most inter- 
ested, the two remaining members 
of the Actors’ Association executive 
staff, have not seen one. 

The advisory committee consists 
of Godfrey Tearle, once an impor- 
tant member of the Stage Guild 
Grand Council; Fisher White, 
siaunch adherent to the A. A.; 


” 


| theatre 


Lewin Mannering; Bromley Daven- 
port; Coulson Gilmour, practically 
a newcomer without professional 
status; Dame May ‘Whitty; Brian 
Aherne. 

The aims of this new scheme are 
even more elaborate and fantasic 
than those of the Guild, for it plans 
the possession of its own West End 
and touring companies. 
Many thousands of players are al- 
ready said to have put their names 
on its membership application 
forms, without guarantee that the 
enthusiasts of today will pay their 
subscriptions tomorrow. 

Meanwhile the capitalist manager 
will do just as he likes, as he al- 
ways has done. As in the case of 
the A. A., protests will be made 
against certain things and given all 
publicity, but 24-hours after a fur- 
ther statement will be issued to the 
effect that, having been interviewed 
by a delegation, the delinquent man- 
ager has explained his case and the 
explanation found satisfactory. Even 
an actor-delegate, be he ever so full 
of love for his cause, is not going 
to incur the wrath of the capitalist 
manager, who can keep him on the 
curb looking for work indefinitely. 

The Variety Artists’ Federation 
only has done anything for its peo- 
ple, and today it is very doubtful 
whether its strikes and threats have 
brought any good to the majority of 
its members, Leading music-hall 
artists are too full of shares in cir- 
cuits to hurt their own dividends, 
and every actor has a script in his 
pocket and is hopeful of finding a 
backer. Neither is likely to do 
much against the capitalist if it 
comes to blows. 


Film Players 


The state of the film artist is 
worse than that of any other-pro- 
fessional. He is in the hands of 
people without sympathy or mercy. 
Men sprung up from nowhere and 
with only one object in life, getting 
money from the public. He may 
wish to sell his pictures, but that 
is really a minor consideration. 
Work is almost impossible for the 
genuine professional. Agents and 
casting directors are experts at 
“fifty -fifty.” 

Passe continental and American 
producers are imported to mis- 
handle subjects at enormous ex- 
pense to the shareholders, and the 
sole object of many producing firms 
appears to be to provide cheap 
copies of American leg-show films 
and cheaper quota features. In the 
making of these the society “fan” 
and the amateur are given prefer- 
ence, 

The film artist has an organiza- 
tion called the Film Artists’ Guild, 
worse than useless. It is more or 
less a proprietary club with a full 
license for the sale of intoxicants, 
and there are “socials” and dances 
weekly. In can only find occasional 
crowd work, and when that comes 
along officials of the Guild are on 
the alert to grab it first. 

Altogether, the entertainment 
world of Great Britain, as far as the 
players are concerned, is in a much 
worse state than in those long-ago 
days. 


FOREIGN FILMS’ BREAK 


(Continued from page 9) 








ing better profit than German si- 
lents formerly. “Because I Love 
You” (New Era), German talker, 
did well in several cities, including 
Philadelphia, it is claimed. 

Some of the English talkers are 
showing up very satisfactorily, for- 
eign distribs state. “Dark Red 
Roses,” at the Cameo, New York, 
last week, a British talker on the 
De Forest system, is cited as a good 
example of improvement in product. 
“White Cargo” is another British 
talker just brought over. That’s on 
RCA Photophone. 

The Sure Seaters 

Of the seven art houses in New 
York, only three are paying much 
attention to foreign product, even 
though are all now wired. Trio is 
the Cameo, 55th Street and 5th Ave- 
nue, others having gone in for do- 
mestic product, though having to 
take it for second or third runs. 

Whether the majority of the sure 
seaters will later on go in stronger 
for foreign talkers seems to be a 
question, but with better prices 
claimed obtainable outside of the 
arties and prospects looking good, 
the foreign distributors are said to 
be worrying little about this. 

Attitude seems to be that later on 
the arties will probably have to take 
the foreign talkers if they‘re to re- 





tain their “arty” following. 





EAST TOO ANGELIC 


(Continued from page 8) 





uor at below prewar prices. Favor- 
ite thirst quenchers are the Singa- 
pore gin sling and the phite. Lat- 
ter is Old Tom gin and bitters, and 
only consumed by those with enam- 
elled tummies and tropical disposi- 
tions. 
Top Sergeants as Police 


Cabarets and dancing girls are 
unknown. Strict police supervision 
over natives has the town white- 
washed. Local cops will pinch a 
penny ante game on an anonymous 
tip-off. Singapore’s gendarmerie is 
hard boiled and ultra efficient. It 
is composed of former officers of the 
British army, tough top-sergeants 
from Welsh and Irish regiments, 
native Sikhs and Malays who pound 
pavements and do traffic duty. The 
C.I.D. (Criminal Intelligence Divi- 
sion) spots all foreigners, especially 
Americans and Australians, and 
take their passports for inspection 
until they learn enough about them 
and their habits to make sure that 
they are on legitimate business or 
travel. 

Town has been much interested in 
the arrival of a Fox Movietone News 
unit to photograph events of inter- 
est for America. Truck carrying 
cameras and sound equipment was 
impounded by the police because 
it had a left-hand drive. All cars 
in the Straits Settlements must 
have right-hand drive and rule of 
the road is to the left. After pay- 
ing a high license fee, and agreeing 
to have truck towed to act loca- 
tions, officials let it be landed. 


After complying with these regu- 
lations, film censor demanded to in- 
spect all film made by this news 
unit before exported to America. As 
no laboratories here are equipped 
to develop sound pictures, censor 
appoints a deputy to accompany 
cameramen while shooting. Singa- 
pore does not want the world to 
receive a bad impression of the 
community. Since the camera can 
not record the odors of the fish 
factory, the native quarter, and the 
flats at low tide, the censor has 
passed all takes. 


NEW PARIS PLAYS 


(Continued from page 69) 








hotel nearing bankruptcy engages 
the girls of the theatrical troupe, to 
impersonate guests. At the same 
time he hires a timid young man 
named Gaston to impersonate a 
nobleman. His plan is to interest 
two elderly aristocrats in a senti- 
mental romance and win their 
backing. The aristocrats penetrate 
the subterfuge, but play along, 
nevertheless, financing the hostelry 
out of kindness to one of the girls, 
who ultimately marries the owner. 


In the cast are Redacaire, Louis 
Scott, Gabriel Marrot, Mmes. Pier- 
rette Caillol, Alice Furtz and 
Yvonne Louis. 


Freudian, Maybe 

An incomprehensible bit of high- 
brow symbolism is “Juliette ou la 
Cle des Songe” (“Juliet or the Key 
to Dreams”) presented by Mme. 
Faleconetti at her Theatre de 
L’Averne, It is the work of Georges 
Neveux. 


The plot has to do with a lover 
who visits Dreamland, where no- 
body has any memory., There he 
kills his sweetheart and becomes a 
lunatic, suggesting perhaps the idea 
that dreamland borders upon in- 
sanity, or perhaps suggesting noth- 
ing of the kind. In the cast are 
Raymond Maurel and Falconetti in 
a minor role. 

On the same bill is a revival of 
the late Georges Feydeau’s one-act 
piece, “Mais n’te promene donc pas 
toute nue” (“Don’t Go About En- 
tirely Naked’). 


Punch and Judy 

“Guignol” (“Punch and Judy’) 
shows some promise of popularity, 
although it is mediocre, by Louis 
Verneuil and his usual collaborator, 
Georges Beer of the Comedie Fran- 
caise. The authors build their play 
around the characters of a Punch 
and Judy show. 


Jules Berry plays a _ novelist; 
Suzy Prim is unconvincing as the 
wife. 

Satirical Farce 

“Le Roi Camelot” (“King Mar- 
ket”), satirical farce by Marcel 
Rouff, is the new bill at the Maison 
de l’Oeuvre. 

A group of conspirators at court 
substitute for the monarch a trades- 
man who resembles him. He likes 
the life and engages a publicity 
agent to make him popular and 
have him appointed a minister when 
the disguise is ended. Instead of 
working at the job he’s hired for, 
the publicity expert tries to “make” 
the queen, and when he fails, elopes 
with the king’s mistress. 

In the cast are Andre Berley, ex- 
cellent comedian; Leo Peltier, J. 





Ferreol; Mmes, Paulette Pax (who 
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also manages the high-brow house), 
Gisele Picard and Suzey Mais. 
Nobles’ Humble Romance 

“La Chatelaine de Shenstone” 
(“The Mistress of Shenstone”) by 
Andre Bisson, from the novel by 
Florence L. Barclay, gives promise 
of success at the Odeon. 

English nobleman posing as the 
humble Jim saves Myra _ from 
drowning and the couple fall in 
love, each believing the other to be 
of lowly estate. 

In the cast are Charles Lavialle, 
Fabry, Charpentier, Harry James, 
Richard Willm (Jim), Bargin, Parzy, 
Paulette Marinier, Suzanne Courtal 
and Anne Ducaux. 


“WHITE CARGO” TEST 
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than a technical reason; that be- 
cause “White Cargo” is one of the 
few pictures to have prospects for 
a national American booking had 
nothing to do with its stand, say 
the Hays people. 

“Our members have an agreement 
that when a play or novel is deemed 
improper for screen use it must be 
returned to the author, and he must 


edit out the improprieties. If the 
editing is extensive, then the title 
must also be changed so that the 
public will not be the victim of a 
deception.” 

The Hays spokesman claimed 


that “White Cargo” was submitted 
by the author to a Hollywood pro- 
ducer several years ago. When the 
script was returned to him with in- 
structions to re-vamp it he ended 
negotiations and next sold the 
screen rights to the British inter- 
ests. 


Status 
“That producers in other countries 
accept what we reject does not 


change our status when such pic- 
tures are attemped to be booked into 
our theatres,” the Hays man stated. 

Despite that the picture, during 
its independent run in the Cohan 
theatre, New York, proved itself to 
be devoid of the heat in its stage 
namesake, and that the British Ton- 
delayo squirmed less, and was more 
formal than many an American 
chambermaid, the Haysite stated: 

“T have not seen the picture, and 
I do not know anyone on the staff 
who has, but if such changes have 
been made then the film is not the 
stage play as it has been advertised, 
and the title will have to be 
changed.” 

When told that the «picture is 
practically the same as the stage 
play and yet would not corrupt the 
morals or morons (at least a “Var- 
iety” reviewer expressed such opin- 
ion in once-overing the picture) the 
Haysite declared: 

“Well, it was decided as a play 
as salacious and unfit for showing 
in picture version before American 
audiences.” 

The case of “Rain” was cited with 
the reminder that it was banned in 
original form for the American 
screen, and that although United 
Artists made it, U. A. conformed with 
the organization’s picture moral 
code, and released it under another 
title, after making “many changes.” 

“Sacrificed” 

Capt. H. Auten, American repre- 
sentative for the British company, 
declared his picture is just another 
“sacrifice to American religion” by 
the Hays organization. He intends 
to fight the ban, intimating all kinds 
of action to stop “the sloughing of 
the little fellow.” 

The RKO head is quoted by him 
as saying that the only reason he 
has called off the Cameo booking is 
because of the Hays office. Auten 
states he personally is unfamiliar 
with the agreement held forth by 
the Hays’ body. He says he was 
not on the W. B. Films payroll when 
the company bought the story and 
rights. 

Monday, the Hays office, in ridi- 
culing the possibility of it being 
made a defendant in any suit, by 
WB Films, or at least of such an 
action meeting anything “in court 
except dismissal, termed the retalia- 
tion as “great publicity.” 

“We hope that England will send 
over a first class film, and then we 
will have an opportunity to prove 
our friendship and desire to co- 
operate with the industry abroad,” 
one Haysite stated. 


BRAUNBERGER NEXT 


Paris, March 2. 

Pierre Braunberger, producer of 
“La Route Est Bella,” which proved 
such a remarkable money success 
here, within a month starts pro- 
duction on a new talker. 

It will be made in Elstree, Eng- 
land. Robert Florey, under con- 
tract for a year to Braunberger, will 
direct; Charles Rosher, camerman. 








Both officiate similiarly on “Route.” 


——<——— a 


New German Producer 
With Important Names 


Berlin, March 2. 

A new picture company called 
Roland Film, Ltd., has taken up its 
quarters on Unter den Linden. 
Georg C. Horsetzky, formerly of 
the Nero, is supervisor of produc- 
tion, and Robert Land, the director 
member of the board. 


Another member is Wronker- 
Flatow, also on the board of Gen- 
eral Motors, Kodak, Chrysler and 


Studebaker. 

A new name for the film industry 
is Oskar Lohse, the soap and per- 
fume manufacturer. 

The firm is capitalized at 
50,000 marks, but it is said 
foreign capital behind it. 

Its first pictures will be all dialog. 


Germans for English Co. 


Paris, March 3. 

British Internatjonal is bringing 
German actors to Paris to make 
German talker versions. 

This, after the French have ex- 
tensively used English studios’ fa- 
cilities to make their early talkers, 

Carola Nehar and George Alex- 
ander are now working. at Pathe- 
Natan’s Paris studios on a German 
version. 


only 
it has 








Antwerp’s Ist Wire 


Antwerp, March 1. 

First wired house here, Roxy, is 
open with Gaumont equipment. 

Big local hullabaloo with equip- 
ment voted okay. Exhibs are de- 
ciding they better commence wir- 
ing locally to retain biz. 





BUDAPEST’S HITS 


(Continued from page 60) 





the occasion, in the principal role, 
Ella Gombaszogi has a strong per- 
sonal success. 

Mirabeau’s “Le Dejeuener Au So- 
leil” was produced at the Belvarosi, 
another of those theatres that have 
started with excellent prospects in 
September but have not made good. 
The clever French comedy got good 
notices, but will probably not be 
a roaring success. French come- 
dies have had their day in Hungary. 

Royal Opera Pensioners 

Great excitement and resentment 
afoot because of the Royal Opera, 
state-subsidized, is pensioning off 
some of the members, singers and 
musicians. Membership at the 
Opera or National theatre is con- 
sidered as a government job. No 
artists still able to perform have 
ever been put on half-pay yet. Now 
the state theatres are also obliged 
to cut expenses and are profiting 
by the rule, according to which 
state employees may be pensioned 
after 30 year’s service. So much 
protest that Radnai, the manager. 
has already withdrawn _— several 
warnings he has given, but he must 
maintain some or he can’t make 
both ends meet. 

The Opera is doing good business 
but prices of tickets can’t be raised 
since they are fixed by government 
decree, and there are so many mem- 
bers expenses are overwhelming. 
Several artists have already accept- 
ed engagements abroad or with mu- 
sical comedy companies. 

Theatrical performance, which 
promises to be of much interest will 
be held for charity next week by 
a select company. The foreign dip- 
lomatic corps resident in Budapest 
and members of Hungarian aristoc- 
racy will present “Sha and Houri,” 
Arabian Night play, written for the 
occasion by Comte de Vienne, French 
Minister in Budapest, who is no 
amateur but a French novelist. Lady 
Chilston, wife of the Minister of 
Great Britain, is responsible for 
staging and costumes, which are 
copied from old Persian miniatures 
and are supposed to be the top of 
taste and luxury. Proceeds to go in 
aid of destitute Hungarian artists. 
Tickets are $6 each. 

“Broadway Melody” is the latest 
screen hit, competing with “Rio Rita’: 
in popularity. Though sound and 
talkers have been accepted by the 
public, picture house musicians 
don’t seem resigned to their fate yet. 
New Western Electric apparatus at 
a second-rate house was demolished 
by person or persons unknown be- 
fore it was put to use. This was 
the first assault of the kind in 
Budapest. 

Bela Radics Dead 

Bela Radics, most famous gypsy 
musician, favorite fiddler of the 
Budapest elite, died here Feb. 22. 
He was a great artist and his popu- 
larity unparalleled. A monster band 
of 300 gipsy musicians played at the 
service. Ail Radics’ male relations, 
his sons-in-law, sons and 16-year- 
old grandson are well-known Tzi- 
gane musicians. It goes in dynasties. 
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Gutdoor Novelties 

















This department will hereafter appear monthly. 
the latest novelties for the outdoors, their possible drawing power, 
saleability and whether the novelty is more suitable for the carnival 
midway, premium field o° on fairs, or all. 
where the articles are obtainable. 

“Variety” has no advertising motive in this department, It is 
printed as gratis information for the manufacturers and “Variety” 
readers. Any novelty maker believing he has something new for the 
outdoor concessionaire may submit it to “Variety’s” Chicago office 
in the Woods Theatre Building, or the New York office at 154 West 
46th street, or this paper’s Hollywood office in the Taft Building. 
lf deemed of sufficient newness at a proper price it will be included 
in the next printed department under this heading. 

No one has authority to solicit any advertising for “Variety” from 
any manufacturer now or hereafter mentioned in this department. 
Anyone so doing may be immediately set down as an impostor. 


It will mention 


Prices will be listed and 








Rol-A-Dor, weighted rolling smok- |housekeeper but wouldn’t play all 


ing stand about 2% feet high. Can 
pe rolled about the room without 


tipping over. In varied shades, in- 
eluding dull brass trimming. Non- 


smoking ash tray that extinguishes 
cigarets. Average price in quanti- 
ties about $4. Mr. Bee at the Sher- 
man Hotel, Chicago, general agent. 


Should be a flash for a midway and | 


good for premium line for offices. 
Imported from:’Germany is a new 
novelty writing pad for the business 


desk or kitchen Comes 


man’s use, 
with any form on face. Similar to 
the average desk pad in size and 


trimmed in black metal. Write your 
message and it’s there as long as 
vou want it. Press button and pad 
is clean. Carbon arrangement. An- 
other import is a_ silver-encased 
calendar with white square that 
moves over each da:° Makes pick- 
ing date easy at first glance. Both 
sold by Oscar Leistner, Chicago. 
Calendars will run $2 each. Note 
pad around $1.75. Excellent pre- 
mium draw and should be good for 
carnival grind stores. 

Table ash tray of molded Bakelite, 
highly colored, made to drop its 
own ashes automatically into large 
metal ash tray, easily removable. 
Should prove good midway attrac- 


tion. Priced as low as $1.40 in 
quantities. Manufacturers, Schnei- 
der Bros., Chicago, will place on 


consignment. 

Another from this company is a 
Roto Tray cigaret case with revolv- 
ing tray and compartment for 
smokes and matches. Semi-circular 
in shape with tray disappearing. 


Price, $1.57 in quantities. Neat and 
good for any store or premium 


game. 

While not strictly new the Reli- 
ance Picture Frame Co., Chicago, 
is out with several unusual and 
handsome mirrors. A 17x40 mitred 
glass, neatly framed and divided 
into three sections, is priced at $1.35. 
Excellent flash for midway joint and 
sure appeal to women. Another 
mirror that sells at a $1 has an ex- 
ceptionally well done colored print 
in the top. This is 94%x27% and is 
handsomely framed. This line 
should be a wow for the store after 
the home trade. 

The Dancing Dollies, girl and boy 
doll in dancing pose on string held 
for the Christmas market and went 
big. Gerling Toy Co., New York 
city, now offer it for carnival and 
premium trade. Good flash and 
something new for the smaller spots. 
Should go big in dance halls, whee} 
concessions. Priced from $4 dozen 
up. Several colors. 

A hot shot for any big grind 
store with plenty of play is the 
Armstrong Electric Perc-O-Toaster, 
especially for capital prize. Not a 


| 
| 





evening for this article 
coffee, is a toaster. cooking appli- 
ance and waffle maker all in one. 
In premium field should be equally 
strong in building trade. Made by 
the Armstrong Electric & Manufac- 


that perks 


jturing Corp., New York City. Priced 


from $10 up. 

Although the price is a bit steep, 
Kindel & Graham, San Francisco, 
have a world beater in a new and 


jimproved Oriental Cigaret Contain- 


i cig. 


} 


| younger 





Consists of an 
Press the 


Dispenser. 
Oriental woman’s head. 
button and from her lips slips the 
Made of hardwood, decorated 
in front with art head in colors. 
: colored plush, novelty 


er and 


Trimmed in 


jewels and walnut finish. Strong 
appeal to premium gatherers and 
would be good on the midway, is 


priced $45 a dozen. 

Still another flash is the Havalite- 
Pencil made by A. G. Stevenson & 
Co., Rochester, N. Y. This consists 
of a pencil, lighter, extra leads and 
eraser all in one. The run on light- 
ers is a bit off, but the combination 
makes a flash and will appeal to the 
element. Priced singly at 
$1.50, but can be bought much 
cheaper in quantities. In the pre- 
mium field the name can be im- 
printed. 

Colored Cameras from the East- 
man Co., Rochester, N. Y., are down 
in price and with the new style and 
trimmings make excellent flash. Re- 
ports say people going strong for 
the Kodak thing, which would make 
this number, while not new, a strong 
plug on the midway as well as in 
the premium field. Prices varied 
but low enough for grind stores. 

One of the hottest numbers for 
any class trade is the Electric Clock, 
Priced as low as $4.75 by Alter & 
Co., Chicago. Finished in Bakelite. 
Attractive and guaranteed to keep 
correct time by simply plugging in 
on.a light socket. New and getting 
big advertising play from manufac- 
turers. Should be a big store along 
any midway. As a premium line, 
hard to beat. 

The popular Plaque has had 2 
clock placed in the center and right 
away becomes a good bid for biz 
from all classes of wheel players. 
Morton Sales Co., Chicago, gets 
$22.50 for 12, each packed in indi- 
vidual box. Size. 7x9 and weighs 
4% pounds packed. Clock is a stand- 
ard New Haven manufacture, and 
scenes all the same, showing home 
and fireplace. This same company is 
out with an Imported Fringed Table 
Cover. A 52x52, cost $2.35. Bright, 
live colors and sure to please the 
women. Rayon and mercerized cot- 
ton are used for scarfs along the 
same line, and can be had in varied 
sizes at prices from 45c. to $1.35. 





[KRONE’S CIRCUS COSTS. 
$3,000 DAY TO OPERATE 


Paris, March 11. 

The Sarrasini circus, now in Ber- 
lin, is due here this month (March). 

The Charles Krone circus, claim- 
ling to be the largest in the world, 
jnow in Munich, also intends playing 
|Paris, "The company includes 1,200 
people and 25 elephants. 
Krone show travels ir 
ispecially equipped trains and 
lunder a tent measuring 
square feet. 
| Charles Krone, at one time man- 
ager of the Shuman now 
owns a show with a $3,000 daily 
nut, very high for Europe. 








four 
play s 
100,000 


circus, 


Promotions and 
Gyps Are Needed 
For Sick Outfits 


Chicago, March 11. 

Independent circuses today are 
deriving most of their income from 
side-lines. Most of them are using 
a used car sales gag and deriving 
from $1,000 to $2,000 weekly from 
it. Actual performances and set- 
up are framed around the idea. 

Robbins Bros. carries an extra 
supply of canvas and three extra 
men. Men are in advance and in 
|} each town arrange for a used car 
display. Cars are spotted on the 
circus lot, with cages of animals 
included in the display. Circus gets 
a cut on all sales as well as charg- 
ing each dealer a flat $300 for the 
day’s exhibit. Usually 
more dealers are in on the display 

An outfit in the South is work- 
ing a grain racket. Man enters a 
town and buys grain for the outfit, 
and suggests he would like the 
dealer to supply the outfit’s grain 


for nearby’ spots. Anticipating 
future sales, the dealer cuts the 
price on his original sale. Outfit 


then resells some of the grain at a 
profit. The dealer never hears 
from the outfit again. 

Another big income source is the 
ad banner. This totals from $100 
to $1,000 daily. Eack merchant is 
solicited for a painted sign to- hang 
over the seats and be used in 
parade. Idea is not new, being 
worked on practically all circuses 
except Ringling-Barnum & Bailey. 
In case of small tricks, however, 
anything in the way of money or 
goods is taken for the banner. No 
manager will call off a performance 
if the day’s banner biz has been 
good. It may rain, snow or blow, 
but at least one act will go on so 
the show can collect from the mer- 
chants, 

Still another side-line on the lit- 


tle tricks is the donkey book de- 
partment. Checks which can be 
used for cash on the lot and in 





Sarrasani Circus 


Berlin, March 1, 

This outfit is undoubtedly the 
most popular traveling circus on the 
Continent. Last year its enterpris- 
ing owner, Stosch-Sarrasani, cov- 
¢red the whole of South America on 
a very successful tour. Now he is 
back again in Berlin and seems to 
have lost none of his drawing power. 
Of course, this attraction can’t be 
compared to the three-ring Ring- 
ling-Barnum circus, but its tent 
seats 10,000. 

It has the big advantage of be- 
ing heated by a very efficient hot 
air system which makes it ok the 
whole year round. On this night, 
with a temperature below zero out- 
side, the tent was pleasingly warm— 
and sold out with a $1.50 top. 

The show is announced as begin- 
ning at 7:30, but the audience is 
tirst “entertained” for over half an 
hour by a band concert with an or- 
chestra padded to 100 men. One 
realizes why this is done when one 
sees that the attractively costumed 
&irl ushers are used in the parade 
of all the performers, which opens 
the entertainment. So the house 
has to be completely seated before 
they can leave their jobs. It would 
do Roxy’s heart good to see those 
marching and saluting ushers. 

The main portion consists of 
trained animal acts, a type of turn 
Which the Germans seem to be able 
to swallow in unlimited quantities. 
All are first rate, but for the Ameri- 
can taste there would be too much 
repetition, as all perform approxi- 
mately the same tricks, sitting on 
barrels, rolling balls and dancing to 
music. 

- The high point of the evening is 
“arrasani and, his 12 trained ele- 





phants. The mere sight of so many 
enormous animals has a kick in it. 
Their evolutioas present no partic- 
ular novelty, but is efficiently han- 
dled. One closes the act by stepping 
over a dwarfed clown and then lift- 
ing him to his feet with his trunk. 
Sarrasani himself gets across as a 
sympathetic personality. 

Among the other animal turns are 
camels, a novelty; juggling seals; 
two-horse acts, especially note- 
worthy, one handled by Schumann, 
once the owner of the circus Schu- 
mann in Berlin. Then there is a 
troupe of Chinese jugglers and acro- 
bats, Cossack bareback riders, 
Oriental magicians and dancers, 
group of about 10 competent trapeze 
and flying ring performers up in the 
dome and a wild west pantomime. 

No doubt that the show is splen- 
didly organized and has a fine pub- 
licity department. The papers were 
full of it for days before. Sar- 


irasani spent little on bought space 


and has not gone in heavily for 
posters. 

An especially clever stunt was the 
invitation of 20 French journalists 
to the Berlin opening. This was 
advance work for the season in 
France. Trask. 


St. L. Lot Sewed Up 


St. Louis, March 11. 
Tie-up of the only circus lot here 
by D. D. Murphy, carnival man, is 
causing the Ringling office trouble. 
It wants the lot for the first out- 
door showing of the Sells-Floto cir- 
cus, beginning April 17. Pending 
the holdout py Murphy for a fancy 
price, contracts cannot be made nor 


| other lots closed 


Dan Odom and George Meighan 
tried to break barrie: 


SUCCESS. 


have the 


without 


privilege wagons and cars, at 20% 
interest. 

Some show commissaries supply 
apparel for the outfit’s employees at 
100% profit. 


PEORIA EXPO. TO LIQUIDATE 
Peoria, March 11. 

Unable to formulate a satisfactory 
financial program stockholders of 
the Greater Peoria Exposition have 
announced they will abandon the 
fair and liquidate the organization. 

Bonded indebtedness of $123,000 
covers the 103 acres of land and 
buildings owned by the corporation, 
which issued 1,710 shares of $50 
preferred stock and 18,133 shares of 
common stock of $10 par. 


MIX’S RODEO REVIEW 
Peru, Ind., March 11. 

Tom Mix will stage a rodeo here 
March 23 for a Pullman load of 
newspaper boys and girls from Chi- 
cago. 

Entire trip will be at expense of 
John Ringling. 








Wagner With R. & C. 


Chicago, March 11. 
Fred Wagner, last season local 
contractor for Christy Bros., will be 


with the Rubin & Cherry carnival 

this season in the same capacity. 
Same Gen. Agt. 

Brehemen, Tex., March il. 





of the Cole Bros. here, will be the 
same this season, Show will 


idirectly west. 


three or | 


Wm. Gillett, last season gen. agt. | 


head } 
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All-Year Round Casino 





Dancing, skating and shore 


ice 
' 


| dinners will be features of the new | 


$600,000 Casino now nearing com- 
| pletion at Playland, Rye, N. Y., the 
Westchester County - 
} amusement park The 

| be open all ’round 
modern ball room in 
will be 
Barry. 

from 
from 


Casino will 
year 
| There is a 
ithe building which 
by McCormack & 
will be in 
May May to 
| October. Two plants are be- 
| ing installed to cool the ball room in 
and for freezing the 
skating season. 


operated 
Dancing 

order 
and 


ice skatine 


ice 


the summer 
for the 


ice 


j 
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FILM SHOW ‘CANNIBAL’ 
SAYS HE’S HARLEMITE 


Bosten, March 11. 
otherwise known as 
“Maluba, a cannibal from the Bel- 
gian Congo of Darkest Africa,” ob- 
jtained a summons for the appear- 
lance in the local police court of 
the Davenport-Quigley Expedition, 
|Inc., on the charges of withholding 
his wages to the amount of $700. 
For the past three weeks “Dr.” 
Daniel Davenport, advertised as an 
|African explorer, has been showing 
la motion picture of his exploits 
ihuntine big game in the Congo, at 
ithe Tremont Temple. The picture 
lis called “Jango.” 
| Prominent all through the 
lare pictures of two “faithful canni- 
ibals,” attendiny Dr. Davenport and 
lthese two negroes appear in person 


| 


| 
| 


Firpo Jacko, 





movie 


iand talk to the audiences in their 
tribal tongues and in French and 
German. 


Early last week “Maluba” had a 
fit of temperament. He was paid off 
and discharged, Dr. Davenport says, 
and furnished with transportation 
back to New York. Several wit- 
nesses told of seeing him paid and 
of hearing him refuse to sign a re- 
ceipt. 

Subsequently Maluba obtained a 
summons for the corporation in a 
criminal process. 

“Maluba” publicly charged that 
Dr. Dav-=nport made the movie in 
the Bronx by piecing sections of an 
old African Congo film, which he 
bought, with pieces of the film 
which he made in the Bronx by us- 
ing a small circus which he bought 
for the purpose. 

“Maluba” declared that he has 
been in this country for six yvears, 
coming here first as a seaman. He 
declared he signed up with Dr. 
Davenport, in Harlem, and was 
filmed when the Jango picture was 


made. 

Maluba said that he and Mas- 
samba, the other cannibal of 
“Jango,” were recruited from the 
ranks of Harlem janitors by Dr. 


Davenport. Both Maluba and Mas- 
samba speak English although they 


are billed as speaking only their 
tribal tongues with Maluba speak- 
ing French and Massamba speak- 


ing German, as well. 

Davenport publicly asserts he is 
preparing to return to Africa on 
August 13 to make Technicolor 
movies of his exploits and to bring 
back specimens for the ranklin 
Park Zoo at Boston. Dr. L. T. Tro- 
land, director of research of Tech- 
nicolor, Ine., says he never heard 
of Davenport. Daniel J. Harkins, 
curator of the Zoo, said he never 
imet or heard of Dr. Davenport pre- 





| vious to his talk about furnishing 
| specimens. 

| Dr. Davenport retorts, “The pic- 
iture speaks for iitself. Maluba is 


crazy.” 


Rubin & Cherry Openings 
Montgomery, Ala., March 11. 

Rubin & Cherry No. 1 show will 
open here March 29. 

Opening of the Model show, win- 
tering here. has not been set as yet. 
Expected to be the same date in a 
nearby town if auspices ean be ar- 
ranged. 


Dill Truck Show 
j West Baden, March 11. 
Sam Dill's truck show will 
April 26. 

It will be 
Circus or T 


} T 


here 
known either as Gentr 
"nite l] States Cire 

with H. B. 


ause the last mentioned nat 





rouble Gentry may 


At Rye Near Completion | 


controlled | 


October to | 


Truck Shows: 


45 Weeks Without Leaving State 


+ cinactigeuaeliceis 


Los Angeles, March 11. 
| With the Al G. Barnes Circus, the 
only railroad show on the coast, 
the territory here is declared to be 
wide open for four first 
| class truck shows. The Sche}? fros. 
| circus and the Robertson's are 
truck 


three or 


about 


the only shows operating out 


here, Schell travel on 30 trucks and 
; trailers, while the Robertson show 
has about 20 trucks. 

rhe border towns where there is 


F rge Mex population are a cinch 
for the 


tented shows. A Mex will 
i spend his last dime to see a rosen 
back gallop around a ring. It is not 


; unusual for shows playing the bor- 
aer to have almost the same audi- 


;ence at both the mat and evening 
| performance. 

| <As railroad shows have to waste 
| most of their traveling time 
| getting from the coast to inland 


railroads, a truck show can play all 
around its railroad brother: The 
pertect for heavy 
hauling and it would be hard to 
pick out a town on the entire Paci- 
fic slope, from Canada to Mexico, 
| that is not on a concrete state road. 
| With little or no rain in the south, 
|} muddy lots unheard of. The 
rain in the north is a problem, but 
shows could be routed so as to miss 


roads here are 


are 


that section in the wet season. 
More than half of the towns here 
are passed up by the large rail- 
jread shows. These towns all are 
;}centers of rural communities where 
|; the white top means something. 
|A truck show can spend 40 weeks 


| Without leaving California. One 
| motorized carnival, the Craft shows, 
| traveling on 40 trucks, plays a season 
|of 45 weeks, all in Cal. 


Pay for R-B Agents 
| $5,000 for 35 Weeks 


Chicago, March 11. 

General agents for the Ringling 
| circuses are receiving $5,000 yearly 
jand expenses. This is the same 
\salary paid by the American Circus 
|Corp. 
| Only difference is that agents are 
ireleased from their contract at the 
jena of the season. If they have 
jnot drawn the full amount of the 
1$5,000 they are paid up to that 
jamount, and if re-engaged for the 
| following year, winter expenses are 
paid. 

This means that agents will work 
about 35 weeks and get paid for the 
jfull year. No limit on the seasonal 
expense, but cut in the winter 
months. 





Acts and Parks 


Fewer free 
used by the 








attractions will be 
small parks during 
iferthcoring season, according to 
| present check at agencies. 

The small parks are holding back 
with operators reported as being on 
the fence as to whether they will 
use the free acts as formerly as a 
magnet for the gate. 








ACCIDENTAL SHOOTING 
Altoona, Pa., March 11, 

Charles Derr, 58, who opened a 
shooting gallery near the business 
district two weeks ago, is a patient 
in the Altoona hospital suffering 
from a painful but not serious bul- 
j let wound in th. right side of his 
j back received when a target re- 
volver accidentally discharged in 
the hands of a customer, 

The shooting created a sensation 
jin the district at the time. First 
jreports were a man had been mur- 
| dered and another wounded in a 
gang fight. 








Buchanan’s Opening April 26 
Granger, Ia., March 11, 
Robbins Bros. Circus will open at 
Newton, Ia., April 26. 
This season route will take the 
show as far as New York State and 
} back through Michigan. Last named 
batate made money for Buchanan last 





season. 


| 101 Ranch April 20 

Ponca City, Okla., March 11, 

| 101 Ranch will open here April 
| 20, aceording to plans set. 

Jake Newman will be asst. mgr., 
;Wwith Tex Sherman handling the 


ess back on the show. 
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Obituary 





A. 


Abraham 


L. Erlanger 


was until lately the commanding 


figure in the legitimate branch of 


gehow business, who rose to fame 
and great wealth through produc- 
tion, building and operating of legit 
theatres and the booking thereof, 
died March 7 at his Riverside drive 
home, New York, of cancer of the 


his 
ailing for five years 


attention to 


intestines. He was in 
and had 


Previously, 


70th year 
been 
se 


his ek 


business and daily attendance at his 


office in the New Amsterdam were | 
among his outstanding traits 

He came by the appellation “Little 
Napoleon” because of his domineer- 


ing methods, but he was quite proud 
to be so called. In his home was 
a vast collection of works on Na- 
poleon, also statues and pictures of 
the emperor. He was a hard fight- 
er and a great hater, carring 
dislikes to the grave. 


Very few friends were steadfast | 


to Erlanger for his was not the | 


personality to retain such associa- 
tions. No sooner had he died than 
Broadway buzzed with speculation 
as to the disposition of his vast 
theatre holdings, since kin closest 
had been turned aside by him. The 
exceptions are his brother, Mitchell 
L. Erlanger, former Justice of the 
Supreme Court of New York, and 
his sisters, Mrs. Caroline Bergman 
of Buffalo, and Miss Ray Erlanger, 
who lived with the judge. 

Leonard E. Bergman, a nephew, 
quit the Erlanger office about a 
year ago, although at one time he 
was the apple of his uncle's eye. 
Louis F. Werba, a nephew by mar- 
riage, had withdrawn many years 
prior and has been on his own. 

Broadway further delved into Er- 
langer’s private life and it spilled 
into the dailies. Mention is made 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Weeks before his passing it was 
reported that the bulk of his estate 
of many millions had been be- 
queathed to his brother, Mitchell. 
That will was expected to stipulate 
that the Erlanger theatres must not 
be turned over or acquired by bank- 
ing interests and there must be no 
affiliation with the Shuberts—his pet 
aversion—but no mention was made 
in the testament. 

Erlanger was born in Buffalo May 
4, 1860, his family moving to Cleve- 
land. There he worked in various 
small capacities in the Academy of 
Music. He became treasurer of 
the Euclid Avenue Opera House and 
when it passed to the control of 
Mark Hanna he was given full 
charge. He went on the road as 
an advance agent and finally gravi- 
tated to New York. 

He 1s credited with conceiving 
the idea of forming a clearing house 
or booking exchange for touring 
attractions to replace “wild-catting,” 
the method legit booking used up 
to then. This idea became the key- 
stone of legit show business, giv- 
ing it the solidness it developed. 

With Mare Klaw as his partner 


| 


TT eae 
| Their 


was always interested. The latter 


also are concerned with the opera- 


Lincoln Erlanger, who |tion of the New Amsterdam and 


is believed to have led to his phy- 


isical crisis. 


Erlanger’s real start was in man- 
aging Joseph Jefferson. Klaw, who 
was managing Effie Ellser, joined 
him in routing those attractions. 
own productions included 
‘The Country Circus,” “The Great 
Metropolis,” “The Christian,” “Ben- 
Hur” (the rights for which were se- 
cured for K & E by Joseph Brooks) 
which lines up as their most fa- 
mous show, “The Pink Lady,’ and 
many other productions in which 
they were interested, inclusive of 
xeorge Lederer’s. This season Er- 
langer was associated with George 
Tyler, a manager always close to 
him. Plans called for a company 
which would foster and finance 
younger producers. 

K & E, a label that meant show 
business throughout the country, 
made an excursion into vaudeville, 
aimed to cppose the then Keith cir- 
euit. With William Morris in 
charge of the bookings the plan 
seemed to have every chance but 
perhaps the curious slant in the 
Erlanger brain made the attempt 
short-lived. The Keith interests 


In memory of 


my belover husband 


HAL J. PARKER 


who left March 9, 1929 


Ann Butler Parker 





finally paid K & E $150,000 to quit 
the vaudeville field. About that 
time Pat Casey became an intimate 
of Erlanger. They, too, parted and 
over business matters for which 
Erlanger was forced to settle in 
full in cash with Casey. 

The New Amsterdam, built at a 
reputed cost of $2,000,000, was Er- 
langer’s favorite theatre and re- 
mained his business headquarters. 
In New York in addition he owned 
in part or full Erlanger’s, Liberty, 
Knickerbocker (now razed) Ful- 
ton, Gaiety, Avon, Chicago inter- 
ests included the Blackstone and 
Illinois plus his own theatre. In 
Boston there are the Hollis, Tre- 
mont and Colonial. In Philadelphia 
the Broad, Garrick and his own. 

Erlanger in his prime was a fa- 





the old 14th street booking curb 
became a real business, later called 
the “syndicate.” Starting with a 
few houses in 1896, within less than 
10 years there were 700 theatres 
booked through the noted K & E 
office. Associated in the syndicate 
were Charles Frohman, Al Hayman 
and Nixon & Zimmermann. All 
have passed away, except his for- 
mer partner, Klaw, who is living 
in retirement in Monte Carlo. Sev- 
eral years ago Klaw suffered a para- 
lytic stroke and Erlanger was simi- 
larly stricken. 

Although Erlanger. had the repu- 
tation of “my word is my bond,” 
the rise of a second booking ex- 
change in the legit field was ac- 
complished by the Shuberts. Er- 
langer was alluded to as the czar 
of show business and it appeared 
no trick for the opposition to stead- 
ily build up another booking ex- 
change and another chain of legit 


theatres. 
The quarrel with Klaw was in 
1919. It severed a business asso- 


ciation and friendship of 25 years. 
Ostensibly the cause of the split 
was Klaw’s son, Joseph, who was 
the firm’s auditor. Erlanger refused 
to accept suggestions even from 
that source and in his usual ruth- 
less manner, the partnership was 
declared off. Klaw built a theatre, 
named after himself, but before long 
withdrew from the show business. 
The house (Avon) was taken over 
by Erlanger last year. 

More recently Erlanger formed a 
closer association with his chief 


-allies, Florenz Ziegfeld and Charles 


Dillingham, in whose productions he 


miliar figure around the theatres in 
which his shows were rehearsing. 
Dressed in sweater and cap he at 
times ranted all over the place. He 
used the same costume even on the 
opening nights of the “Follies” in 
Atlantic City and his voice from the 
wings was often heard during per- 
formances. He backed Ziegfeld in 
all the “Follies” productions. He 
liked to box and took to the open 
air on every occasion. Formerly he 
would drive to his office in a rig 
with double harness and would 
bawl out anyone who got in his 
way. Latterly he traveled in motor 
cars and not long ago remarked he 
thought he “would buy a new one 
every week.” 

Erlanger had his rows with news- 
papers. Until the last he wanted to 
have his own way about what was 
said and the way it was printed. For 
that reason but a few reporters 
called upon him. Yet he long ago 
realized that newspapers helped and 
did not hurt theatres, regardless. 
That he would not admit it in 
words was like him. 

Abraham Lincoln Erlanger, last 
of the “syndicate,” was the father, 
the big shot of show business. Even 
his enemies will admit it. His was 
probably the first dominant per- 
sonality in the business end of the 
American theatre. In the years to 
follow he never lost his domineer- 
ing poise, attempting it in a studied 
way for years, physically and men- 
tally. 

For years Erlanger was accepted 
by the inner side of the show bus- 
iness as the noise of “The Syndi- 
cate” and Klaw as the brains. 

Mr. Erlanger, by his wealth va- 











riously estimated from perhaps the 
current actual value of around $25,- 
000,000 to above $100,000,000, rank- 
ing him as the wealthiest show- 
man, denoted himself as the biggest 
money maker of the K & E. 

A. L. Erlanger was the first show 
mogul. to erect for himself a circle 
of yessmen, Many others since and 
currently have the same _ thing. 
These yessers surrounding Erlanger, 


and he appeared also the first to 
like it, became his undoing in a way 
in theatrical power more than once. 
Their most serious drawback and 
menace to him was when they 
yessed Erlanger into believing the 
| Shuberts were going into bank- 
ruptcy. That was many years ago. 
Erlanger blindly clung to it, urged 


| 
' 
| 


Colonial (Boston), Ziegfeld and 
|Dillingham hurried from Florida 
ito attend the funeral at Temple 
| Em inu-El Sunday afternoon, 

Several years ago Erlanger ap- | 
parently envisioned his end ind 
planned the building of new the- 
itres to endow his name. Followed | 
the erection of Erlanger’s, New 

| York; Erlanger’s, Chicago: Er- 
langer’s Buffalo; Erlanger’s, At- 
lanta ind a few weeks ago the 
opening of an Erlanger in San] 

Francisco. It was the trip to the 
coast with Marcus Heiman who, 
within the past year had bought 
lin on some Erlanger theatres, that 





on by his yessers, until his deter- 


| mination that the Shuberts must go 


and his 


own 


unbelievable faith in his 
the Shuberts the 
very opening and start they re- 
quired to gain the foothold that 
they then did in the legit. 

Among the legits of the earlier 
days K & E was unpopular. That 
gave the Shuberts the sympathy 
angle in the Shuberts’ attempts to 


power gave 


“buck the Syndicate.” Everyone 
helped the underdogs, until the 
exact reverse condition is found 


today with the Shuberts still in the 
same field, but minus their late 
brother, Sam S. Shubert, who was 
the heady pilot his brothers have 
always missed, and who became Er- 
langer’s theatrical nemesis. 

Erlanger recognized one impor- 
tant matter of the legit theatré his 
contemporaries have overlooked. 
Erlanger appreciated the theatres 
needed producers, and that K & E 
could not produce all of the shows 
their theatres required. He, there- 
fore, took care of producers on 
sharing terms, avoiding such glar- 
ing mistakes as has happened in 
the same period with a smaller 
“syndicate,” Stair & Havlin. 

Erlanger kept his agreements and 
his contracts with producers in the 
K & E theatres. Any number will 
relate matters of this character. 
One producer said immediately 
after Mr. Erlanger’s death he had 
been the only head of a circuit he 
had done business with to ever in- 
sist that the original terms be in- 
creased, as Erlanger told the pro- 
ducer he could not live with a mu- 
Sical upon the original sharing 
agreement. 

In friendships Erlanger was con- 
sidered cold. His best and closest 
show business friends of one day 
appeared to have cause for com- 
plaints the next day. No showman, 
other than his partner, ever seem- 
ed to stick closely to Erlanger for 
any length of time, in a social way. 

Commonly referred to and called 
Abe Erlanger, Mr. Erlanger strong- 
ly resented being termed “Abe” in 
type. 





DORE DAVIDSON 


Dore Davidson, 80, actor, died in 
Kings Park Hospital, March 7, of 
a complication of diseases. Mr. 
Davidson was on the stage almost 
continuously since 1867 and had ap- 
peared in support of Booth, Barrett, 
Bouiccault and Mary Anderson At 
one time he had both produced and 
authored plays. He was once with 
Charles Frohman who starred him 
in “The Stranglers of Paris.” 

Among some of the plays in which 
he appeared were “Guilty Without 
Crime,” “The Tailor Made Man” 
and “The Blue Bird.” He had also 
been in pictures, having played the 
father with Vera Gordon in “Hu- 
moresque.” 

Mr. Davidson had long been popu- 
lar around the Lambs, Elks and 
Friars. In recent years failing 


health had rendered him totally 
blind. 
Interment in Kensico Cemetery, 


auspices Actors’ Fund. 





LEO J. CHRISTAL 


Leo J. Christal, actor, last with 
Kolb and Dill, died in San Fran- 
cisco, March 4, of pneumonia. 
Christal, once wealthy, died in pov- 
erty. In 1918 Christal fell heir to 
a California ranch and a fortune in 
cash. When his first wife, Rose 
Marston Christal, divorced him he 
settled $20,000 on her and his two 
daughters. His widow is now liv- 
ing in Bridgeport, Conn. 





Mrs. Amelie DeF. Forrest, widow 
of the late Senator Forrest of 
Seattle, died last week. She was 
the mother of Margaret Smith, man- 
ager of the balls conducted by 
Equity and Minette Barrett, also 
professional, 





MIRA HERSHEY 


Mira Hershey, 86, died at her 
home in Hollywood, Cal., March 7. 
Miss Hershey had lived in Holly- 
wood for 30 years, where she built 
the Hollywood Hotel, which for 








years was the rendezvous of film 
celebs. 

She was the largest stockholder in 
the Columbia Grand Opera Co., 
which recently failed in San Fran- 
cisco. When the company closed, 
Miss Hershey paid all salaries, 





Chris Behrens, 58, for 13 years 
manager Family theatre, Davenport, 
la., and manager of both the Fam- 


ily and the Garden during the 
early years of the A. H. Blank re- 
gime, died March 4, 

Marie Huxford Luce, 86 dancing 
teacher and artist, died March 8, in 
the Fatum Nursing Home, Auburn, 
N, Y. Mrs. Luce was one of the 
foremost dancing teachers in New 
York 25 years ago. She was a 


water color artist and some of her 
drawings are in various art gal- 


lastiag 4 Y - - 
leries in New York. 





James McChandless, 41, projec- 
tionist, was burned to death, March 
6, in the booth of the Bijou (Libson 
Circuit), Cincinnati. A widow and 
four daughters survive. 





Harry A. Devine, 66, died in Chi- 
cago March 7 of heart disease. He 
was well known in the carnival 
field. Burial was in the Showmen’s 
League cemetery, Chicago. 

Adele Strauss, widow of the fa- 
mous composer, Johann Strauss, 
died March 9 of pneumonia in 


Deaths Abroad 


Paris, March 2, 

Leonard Parish, 58, director of the 
popular English circus founded 50 
years ago by his father, William 
Parish, in Madrid, was killed in an 
automobile accident at Almorox, 
near Toledo, Spain. 

Broudoukoff, well known Rus- 
sian violoncellist, professor at the 
Conservatory of Music, Moscow, 
died in Moscow. 

Charles Barthelemy Julien, 
Belgian writer, died in Brussels. 

Josephine Neil, 38, from Los An- 
geles, voice student for grand opera, 
died in the American hospital of 
Paris from pneumonia after study- 
ing in Italy. 

Gilbert Pezon, 70, former French 
lion tamer and menagerie owner, 
who retired 15 years ago, died at 
Chalon-sur-Saone, France, where he 
had been living since the war. 

Maurice Neumont, 64, French car- 
toonist, died in Paris. 

Alice Verlet, 60, French opera 
singer, recently died. 

Jules Dumien, 75, bookmaker and 
known in Frencn music hall circles 
as financial backer of many enter- 
prises during the past 40 years. 
First lessee of the Olympia (Paris) 
and previously interested in the 
Folies Bergere. 


Palm Beach 








73, 





(Continued from page 62) , 


socked from table to table and out 
the door. ; 

Sally Phipps here from the coast 
tanning up in Coral Gables. Visiting 
aunt. 

Olive McClure switched from the 
Roman Pools to Deauville. 

Ann Pennington returned to New 
York after a week at the Roman 
Pools. Overcoat weather during her 
stay, which should explain why she 
has no sunburn, Monday until 
Thursday here so cold nobody ven- 
tured into the surf, yet the weather 
man asserted there were more ultra 
violet rays in the sun during the 
cold spell than on any warm day. 
This week-end weather was splen- 
did. But water cold. 

George Olvany and Murray Stand 
chinning in one of the clubs here. 
George sits on the ringside in knick- 
ers. 

Marion Harris closed at the Flo- 
ridian. 

Jack Mills and wife here to forget 
the stock market. 

Christo getting a rep as a speed 
maniac here. One sees him spurting 
the ocean in speedboats; then dodg- 
ing traffic at a 60 gait to get to 
Viking field to do barrel rolls and 
falling leaves two miles up in the 
air. Always thought such a sedate 
entrepreneur! 

William K. Vanderbilt departed 
north after a peppy sojourn in Palm 
Beach and Miami Beach. 

Sylvia Froos opened at the Flo- 
ridian. Blues voice. Smile too per- 
manent when she sings, and little 
class in attire. But the voice is 
there. Five encores last night. 

Helen Werley, statuesque blonde, 
also at the Floridian. Able work for 
a tall girl exhibiting spins, whirls 
and kicks. 

Theodore, Enrica and Novello are 
a the Embassy, Palm Beach, danc- 

ng. 


———— 
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IMPORTED CIRCUS ACTS 
FOR RINGLING’S SHOWS 


A whole boatload of European 
performers is due to arrive in New 
York about March 24, a few dayg 
before the opening for the Ring. 
ling show in the Bronx. These a: ts 
will be assigned to the different cire 
cuses controlled by John Ringling, 


Among the arrivals will be the 
Eight Faludys, acrobats from Gere 
many; Seven Arconis, teeter-boarda 
acrobats from Germany; Seven 


Cervantes, another group of teeter. 
board acroba‘s, also from Germany:' 
Manger Troupe from France, the 
Juliettes, four-people high perch act 
from France; Swartz family of 
riders, four, from Sweden; Adonis 
Troupe, three-people perch act from 
France; the Raltons, three equi- 
librists from Belgium, and Wilno, 
cannon act from Germany. 

All of these acts are coming te 
America for the first ti...e with the 
exception of Wilno, over last year, 
None will play the fairs later in the 
season, performing exclusively with 
the Ringling-owned circuses. 


S-F with Mix 


Chicago, March 11. 

Tom Mix is heavily placarded to 
open with the Sells-Floto Circus at 
the Coliseum for 16 days, starting 
March 29. 

After that the wild west ace and 
the show will be at the local Sta- 
dium for another run of 12 days, 
commencing April 16. 

Gives the combo 28 days in Chi- 
cago at the opening of the season, 


OUTDOOR NOTES 


Fred Buchannan visiting the Ring- 
ling office in Chi. 











Frank Talbot, who used to have 
the Hippodrome in St. Louis, is 
with the McConnell Co. in Chicago. 
McConnell will put on the specs for 
the 1933 World Fair. 


Max Linderman will open his Ber- 
nardi Greater Shows in Petersburg, 
Va., about April 15 and work north 
from that spot. 





Frank Braden, ex-circus p. a., is 
back in New England as general p. 
a. of the Fox-Poli Circuit. 


B. S. McCarthy will return as 
manager of Grandview Park, Singac, 
N. J. 





Fred Worreil’s contract with the 
Ringlings expired March 1, and not 
renewed. 





John Ringling carried an ad re- 
cently in the Chi “Journal of Com- 
merce,” wanting to buy all out- 
standing stock of the American Cir- 
cus Corp. 


Tilyou’s Steeplechase Park, Coney 
Island, opens Easter Sunday, April 
20. Luna Park will not open until 
Saturday, May 17. 





The Boston Hotel, one of the old- 
est of the coffee-film houses on 
Surf avenue, Coney Island, is going 
talkies this season. Still with cof- 
fee. 





Fred Buchanan, approved as 
head of the new circus combine to 
embrace all independent circuses. 
Backing bankers visited La Grange 
last week. 





Hobson family, riders, will be 
with Robbins Bros. this season. 





John T. Wortham carnival biz in 
Cal., is way off this season. General 
conditions blamed. 





Six baby lions born at Peru, Ind, 
last week. 





Earnest “Rube” Liebman, with 
the Robinson-LaVilla fair office in 
Chi, will promote this summer for 
the Rice-Dorman carny. Still keeP- 
ing fair connection. 


Paddy Harmon’s three sheets in 
his campaign for Cook county sheriff 
read: “Don’t vote for me unless you 
want law enforced.” 





White City Park, Chi, keeps the 
folks coming in the winter with 
Saturday night vaudeville. Prov- 
ing a draw in the dance-hall. 


Rhoda Royal will be equestrian 
director this season for the Christy 





circus, 
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COMPORIDONt. Biss GUC SHOUIGN Tie 8 She See tecceeenesses 4. |.“ Seep rprenary 71 Fl ace-Orpheum, now assistant at the 
stretch her numbers and might im- LONDON, CAN. ...... ee ereees i 71 Fox Strand. — 
prove her bird imitations with less|] LOS ANGELES ............... wat, ©” YP tere sere 71 - : 
flourish and without the oe Joyce LOUISVILLE ..............-45 71 fi or 70 Fred Meyer, Universal head and 
Lando and Co., small flash, three manager of the Alhambra, taking 
girls and boy hoofers, pilfers from : the baths at Waukesha. 
every act known; just another flash.| Around” (FN), ana Pathe News.| started regular run this week at edhe 
beset ee a Business capacity. | $1 a seat. Sam Brown has gone to Appleton 

1e right idta in e girl’s hysteria — ~ - anager for Affiliated Theatres. 
and stage fright, but chatter is cold. Marshall Players, dramatic stock,; “Sunny Side Up,” which was to|* ee SS is Ka : 
Dance Bits, another flash, needs at- have closed at Central, 1]). } have closed at Trianon after thes Burelars robbed the Granada the- 
tention. Girl acrobatic dancer has : | Sixth week, was held over. latre safe last week of $339 
flashy routine. The collegiate num- Bryn Mawr, northside grind, pur etnies ipiotlle: ; 

: ° : ~hac y ' . 

ber with the curtain half raised|chased by A. Togare. | Happy Chapman new assistant | 
should be out. s ee ; manager of Galax, Publix. | 

Alice Mack and Fay, dropping the Empress, southside former mu- otianiined | 

tual stand, switches to rotating A sheet music and record counter 








When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 


A. H. WOODS’ 
ADELPHI 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 
STRICTLY DISHONORABLE 


Comedy Hit by PRESTON STURGES 
Staged by 
Antoinette Perry and Mr. Pemberton 
“An evening of delight.” 


























—Heywood Broun. “McCall's’’ Mag. 
MATINEES 
SELWYN THURS. “& SAT. 


JANE 
COWL 


IN 
JENNY 





WITH GUY 
2 STANDING 
ERLANGER Mats. Wed., Sat. 


Farewell to the Stage! 
WILLIAM 


GILLETTE 


in His Famous Creation of 


“SHERLOCK HOLMES” 








R.K.O. WOODS 


“The Cohens and Kellys 


IN SCOTLAND” 


with GEORGE SIDNEY, CHARLIE 
MURRAY and VERA GORDON 











HOTEL RALEIGH 


648 N. Dearborn St., Chicago, I. 
Ww HERE YOU CAN SL EEP ANY TIME 
DAY or NIGHT 






































stock burlesque March 23. 





Publix-B. & K. have acquired a 
site at 63rd and Halstead (the 
little Loop), and will start con- 
struction of a 3,500-seat house 
shortly. Straight picture policy, 
with stage ready in case. 





Road route for Mitzi’s revival of 
“Sari,” which leaves the Illinois the 
end of this week, is at present lim- 
ited to Detroit, Cleveland, and Cin- 
cinnati, in that order. 


BOSTON 


A fire scare in the Dudley theatre, 
Roxbury, last week caused a near 
panic. ° 





Members of a girl orchestra play- 
ing a dance hall over the Wakefield 
police station were robbed of their 
handbags as three cops stood near 
the hall entrance. 


Because her photo has been used 


in ads without her consent, Ruth 
Fowler, Somerville, has sued the 
Wilson School of Photography, 
Cambridge, and the Hall School of 
Photography, East Orange, N. J. 
The Wig and Mos’ Club of the 


“sity of Pennsylvania attend- 
ed the Copley theatre production of 
“Ghost Train” in a body. 





DENVER 


By J. A. ROSE 


Aladdin—-‘Green Goddess.” 

Tabor—‘‘No, No, Nanette’; stage show. 

Denver — “Vagabond King’; stage 
show, 

America—"'General Crack.” 


Orpheum—'‘'Lady to Love.” 

Rialto—‘‘Dynamite.”’ 

Broadway—Greet's Players 

Charlotte Greenwood in “Mebbe” 
will be at the Broadway March 24. 
Comes from Frisco and jumps to 
Chicago from here. 


(2 days). 

















LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 


is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 


A clean, comfortable and reasonably Virginia Van Epps appeared at 
priced Theatrical Hotel within easy J/the Orpheum alone this week as 
walking distance of all {Karon Jansen being ill in Salt Lake 

LOOP THEATRES | city. 

Rat Q $ 7.00 and Up Single v- 
es: $10.00 and Up Double — ° 

Fox Denver office copped the cup 

IN CHICAGO 








has 
the 


been placed in the 
Alabama (Publix). 
“Happy Days” (Fox) 
las: week. Did S.R.O. 
clement weather. 





at the Ritz 
despite in- 


Pantages, where Jack King musi- 
cal tab is playing, started with ama- 
teur nights this week. Four acts 
nightly, with the finals Saturday 
nights. 


DETROIT 


Cass Naughty Marietta.” 
Shubert-——George White “Scandals.” 
Civie—‘‘Music Master.’’ 


PICTURES 
United Artists—'‘‘Puttin’ on the Ritz 
Michigan— ‘Roadhouse Nights.’’ 
Fisher—'‘She Couldn’t Say No.” 
étate—''The Green Goddess.” 
Adams—“‘Anna Christie.’’ 
Madison— ‘Dance Hall.”’ 
Paramount—‘“Vagabond King.” 
Fox—‘‘Such Men Are Dangerous.” 
Oriental—‘‘Loose Ankies.’’ 


E. T. Zadra manager of new Soo 
theatre opened by the Butterfield 
Circuit at Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., 
March 12. 





The Palace has gone to two 
changes a week, now playing stock 
burlesque and pictures. 

Publix reopened the La Salle Gar- 
den theatre with the name changed 
to the Century. 

W. S. McLaren will manage new 
Michigan theatre, Jackson, Mich. 
(Butterfield), when it opens last of 
the month. Bernard Smith has suc- 
ceeded McLaren as manager of Cap- 
itol (Butterfield). 











at Paramount 
Vagabond King.” 


Admission boosted 


to $1 for 


The Strand, Lansing, only Butte) 
field house now r playing v wants, 


OMAHA, NEB. 


By ARCHIE J. BALEY 
Walter D. Fleck, former publici 
director for World here, 
|charge of press work for Para- 
mount, World and State for Publix 


back in 


} Lione} Wasson former manace! 

| World, ne istant cit nage 

| fe Publix 

Clemant-Walsh Plarers (stock) 
' ings slim and ma} lose up 
ndeis to open at Linecolr 

e state university’s 6,000 st 

dents may give them a break. 


j « 
Neb., theatre 


aa ‘ Rock 
rece ’ badly damaged by fire 


lobby of 








; Nolan 


iscope full-s 
jtheatres of 


ihe holds patent rights on the 





OTTAWA, CAN. 


By W. M. GLADISH 
Three Pantages theatres in 
ada now sport new names; Pan- 
tages, Hamilton, now the Palace, 
the Pantages, Vancouver, B. C., is 
the Beacon and in Toronto is the 
Imperial. 


Can- 


Ambrose Nolan, general manager 
Theatre Enterprises, is su- 
pervising the installation of Magno- 
in \ 
Nolan 


screens 


Ontario. 


arious 
claims 
screen 
in Canada, United State and Great 


Bi itain 


In al al ‘ ‘ < ! i> 
ervic« club ‘) a i>™ 


wer Embassy, declared 


returns showed the people more 
terested in the quality of pictures 
ar \\ ) a plaving 
Blackmail, first Briti 
talker to play here, has standuy} 
vrowds at the Avalon WCEOR of 
{March 1 


j 
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Attractive 
Residence 
Theatrical 


-Chicago’s Most 
- Popular - Priced 
-for Transient 
People 





10 Minutes from Loop 


Room with Bath 
and Radio 


- $10.00 Per Week, Single 
: $12.00 Per Week, Double 


| THE NEW 
-HOTEL CEDAR 


1112-18 North State Str -t 


CHICAGO 
THE 


: Every 


NEAR 


LAKE 














Anita 

| La Pierre 
Of 
Publix 

| Theatres 


Says: 


apartments! 
are golf driving nets, 


Apartments 
for two 


$90 up 








“There's No Place In Chicago Like 


Hotel McCormick” 


“It's the most friendly, hospitable hotel! 
tion, too—near enough to the loop tc be convenient- 
away from the noise and dirt. 
The rooms are spacious and airy. 
handball courts, 
health and reducing apparatus, which add io the enjoy- 
ment of living at Hotel McCormick.” 


Rates Are Very Reasonable 


Larger Apts. 
for four 


$150 up $60 to $70 


y | Gas, Light, Refrigeration and Complete Service 


¢ HOTEL - 
MS CORMICK 


ONTARIO and RUSH STREETS, 


I like its loca- 
yet 
And such smart, modern 
There 


gymnasium with 


Hotel 
Rooms 


Are Included 


CHICAGO 
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HOLLY WOOD 
and Los Angeles 


“Variety’s’’ Office, TAFT BUILDING, Vine St. and Hollywood Blvd. 


Phone Hollywood 6141 














”" with Lenore Ulric, 
weeks only at the 
Moon” due to fol- 


“East of Suez, 
is in for four 
Belasco. “June 
low.. 


through 
follow- 


“Journey’s End” will play 
Arizona and Texas after all 


a bad realty investment for $500,000 


Barbara Bron the con 


| Christ sketch, replaced by Verna 
| Mercerau. 
iat tees | 
Forrest Taylor rejoins the Savoy 
Players, San Diego March 17 
| Anne Berryma is another who has} 


ing several weeks of coast dates, 


i 
| 


Clarence Laws, manager of the | 
Campus theatre, Berkeley, Cal., won 
the first prize of $250 in the exploi- | 
tation contest on “Welcome Danger.” 
$500 in cash prizes were offered by 
Fox West Coast Theatres and the 
Harold Lloyd Corp. Second and 
third prizes went to H. A. Gillespie 
of the Yakama theatre, Yakama, 
Wash., and Doug Kimberly of the 
Rialto, Tacoma, Wash. 


West Coast Theatres will 
spend $60,000 in rebuilding the 
Queen theatre, Denver, partly de- 
stroyed by fire recently. 


Fox 





With RKO western intact shows 
now starting to hit here, State, Long 
Beach, will be entirely locally 
booked out of the RKO office here. 
House, indie owned, has been using 
on the average of two acts on a full 
week, coming from switches made 
in the regular Keith bills. 


Eddie 
for Fred Waring’s “Rah Rah Daze, 
at Mason, 


Moran is staging the dances | 





Ted Henkel signs on from Auck- 
land that he is conducting a 30- 


piece orchestra on the stage at the 
Civic theatre. 
J. J. Franklin elected to another 


board of directors. The 233 Club 
called him in to replace A. M. Bren- 
tinger, whose U. A. studio managing 
keeps him overtime. 

When H. O. Hoyt, former owner 
of the Strand Theatre, Long Beach 
and known on the coast as a tab 
producer, sold out his theatre and 
quit the show business two years 





ago, it was said he was pretty well 
broke. Hoyt managed to keep a 
small parcel of land near the 
beach. Oil was found on the prop- 


erty adjoining his lots. A few days 
ago he sold what appeared to be 

















Now 
AVAILABLE / 


Suitable for Dancing 
School or Lodge Room 


54 “west” 74s. 


Beautiful space consisting of 
main ballroom 29x75, a small 
ballroom, reception hall, six 
es rooms and office. Con- 
veniently located. Your inspec- 
tion invited. Attractive rental. 


Apply ROGER B. EMMONS 
19 West 44th St. Tel. Vanderbilt 8371 























FOR SALE 


Complete Shows, Scenery Drapes 
and Effects 


JOSEPH F. REILLY 


437 West 3ist Street, New York City 


Phone Lack. 4135 




















STANOARD ENGRAVING CO, Ine. 
ae West 397 5t, NEW YORK 





returned to that company 


succeeds Tom Reid, 


A. La Shelle 
resigned as manager, Avalon thea- 
tre, Avalon, Catalina Island. 

The Home theatre, L. A. has sold 
to Swan & Fisher, Inc., by C. C. 
Potter. 

Jack Berman purchased his part- 
ner’s interest in the Meralta thea- 
tre, L A. 

Edward Fletcher now manager 
Fox West Coast Palace 

Fox West Coast theatres have 
closed the Park, Cape Girardeau, 


Mo., and the 
sonville, Ill. 


‘OAKLAND 
By WOOD SOANES 


Charlotte Greenwood, 


Scott theatre, Jack- 


booked for 


a single week at the Dufwin, has 
gone into her third with indica- 
tions her show, “She Couldn’t Say 


two more. The 
and the top 


No” will run one or 
Dufwin seats 1,200 
price is $1.25 

“Holiday,” set to 
Dale Winter, has been 
The next will be May 
“Helena’s Boys.” 


follow with 
withdrawn. 
tobson in 


The Fulton reopens 
with its first road show, “Journey’s 
End.” The play had a long run 
in San Francisco and is now in 
Southern California. There have 
been no road shows here since 
“After Dark,” flopped, at the 
Twelfth Street, the financial loss 
putting W. A. Rusco out of busi- 
ness, 


March 24, 


Thoda Cocroft has shifted plans 
to start a producing theatre for 
new play try outs each season with 
professional casts and will co- 
operate with Stanley MacLewee 
who operates the Players Guild in 
San Francisco. The Guild starts 
its first season at the Victory 
Theatre in Frisco. The opening will 
be “Caponsacchi.” 





Two new theatres planned for 
Healdsburg, Cal. 726. .:7 2&2 F 
Junior chain, ower of the California 
and Cline there, has acquired the 
Liberty, formerly under lease to 
Ackerman & Harris. It will be 
wired. The Redwood Theatres, 
Inec., has started work on a new 
hous®, 





The University of California 
Players produced Langer’s “The 
Camel Through the Needle’s Eye.” 
They plan to revive Tom Taylor’s 


“The Ticket of Leave Man,” March 
21-22. 


Amateur productions last week 
included ‘“Love-In-a-Mist” by the 


College Women’s Club of Berkeley 
here at the Women’s Club and “Go 
Easy Mabel” by the Theatre Mart, 
an Oakland group. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


By WALTER RIVERS 

Police Captain Layne was check- 
mated in his campaign against the 
Green Street theatre last week when 
Sid Goldtree got a restraining order 
from Superior Judge Johnson, pend- 
ing a hearing for a permanent in- 
junction. Goldtree and cast of “The 
Peephole,” zippy Viennese farce, 
were arrested by Layne, but subse- 
quently got an acquittal by jury. 
The next night Layne raided the 
show again. 





May Robson came back last week 
from Honolulu and rejoined Henry 
Duffy forces. She started rehearsals 
of “Helena’s Boys” immediately and 
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Always 


For Rent, Sale 


the Hit of the Pep 


LINE UP COSTUMES THAT YOUR 
DANCERS FIND PRACTICAL! 


or “Manufactured to Your Designs 
For Prices 


Wire or Write HARRY BOURNE 


CARE 


FANCHON s MARCO COSTUME © 


643 $C. OLIVE 





ST, LOS ANGELES,CAL. 


| will open 





in Oakland. 





Fox Senator theatre, Sacramento, 


has cut out Fanchon and Marco 
Ideas Entire shows will be on 
screen, 


Phil Frease, vaude and _ club 





booker, has bought the Majestic, 
Benicia, Cal., and installed sound 
Opening April 2. 

Al Luttinger, New York stock 


producer, here last week, his first 
visit in 15 years. He started as an 
actor in the old Grand, 


Elsa Flach, German film actress, 

back from a honeymoon in Honolulu 
with her husband, Alexander R. 
Carqueville, Highland Park, IIL, 
manufacturer, departed last week 
for the east. 
Norman Dawn (Susan 
Denis), wife of Australian film pro- 
ducer, sailed on the Ventura last 
week for her home in Sydney. She 
took complete equipment for making 
sound pictures to be installed in her 
husband’s studio. 


Mrs 


George Holland here to do 
vance work for his own 
of “June Moon,” 
Geary soon, 


ad- 
production 
coming to the 


A new racket involving 
tres has been uncovered by A. M. 
Bowles, local division manager for 
Fox West Coast. He has launched 
an investigation. 

The game is worked in the 
form of a purported press creden- 
tials card which reads: “Official 
West Coast News Service, Press, 
Newspapers and Periodicals. The 
ar is an 


his thea- 


ee eeereeeeeereeeee 


accredited representative of this 
service and any courtesies shown 
him in gathering news will be 


highly appreciated.” At the bottom 
of the card, official in appearance, 
are two signatures printed in script 
type as follows: “Harvey H. Bow- 
els, Supt. Field Service, E. W. 
Franklin, Managing Director.” 

The cards first made their appear- 
ance in Fresno, Cal., where it is 
alleged holders said they had bought 
the pasteboards from a man whose 
identity could not be learned. The 
buyers were evidently under the im- 
pression that the cards would give 
them free admittance to West Coast 
theatres. 


SARANAC LAKE 


By “HAPPY” BENWAY 
Fred Rith, Chris Hagedorn, 
Thomas White, George Harmon, Os- 
car Loraine, Nellis Quealy and Allie 
a show improvement on x-ray 
ests, 








Mrs. F. A. Martine, New York, 
visited her son, Jimmy Cannon, and 
her sister, Mae Armitage. Both do- 
ing weil. 





Fred Rith, formerty of 64 Park 
avenue, now resides at the 80 Park 
avenue San, 





Saranac getting usual tricky 
weather, nothing to see a change of 
60 to 80 degrees in temperature 
every 24 hours, 





Frank Garfield, now at 9 Front 
street, NVA Annex Cottage, doing 
well on limited exercise. 





Russ Kelly received news of the 
death of his aunt in Philadelphia 
recently. 





Joe Donnatello taking the “cure” 
here for the past six months, goes 
to Fort Lee, N. J., where he will 
continue the rest period. 





Alice Carman, a bed patient at 52 





Park avenue, continues ill. Drop 
her a line. 
Weekly Passing Show 
Namba walking around, a real 


surprise...Eddie Voss doing leather 
tooling...Oscar Loraine gained 20 
pounds...Harry (“Pop”) Barrett 
calling daily on patients; eighty 
years young and still handing out 
laughs...George Neville, serious set- 
back causing a loss of 25 pounds, 
now up and around, a wonder come- 
back...The sunshine girl of Sara- 
nac, Dorothy Jolson, staging come- 
back...Charley Bordley looking his 





best...Leah Temple okay, taking 
“cure” on the porch.” 
LONDON, CAN. 
The Capitol, first talker house 
here, is being remodeled. 


The Patricia theatre (indie) wired 





first half had narrow escape when 
its car was hurled into a snow- 
filled ditch on Provincial highway 
(No. 2), a few miles east of here. 
All played their shows on regular 
schedule. 





A tough year for the Grand Opera 
House (legit), dark since a few 
weeks before Christmas, 


No trace yet of gunman who stuck 
up Leo Scebdtt, assistant manager 
Loew’s, four weeks ago and ob- 
tained $270. 

Local night dancing restaurants 
hard hit Tuesday and Friday nights 
owing to midnight shows staged at 
Capitol theatre, which continue to 
draw capacity crowds. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 

Lyceum—Dark. 

RKO Palace—‘“‘Oh, Yeah vaude 

RKO Temple—‘‘It’s a Great Life.” 

Loew's Kochester— ‘Lurid Byron °6 
Broadway"’; vaude. 

Eastman—‘‘Vagabond King.” 

Piccadilly—‘‘Careless Age’; vaude 

Regent—‘‘Slightiy Scarlet.” 

Fay’s—Dark. 

Victoria— Dark. 

Strand—C hange. 





wh 





Family—Change. 
Russell Carew, manager RKO 
Palace, takes charge of Temple, 


John Appleton going to Palace as 


assistant to Jacob Golden, 

Adelphi theatre, Franklinville, 
goes W. E sound as village board 
takes ban off Bunda: iy shows. 


Richard Betts now organist at 
Loew's Rochester, playing at noon 
before sound program starts, offers 


to play any request number entirely 
by ear. 





Robert A. Slote now managing di- 
rector of Eastman, and Ralph Ayer, 


assistant, advanced to house man- 
ager. 

Walter Knopf, former manager 
Thurston (neighborhood), takes 
charge of the Anett. 

Victoria theatre, closed before 
holildays, may reopen as sound 
house. 

Arthur lL. Morris, manager Little 


theatre, appointed manager of Buf- 
falo Little theatre. 


BROOKLYN, | N. Y. 


By JO ABRAMSON 


Flat bush—‘ ‘Hot Chocolates.” 
Majestic—‘‘In C ommand.,’ 
Jamaica—*“ May fair.’ 
Boulevard—‘I Want My 
Brooklyn—Dark. 
Paramount—‘‘Street of Chance’; stage 
show. 
Strand—‘“‘General Crack.” 
Fox—‘‘Happy Days’’; stage show. 
Loew’s Met—‘‘Devil-May-Care”’; vaude. 
Orpheum—Picture. 
Star—‘‘Bare Facts” 
Gayety—‘“‘Ginger Girls” 





Wife.” 


(Mutual bur.). 
(Mutual bur). 


Three tryouts here this week: 
Richard Bennett in “In Command” 
at Majestic; Chrystal Herne in 
Mayfair at Jamaica and “I Want 
My Wife’ at Boulevard. 





The play said to be based on the 
Rothstein shooting is coming in 
next week at the Boulevard. 
Called “Room 349,” with Inez Nor- 
ton and Roy D’Arcy in the lead 
roles. 

Joe Bonomo, Coney ISlander and 
serial screen star who once upon a 
time won an Apollo contest con- 
ducted by a tabloid, was married to 
Ethel R. Newman, of Hollywood. 
Ceremony performed in Coney 
Island. Bonomo is at present in 
vaudeville. 

Announced 12,000-seat arena at 
Coney Island to cost $500,000. To 
be called Brooklyn Velodrome and 
backed by Vincent Mazzella as pres- 
ident and Charles Turnville, direc- 
tor. Turnville was once associated 
with the Rhode island cycledrome 
track. 


One other stadium in Coney 
Island, in a moribund state for 
years. 





Seotty MacGregor is again to be 
associated with Luna Park, Coney 
Island, this summer as publicity 
director. 

The broadcast tieups on Tuesday 
nights from the Brooklyn Para- 
mount over the Columbia Broad- 
casting stations has been abolished. 


at 





VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 











By HARDIE MEAKIN 


National (Erlanger-Rapley) “Month 
in the Country” (Theatre Guild); next, 
“Vanity Fair.” 

Pictures 
Columbia—“Girl Said No.” 
Earle—‘‘Loose Ankles” Nick Lucas 
Fox—‘‘Happy Days’ (2a week) 

Met ‘Street of Chance.” 

Palace ‘Not So Dumb.’ 

Riatlo—Dark 

R-K-O (Keith’s) — “Case of Sg 


Grischa” (2d week). 





Town getting great for holdovers 
in picture houses. This time last 
year if a picture was held over it 
was almost front page copy. If 
they don’t now it’s that. Always 
two or three of the houses are plug- 
ging second and third weeks. 

Fox holding over Fanchon & Mar- 
co’s “Screenland Melodies” Idea this 
week with “Happy Days” (screen). 


Alexander Callam, former musical 
comedy player, at the Fox as m. c., 


is to remain indefinitely. 

Clifford Brooke, former Anne 
Nichols stage director, is back here 
to direct Steve Cochran’s stock at 


974 


the National, opening March 

Civic Auditorium has Robert 
Downing in “Damon and Pythias” 
and “Ingomar’’ week March 17. 


“Vanity Fair” (George Wintz), 
with Cecil Lean‘and Cleo Mayfield, 
in the National next week at $2 top. 


BRONX, N. Y. 


Rudolph Kramer, assistant to Joe 
Leo, has been appointed Bronx dis- 
trict manager of Fox Metropolitan 
Playhouse. Kramer started as as- 
sistant treasurer at the Audubon. 


Symon Gould, of the Film Arts 
Guild, is seeking a location here for 
art pictures. 

Luxor, Consoiidated Amusement 
Enterprises, plays the German talk- 
er, “Because I Love You,” Saturday 
midnight for a single performance 





as an experiment. If it draws it 
will be generally played over the 
circuit. 

Windsor, subway circuit house, 


thinking to divert some of the 
crowds from the picturized “Vaga- 
bond King,” downtown, booked 
George Wintz’s road company of the 
stage production. Didn't draw. 

Vilna troupe, Yiddish legit, will 
not renew for next season at the 
America theatre. 





Wan THE’ BIG SHOTL” s 
OF STAGE AND SCREEN 

_ VISIT HOLLYWOOD 
& THEY ALWAYS LIVE AT THE 
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Guerrini & Co. 
The Leading and 


Largest 
ACCORDEON 
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Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 
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WE DO REPAIRING 


SOLE AGENTS FOR BH & 





by the Northern Electric Co. re- 
opens March 10. 
A vaude troupe playing Loew's 


L Phones: Longacre 


STRICTLY UNION MADE 


PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 


AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 
ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
OPEN EVENINGS 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


868 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 4ist Streets, New York City 


60.00 and up 


MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 





M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
6197 Pemnsylivania 9064 
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LOUISVILLE, KY 
) . 
By RICHARD B. GILBERT 

Alamo—“‘Evidence.” 

Anderson—‘‘Wedding Rings." 

Brown—‘‘The Grand Parade.” | 

Rialto—‘“‘Dangerous Paradise.” | 

State—‘‘Annie Christie.”’ | 

Strand—‘‘South Sea Rose.” | 

Ritz—Laffell’s Burlesque (stock) | 

Gayety—Matt Kolb’s Burlesque (stock). 

Irene Doyle, 21, Paducah Ky | 
awarded first honors in the state 
beauty contest last week at the 
Madrid ballroom. 

Fred Bartow here for two weeks 
doing special publicity for “Anna 
Christie” and “The Rogue Song.” 

Flynn T. Stubblefield, manager 
Alamo, this week becomes manager 
ef the Strand. succeeding Kenneth 
T. Collins, transferred to the Apollo, 
Indianapolis. 

Johnson Musselmann, in charge 


of the Hippodrome and Liberty, 
Terre Haute, since last September, 
will again manage the Alamo here. 

Col. Harry E. Long, manager, 
State, to be transferred to Loew’s 
in Syracuse, N. Y., replaced here by 
Valter D. McDowell, former man- 
ager Mark Strand theatre, Syracuse. 


George Hunt, formerly with State 


and Kentucky theatres, Lexington 
Ky., is new floor manager at Loew's, 
replacing Robert Seneff, now as- 
sistant manager Loew’s Columbus, 
O., theatre. The State and Ken- 
tucky were recently purchased from 


the Switow (local) interests by 
Publix. 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 


Alvin—Follow Thru.” 
Nixon—'‘‘Vanity Fair.’ 

Pitt—"Cat and Canary”; 
Stock). 

Academy—Burlesque (Mutual). 
Pictures 
Men Are I 


(Sharp 


Penn—‘‘Such hangerous” 
stage show. 
Stanley—' 
@how. 
Aldine-«-‘‘Lone Star Ranger.’’ 
Warner—‘‘Song of the West.’ 
Olympic—‘‘The Melody Man.” 
Harris—‘‘Murder on the Roof’; 
Enright — “Slightly Scarlet’’; 
show. 
Sheridan Square—‘‘Sergeant 
2a week). 


‘Dangerous Paradise’; stage 


vaude. 
stage 


Grischa’’ 


Pictures which click at downtown 


Stanley in future will play second 
run at Enright (Warner) in East 
Liberty. First will be “Son of the 


Gods” has 


never 


in fortnight. Enright 
played second runs. 


and Maurice Caranas, 
at Plaza, now at Nixon 
during Ben Bernie’s engage- 


Edith 
formerly 
cafe 
ment. 





Dewey Bergman’s band has left 
Winter Garden Roof, atop Mayfair 
Hotel, for Flotilla Club, which will 
be renamed “The Show Boat.” 


Stanley to have Take-a-Chance 
Week beginning Friday. First time 
6tunt has been pulled around here. 


Jerry Mayhall now in complete 
charge of producing stage presenta- 
tions at Enright. Came here two 
years ago with Phil Spitalny’s band. 


NEWARK 


By C. R, AUSTIN 


Broad—‘‘The Old Rascal.”’ 
, Branford—"“New York Nights’’—Stage 
now, 
Mosque—‘‘Blaze o’ Glory.” 
Rialto—"‘Vagabond King.” 
Fox Terminal—‘’The Sky 
Week). 
Capitol—"‘General Crack.” 
Proctor’s—‘‘Officer O’Brien’’—Vaude. 
Loew's State — ‘Devil - May - Care’’— 
Vaude. 
Newark—‘‘Troopers Three’’—Vaude. 





Hawk” (2d 





Empire—‘‘The Bchemians” (Mutual). 
Orpheum—‘“‘Hallelujah.”’ 
Eddie Dowling, whose “Blaze o’ 


Glory” is at the Mosque, is doubling 
between here and Jersey City, ap- 
pearing at one matinee at the 
Mosque and four shows at the Stan- 
ley, Jersey City. 

Tne Little theatre opens March 14 
with “Shiraz,” “A Dog’s Life” and 
shorts. Opens at $1, with 35c., 50c., 
boc. the regular nick thereafter, Sat- 
urday and Sunday 75c. Coffee and 
cigarets promised. Stuart I. Whit- 
m<rsh is managing director and 
Zelema M. Smile y organist. 

In addition to Publix units the 
Branford is keeping Nancy Kelly as 
well as the m. c. as a regular part 
of the program. 





| perial theatre, 
ney trouble. 





Sol Schwartz, formerly with 
Keith's, now manager of the Cen- 
tre P er 

ral, J. C. Bill Stillman goes from 


the Central to the Ritz, J. ¢ 


| 
- a | 





_ ‘The Vagabond King” is getting | 
$ _With 75c. mats., at the Rialto. | 
‘his is the highest price charged 
for any picture shown in Newark 


tor years, { 

} 

Nick Lucas appears at the Bran- 

ford April 4. Helen Kane has been 

hooked for eight weeks by Warners 

and is due at the Stanley, J. C., 
shortly. 





Iner’s Strand. 














cesses were so mauled as to be un- 
playable and “Paris” was partly un- 
intelligible for same reason. Ex- 
changes refusing pictures’ before 
showing to Censors, being pretty 
sure they will not get by. On the 
other hand some pretty raw talker 
stuff has been passed and only cut 
after complaints received following 
third-run in outlying theatres. 

Conover, manager, Im- 
in hospital with kid- 


Howard 


Palace Movie-Gram contest win- 
ner, Cecile Rostand, banquetted last 
week and sent off on return trip 
to Paris via New York. 


"BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Buffalo—‘“‘Their Own Desire.” 
Century—"Vagabond King.” 

Hipp— Evidence.” - 
Great Lakes—‘‘Lone Star Ranger. 
Lafayette—‘‘The Melody Man.” 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 
“Follow Thru”.at the 
week did well at $3 top. 
Reported Shea Operating Corp. 
has purchased property at River- 
side. and Tonawanda streets to build 
another community theatre. Vin- 


Teck last 





cent R. McFaul, Shea’s ‘general 
manager, denied rumor. 

Many Buffalo picture’ houses 
using “two-for-one” in the neigh- 
borhoods weekly. The Gayety 


(Mutual) passed them out for Mon- 
day night’s show. 


Schwab & Mandel “New Moon” 
due last of month at the Teck. May 
close the local legit season. 


The Black Rock Businessmen’s 
Association entered a formal pro- 
test against the Schine Enterprises, 
Ine., for failure to open the Jubilee 
theatre. The house, under lease by 
Schine from Councilman J. L. 
Davis, has been dark a year, with 
the business men contending its 
disuse derogatory to the community. 
About a month ago sound equip- 
ment was started, but work sud- 
denly ceased, If Schine doesn't 
open the theatre the business men 
plan building a new house. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Empire—Syracuse Players (Stock). 
Wieting— Dark. 
Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 
Loew’s— Vaudfilm. 
Syracuse— Vaudfilm. 
Strand—‘‘The Sacred Flame.” 
Paramount—'‘‘Street of Chance.’ 
Eckel—'‘‘Such Men Are Dangerous.’ 


Col. Harry E. Long has come 
from Louisville to manage Loew’s 





State. He succeeds Charles Perry 
Cohen 
Col. Long for two years prior to 


1928 was assistant general manager 
of the Schine Circuit, with head- 
quarters in Utica. 

Loew's State in suddenly booking 
“The Rogue Song” for a midnight 
opening Friday led to a hasty shift 
in pictures by Keith's. “Officer 
O’Brien,” set to open Saturday, was 
pulled in favor of “Second Choice” 
with Conrad Nagel. 








While the audience sat quietly in 
its seats at the Swan (downtown 
lrepeat) awaiting the feature, Wil- 
liam F. Grant, operator, extin- 
guished a fire that flared up as he 
was changing a reel. 

Amos Leonard Tift: iny salesman, 
was injured in an auto accident on 
Colvin street hill here. Ten stitches 
closed gash in his chin. 

Edward S. Kirkpatrick now as- 
sistant to Franz Westfall at War- 











DES MOINES 


Casino—‘‘Murder on the Roof’’; bur 
lesque. 

Des Moines—‘‘Son of the Gods.” 

Garden—‘‘Hell’s Heroes’; “In the 
Headlines."’ 

Orpheum—Vaudfilm; ‘Men Without 
Women,” 

Palace—C hange. 

Paramount—“The Laughing Lady”; 


“Song of the West." 
President—‘“The Skull" (stock). 
Shrine—Ben Greet Players. 


Strand — ‘Tiger Rose’’; “Wedding 
Rings.” 
A. G. Stolte, city manager, Water- 


loo, la., for Publix, has been named 
district manager for Waterloo, Ce- 
dar Rapids, and Marshalltown. 

If Garner, Ia., is to have Sunday 
pictures they must be talkers, ac- 
cording to Mayor W. J. Barz, fol- 
lowing the Garner City election 
when Sunday shows were given a 
majority. 








Fire damaged stage of the RKO 
house, Davenport, Ia., February 28, 
when an acetylene tank burst. 

Auto show at the Coliseum rec- 
ord breaker in attendance and sales, 
60,000 persons attending. 


Jonathan Hols, juvenile, President 


stock, has gone to Columbus, O., to 
join the Hartman Players, 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 





Paramount—‘‘Roadhouse Nights’ and 
stage show. 

Pantheon—'‘‘Son of the Gods” (3d 
week) 

Vita-Temple—“Hit the Deck” (24 
week), 


State—‘“Harmony at Home.’’ 
Valentine—‘“‘Ship from Shanghai.” 

incess—‘‘Mexicali Rose.” 
Empire—Burlesque (Mutual). 
Rivoli—Dark. 


Westwood first of Smith-Beidler 
chain of neighborhoods to go sound. 








Ralph Phelps, radio editor of the 
“Blade,” writing historical sketches 
on Toledo events for Jack O’Con- 
nell’s weekly Vita-Temple broad- 
casts. 





“Son of Gods” so far has exceed- 
ed gross of “Sally,” Pantheon record 
holder, and in for 3d week. 





Harold G. Neely, again manager 
of Gordon State Park, St. Marys, O. 
Contract between Gordon State 
Park Co. and Lake St. Marys 
Amusement Co. cancelled, 

John L. Hatcher, former manager 
Metropolitan, Circleville, O., suing 
Vernon Lumber Mills, North Ver- 
non, Ind., for $15,000 for installa- 
tion in theatre of alleged faulty 
sound apparatus. 





Appellate court gets Portsmouth 


Sunday film war. Rev. Arthur 
Staples, leader of anti forces, asked 
higher court to review common 


pleas court decision 
damus order to compel 
prosecute theatre owners 
state instead of a city law. 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 
Orpheum—“Case of Sergt. 
Fifth 
Music 


denying man- 
police to 
under a 


Grisha 


Ave.—**The Gir) Said No”; stage 
Box ‘Green Goddess (2d wee 
Seattle Vagabond Kine.” 
Liberty—‘‘The Hottentot.” 

Blne Mouse—‘‘Second Choice.” 
Fox—"Blaze of Glory 
Coliseum—' ‘Untamed 
Metropolitan—‘ Behind 


Heimehoff, of 


Makeup” 
the 


Dave board of 





| censors, who sold his Smart Shop in 
| Seattle recently, has been appointed 





Will Lease by the Week, Month 





or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished 


$3 HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE $3 $3 $3 
Le ae at ee 
Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 
; LORRAINE GRANT 
SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 UP SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
DOUBLE ROOM, BAT H, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEELY SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 PER DAY 
DOUBLE w ITHOL T BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 PER WEEK 
LEONARD HICKS, President DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
He Majesty—“Blossom 600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
Palace Show of Shows.” Opposite 
Capitol Sacred Flame a a 4 i } 
Loew's—''S “psanend Scarlet.” N. V. A. Club LANDSEER APTS. BENDOR COURT 
Princess *‘Lummox.’ $ 9 and Up Single 945 W R136? , 2 V 4 
.. Pr . Tan - . 0 est olst ee “ Vest ) h Stree 
Imperial—‘‘T he Other romorrow $14 and Up Double be Seago 34 ae t 
Orpheum— Mexicali Rose t< ! is ( Columbus 6066 
Strand—Double bill. Shower Baths, Hot 
Roxy Verdun” (2d week = y- A ae IRVINGTON HALI | HENRI COURT 
Empress— Double bill. ’ 
Gayety Burlesque (Mutual). Electric Fans are yy t 5 2 | \ 
——— vv es vist Street | 312 Vest 48th Street 
The new ‘Theatre Guild uf Mon- N York Cit ee ee | ae ne 
treal, Inc., formed this week, will ew Yor ' y 
produce first play, “The Perfect 137-139 West 45th St. HILDONA COURT 
Alibi,” at Moyse Hall, end of March. | new yORK 541-347 West 45th St 3560 I 
ic he tc attache Gi Ini- I 341-347 est ¢ h Street Sob( songacre 
This hall is attached to Mc¢ it Uni C o m pletely s if 1-2-3-4-room apartments Private bath, phone, kitchen or kitchenette 
versity, which is also behind scheme remodeled — - i i ‘ ‘ h tch tt 
i ae cca a = Cc $18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 
United Amusement Limited, ope- fatntiure (ieaceie ; : - :, P 
} . ture (Beauty All apartments directly under the supervision of the owner 
rating 14 theatres in Montreal est mattresses), hot — . In tl mee , ; > stad , All fit e } ~ 
opened new house in west end last and Pasay a tele ; m the r I ro é { aistri« J reproo lidings 
week. It plays second-runs. Next $12 for Single Reom , Add nications 
| week the Maisonneuve opens in east oie +44 HA - tor Doubte Room ey ee ee 
end of city. Room (with. Private want ° CHARLES TENENBAUM 
——* s is the ideal ho yr the Pr , , 
, tension ogg By wok, ‘al .s Principal Office: Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
Censors more than severe here theatrical section All ; t t ; ' 
: “ ‘ ; atrical section y apartments can be seen evenings. Office in each building 
lately. A number of picture suc- Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 











Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


THE BERTHA 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 8-4 Rooms. 


Catering to 


GEO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


the comfort and convenience eof 


the profession. 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT. 


$15.00 UP Mrs. Jackson now in charge 





- THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 
four reoms with 
Modern in e 
accommodate 


bath, 
very 
four 


Three and 
complete kitchen. 
particular. will 
or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 





of Coliseum theatre by 
Earl Crabb, Fox northwest manager, 
He retains his censorship position, 
the law intending one member be 
actively in show business. 


manager 


Ted Gamble goes to Portland as 
RKO manager. Gamble started in 
show business here when a kid. 


George Hood, former manager 
Metropolitan (legit) here, now man- 
ager for Henry Duffy’s stock, Holly- 
wood Playhouse, Hollywood, Cal. 


“Dobbsie” (Hugh Barrett Dobbs), 
radio announcer, Shell Oil] Com- 
pany, in daily western broadcast, 
and his gang, including Richard 
Jose, featured at recent Seattle auto 
show. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan— ‘Street Scene. 


Shubert—‘‘East of Suez’ (Bainbridge 
stock). 

R-K-O Orpheum—"‘Oh Yeah"; vaude. 

Pantages—‘‘Party Girl’; vaude. 


Minnesota— ‘Street of Chance’; Pub 
lix unit (‘‘Mardi Gras.’’). 
Century—'‘'The Vagabond King 
State—‘‘The Bishop Murder Case.” 
Seventh St.—‘‘The Case of Sergeant 
Grisha.” 
“Lyric—‘‘The Locked Door 
Aster—‘‘Hard to Get.” 
Grand—‘‘Hit the Deck.” 


Jane Cowl in “Jenny,” booked to 
follow “Street Scene” at Metropol- 
itan, has canceled. Show closes 
after its Chicago engagement. 





Florence Reed 
Bainbridge stock 
week, supplanting 
who was in “Romance” 


opened with the 
(Shubert) this 
Gladys Hurlbut, 

last week. 


Frank Burke promoted from the 
RKO publicity department to man- 
ager of President theatre in St. Paul. 


DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 


Majestic—‘“‘Happy Days.” 
Palace Dangerous Paradise 
Melba—‘'Vagabond King 


Old Mill—‘The Aviator.’’ 


Capitol Hit the Deck.” 
Fair Park Chi Civile Opera 
“Vagabond Kine” opened at} 





Melba (Publix), at $2 top for open 
ing day and $1 thereafter. First 
|time in five years for anv Elm 


istreet house to get the $1 gate 
Dallas’ $750,000 tadium j re 
ing financed handled b Phil! 
Prather, realtor, will be built | 
Fair Park for football cla s and 
oO ae attractions Tor ni 
Texas tate tary (Complete ab 
1931. 
E. H. Sothern j touring Tex: 
in series of Shakespeare recitals 


ACKSON 


137-139 ‘West 45th St. 
NEW YORK CITY 
Completely remodeled—everything of 
he best—Simmons furniture (Beauty- 
rest mattresses), hot and cold water, 
telephones, showers 
$12 for Single Room 
$16.50-$17.50 for Double Room 
$18.00-$19.00-$21.00 for Double Room 
(with Private Bath) 


| 


rm4OLt 








This ts the ideal hotel for the Profession—in the 
heart of the theatrical section 
Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 

Martha Lee Sparks “So This is 
London,” Fox. 

Wade Boteler to “Soldiers and 
Women,” Col. 

Will Walling to “Rio Grande,” 
Tiff. 

Doris Lloyd to “Reno” Sono Art, 


Lynn Cowan and Paul Titsworth 
to write music for new Harold 
Lloyd pict. 

Bruce Benedict, “Fame,” W. B. 

Wells Root writing underworld 
story at U with Tod Browning. 

Burton King to direct Aimee Sem- 
ple McPherson's life story. 

Paul Gangelin, back at Patne to 
write an original. 

George Archambaud to 
three pictures at Radio. 

Marion Schilling, formerly under 
contract to M-G, to Paramount on 
a long term 

Lynn Cowan and Paul Titsworth 


direct 


score for “Cock of The Walk,” 
Cruze. 
Alan Bunce to “Tommy,” Radio 


Matthew Betz added “Big House” 
M-G. 





Franklyn Pangborn for “Alone 
at Last,” Fox. 
Raymond Maurel and Ed Chane 
dler “Dixiana,” Radio. 
When m Sending fer Mal) te 
VARIETY. Address Mai) Clerk. 
SeerCAsDe, ADVERTISING cf 
CIRCULAR LETTERS L NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED Ll 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 

















Adams Maude 
Askin Harry 


Howells JI M 


Husted E 


sairnsfather B Cap | Mabry Floyd 





Mion W Mrs 
Cardo & Noe} 
Clifford Paul Nell 
Cook Joe Osborne D & Harry 
Denise Shirley Piland Julius L 


Friedman Elizabeth | Rush H EB 


| 
| lag 
| | 
; | 
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Garvin Pam Singer Leo 
Gerard Frank Smith Maizie Mrs 
Gershwin George Warfield David 
| |} Western Helen 
| Hagger Clyde Williams H Musie C 
CHICAGO OFFICE 
Aller fom | 
Arco & ny la } 
Ayer J lhe 
i F 
I K 
, r , 
Dug I ‘ Fle 
Re I 
“A Pete j 
fford WC Sr h Rex 
Gilbe Ber | 
The nN I 
' Hall & E ‘ Waller Clarence B 











72 VARIETY Wednesday, March 12, 1930 


eee a = 











: 
| 














& 











eOeoe 


~ 
o e594 i" <> 
ye eye Me CO POPODPS $9 279 O 9D FO 02S POPS 029 O 902 OHO — —! 


| @ NAT LEWIS. 


an) = aso fers 


AT BROADWAY SHOP ONLY 
| oo THREE GROUPS of 
fs OUTSTANDING VALUES 


You are urged to act at once to take advantage of these attractive offerings as the high standard 
0 of the merchandise will result in their quick disposal. Each item embraces the typical Nat Lewis 
3 quality. Mail or phone orders promptly attended to. 


. _——— 
| 0 .- ——- ——_* ea Re woe cael ** 


The Men's Shop i For The Ladies 


A shop for the men, where they can select—unhurried 














5 Mer sdee 

5 —articles smart in style, distinctive of character, yet | PURSES 

moderately priced. ! <A magnificent purse of beautiful moco, with gorgeous 
; | frame of sterling silver, marcasite and chrysoprase 

9 & , ysop , 

5 SHIRTS 


Formerly $49.50 
Dress shirts for stage purposes, made with extra short 
bosom, closed front, open back. Of imported pique 50 
i] ) > 
for one or two studs. Now $17. 
a 4. 50 Other Purses from $7.50 

















t 
> Shirts individually tailored over a custom pattern in 4 HOSIERY 
) materials and designs exclusive with Nat Lewis. Hun- Sich caisiatsilinaiah aumaienalans: se: visttlans whauiaiee hid 
, : n 10n 1 - 
} Coa So See Fee, | Silk Chiffon Nat Lewis Hose 
| ) $350 to $4950 Formerly to $3 
t Q 
1 5 Custom Shirts—Prices from $8 at the extraordinary price of 
‘ Q 
j $4 15 
NECKWEAR 1. 
Thousands of new imported spring neckties await your ! (Clearance of discontinued colors and numbers) 
5 





selection. Made in the usual Nat Lewis manner. Awide !- ~ - 


collection— ing i ice from : 
; Ys PR aad se FITTED CASES 
; , A collection of Nat Lewis fitted cases in attractively 
colored Calf, Derby Goat, London Hide, Snakeskin and 


| | LOUNGING ROBES | | Ecrase. Lined with Moire. Fourteen enameled fittings. 





i\ 
1 


i 
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Duvetyn covering with leather corners. 





Lounging robes — smoking jackets — in patterns and 
colorings ranging from the bright, cheery striped and Regularly $100 
; figured patterns to more conservative brocaded and 


ae plain colored silks. N ow $65 
$10 to $495 | Others to $550 


seer} 





a A I em STS 




















o ( 
) Hosiery Gloves Underwear Pajamas Gloves Negligees 
} Fitted Cases Handkerchiefs Gifts i Handkerchiefs Underwear Gifts 

4 Pajamas os Jewelry 








} Theatrical Department 
LEOTARDS DANCE SETS 
With or without Sunback feature. Of excellent Two piece—white blouse with collar trimmed to match 


a ge saggy ed agg capi d 2 sateen trunks in Black, Navy, Lavender, Red and Green. 


measurements. Send dress size. 


$3. $4.95 So 
~ 











Helen Gilligan 
Dance Belt sold 
- exclusively by 
Nat Lewis ......$3.25 


McCallum All- 
Silk Opera 


— 


Special prices for 








Dance Groups 
























































BN ttiaseinsiiai $2.00 1580 Broadway and Schools 
Rehearsal Costumes at 47th Street 4 | 
saabeiiabien sen $1.15 up. - 3 
} (Open Evenings ’Til 11 o’clock) 4 
9 ~ POO OO OOOOH O OM DID ODDO DOPOD DPOPOI BOOP OPOPMP D1 OPOHOL HOME OOLOTEr BrararararBrararerarererrarsreeh l 














